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Parliamentary    Debates. 


A 


S  the  following  ftate  of  the  national  debt  state  of  t&< 
was  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords  this  fef-  %£"* 


fion  of  Parliament,  it  rriay  not  be  improper 
to  infert  it  here. 


To  the  right  honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  in  Parliament  aflTembled, 

A  ftate  of  the  national  debt,  provided  or  unprovided 
for  by  Parliament ,  as  it  flood  31  December  1733, 
and  31  December  1734,  together  with  an  account 
of  the  produce  of  the  Jinking- fund  in  that  year \  and 
to  the  payment  of  what  debts  contr ailed  before  2$tb 
of  December  1716,  the  faid  fund  has  been  applied. 
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PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1735. 

ON   Monday   the   17th  of   February ',  Walter 
Plummer,¥£o£  moved  theHoufe  of  Commons, 
«  That  the  Poft-mafter  General  might  be  ordered  to 
4  lay  before  that  houfe,  a  copy  of  his  Majefty's 
c  warrant,  whereby  letters  were  permitted  to  pafs 
e  free  of  the  duty  payable  upon  poft  letters  £  which 
copy  was  accordingly  laid  before  the  houfe  upon  the 
19th  •,    and  upon  the  26th,   the  fame  gentleman 
moved,  6  That  it  might  be  taken  into  consideration.8 
The  warrant  being  accordingly  read,  the  houfe  pro- 
ceeded to  take  ic  into  confederation  •,  upon  which  oc- 
cafion,  complaints  were  made  by  feveral  members, 
that  their  letters  were  not  only  charged  at  the  poft- 
office,  but  that  they  were  often  broke  open  and  pe- 
rufed  by  the  clerks  •,  and  that  this  practice  of  break- 
ing open  letters,  was  become  fo  frequent,  and  was 
fo  publickly  known,  that  the  very  end  for  which  that 
liberty  was  given  to  the  poft-mafters,  was  intirely 
difappointed  *,  for  the  intention  being  at  firft  to  dif- 
cover  any  treafonable  correfpondence  that  might  be 
carried  on  againft  the  government,  that  intention  was 
rendered  altogether  vain,  becaufe  by  the  practice  of 
opening  letters  being  fo  frequent,  and  fo  well  known, 
it  was  certain,  that   no  man  would  carry  on  any 
treafonable  correfpondence  by  means  of  the  poft- 
office  5  fo  that  the  liberty  given  to  break  open  letters 
at  the  poft-office,  could  now  ferve  no  purpofe,  but 
to  enable  the  little  clerks  about  that  office,  to  pry 
into  the  private  affairs  of  every  merchant,  and  of 
every  gentleman  in  the  kingdom.     At  iaft  it  was 
infilled,  that  the  warrant  then  laid  before  the  houfe, 
was  not  the  laft  warrant  granted  by  his  Majefty,  nor 
the  warrant  by  which  the  poft-mafters  then  acted  •, 
and  therefore  it  was  moved,    That   a  Committee 
fhould  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  that  affair. 

This  motion  was  Supported  by  Edward  Lijle^  Efq; 
member  for  Marlborough  in  Wiltjhire^  George  Heatb- 
cote^  Efq-,  William  Pulteney,  Efq;  Robert  Dundafs, 

Efgi 
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Efq;  and  Mr.  Alderman  Perry ;  and  it  was  a  little 
oppofed  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  Henry  Pelham% 
Efq-,  but  at  lait  they  agreed  to  the  motion,  provid- 
ing that  Committee  mould  not  inquire  into  any  thing 
that  might  tend  to  the  difcovering  of  any  of  the  fe- 
crets  of  the  government :  And  a  Committee  wajs 
appointed  accordingly. 

ON  the  28  th  of  March^  Mr,  Plummer  reported,  Their  report 
from  the  faid  Committee,  4  That  they  had 
4  examined  the  matter  to  them  referred,  and  had  di~ 
4  reded  him  to  report  the  fame,  as  it  appeared  to 

*  them,  together  with  their  refolutions  thereupon,  to 
4  the  houfe;*  which  report  being  read,  and  deliver- 
ed in  at  the  table,  the  fame  was  taken  into  confide- 
ration  on  the  1 6th  day  of  Aprils  and  the  refolutions 
of  the  Committee  were  as  follow,  viz, 

Refohed, 

4  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 

4  the  privilege  of  franking  letters  by  the  knightsB 

4  citizens  and  burgefTes,  chofentoreprefenttheCom- 

4  mons  in   Parliament,  began  with  the  erecting  a 

*  pod-office  within  this  kingdom,  by  act  of  Par- 
4  liament. 

4  2.  That  all  letters  (not  exceeding  two  ounces) 

4  figned  by  the  proper  hand  of,  or  directed  to  any 

4  member  of  this  houfe,  during  the  fitting  of  every 

4  fefiion  of  Parliament,  and  forty  days  before  and 

4  forty  days  after  every  fummons  or  prorogation* 

4  ought  to  be  carried  and  delivered  freely  and  fafely 

4  from  all  parts  of  Great- Britain  and  Ireland^  with- 

4  out  any  charge  or  poftage. 

4  3.  That  it  is  an  h;gh  infringement  of  the  pri- 

*  vilege  of  the  knights,  citizens  and  burgefTes,  cho- 

*  fen  to  reprefent  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain  in 

*  Parliament,  for  any  poft>mafter,  his  deputies  of 

B  4  agents. 
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1  agents,  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  to  detain  or  de- 
c  lay,  open  or  look  into,  by  any  means  whatfoever? 
€  any  letter  directed  to,  or  figned  by  the  proper 

*  hand  of  any  member,  without  an  exprefs  warrant 

*  in  writing,  under  the  hand  of  one  of  the  principal 

*  fecretaries  of  (late,  for  every  fuch  detaining,  de~ 

*  laying,  opening,  or  looking  into. 

*  4.  That  all  letters  directed  to  any  member  of 
c  this  houfe,  at  any  place  within  the  bills  of  mor- 

*  tality,  be  carried  by  the  proper  officers  of  the 

*  pott-office,  to  the  houfe  or  lodgings  of  fuch  mem- 

*  ber,  or  to  the  lobby  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

*  5.  That  it  is  a  notorious  breach  of  the  privilege 

*  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  any  perfon  to  coun- 

*  terfeit  the  hand,  or  put  the  name  of  any  member 
f  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  upon  any  letter,  in  or- 

*  der  to  prevent  its  being  charged  with  the  duty  of 
'  pottage, 

*  6.  That  fuch  perfons  as  {frail  prefume  to  do 
y  the  fame,  ought  to  be  proceeded  againft  with  the 

*  utmott  fe verity.* 

.  The  firft  two  of  thefe  refolutions  were  that  day 
agreed  to,  and  on  the  25th  of  the  fame  month,  the 
third  refolution  was  amended  thus. 

*  That  it  is  an  high  infringement  of  the  privilege 

*  of  the  knights,  citizens  and  burgeffes,  chofen  to 

*  reprefent  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain  in  Parlia- 
1  ment,  for  any  pott-matter,  his  deputies  or  agents, 

*  in  Great-Britain  or  Ireland,  to  open  or  look  into, 

*  by  any  means  whatfoever,  any  letter  directed  to, 
6  or  figned  by  the  proper  hand  of  any  member, 
c  without  an  exprefs  warrant  in  writing,  under  the 

*  hand  of  one  of  the  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate, 

*  for  every  fuch  opening,  or  looking  into,  or  to  de- 

*  tain  or  delay  any  letter,  directed  to,  or  figned 

*  with 
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«  with  the  name  of  any  member,  unlefs  there  mall 

1  be  jutt  reafon  to  fufpecl:  fome  counterfeit  of  it, 

k  without  an  expreis  warrant  of  a  principal  fecretary 

*  of  (late  as  aforefaid,  for  every  fuch  detaining  or 

*  delaying.' 

Then  the  three  other  refolutions  were  feverally 
read  a  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to,  without  any  a- 
mendment. 


o 


N  the  2 1  ft  of  February ,  the  houfe  went  again  Farther  re- 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  con-  ^"commit, 
fider  farther  of  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  t«offuPPiyB 
when  they  came  to  feveral  refolutions,  which  were 
on  the  24th  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  and  were  as 
follow,  viz. 

€  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  215,710/.  6  s.  $d. 
4  halfpenny,  be'granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  maintain- 
*■  ing  his  Majefty's  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  plan- 
4  tations,  Minorca  and  Gibraltar,  and  for  provifions 
4  for  the  garrifons  at  j$napolis  Royals  Canfo,  Placen- 

*  tia  and  Gibraltar,  for  the  year  1735. 

4  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  10,273/.  is.  yd. 
4  farthing,  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  defray- 

*  ing  feveral  extraordinary  expences  and  fervices, 
4  incurred  Anno  1734,  and  not  provided  for  by  Par- 

*  liament. 

4  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  18,850/.  gs.  2d. 

*  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  upon  account,  for 
4  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  hofpital,  for  the  year 
'  i7$5- 

Immediately  after  thefe  refolutions  were  agreed  to,  Motion  fcr* 
Sir  William  Wyndham  flood  up,  and  moved  to  read  mktce^To 
the  journal  of  the  houfe  of  the  5th  of  December,  in  "j!*"*"* 
the  2d  year  of  the  reign  of  King  William  and  Queen  ofCthc°na£/S 
Marx,  in  relation  to  the  report  from  the  committee, 
to  whom  the  confideration  of  the  eftimates  and  ac- 
counts 
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counts  relating  to  the  army,  navy  and  treafury,  were* 
referred,  which  was  accordingly  read.  Then  he 
moved  to  read  the  journal  of  the  houfe  of  the  9th  day 
of  November ,  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  their 
faid  Majefties,  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  a 
committee,  to  infpect  the  eftimate  of  the  charge  of 
their  Majefty's  navy  for  the  year  1692  ;  and  the 
fame  being  then  read  accordingly,  he  then  mov- 
ed, c  That  the  ordinary  eftimate  of  his  Majefty's 
c  navy  for  the  year  1735,   might  be  referred  to  the 

*  consideration  of  a  felecl:  committee,  and  that  they 

*  mould  examine  the  fame,  and  report  the  facts  with 

*  their  opinion  thereupon  to  the  houfe.' 

The  argument  in  fupport  of  this  motion  was  in 
fubftance  as  follows,  viz. 


lor  it. 


Argument        *  Sir,  when  I  reflect:  upon  the  long  peace  this  na- 
4  tion  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  enjoy,  I  am  fur- 

*  prifed  to  confider  how  bad  an  ufe  has  been  made 

*  of  it  by  the  public,  how  fmall  a  part  ofourpub- 

*  lie  debts  has  in  air  that  time  been  paid  offj  but 
4  when  1  confider  the  vaft  fums  that  have  been  year- 
4  ly  raifed  in  all  that  time,  when  I  confider  that  the 

*  people  have  not  been  made  quite  free  of  any  one 

*  tax  which  the  preceeding  war  brought  upon  them, 

*  nor  any  tax,  except  one  only,  in  the  leaft  dimi- 

*  nifhed,  I  am  really  aftonifhed :  I  cannot  compre- 

*  hend  how  it  was  poffible,  in  every  year  of  this  long 

*  term  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  to  find  fo  much  as 
■  plaufibie  pretences  for  putting  the  nation  to  fuch 

*  a  vaft  expence  ;  and  I  muft  think,  if  our  Parlia- 
*•  ments,  for  thefe  twenty  years  paft,  had  followed 

*  the  laudable  example  laid  down  in  the  precedents 
c  now  read  to  you,  and  had  always  appointed  a  fe- 

*  left  committee,  to  confider  and  examine  the  efti- 
c  mates  yearly  laid  before  them,  it  would  not  have 
6  been  poflible  to  prevail  with  them  to  agree  that  fuch 
c  an  expence  was  neceffary, 

*  This, 
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*  This,  Sir,  I  wifli  had  been  done  by  every  Par- 

*  liament,  not  only  for  thcfe  twenty  years  pad,  but 
4  by  every  Parliament  fince  the  Revolution  :  But  as 

*  it  is  never  too  late  to  do  well,  and  as  this  is  the 

*  firft  feflion  of  a  new  Parliament,  I  hope  we  mall 
4  begin  to  follow  that  example  which  was  fhewn  by 
4  the  firft  Parliament  after  the  Revolution.  I  hope 
4  it  will  not  be  faid,  but  that  Parliament  had  as 
4  good  reafon  to  put  a  confidence  in  the  adminiftra- 
4  tion  as  this  Parliament  has,  or  as  any  Parliament 
4  had  fince  that  time ;  and  yet  we  find  that  Parlia- 
4  ment,  in  their  very  firft  feflion,  palling  an  act,  and 
4  by  ballot  appointing  commiflioners,  for  taking  and 
4  examining  the  accounts  of  all  public  monies,  and 

*  refolving  that  no  perfon  mould  be  one  of  thole 
4  commiflioners,  who  had  any  office  of  profit,  or 
4  was  accountable  to  their  Majefties  ;  and  their  care 
4  of  the  public  money,  in  their  fecond  and  third  fef- 
4  fions,  we  may  colled  from  the  journals  now  read 
4  to  us.    For  this  reafon  I  am  convinced,  that  what 

*  I  am  now  to  propofe  cannot  be  reflected  on,  as 
4  fhewing  the  leaft  difrefpect  to  his  Majefty,  or  as 
4  tending  to  fhew  a  diffidence  in  our  prefent  admi- 
4  niftration.  It  is  only  fhewing  that  prudent  care  of 
4  the  people's  money,  which  we  ought  always  to 
4  fhew  as  their  reprefentatives,  even  tho'  there  were 
4  no  particular  reafon  for  our  being  fo  careful. 

4  But  at  prefent,  Sir,  we  have  a  particular  and  a 
4  very  melancholy  reafon  for  refuming  the  ancient 
4  ufage  of  Parliament :  It  is  well  known,  that  efti- 
4  mates  have  been  every  year  laid  before  this  houfe, 
4  of  all  the  expences  which  were  then  fuppofed  to  be 
4  necefiary  for  the  enfuing  year  \  and  notwithftand- 
4  ing  thofe  eftimates  were  very  extraordinary,  and 
4  much  larger  than  were  ever  before  ufual  in  this 
4  nation,  yet  in  every  year  ample  provifion  has  been 
c  made  for  the  expences  of  the  enfuing  year,conform 
6  to  the  eftimates  that  had  been  laid  betore  the  houfe: 

4  This 
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This  is  known  to  every  man,  and  every  man  that 
does  know  it  muft:  think  it  very  odd,  that  in  fo 
fmall  a  number  of  years,  fuch  a  great  debt  fliould 
be  contracted  as  is  at  prefent  due  upon  account  of 
our  navy ;  but  it  muft  appear  ft  ill  more  furprifing 
when  we  confider,  that  in  every  feflion  of  Parlia- 
ment, accounts  have  been  laid,  or  ought  to  have 
been  laid  before  this  houfe,  of  the  deficiencies,  if 
any,  of  all  former  grants,  and  likewife  of  all  fer- 
vices  incurred,  and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 
If  fuch  accounts  had  been  fully  laid  before  this 
houfe,  and  rightly  confidered,  they  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  examined  into  in  every  fucceeding 
feffion  ;  the  deficiencies,  if  real,  would  then  cer- 
tainly have  been  made  good  ;  and  the  fervices,  if 
found  to  have  been  necefTarily  incurred,  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  provided  for,  out  of  the  firft  and 
readieft  of  the  grants  made  for  the  fervice  of  the 
next  enfuing  year. 

'  This,  Sir,  is  the  natural  and  the  only  proper 
way  of  providing  for  all  deficiencies,  and  for  all 
fervices  incurred  and  not  provided  for  by  the  for- 
mer feflion  of  Parliament :  While  this  method  is 
regularly  purfued,  the  ftrength  of  the  nation  is  not 
impaired  by  loading  pofterity  with  debts  and  mort- 
gages, nor  can  the  people  be  fo  eafily  prevailed  on 
to  fubmit  to  any  extravagant  and  unneceffary  ex^ 
pence  j  and  the  facts  being  frefh  in  every  man's 
memory,  if  any  fraud  or  fallacy  be  artfully  couch- 
ed under  any  of  the  articles  of  the  accounts  given 
in,  it  may  be  eafily  difcovered ;  but  when  the 
nation  is  thus  fecretly  run  in  debt,  the  ftrength  of 
it  is  daily  impaired  ;  the  people  being  ignorant  of 
their  expence,  cannot  find  fault  with  any  of  thofe 
extravagant  meafures  which  occafioned  that  ex- 
pence  -,  and  when  accounts  are  brought  into  this 
houfe  in  fuch  a  heap,  and  after  the  tranfactions  to 
which  they  relate  have  been  all  pad  and  forgotten, 
it  is  then  impoflible  for  gentlemen,  who  perufe 

«  them 
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*  them  only  at  the  table,  to  difcover  the  falfliood  of 
c  any  of  the  articles,  or  the  fallacies  that  may  be 
4  practifed  in  the  manner  of  dating  the  accounts. 

4  Upon  fuch  a  flight  view,  Sir,  as  I  have  taken  of 

*  the  accounts  now  upon  the  table,  it  is  not  poflible 
4  for  me  to  enter  into  the  particular  articles  ;  but 
4  I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  one  article,  which 
4  to  me  appears  to  be  a  very  extraordinary  one. 
4  There  is  one  article  of  near  250,006/.  charged, 
4  not  for  the  building  of  mips,  but  for  the  building 
4  of  houfes ;  whether  fuch  houfes  were  neceffary,  I 
4  mall  not  now  pretend  to  determine,  but  if  they 
4  were,  I  think  it  is  too  large  a  fum  for  any  mini- 
4  fter,  or  for  any  adminiftration  to  have  expended, 
4  without  a  previous  authority  from  Parliament ;  and 
4  that  I  am  fure  was  never  fo  much  as  afked  for. 
4  What  the  prefent  age  may  think  of  fuch  a  fum,  or 
4  what  the  gentlemen  of  this  houfe  may  think  of  fuch 
4  a  fum  I  do  not  know  ;  but  I  am  fure  our  ancef- 
c  tors,  even  thofe  of  the  very  laft  age,  would  have 
4  been  extremely  fhy  of  loading  the  people  with  at 
«  leaft  a  fix-pence  in  the  pound  upon  all  the  lands  in 
«  Great-Britain^  for  no  other  purpofe,  but  that  of 
«  building  houfes   for  the  commifiioners  and  other 

*  officers  belonging  to  the  admiralty  *,  and  I  mud 
4  think  it  a  little  extraordinary  to  fee  minifters,  of 
4  their  own  heads,  undertake  to  do  that,  which  even 
4  Parliaments  of  old  would  fcarcely  have  undertaken 
4  to  have  done.  It  is  true,  Parliaments  have  of  late 
4  become  very  good-natured,  they  have  put  great 
4  truft  and  confidence  in  minifters,  and  have  gene- 
4  rally,  I  fhall  not  lay  blindly,  approved  of  all  mi- 
4  nifterial  meafures :  This  may,  perhaps,  have  made 
4  minifters  prefume  a  little  farther  than  they  would 
4  otherwife  have  done  ;  but  I  am  very  fure  that  in 
4  former  times,  nay,  till  very  lately,  no  minifter 
4  would  have  dared  to  have  drawn  the  nation  into 
4  fuch  an  cxpence,  without  an  authority  from  Par- 
4  liament  for  fo  doing, 

4  This 
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c  This  article  would,  I  believe,  Sir,  have  appear- 

*  ed  a  little  extraordinary,  in  the  moft  flourifhing 

*  circumftances  that  ever  this  nation  was  in  •,    but  in 

*  our  prefent  circumftances,  when  the   people  are 

*  groaning  under  heavy  taxes,  when  moft   of  thofe 

*  taxes  are  already  engaged  for  the  payment  of  our 
'  debts,  I  muft  think  it  highly  extravagant.     We 

*  ought  to  make  our  eftate  our  own,  we  ougnt  to 

*  free  it  from  thofe  mortgages  that  are  upon  it,  be- 

*  fore  we  think  of  beautifying   it  with  fumptuous 

*  and  coftly  buildings,     However,  Sir,  let  me  fuj> 

*  pofe  that  this  expence   was  no  way  extravagant^ 

*  that  it  was  abfolutely  necefTary,  yet  ft  ill  it  ought 

*  to  have  been  provided    for  by  Parliament  before 
6  it  was  undertaken,  or  at  leaft  it  ought  to  have 

*  been  provided  for  by  the  very  next  feflion  after  it 

*  was  laid  out :    In  that  cafe  the  Parliament  would 

*  probably  have  taken  care  to  have  faved  as  much 

*  upon  fbme  other  article  :    By  that  means  our  be- 

*  ing  involved  in  fo  heavy  a  debt  as  we  are  at  pre- 
4  fent,  would  have  been  prevented,    and  we   would 

*  have  been  in  a  more  tolerable  condition  for  aft- 

*  ing  that  part,  which  the  prefent  circumftances  of 
c  Europe  may  make  incumbent  upon  us  to  under- 

*  take. 

*  The  revenues  of  a  nation,  Sir,  which  always  a- 
«  rife  from  thofe  taxes  the  people  are  obliged  to  pay, 
c  may  properly  be  compared  to  the  revenues  of  a 

*  private  gentleman's  eftate  ;   and  every  gentleman 

*  who  has  a  regard  to  his  family,  or  to  his  own  cre- 

*  dit,  will  certainly  proportion  his  expence  and  way 
c  of  living  to  the  revenues  of  his  eftate,  taking  care 

*  to  fave  as  much  yearly  as  may  be  necefTary  for  pro- 
1  viding  for  the  younger  children  of  his  family,  and 

*  for  anfwering  thofe  contingent  expences,  which  fu- 

*  ture  accidents  or  misfortunes  may  probably  bring 

*  him    into :     Such  a    gentleman    will    confider, 

*  that  if,  by  his  way  of  living,  or  by  any  expenfive 

*  projeft,  he  fpends  more  than  the  yearly  revenue 

*  of 
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4  of  his  eftate  may,  according  to  this  computation, 

*  anfwer,  he  muft  yearly  deftroy  a  part  of  his  eftate  •, 
4  and  that  the  greater  this  furplus  is,  the  fooner   his 

*  eftate  and  family  will  be  ruined.     Let  us  fuppofe, 

*  then,  that  fuch  a  gentleman  had  defired  his  fteward 
4  to  fit  down  and  compute  the  method  and  manner 
4  how  he  was  to  live,  the  number  of  fervants  he  was 
4  to  maintain,  and  the  equipage  he  was  to  keep  up, 
4  fo  as  not  to  fpend  yearly  more  than  the  revenue  of 
4  his  eftate  could  bear,  allowing  fo  much  yearly  for 
4  children's  provifions,  for  paying  off  mortgages,  if 
4  he  had  any  upon  his  eftate,  and  for  future  contin- 
4  gencies :  Suppofe  this  fteward  had  prefcribed  fuch 
4  a  manner  of  living,  and  had  for  feveral  years  fed 
4  him  up  in  the  notion,  that  he  was  fpending  no 
4  more  yearly  than  his  eftate  could  bear  •,  but  at  laft 
4  brings  him  in  a  terrible  account  of  expences  incur- 
4  red  and  debts  contracted,  by  the  manner  of  living 
4  which  he  himfelf  had  prefcribed,  and  gravely  tells 
4  him,  he  muft  fell  or  mortgage  one  of  hisbeftma- 
4  nors  for  paying  off  thofe  debts  :  What  would  fuch 
4  a  fteward  deferve  ?  What  treatment  could  he  ex- 
4  pe£t  to  meet  with  ?  Surely  he  muft  at  leaft  expect 
4  all  his  accounts  to  be  canvaffed,  and  examined  in 
4  the  ftri&eft  manner,  and  that  his  mafter  would  ne- 
4  ver  place  a  confidence  in  any  of  his  fchemes  or 
4  calculations  for  the  future. 

4  The  cafe,  Sir,  is  the  fame  with  this  nation  at 

4  prefent:  We  have  been  cajoled  and  made  believe, 

4  that  what  we  were  fpending  yearly  was  no  more 

4  than  the  taxes  yearly  raifed  would  anfwer :  Thefe 

4  taxes  have  been  chearfully  granted  by  Parliament, 

4  and  as  chearfully  paid  by  the  people,  in  full  ex- 

4  pedtation  that  thefe  were  all  that  were  neceflary  for 

4  anfwering  our  annual  expence  ;  but  now,  Sir,  when 

4  we  are  in  danger  of  being  brought  into  a  great  and 

4  unforefeen  expence  ;  we  are  told  that  we  have  run 

4  much  in  arrear,  that  a  great  debt  has  been  con- 

4  tracked,  and  that,  for  the  payment  of  this  debt,  we 

*  muft 
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*  muft  either  mortgage  thofe  funds  which  ought  to 

*  be  referved  for  a  time  of  danger,  or  we  muft  lay 

*  violent  and  impious  hands  upon  thofe  funds  which 

*  have  been  long  ago  declared  facred,  and  religiouf- 

*  ly  appropriated  for  relieving  us  from  thofe  heavy 

*  burdens  we  at  prefent  groan  under.     While  we 
«  are  members  of  this  houfe,  Sir,  we  are  the  truftees 

*  and  the  guardians  of  the  people  •,    and  when  the 

*  people  have  been  fo  much  cajoled  and  deceived, 

*  when  they  have   been  thus  infenfibly  run  into  a 

*  heavy  and  unexpected  arrear,   (hall  we  approve 

*  of  the  accounts  of  thofe  fervices,   by  which  that 

*  arrear  has  been  occafioned,    without  examining 

*  ftrictly  into    every  article  ?    I    muft    think  we 

*  are  both   in    honour   and  confcience,    bound  to 

*  examine  them  in  the  ftrictecl:  manner,  and  there- 
4  fore  I   fhall  beg  leave   to  move,  &c.  (as  before 

*  mentioned.)5 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  as  follows,  viz. 

Anfwer.  c  Sir,  the  affairs  of  Europe,  and  the  various  inci- 

*  dents  that  have  occurred  fince  the  famous  peace  of 

*  Utrecht,  are  fo  frefh  in  every  man's  memory,  that 

*  I  think  it  very  unneceffary  to  enter  into  any  parti- 

*  cular  detail  of  them  ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  only  ob- 

*  ferve  in  general,  that  every  man,  who  knows  any 

*  thing  of  the  hiftory  of  Europe  for  thefe  laft  twen- 

*  ty  years,   may  very  eafily  give  a  reafon  why   we 

*  have  not  been  able  to  pay  off  any  very  confidera- 

*  ble  part  of  our  public  debts.     There  was  no  me- 

*  thod  of  paying  off  honeftly  and  fairly  any  of  our 

*  debts  formerly  contracted,   but  by  increafing  the 
1  public  revenue,   or  faving  a  part  yearly  of  that 

*  which  had  before  been  eftablifhed  ;  and  any  gen- 
«  tleman  who  will  attend  to  our  conduct  for  thefe 

*  laft  twenty  years  will  fee,   and  muft  acknowledge, 
c  that  both  thefe  methods  have  been  purfued  as  much 

*  as  it  was  poffible.    We  could  not  increafe  the  pub- 
*  «  lie 
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c  lie  revenue  by  impofing  any  new  taxes,  for  our 
'  people  think  they  are  already  burdened  with 
c  too  many  •,  and  if  any  fuch  method  had  been  pro- 

*  pofed,  it  would  certainly  have  been  oppofed,  per- 
c  haps  by  fome  of  thole  gentlemen  who  now  find 
'  fault  with  fo  fmall  a  part  of  our  debts  having  been 
8  paid  off:  The  only  other  method  of  increafing  the 
'  public  revenue  was,    by  having  the  taxes  carefully 

*  collected,  and  thereby  endeavouring  to  inereafe  the 
c  produce  of  each ;  and  this  has  been  purfued  with 
'  the  utmoft  care  and  induftry,  infomuch  that  moft 
c  of  our  taxes  produce  more  now  than  they  did  twen- 
c  ty  years  ago. 

c  With  refpect  to  the  faving  a  part  of  the  public 
e  revenue  which  had  been  before  eftablifhed,  it  could 

4  be  done  no  other  way  than  by  reducing  the  intereft 
6  payable  to  the  creditors  of  the  public,  or  by  re- 
c  ducing  the  public  annual  expence :  The  firft  of 
6  thefe  methods,  I  believe  it  will  be  acknowledge 
c  ed,  has  been  purfued  with  great  induftry,  and, 
s  luckily  for  the  nation,  with  great  fuccefs  ;  and  no 

1  man  can  wich  juftice  fay,  that  for  thefe  twenty 
s  years  paft  the  nation  has  been  put  to  any  expence, 
1  but  what  wasabfolutely  neceiTary,  according  to  the 
E  circumftances  the  affairs  of  Europe,  or  the  affairs 

5  of  the  nation  were  in  at  the  time  ;  nor  has  it  been 
'-  put  to  any  expence  but  what   was   regularly  laid 

:  before  the  Parliament,  and  always  approved  of 
:  by  Parliament  •,  fo  that  the  finding  fault  with  any 
'  part  of  our  conduct  for  thefe  twenty  years  paft, 
;  is  not  really  finding  fault  with  the  conduct  of  our 
;  minifters,  but  with  the  conduct  of  King  and  Par- 
liament. 

c  I  fhall  agree  with  the  honourable  gentlemen, 
Sir,  that  eft i mates  have  been  every  year  laid  be- 
fore the  houfe,  of  what  was  then  fuppofed  to  be 
neceffary  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year  •,  and 
I  hope  they  will  agree  with  me  that  it  was  right  to 
do  lb ;  but  I  never  heard  that  the  gentlemen  who 
Vol.  XIII.  C  «  com- 
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4  computed  thofe  eftimates,  and  laid  them  before  Par- 

*  liament,  pretended  to  be  infallible*,  and  as  they  ne- 
6  ver  pretended  to  be  fo,  they  have  often  found  they 

*  were  not;  the  eftimates  they  have  given  in  have  been 

*  found  to  be  deficient,  fome  of  the  neceffary  fervices 

*  have  been  fometimes  omitted,  of  the  fum  thereby 

*  allotted,  have  been  found  not  fufficientforanfwering 

*  the  fervices  for  which  they  were  appointed,  and  this 

*  is  one  of  the  reafons  why  fo  large  a  debt  now  appears 

*  to  be  due  on  account  of  the  navy  :    Another  rea- 

*  fon  is,  that  the  funds  appointed  by  Parliament,  for 
■  raifing  thofe  funis  which  were  yearly  granted  by 

*  them  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy,  have  been  al- 

*  ways  found  deficient ,  and  a  third  reafon  is,  that 

*  the  Parliament  have  often  found  it  neceffary,  for 

*  the  fafety  of  the  nation,  to  give  his  Majefty  votes 

*  of  credit,   in  purfuance  of  which  fome  additional 

*  expences  have  been  incurred,   above  what  were 

*  mentioned  in  the  eftimates  yearly  given  in  at  the  be- 

*  ginning  of  the  feflion ;  and  as  luch  expences  were  ge- 

*  nerally  incurred,  by  making  additions  to  our  navy, 

*  (which  is  the  natural  defence  of  this  nation,  in  all 
1  times  of  danger)  it  has  greatly  increafed  the  debt  due 
4  on  account  of  our  navy,  and  is  one  of  the  chief  rea- 

*  fons  why  that  debt  is  now  become  fo  confiderable. 

*  All  thefe  deficiencies,    as  foon   as  they  were 

*  known,  have  been  every  year  regularly  laid  be- 
4  fore  Parliament ;  fome  of  thofe  accounts  relating 

*  to  the  navy  debt,  which  are  now  upon  your  table, 

*  have  been  for  feveral  years  fucceflively  laid  upon 

*  your  table,  and  all  of  them,  except  fome  few  ar- 

*  tides  which  have  lately  accrued,  were  laid  before 

*  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament ;  but,  for  what  reafons 
4  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  determine,  the  Parliament 

*  never  thought  fit  to  provide  for  thofe  deficiencies, 

*  or  to  pay  off  any  part  of  that  debt  which  has  been 

*  thereby  occafioned  ;  though  I  muft  fuppofe  that, 
c  as  the  accounts  were  regularly  laid  before  Parlia- 

*  ment,  when  the  fa&s  and  the  transactions  to  which 

*  they 
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they  related  were  frefli  in  every  man's  memory, 
if  any  error  or  fallacy  could  have  been  pointed 
out,  or  if  any  objection  could  have  been  made  to 
any  one  of  the  articles,  it  would  not  only  have 
been  taken  notice  of  in  this  houfe,  but  would  have 
been  made  a  fubjedfc  for  clamour  over  the  whole 
nation  ;  for  there  always  have  been,  and  I  hope 
there  will  always  be,  a  great  number  of  gentlemen 
in  this  houfe,  not  only  capable,  but  ready  and  wil- 
ling to  difcover  any  falfhoods  or  fallacies,  that  may 
be  artfully  foifted  into  our  public  accounts ;  and  if 
any  fuch  difcovery  had  been  made,  our  tranfac- 
tions  are  not  fo  fecret,  but  thofe  who  are  difaffect- 
ed  to  his  Majefty's  family,  and  government,  or 
difcontented  with  the  adminiftration,  might  have 
got  hold  of  the  difcovery,  and  would  certainly 
have  from  thence  endeavoured  to  have  raifed  a 
popular  clamour,  at  leaft,  againft  the  adminiftra- 
tion :  For  this  reafon  I  mud  fuppofe,  that  all  the 
accounts  upon  your  table  have  already  been  fuffi- 
ciently  canvafTed  •,  and  therefore  I  cannot  think 
there  is  any  occafion  for  appointing  a  felecl:  com- 
mittee for  that  purpofe. 

4  As  for  the  article,  Sir,  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
men have  been  pleafed  to  diftinguifh  by  a  parti- 
cular remark  ;  it  is  certain  that  houfes,  docks, 
dock-yards,  and  magazines,  are  as  necefTary  for 
the  fupport  of  our  navy  as  mips  of  war  -,  and  it  is 
as  necefTary  to  rebuild  the  former,  when  fallen  to 
decay,  as  it  is  necefTary  to  rebuild  the  latter.  To 
pretend  that  minifters,  by  directions  from  his  Ma- 
jefty,  cannot  or  ought  not  to  order  a  dock,  dock- 
yard or  admiralty-office,  to  be  repaired  or  rebuilt, 
without  having  firft  laid  the  fame  before  Parlia- 
ment, feems  to  me  fomething  very  extraordinary ; 
it  may  be  as  well  pretended,  that  they  ought  not 
to  order  a  man  of  war  to  be  rebuilt  or  repaired, 
without  firft  having  laid  the  fame  before  Parlia- 
ment :  In  this  refpecT,  the  greatneft  or  the  fmall- 
C  2  •  nefs 
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c  nefs  of  the  fum  can  make  no  difference  -,    it  is  the 

*  nature  of  the  feryice  only  we  are  to  regard,   when 

•  *  we  are  to  determine,  whether  it  ought  or  ought 

*  not  to  be  laid  before  Parliament,  before  it  be  un- 
c  dertaken  ;  and  furely  no  man  will  fay,  but  that  his 
c  Majefty,  or  his  miniilers  by  his  direction,    may 

*  give  orders  to  rebuild  a  man  of  war,  or  to  repair 

*  or  rebuild  a  public  office,  without  having  firfl  laid 
c  the  affair  before  Parliament  for  their  approbation, 
8  I  believe  it  will  be  granted,  and,  if  it  were  inquired 

*  into,  it  would  be  found,  that  no  money  has  been 

•  *  laid  out  in  this  way,  nor  any  houfes  built,  but  what 

*  were  abfolutely  neceflary  ;  and  if  there  had  been 

*  any  falfhood  or  fallacy  in  any  of  the  accounts  re- 
'  *  lating  to  that  expence,  as  they  have  been  long  upon 

c  the  table,  it  would  certainly  have  been  difcovered, 

- 6  and  would  long  before  now  have  been  taken  notice  of. 

c  Thus  it  muft  appear,  Sir,  that  the  ftory  we  have 

'  c  been  told  of  a  Reward's  running  his  mailer  in  debt, 

*  is  ro  way  parallel  to  the  prefent  cafe  ;  for  this  na- 
:  *  tion  has  been  run  into  no  extraordinary   expence, 

6  but  what  had  not  only  the  authority  of  Parliament 

«  before  it  was  undertaken,    but  the  approbation  of 

c  Parliament  after  it  was  laid  out ;    and  if  any  debt 

•  *  has  been  con  traded,   if  the  funds  appropriated  for 

-  *  the  fervice  of  the  year  have  proved  at  any  time 
c  deficient,  or  if  any  fervices  have  been  incurred, 

*  which- were  not  provided  for  by  Parliament,  thofe 
4  deficiencies  and  thofe  fervices,  have  been  regular- 

*  ly  laid  before  Parliament,  as  foon  as  they  could  be 

•  *  brought  into  an  account :  A  nd  it  is  very  certain, 
c  if  a  fteward  fhould  run  his  mafler  into  no  expence 
c  but  what  he  had   a  previous  authority   for,  and 

*  mould  fairly  and  honeftly  lay  before  his  m after  e- 

-  *  very  year,  or  as  often  as  it  could  pofiibly  be  done, 
4  a  full  account  of  the  debt  he  had  contracted  in  the 

*  preceding  year,  that  fteward  could  deferve  no  cen- 

*  fure  from  his  mafter,  nor  would  his  mafler  have  a- 
4  ny  reafon  for  examining  his  accounts,  in  a  more 

«  particular 
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4  particular  manner  than  he  had  ever  done   thole  of 

4  any  other  Reward. 

4  Now,  Sir,  as  it  mud  be  granted  that  the  nam- 

c  ing  of  a  fclect  committee,  to  inquire  into  and  exa- 

4  mine  any  accounts  or  eftimates,   is  a  very  txtraor- 

4  dinary  method  of  proceeding  ;    a   method   which 

4  lias  not  been  practiied    for  many  years,  and   never 

*  was  often  practiied,  we  mult  llippofe  it  will  give 
4  a  general  alarm,  and  will  make  people  imagine, 
4  that  fome  frauds  have  been  committed,  or  at  leaft 
4  that  there  is  a  fufpicion  that  fome  frauds  have  been 

*  committed  :  This  will,  of  courfe,  throw  a  reflec- 
4  tion  upon  his  Majefty's  government ;  and  therefore 
4  I  think  we  ought  not  to  enter  into  any  fuch  method, 
4  without  fome  very  ftrong  reafons ;  and  as  I  can 
4  fee  no  reafon  for  our  entring  into  any  fuch  method, 
4  as  I  can  fee  no  good  that  can  be  expected  from  any 

*  fuch  method,  as  I  am  convinced  it  will  do  a  great 
4  deal  of  mifchief,  by  raifmg  jealoufies  and  fears  a- 
4  monghis  Majefty's  fubjects,  therefore  I.  muft  be 
4  againtt  the  motion.' 

The  reply  was  in  fubftance  thus,  viz, 

4  Sir,  it   is  from  the  knowledge  I  have  of  the  Reply. 

4  hiftory  of  this  nation  in  particular,  and  the  hiftory 

4  of  Europe  in  general,  that  I  am  fo  much  furprized, 

4  with  refpect  to  the  fmall  part  of  our  public  debts 

4  that  has  been  paid  off,  notwithstanding  the  conti- 

4  nuance  of  all  our  taxes,  and  the  vaft  fums  that 

4  have  been  raifed  in  every  year  of  that  time  •,    and 

4  the  more  I  confider  it,  the  more  I  am  furprized, 

4  the  lefs  I  can  account  for  the  unprofitable  ufe  we 

4  have  made  of  fuch  a  long  term  of  peace  and  tran- 

4  quillity  :  But  I  am  dill  more  furprized  to  hear  any 

4  gentleman  fay,   that  all  poffible  methods  have  been 

4  purfued,   either  for  diminishing  the  public  annual 

4  expence,  or  for  diminifhing  the  annual  intereft  due 

*  to  the  creditors  of  the  public ;  on  the  contrary,  I 

C  3  'am 
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4  am  convinced,  that  all  poffible  methods  have  been 

*  purfued  for  increafing  the  firft,  and  no  opportuni- 
4  ties  have  been  embraced,  for  reducing  either  the 
4  principal  or  the  intereft  due   to  the  creditors  of 

*  the  public,  but  luch  as  durft  not  be  refufed  or  ne- 
4  glected. 

4  We  have  been,  for  thefe  twenty  years,  in  a  con- 
4  tinued  courfe  of  public  peace  and  tranquility  •,  at 

*  leaft  we  have  had  no  war  declared,  nor  any  broil 

*  with  any  of  our  neighbours,  for  which  a  good  rea- 

*  fon  can  now,  in  my  opinion,  be  given,  or  from 
4  which  this  nation  has  reaped  any  vifible  advantage  -, 

*  and  yet,  in  every  year  of  that  time,  we  have  been 
*,  very  near  at  as  great  an  expence,  as  we  were  at  in 
4  any  one  year  of  the  heavy  war  in  King  William's 
4  reign  :    We  have  had  numerous   armies  kept  up 

*  within  our   own   country  •,    we  have  maintained 

*  many  Princes,  and  many  armies  in  foreign  coun- 

*  tries  •,  and  we  have  fent  many  expenfive  iquadrons 
4  into  almoft  all  places  of  the  world  ;  and  I  fhould 
4  be  glad  to  hear  a  reafon  for  any  of  our  naval  ex- 
4  peditions,  into  the  Baltic  or  the  Mediterranean,  gi- 
4  ven  by  thofe  who  are  now  for  our  looking  quietly 
f  on,  to  fee  the  Emperor  ftript  of  his  dominions  in 
4  Italy  •,  and  Mufccvy  prefcribing  laws,  and  giving 
6  fovereigns  to  its  neighbouring  kingdoms  :    In  like 

*  manner,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  hear  a  reafon,  for  our 
4  being  fo  much  alarmed  at  the  treaty  of  alliance 

*  only,  between  Spain  and  the  Emperor,  given  by 
4  thofe  who  now  feem  to  be  fo  little  alarmed  at  a 
4  treaty,  not  only  of  alliance  but  of  conqueft,  be- 

*  tween  France,  Spain,  and  Sardinia  :  This,  Sir,  I 
4  do  not  fay  with  a  defign  to  infmuate,  that  we  have, 
4  'as  yet,  any  great  reafon  to  be  alarmed  at  this  laft 
'  alliance ;  but  I  muft  think  we  had,  from  the  be- 
1  ginning,  much  greater  reafon  to  be  alarmed  with 

*  rt,  than  ever  we  fcad  to  be  alarmed  with  the  for- 

*  mer  ;  and  I  muft   think  it  would  now  have  been 

*  more  juftifiable  in  us,  to  have  thrown  ourfelves 

4  into 
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4  into  the  arms  of  the  Emperor,  in   order  to  have 

*  prevented    the  confequences  of  this  Jaft  alliance, 

*  than  ever  it  was  to  throw  ourfelves  into  the  arms 
4  of  France^  in  order  to  prevent  the  confequences  of 
L  the  former  :  From  all  which  I  mult  conclude,  ei- 
4  ther  that  a  great  part  of  the  expence  we  have  for- 
4  merly  been  at  might  have  been  faved,  or  that  our 
4  prefent  inactivity  is  highly  dangerous,  and  utterly 
4  inexcufable  ;  and,  which  of  thefc  two  to  chufe,  I 
4  ihall  leave  to  the  gentlemen  who  now  fo  ftrenuouf- 
4  ly  Lnfift,  that  for  thefe  lad  twenty  years  we   have 

*  taken  all  poffible  methods  to  diminifh  our  public 
4  annual  expence. 

4  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  diminifhing  of  the  intereft 
4  payable  to  the  creditors  of  the  public,  can  it  be 
4  faid,  that  we  have  taken  any  one  method  to  dimi- 
4  nidi  it,   but  what  the  nature  of  the  thing  and  the 

*  circumftances  of  the  nation  plainly  and  directly 
4  pointed  out,  nay  fo  plainly,  that  it  would  have 
4  been  highly  criminal  in  any  adminiftration  to  have 

*  neglected  the  opportunity  ?  But  if  we  had  applied 
4  the  finking  fund  religiouily  and  regwlary,  to  the 
4  payment  of  our  public  debts ;  if  we  had  faved  e- 

*  very  farthing  of  that   expence,    which  has  been 

*  thrown  away  in  maintaining  numerous  idle  armies, 
4  and  fending  out  many  idle  fquadrons,  and  had  ap- 
4  plied  all  thofe  favings  to  the  fame  honeft  purpofes, 
4  the  principal  of  our  public  debts  would  have  been 
4  fo  greatly  reduced,  that  the  creditors  who  remain  • 

*  ed  unpaid,  would  have  been  glad  to  have  taken 
4  what  intereft  we  were  pleafed  to  allow  them  :  Nay, 
4  I  do  not  know  but  the  principal  would,  by  this 
4  time,  have  been  fo  greatly  reduced,  that  the  three 

*  great  companies  would  have  been  glad  to  have  paf- 
4  fed  from  the  payment  of  any  future  intereft  upon 
4  what  was  due  to  them,  in  order  to  have  had  their 

*  charters  continued. 

4  Whether  accounts  were  regularly  laid  before 

*  Parliament,  of  the  prefent  navy  debt,  yearly,  as  it 

C  4  «  became 
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6  became  due,  is  what  I  mail  not  pretend  to  deny, 

c  becaufe  I  do  not  really  know  whether  it  was  fo  or 

'  not  •,  but  if  this  be  true,  which  I  fhall,  in  complai- 

4  fance  to  the  hon.  gentlemen,  admit,  it  is  theftron- 

*  geft  argument  that  can  be  given  for  what  is  now 
«  propoled  \  it  is  a  full  confirmation  of  that  old  pro- 
4  verb,  that  What  is  every  man's  bufmefs,  is  no  man's 
4  hufmefs ;  and  therefore,  an  unanfwerable  argument 

*  for  our  returning  to  the  old  cuftom  of  Parliament, 
4  and  appointing  felect  committees  every  year,  to 
4  confider  'and  examine  every  eftimate  that  is  laid  be- 

*  fore  us :  For  I  hope  no  man  will  fay,  but  that  we 

*  ought,  in  time  of  peace  efpecially,  to  raife  as  much 

*  within  the  year  as  will  anfwer  the  fervices  ol  the 
4  year;  and  if  any  deficiency  mould  happen  in  the 

*  funds  granted  for  one  year,  or  if  it  mould  be  found 

*  that  the  eftimates  were  deficient,  all  thofe  deficien- 
4  cies  ought  certainly  to  be  made  good  the  very  next 
4  year.     It  is  certainly  inconfiftent  v/ith  the  public 

*  good  to   leave  arrears    long  due ;    becaufe   when 

*  tradefmen,  or  thofe  who  furnifh  the  public  with 

*  what  is  necefTary  for  public  ufe,  muft  lie  for  years 

*  out  of  their  money,  it  is  certain  they  neither  can, 
4  nor  will  ferve  the  public  fo  cheap,  as  when  they 
4  know  they  are  fure  of  their  money  in  hand,  or 

*  within  a  few  months  after  the  goods  are  delivered  ; 

*  and  the  longer  any  of  thofe  arrears  (land  unpaid, 
4  the  more  expenfive  will  the  future  contracts  of  the 

*  public  always  be,   the  greater  price  they  will  be 

*  obliged  to  pay  for  every  thing  that  is  afterwards 

*  bought  rbr  public  ufe. 

*  With  refpect  to  miniflers,  indeed,  and  the  tools 

*  employed  under  them,  I  muft  obferve,  Sir,  that 
4  it  is  of  great  advantage  to  have  public  accounts 
4  (land  long  in  arrear,  and  this  advantage  is  greater 
4  in  the  navy  than  in  any  other  branch  of  public  bu- 
4  finefs  ;  becaufe  tradefmen,  and  others  who  ferve 
4  the  public,  but  efpecially  feamen,  cannot  lie  long 
c  out  of  their  money  ;    if  they  cannot  get  their  mo- 

?  ney 
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ney  foon  after  it  becomes  due,  tiiey  mud  go  to 
ufurers,  minifteriai  tools,  and  fuch  like  extortioners, 
to  fell  or  pledge  their  public  fecuritics  •,  this  brings 
fuch  fecurities  to  difcrcdit  and  difcount;  and  the 
more  there  are  of  them,  the  longer  they  are  off  be- 
ing paid,  the  greater  difcount  they  come  to  be  at; 
fo  that  at  laft  they  furnifh  a  plentiful  harveft  to  mi- 
nifters and  their  favourites  •,  for  when  the  difcount 
upon  thofe  fecurities  is  railed  to  fuch  a  iufficient 
height,  minifters  then  give  the  watch-word  to  their 
agents  and  favourites  to  go  out  and  purchafe  ;  and 
when  they  have  got  them  all,  or  mod;  of  them, 
into  their  hands,  then  the  minifteriai  bowels  begin 
to  yearn  for  the  fufferings  of  the  public  creditors, 
in  having  lain  fo  long  out  of  their  money  ;  and 
great  merit  is  aflumed  tor  their  coming  to  a  com- 
panionate refolution,  to  have  fuch  or  fuch  a  clafs 
of  public  creditors  paid  off:  This  houfe  is  always 
too  good-natur'd  to  refufe  fuch  a  juft  and  fuch  a 
benevolent  requeft ;  and  thus  ufurers,  extortioners, 
and  minifteriai  tools,  get  the  full,  value  of  thofe 
fecurities,which  they  purchafed  at  a  great  difcount. 
This,  Sir,  I  fhall  not  fay  is  the  cafe  at  prefent  •, 
but  I  muff  fay,  I  am  apt  to  believe,  if  an  inqui- 
ry were  made  into  the  affair,  it  would  be  found, 
that  there  is  but  a  very  fmall  part  of  the  debt  due 
upon  the  navy,  now  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who 
were  originally  the  creditors  of  the  public  ;  and 
even  this,  Sir,  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  inquiry  not 
unworthy  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of 
Great-Britain  in  Parliament  afTembled. 
'  But,  Sir,  whatever  the  intereft  of  minifters  may 
be,  it  is  certainly  the  intereft  of  the  public  to  pay 
oft'  their  debts  regularly,  and  as  foon  as  pofilble; 
and  as  I  am  convinced  every  gentleman  now,  or 
formerly  in  this  houfe,  has,  and  always  had,  the 
intereft  of  the  public  more  at  heart  than  the  intereft 
of  the  minifter  ;  therefore  I  am  convinced,  that  if 
thefe  accounts  have  been  upon  our  table,  all  the 

«  other 
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4  other  gentlemen  of  the  houie  are  in  the  fame  con- 
4  dition  with  me  •,  they  are  fo  far  from  having  can- 
4  varied  every  article  of  them,  that  they  are  quite  ig- 
4  norant  of  their  having  been  ever  laid  upon  the  ta- 
4  ble  before  this  feffion  of  Parliament :  If  any  gen- 
4  tlemen  had  but  caft  his  eye  upon  fuch  accounts,  in 
4  any  preceding  fefllon,  and  had  obferved  the  arrears 
4  (landing  unpaid,  or  unprovided  for  by  Parliament, 
4  his  regard  for  the  public,  his  regard  for  the  di- 
4  ftrefled  creditors  of  the  public,  would  certainly 
4  have  prompted  him,  to  have  moved  to  have  had 
4  them  taken  into  confideration,  and  paid  off  long 
4  before  now  ;  nothing  could  have  prevented  it  but 
4  a  neglect,  which  has  been  occafioned  by  its  not 
4  having  been  made  the  concern  of  any  particular 

*  let  of  men  ;  and  for  this  reafon  we  never  ought 
4  to  think  it  fufficient,  to  have  accounts  or  eitimates 

*  laid  upon  our  table ;  we  ought  always  to  refer  the 
4  confideration  of  them  to  felect  committees  •,  and 
4  thus,  by  making  it  the  particular  bufinefs  of  a  few, 
4  we  may  expect  they  will  never  be  neglected  and 
4  over-looked,  as  thofe  now  before  us  feem  to  have 
4  been,  by  their  having  been  left  to  the  care  of  the 
4  whole  houfe. 

4  I  mud  beg  leave,  Sir,  to  differ  from  the  hon. 
4  gentlemen,  when  they  fay,  that  the  nature  of  the 
4  fervice  is  only  to  be  regarded,  when  we  are  to  de- 

*  termine,  whether  it  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  laid 
4  before  Parliament  before  it  be  undertaken ;  for, 
4  in  my  opinion,  the  fum  to  be  laid  out  ought  like- 
4  wife  to  be  confidered  :  If  the  fum  to  be  laid  out 
4  be  but  fmall,  and  the  nature  of  the  fervice  fuch  as 
4  of  courle  often  occurs,  it  may  be  undertaken  with* 
4  out  any  particular  directions  or  authority  from 
4  Parliament ;  but  if  the  fum  comes  to  be  very 
4  large,  though  the  nature  of  the  fervice  be  fuch  as 
4  has  often  occurred,  and  has  generally  been  under- 
4  taken  without  any  particular  directions  from  Par* 
4  liament,  yet  fiich  directions  become  neceffary  when 

4  the 
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*  the  fum  is  much  larger  than  what  is  ufually  requi- 
4  red  for  that  fervice :  His  Majefty  may,  without 

*  doubt,  give  orders  to  have  a  man  of  war,  or  per- 
4  haps  half  a  dozen  in  a  year,  repaired  •,  but  if,  by 
4  the  neglect  of  former  times,  or  by  any  great  mif- 
4  fortune,  it  fhould  become  neceflary  to  lay  out,  in 
4  any  one,  two  or  three  years,  a  very  large  fum  for 
4  that  purpofe,   it  would  then  become  proper  to  lay 

*  that  necefllty  before  Parliament ;  and  I  think  no 
4  minifter  ought  to  undertake  fuch  an  extraordinary 

*  fervice,  without  having  firft  obtained  an  authority 

*  from  Parliament  for  fo  doing :  In  the  cafe  men- 
4  tioned,  I  believe  it  will  be  granted,  that  the  build- 
4  ing  of  houfes  is  a  fervice  that  does  not  often  occur  ; 

*  and  I  am  very  fure,  the  fum  that  has  been  laid  out, 
4  and  which  now  makes  a  great  part  of  our  navy 
4  debt,  is  a  much  larger  fum  than  ever  was  laid  out 
4  in  this  nation  upon  fuch  a  fervice,  in  fo  fmall  a 

*  number  of  years  ;    nay,  I  do  not  know  but  jr. 

*  amounts  to  more  than  was  ever  before  expended  in 
4  this  nation  for  building  docks,  or  any  other  forts 
4  of  buildings  for  the  ufe  of  our  navy,  or  the  efR- 
4  cers  of  our  navy  ;  and  therefore,  both  with  re- 
4  fpect  to  the  nature  of  the  fervice,  and  the  fum 

*  to  be  laid  out,  it  ought  not  to  have  been  under- 

*  taken,  without  a  previous  authority  from  Parlia- 
«  ment. 

4  Sir,  if  the  nation  has  been  run  into  any  unner 

*  cefTary  expence,  if  any  unnecefTary  and  unprofita- 
'  ble  fer vices  have  been  undertaken,  I  am  forry  to 

*  hear  it  faid,  that  nothing  has  been  undertaken a 

*  nor  any  expence  incurred,  without  the  authority 

*  and  approbation  of  Parliament ;  but,  Sir,  if  it 
4  were  fo,  the  authority  or  the  approbation  ©f  for- 

*  mer  Parliaments,  can  be  no  reafon  for  our  giving 

*  our  approbation  of  what  they  have  approved  of, 

*  or  following  their  example  in  giving  our  authority 

*  for  undertaking  fuch  fervices  for  years  to  come,  as 

*  they  have  autfcorifed  for  years  pail :  We  are  un- 

«  der 
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4  der  no  greater  obligation  to  approve  of  what  was 

4  approved  of  by  the  very  laft  Parliament,  than  we 

*  are  under  to  approve  now,  of  what  was  approved 
4  of  by  that  Parliament  in  King  Charles  the  IIdrs 
4  reign,  which  was  called  the  Penfionary  Parliament  \ 
4  and  I  believe,  if  a  gentleman's  fteward  mould,  by 
4  ways  and  means,  obtain  his  authority  for,  or  ap- 
4  probation  of  any  extravagant  or  unnecefTary  ex- 
4  pence,  he  would  be  very  apt,  and  would  have 
4  good  reafon,  to  cenfure  his  fteward's  conduct,  when 
4  he  found  himfelf  impofed  on,  his  revenues  all  mort- 

*  gaged,  and  his  family  ruined:  If  it  mould  appear, 
4  that  fach  a  fteward  had  raifed  for  himfelf  an  opu- 

*  lent  fortune,  upon  the  ruins  of  his  mailer's  eftate,  > 
4  his  matter,  or,  at  leaft,  the  next  reprefentative  of  the 

*  family,  would  certainly  inquire  into  that  fteward's 
,  conduct,  and,  notwithstanding  the  authority  or  ap- 
4  probation  obtained,  would,  as  certainly,  if  poffible, 

4  feize  upon  the  fteward's  eftate,  and  apply   it  to- . 

c  wards  the  relief  of  his  own. 

4  To  pretend,  that  what  is  now  propofed  will 

4  raife  jealoufies  and  fears  among  the  people,  or  give 

4  them  any  fufpicion  of  his  Majefty's  government, 

4  is  an  argument  which,  I  find,  Sir,  is  always  to  be 

*  brought  in,  over  head  and  moulders,  when  any  at-- 
4  tempt  is  made  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  his 

*  Majefty's  minifters ;  but  I  would  have  gentlemen 
4  confider,  that  the  proper  bufinefs  of  Parliament  is 
4  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  minifters  :  It  is  one 
4  of  the  chief  ends  of  our  meeting  in  this  place;  and 
4  if  the  people. find  that  fuch  attempts  are  always 
4  over-ruled  or  difappointed,  it  will  give  them  a  fuf- 
4  picion,  not  only  of  his  Majefty's  government,  and 
1  the  conduct  of  his  minifters ;  but  it  will  give  them 
4  likewifc  a  fufpicion,  and  a  juft  fufpicion  too,  of 
4  the  conduct  of  Parliament :  We  ought  to  confider,. 
1  what  it  was  that  gave  the  Parliament  I  have  men- 
fc  tioned  in  King  Charles  the  lid's  reign,  the  igno-. 
1  minious  epithet  it  is  now  branded  with  ;  and  if 

4  the 
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c  the  people  mould  conceive  any  fuch  fufpicion  of  this, 
c  or  any  future  Parliament,  it  would. raife  real  jea- 
c  loufiVs  and  fears  among  them,  it  would  make  them 

*  defpair  of  ever  having  their  grievances  red  re  (Ted 
c  in  a  legal  way,  and  that  defpair  might  drive  them 

*  into  the  mod  violent  and  the  moft  terrible  methods 
<  of  feeking  redrefs;  therefore  I  wifh  that  gentlemen 
1  would,  upon  all  occafions,  diflinguifh  a  little  be- 

*  tween  his  Majefty  and  his  minillers,  and  never 
1  allow  the  refpect  they  may  have  for  the  latter,  to 
4  over-balance  the  duty  they  owe  to  the  former. 

1  The  refpect  that  former  Parliaments  have  fhewn 
c  to  the  minifters  for  the  time  being,  and  the  greac 
c  confidence  that  has  for  a  long  time  been  put  by 

*  Parliament  in  their  conduct,  is,  I  am  afraid,  one 
c  of  the  great  qaufes  that  this  nation  now  remains 
c  groaning  under  fuch  a  load  of  debts  and  taxes ; 

*  and  therefore  it  is  now  high  time  for  us,  toreafiume 
c  a  little  of  that  jealoufy  which  was  indulged  by  our 

*  anceftors,  and  which  has  fo  often  proved  to  be  of  the 
c  moft  fignal  benefit  to  this  nation.  We  have  been 
c  talking  big,  Sir,  of  putting  ourfelves  in  a  condition, 
c  to  compel  the  acceptation  of  the  terms  of  peace 

*  we  are  to  propofe  •,  but  I  wifh  we  may  not  find 

*  that  our  neighbours  are  too  well  acquainted  with 
c  our  circumftances,  to  be  afraid  of  what  we  can  do  : 

*  They  know,  I  am  afraid,  that  our  people  are  al~ 

*  ready  as  heavily  taxed,  as  they  can  with  any  pa- 
1  tience  bear :  They  know,  that  all  thofe  taxes  are 
c  already  engaged,  either  for  the  payment  of  our 
6  debts,  or  for  the  fupport  of  our  civil  government ; 
c  and  when  they  know  us  to  be  in  fuch  melancholy 
4  circumftances,  can  ic  be  fuppofed  that  our  menaces 

*  will  have  a  great  influence  upon  any  of  their  refp- 

*  lutions :  But  if  they  mould  find,  that  our  Parlia- 
'  ments  were  beginning  to  look  clofely  into  the  ma- 
c  nagement  of  our  public  affairs',  they  would  from 
'  thence  conclude,  that  the  beft  ufe  would  be  made 

*  of  every  milling  hereafter  to  be  raifed;  they  would 

i  conclude. 
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4  conclude,  that  the  people  would  contribute  with 

4  the  more  alacrity,  and  from  thence  they  will  pro- 

4  bably  be  induced,  to  give  fome  attention  to  what* 

4  ever  we  may  think  necelTary  to  propofe,  for  reflo- 

4  ring  the  peace  of  Europe.  For  this  reafon,  if  there 

4  were  no  other,  we  ought  to  agree  to  what  the  ho- 

*  nourable  gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  propofe.* 

Quiftion.  Xhe  queftion  being  at  laft  put  upon  the  above 
motion,  it  was,  upon  a  divifion,  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive, by  198  to  168. 

Speakers.  The  principal  fpeakers  for  this  motion  were,  Sir 
William  Wyndham,  Samuel  Sandys,  Efq;  Philip  Gyb- 
bon,  Efq;  the  Mailer  of  the  Rolls,  William  Pulteney* 
Efq;  and  others  -,  and  thofe  again  ft  it  were,  Sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole,  Horatio  Walpole,TLtq\  Sir  Willi amTonge, 
Thomas  Winnington,  Efq;  Colonel  Bladen,  &c. 

Motion  for  y  TPON  the  mutiny  bill  being  reported  to  the  houfe 
Ae  mutiny-  \^J  on  the  2  6th  q{  February,  Sir  Walter  Baggot,ono 
m*  of  the  knights  for  Staff "or djhire,  Rood  up,  and  fpoke  to 

this  effect :  '  That  fince  the  houfe  had  found  it  ne- 
4  ceflary  to  make  fuch  a  large  addition  to  the  army, 
4  and  feemed  inclined  to  continue  the  fevere  penal- 
4  ties  on  deferters,  and  the  method  of  recruiting 
4  prefcribed  by  that,  and  former  bills  of  the  like  na- 

*  ture  •,  he  thought  it  was  neceiTary  to  add  fome  claufe, 
4  in  order  to  make  the  bill  lefs  dangerous  to  the  fub- 
4  ject  than  it  was  as  it  then  flood.  That  by  a  claufe 
4  in  the  bill,  it  was  propofed  to  be  enacted,  as  in 
4  former  bills,  that  if  a  poor  country  fellow  mould 
4  inlift  with  an  officer  and  take  his  money,  and 
4  mould  afterwards,  when  carried  before  ajuflice, 
4  refufe  to  declare  himfelf  inlifled,  and  take  the  oaths 
4  prefcribed  by  law  for  that  purpofe,  it  mould  then 
4  be  in  the  power  of  the  officer,  to  fend  fuch  a  poor 
4  fellow  to  prifon,  and  confine  him  in  a  dungeon  for 

*  a  whole  month,  even  tho'  it  fhould  appear  that 

*  trfe 
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4  the  poor  fellow  was  inveigled  to  inlift  when  he 
4  was  drunk,  and  was  willing  to  return  the  money 
4  he  had  taken,  and  fatisfy  all  the  charges  the  officer 
4  had  been  at.  Tkis  power  of  confining  a  poor 
4  fellow  in  a  dungeon,  where  he  might  be  in  danger 
4  of  fbrving,  was,  he  thought,  too  great  a  power 
4  to  be  intruded  abiblutcly  in  the  hands  of  any  offi- 
4  cer:  It  was  no   way   nccefTary  for  his  Majefty's 

*  fervice,  and  might  be  of  dangerous  confequence, 
4  becaufe  it  might  tempt  fome  officers  to  pra&ifc  all 
4  the  inveigling  arts  they  could  think  of,  not  with 
4  an  intention  to  recruit  his  Majefty's  forces,  but  to 
'  compel  poor  country  fellows  to  give  them  a  fum 
4  of  money,  by  way  of  compofition,  for  being  dif- 

*  charged  from  the  bargain  they  had  made  when 
4  drunk,  or  in  a  paffion,  and  for  being  freed  from 
c  the  confinement,  to  which  the  officer  had  by  law 

*  an  uncontroulable  power  to  fubject  them  ;  there- 
1  fore  that  he  would  beg  leave  to  offer  a  claufe  to  be 

*  added  to  the  bill,  which  was  to  this  effect,  That 
c  every  officer,  who  Jbould  thereafter  inlift  any  man  to 

*  ferve  in  any  regiment,  fhould  within  days, 
1  carry  the  man  fo  in  lifted,  before  fome  one  of  the  next 

*  juftices  of  the  peace,  where  the  man  fo  inliJled,Jhoidd 
'  be  at  liberty  to  declare  his  diffent,  and  his  having  re- 
pented of  what  he  had  done ;  and  upon  his  fo  doing, 

c  and  returning  to  the  officer  the  inlifting  money,  and 

'  the  expences  the  officer  had  been  at  by  inlifting  him, 

1  and  carrying  him  before  thejuftice,  not  exceeding  the 

'  fum  of  fuch  juftice  fhould  forth- 

4  with  difekarge  him  :  And  that  an  officer,  guilty  of 

*  any  failure  or  negletl  in  this  refpcft,Jhould  be  liable 
4  to  the  fame  penalties  to  which  officers  are  made  liable 
4  for  fa  If e  mufters.9 

This  motion  was  feconded  by  Thomas  Bramfton, 
Efq-,  one  of  the  knights  for  the  county  of  EJfex, 
who  informed  the  houfe,  *  That  he  a/hially  knew  a, 
c  cafe,  where  a  poor  fellow  was  inveigled  when  he 

1  w;as 
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c  was  drunk,  and  when  he  came  to  be  fober,  he  re- 
4  pen  ted  of  what  he  had  done,  and  therefore  refufed 

*  to  take  the  oaths  when  carried  before  the  juftice ; 
4  but  the  officer  infilled  upon  his  being  fent  to  pri- 
4  fon,  and  confined  for  a  month  in  the  terms  of  the 
4  act  of  Parliament,  tho'  the  poor  fellow  offered  to 

*  return  the  inlifting  money  and  all  charges;  and  it 
4  not  being  in  the  power,  or  not  in  the  inclination 
4  of  the  juftice,  to  refufe  the  officer's  demand,  the 
c  poor  fellow  was  accordingly  fent  to  jail,  where  he 
4  remained  for  fome  time  ;  but  having  no  victuals 
4  nor  drink,  he  was  at  lafl  compelled  to  go  before 

*  the  juftice,  and  take  the  oaths  prefcribed,  in  order 

*  to  prevent  his  being  ftarved  in  jail. 

To  this  it  was  anfwer'd  by  Lieutenant-General 
Wade,  Henry  Berkeley,  Efq;  Patrick  Lindfay,  Efq; 
Anfwer.  and  William  Hay,  Efq-,  in  fubftance,  4  That  what 
4  was  propofed  by  the  claufe  offered,  had  already 
4  been  taken  care  of,  by  his  Majefty's  orders  and  di- 
4  rections  for  regulating  the  army  ;  for  as  no  foldier 
4  could  be  tried  for  defertion  or  mutiny,  upon  the 
4  mutiny  act,  unlefs  he  had  taken  the  oaths  prefcribed 
4  by  that  act  before  fome  juftice  of  peace,  therefore 
4  his  Majefty  had  given  a  general  order  to  all  offi- 

*  cers,  that  no  recruit  fhould  be  brought  to,  or  entered 
4  in  any  regiment,  till  he  had  firft  been  regularly 
4  inlifted,  and  had  taken  the  oaths  prefcribed  by 
4  law,    before   fome  of  his   Majefty's  juftices   of 

*  the  peace  ;  fo  that  by  his  Majefty's  order,  every 

*  officer  was  obliged  to  do  what  was  propofed  by 
4  the  claufe  offered ;  and  as  the  bill  then  before  them 
4  was  of  the  fame  nature  with  former  bills  againft 

*  mutiny  and  defertion,  it  would  be  abfolutely  ne- 
4  ceffary  to  continue  the  fame  general  order  to  all 
4  officers,  with  refpect  to  their  carrying  recruits  be- 
4  fore  fome  juftice  of  peace  ;  therefore  they  thought 
4  it  was  unritfceffa  \  to  add  any  claufe  for  that  pur- 
4  pofe  \  and  it  would  be  attended  with  many  incon- 

4  veniencies, 
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■  yemenc'ies,*  ieveral  of  which  they  mentioned,  par- 
ticularly, c  that  it  would  be  often  inconvenient,  and 
*  fometimes  impoflible  for  an  officer  to  carry  a  re- 
8  ciuit  before  any  jullice,  within  the  time  propofed, 
4  or  within  any  limited  number  of  days.' 

It  was  replied  by  Sir  WilliamWyndbam,  Sir  John 
Barnard,  Samuel  Sandys ,Efq;  and  others,  to  thisefFec% 
'  That  the  very  claufe  then  propofed  had  been  Rcpiy. 
in  feveral  mutiny  bills  during  the  reign  of  King 
William,  tho'  it  was  then  in  time  of  war,  and  re- 
cruiting of  courfe  more  difficult  than  it  could  b- 
fuppoled  to  be  at  prefent.  That  the  honourable 
gentlemen  could  not  fay,  that  by  his  Majefly's  or- 
der they  had  mentioned,  or  by  any  order  his  Ma- 
jefty  could  give,  the  ju Mice  of  the  peace  was  obliged 
to  difcharge  the  man  inlifled,  upon  his  declaring 
before  him  his  having  repented  of  what  he  had 
done,  and  returning  to  the  officer  the  inlifting  mo- 
ney, and  all  the  charges  the  officer  had  been  at  in 
inlifting  him.  That  this  was  what  was  propofed 
by  the  claufe  offered  •,  it  was  propofed  to  lay  an 
obligation  upon  thejuftice,  and  to  give  a  poor  fel- 
low an  opportunity  to  get  off  upon  reafonable 
terms,  in  cafe  he  fhould  repent  of  what  he  had 
done  ;  neither  of  which  had  been,  or  could  be  ef- 
fectuated, by  any  order  hisMajefty  had  given*  or 
could  give  for  regulating  the  army.  That  the 
grievance  complained  of,  was,  the  inveigling  of 
men  to  inlift,  and  making  a  property  of  them 
after  their  having  been  fo  inveigled;  and  this  was 
a  power  or  privilege,  which  they  hoped  no  officer 
would  infill  on  :  The  abolifhing  of  this  power  or 
privilege,  was  what  was  chiefly  aimed  at  by  the 
claufe  offered,  and  therefore  they  hoped  the  houfe 
would  agree  to  it.' 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  Henry  Pelham,  Efq;  having  Agreed  to, 
at  lad  declared,  c  That  they  would  be  for  the  claufe, 
c  if  it  was  not,  or  could  be  fo  fafhioned  as  not  to 
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*  be,  attended  with  any  great  inconvenience  to  the 

*  fervice  ;'  they  therefore  propofed,  c  that  the  debate 

*  flioulci  be  adjourned  till  next  day,  in  order  that 
'  iuch  a  claufe  might  be  contrived,  as  might  prevent 

*  the  grievance  complained  of,  without  being  at- 
'  tended  with  any  great  inconvenience  to  the  fervice  :' 
And  it  being  admitted  of  the  other  fide,  '  that  the 
4  claufe,  as  it  then  flood,  might  perhaps  Hand  in 
c  need  of  fome  little  amendment,'  it  was  agreed  to 
adjourn  the  debate  till  next  day  •,  when  the  claufe 
as  it  now  ftands  in  the  mutiny  acl  was  agreed  to, 
and  added  to  the  bill. 

Motion  re.  /^\N  the  2  8thof  February,  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
Detmlrk  e  V-/  mons  having  (according  to  order)  refolved 
treaty.  jtfelf  into  a  Committee,  to  confider  farther  of 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty  ;  and  the  trea- 
ty with  Denmark,  dated  the  30th  of  September, 
N.  S.  being  the  19th,  O.  S.  1734,  having  been  re- 
ferred to  the  faid  Committee,  a  motion  was  made  as 
follows,  viz. 

c  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  Committee, 
c  that  the  fum  of  56,250/.  fhouki  be  granted  to  his 

*  Majefty,  on  account  of  the  fubfidy  payable  to  the 
6  King  of  Denmark,  purfuant  to  the  treaty  bearing 

*  date  the  19th  day  oft  September,  1734,  for  the  fer- 
«  vice  of  the  year  1735.' 

This  occafioned  a  long  debate,  in  which  many  of 
the  arguments  for  and  againft  the  augmentation  of 
our  fea  and  land  forces  were  here  again  repeated  ; 
but  thefe  having  been  already  given,  we  fhall  now 
give  only  that  part  of  this  debate,  which  relates  par- 
ticularly to  the  treaty. 

Argument        The  argument  for  the  motion  was  to  this  erTec"L 

for  the  mo-      • 

tlon.  V7~* 

Sir, 
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c  Sir,  altho'  we  are  not  engaged  in  the  prefent 
war,  nor  have  any  particular  intereft  for  inducing 
ns  to  engage  in  it,  yet  as  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe,  depends  very  much  upon  the  event  of  the 
prefent  war,  we  do  not  know,  but  we  may  be  foon 
brought  under  a  necdilty  of  joining  one  or  other 
of  the  parties  now  engaged  in  war,  in  order  to  pre- 
fer ve  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  confequently  our 
own  ;  therefore  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  provide 
in  time,  and  to  (Irengthen  ourfelves  before- hand, 
not  only  by  increafmg  our  forces  at  home,  but  by 
engaging  as  many  foreign  powers  as  we  can,  to 
join  with  us  upon  any  fuch  event.  In  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion,  it  was  natural  for  us  to  caft  our  eye  firft  to- 
wards Denmark,  becaufe  the  intereft  of  that  nation 
Is  generally  the  fame  with  our  own;  and  on  the 
prefent  occafion  it  was  the  more  necefTary,  becaufo 
great  endeavours  were  making  ufe  of,  to  have  en- 
gaged that  court  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion  ;  fo  that  if  we  had  not  taken  care  to  have  en- 
gaged that  nation  in  an  alliance  with  us,  it  was 
very  probable,  and  very  much  to  be  apprehended, 
that  a  certain  other  power  might  have  fucceeded 
in  its  endeavours  for  engaging  that  nation  in  their 
intereft,  which  might  have  proved  of  the  moft 
fatal  confequence  to  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and 
confequently  to  thofe  of  this  nation. 

8  The  experience  of  the  laft  two  wars  againfi: 
France  may  convince  us,  Sir,  how  dangerous  it  is 
to  allow  any  of  the  powers  of  Europe  to  exalt  it- 
felf  too  much,  and  how  expenfive  it  may  prove, 
to  reduce  a  power  that  has  once  got  too  great  an 
afcendant  over  its  neighbours :  This,  Sir,  engaged 
his  Majefty's  attention  as  foon  as  the  war  broke 
out,  and  he  has  been  ever  fince  ufing  all  his  en- 
deavours, in  conjunction  with  our  allies  the  Dutch 
to  reconcile  the  differences  now  fubfifting  in  Eu- 
rope, and  to  put  an  end  to  the  prefent  war,  by  a 
juft  and  a  reafonable  peace,  before  either  fide  mould 
D  2  be- 
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4  become  fo  formidable,  by  fuccefs  and  conqueft,  as 
c  to  make  it  neceffary  for  this  nation  to  engage  in 
4  the  war,  in  order  to  reduce  that  power,  which  the 

*  fortune  of  war  had  begun  to  make  formidable. 
4  In  purfuance  of  his  Majefty's  gracious  and  wile 
4  intention,  a  plan  of  peace  has  already  been  offered 

*  to  the  parties  engaged  in  war ;  and  the  only  effec- 
4  tual  way  for  rendering  his  Majefty's  endeavours 
4  fuccefsful,  by  the  acceptance  of  this  plan,  was,  to 
4  render  ourielves  formidable  by  our  foreign  allian- 
4  ces,  as  well  as  by  the  augmentation  of  our  own 
4  forces  both  by  fea  and  land  ;  for  by  fo  doing,  we 
4  rendered  it  dangerous  for  either  of  the  parties  en- 

*  gaged  in  war,  to  attempt  to  amufe  us  with  nego- 
4  tiations,  or  to  fhew  themfelves  obftinate,  inrefu- 
4  fing  to  give  ear  to  thole  juft  and  honourable  terms 

of  peace,  which  his  Majefty  and  his  allies  were  pre- 
paring to  offer  them. 

4  The  expence,  Sir,  which  this  nation  is  to  be  put 
to,  by  means  of  this  treaty  with  Denmark ,  muft 
appear  but  very  inconfiderable  to  every  gentleman 
who  confiders,  that  we  thereby  not  only  fecure  the 
friend/hip  and  affiftance  of  a  very  powerful  king- 
dom, but  prevent  their  being  engaged  againft  us, 
4  in  cafe  the  future  event  of  the  war  mould  make  it 
4  neceffary  for  us  to  join  the  other  fide ;  and  in  all 
cafes,  either  of  a  public  or  a  private  nature,  it  is 
certainly  the  height  of  wifdom  and  prudence,  upon 
any  emergency,  to  lay  out  a  final  1  fum  of  money, 
when  it  is  probable,  we  may,  by  fo  doing,  pre- 
4  vent  our  being  afterwards  brought  under  a  necefli- 
4  ty  of  putting  ourielves  to  an   immenie  expence, 
4  and  rifqning  perhaps  all  that  we  are  worth  in  the 
4  world.     This,  Sir,  is  the  very  cafe  at  prefent  in 
4  relation  to  our  treaty  with  Denmark  ;  for  we  may 
4  probably,  by  that  treaty,  prevent  the  continuance 
4  of  the  war,  or  at.  leaft,   we  may  prevent  either 
4  fide's  pufhing  their  conqucfts  fo  far,  as  to  make  it 

4  dan- 
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'  dangerous,   and   yet  neceflary   for   us  to   engage 
c  againfb  them. 

4  It  is  well  known,  Sir,  that  nations  are,  in  all 
4  their  public  traniactions,  intirely  governed  by  their 
1  own  intereft  ;  and  as  we  knew,  as  all  Europe  knew, 
4  that  great  offers  were  mailing  to  Denmark,  in  or- 
4  der  to  engage  them  on  that  fide,  againft  which 
4  we  might  loon  find  ourfelves  under  a  ncceffity  to 
4  engage,  therefore  it  became  abfolutely  neceflary  for 
c  us  to  flep  in  feafonably,  and  to  offer  them  fuch 
4  terms  as  might  convince  them,  that  it  was  more 
4  their  intereft  to  join  in  an  alliance  with  us,  than 
4  to  join  in  an  alliance  with  either  of  the  parties  en- 
4  gaged  in  war :  I  muft  therefore  think,  that  the 
4  concluding  of  this  treaty  was  one  of  the  moft 
4  prudent  fteps  his  Majefty  could  take,  and  the  con- 
4  ditions  on  our  part  are  fo  reafonable  and  fo  eafy, 
4  that  I  think  every  gentleman  in  this  houfe  muft 
4  approve  of  them  -,  and  that  therefore  the  motion 
4  now  made  to  us,  will  be  agreed  to  without  any 
c  oppofition.' 

The  anfwer  to  this  was  in   fubftance  as  follows, 
viz. 

4  I  am   glad,  Sir,  to  hear  that  we  are  as  yet  no  Anfvm. 

4  way  engaged  in  the  war,  and  that  we  have  no  par- 

4  ticular  intereft  for  inducing  us  to  engage  -,  for  if  it 

4  be  fo,  I  am  fure  it  is  ridiculous  in  us,  to  put  the 

4  nation  to  a  great  expence,    in  order   to  provide 

4  againft  a  danger,  which  may  probably  never  hap- 

4  pen.     If  we  have  nothing  for   inducing  us  to  en- 

4  gage,  but  only  the  danger  the  balance  of  power  in 

4  Europe  may  be  in,  by  the  event  of  the  war ;  we 

4  might  have  faved  ourfelves  a  great  deal   of  ex- 

4  pence,  and  may  reft  eafy  and  quiet,  till  one  of  the 

4  parties  now  engaged  in  war,   begins  to  pufh  their 

4  conquefts  fo  far,  as   to  endanger  the  balance  of 

*  power  ♦,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  it  be  neceflary 

D  1  'for 


gS  Parliamentary         A.  1735. 

6  for  us  to  engage  *,  and  till  then,  it  is  quite  unnecef- 
c  fary  for  us  to  put  ourfelves  to  any  expence  :  Nay, 

*  it  is  not  only  unnecefTary,  but  very  imprudent  in 
c  us,  to  precipitate  ourfelves  into  an  expence,  before 
4  any  danger  appears  •,  becaufe  it  is  wafting  the 
4  ftrength  of  the  nation  before  we  come  to  engage 
1  the  enemy,  before  the  enemy  fo  much  as  appears 
4  in  view. 

4  As  we  have  no  particular  intereft  of  our  own 
4  for  inducing  us  to  engage  in  the  prefent  war ;  as 

*  we  can  have  no  reafon  for  engaging  in  it,  but  only 
4  from  the  danger  the  balance  of  power  may  come 
4  to  be  in  by  the  event  -,  in  this  evenl,  Sir,  all  the 
4  powers  of  Europe  are  concerned  •,  they  are  all  as 
4  much,  and  more  interefted,  in  the  preservation  of 

*  that  balance  than  we  are ;  and  if  it  fhould  come 
4  to  be  in  any  real  danger,  they  would  certainly  en- 
c  gage  in  its  defence,  without  receiving  any  bribe, 
4  or  other  valuable  confederation  from  us :  but  if 
4  we  fhould  thus  make  ourfelves  the  Don  Quixots, 
4  or  rather  the  dupes  of  Europe  ;  if  we  fhould  be  al- 
4  ways  the  firit  to  take  the  alarm  upon  any  war's 
4  breaking  out,  and  ■  mould  run  about  among  the 
4  powers  of  Europe,  offering  bribes  and  penfions  to 
4  all  the  Princes,  and  all  the  Minifters  of  State   in 

*  Europe,   the  whole  charge  of  preferving  that  ba- 

*  lance  would  fall  upon  this  nation  ;  and  every  Prince 
4  and  minifter  in  Europe  would,  upon  every  fuch  oc- 
4  callon,  expect  a  bribe  or  a  penfion  from  England^ 
4  for  doing  that  which  he  would  other  wife  be  oblt- 

*  ged  to  do  for  his  own  prefervation  :  Even  the 
J  Dutch,  who  were  the  firfl  that  pofTefTed  us  with 
4  that  notion  of  preferving  the  balance  of  power, 

*  which  has  already  cofl  this  nation  fuch  incredible 
'  fums  of  money,  may  at  laft  refuie  to  afTift,  when 

*  the  balance  of  power  is  really  in  danger,  unlefs  we 
4  fubmit  to  make  the  grand  penfionary  of  Holland 
4  a  penfionary  of  England,  and  to  take  a  great  num- 
4  ber  of  their  forces  into  Englijh  pay. 

4  It 
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4  It  is  really  furprifing,  Sir,  to  hear  gentlemen 
c  talk  of  the  balance  of  power's  being  at  prefent  in 
4  danger,  and  that  we  mult  already  begin  to  pro- 
4  vide,  and  put  the  nation  to  a  great  and  immediate 
4  expence  for  its  preservation,  when  there  is  not  a 
4  Prince  or  State  in  Europe,  who  feems  to  apprehend 
4  that  it  is  in  the  lead  danger  :  The  Dutch  are  fo 
4  far  from  being  apprehenfive  of  any  fuch  thing, 
4  that  they  have  not  put  themfelves  to  one  (hilling 
4  expence  on  account  of  the  prefent  war,  or  on  ac- 
4  count  of  that  mediation,  which  they  are  engaged 
'  in,  as  well  as  we :  The  Princes  and  States  of  Ger- 
4  many,  who  would  certainly  be  the  firft  facrifices  to 
c  the  overturning  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 
4  are  fo  far  from  being  apprehenfive,  that  it  may  be 
4  in  danger  by  the  event  of  the  prefent  war,  that 
4  fome  of  the  mod  considerable  of  them,  have  ac- 
4  tually  engaged  in  a  neutrality,  with  refpect  to  the 
4  prefent  war  ;  and  not  one  of  them,  but  the  Empe- 
4  ror  only,  has  exerted,  or  is  preparing  to  exert  his 

*  whole  ftrength  in  defence  of  the  Empire :  Even 

*  the  King  of  Denmark,  whom  we  have  thought  it 
4  necefTary,  it  feems,  to  engage  by  a  confiderable 
1  yearly  penfion,  is  himfelf  a  Prince  of  the  Empire, 
c  and  would  certainly  fuffer,  by  the  overturning  the 
4  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  much  looner  than  it 
4  can  be  fuppofed  this  nation  could  fuffer ;  and 
4  therefore  we  muft  conclude,  that  it  is  more  im- 
4  mediately  his  intered  to  engage,  not  only  in  de- 
4  fence  of  the  balance  of  power,  but  in  defence  of 
'  the  Empire  -,  yet  we,  it  feems,  have  been  fo  gene- 
c  rous,  as  to  promife  to  reward  him  bountifully  for 
4  his  own  prefervation.     This,   Sir,   is  a  mod  per- 

*  nicious  example,  it  may  at  lad  bring  the  balance 
4  of  power  into  real  danger,  becaufe  it  may  tempt 
4  all  the  Princes  of  Europe  to  neglect  it,  until  we 
4  fubmit  to  be  fo  ridiculous,  as  to  grant  them  yearly 
4  penfions  for  taking  care  of  it-,  and  I  do  not  know 

*  but  this  very  precedent,  has  now  provoked  all  the 

D  4  4  Princes 
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c  Princes  of  Germany  to  (land  aloof,  on  purpofe  to 
«  engage  us  to  extend  our  bounty  in  the  fame  man- 
c  ner  to  each  of  them. 

c  To  tell  us,  Sir,  that  if  we  had  not  entered  into 
'  th;s  treaty  with  the  King  of  Denmark,  he  might 

*  have  been  prevailed  on  to  have  concluded  a  treaty 

*  with  a  certain  oh  r  power,  which  might  have 
6  been  prejudicial  to  us,  is,  in  my  opinion,  fome- 

*  thing  very  odd  *,  for  we  muft  fuppofe,  either  that 
c  we  had  no  occafion  to  enter  into  any  treaty,  or  we 
4  muft  fuppofe,   that  the  King  of  Denmark  would 

*  have  entered  into  no  treaty  which  could  have  been 

*  prejudicial  to  us :  If  the  balance  of  power  was  not 

*  like  to  be  in  any  danger,  we  had  no  occafion  to 

*  enter  into  any  treaty ;  and  if  it  was  like  to  be  in 
s  danger,  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  Denmark  would 
s  have  concluded  any  treaty,  contrary  to  that  natural 
c  engagement  they  have  to  preferve  it ;   much  lefs 

*  can  we  fuppofe,  that  they  would  have  concluded 
1  any  treaty,  by  which  it  might  have  been  brought 
4  into  danger.     Princes,  it  is  true,  Sir,  do  not  al- 

*  ways  fee  their  real  interests,  but  if  we  refolve,  upon 

*  every  occafion,  to  clear  their  eye- fight  by  a  bribe 
1  or  a  penfion,  I  am  afraid  none  of  them  will  ever 

*  open  their  eyes,  without  receiving  fome  fuch  re- 

*  medy  from  us.     We  are  never  to  fuppofe,  that 

*  any  Prince  of  Europe  will  engage  againft  the  li- 

*  berties  of  Europe,  or  will  perform  any  former  en- 

*  gagement,  when  the  performance  comes  to  be  ap- 

*  parently  inconfiftent  with  the  liberties  of  Europe, 
«  and  confequently  with  his  own  independency,  un- 

*  lefs  he  be  very  much  blinded  and  mifguided  by 

*  fome  private  and  particular  inttrtft  of  his  own  -, 

*  and  of  all   the  Princes  of  Europe,  the  King  of 

*  Denmark  is,  in  this  refpect,  the  lead  liable  to  any 
4  temptation  :  There  are  feveral  other  Princes  of 

*  Europe,  who  may  be  tempted  to  join  with  thofe, 

*  who  may  have  defigns  againft  the  liberties  of  Eu- 
c  rope ;   becaufe  they  may  be  made  from  thence  to 

4  expect 
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expect  fome  addition  to  their  own  dominions ; 
and  thefe  are  the  Princes  upon  whom  we  ought  to 
have  a  watchful  eye-,  thefe  are  the  Princes  if  any, 
upon  whom  wc  ought  to  bellow  our  bribes  and 
our  penfions,  in  order  to  keep  them  firm  to  the 
general  intereft  of  Europe  :  If  we  had,  by  any  fub- 
fuly  or  penfion,  engaged  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  in 
an  alliance  -,  if  we  had,  by  any  fubfidy  or  penfion, 
difengaged  the  King  of  Sardinia  from  his  prefent 
allies  -,  or  if  we  had  laid  out  a  fum  of  money  in 
engaging  the  Polanders  to  make  fuch  a  choice  of  a 
King,  as  would  have  prevented  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  (and  perhaps  a  lefs  fum  might  have  done, 
than  the  expence  we  have  already  been  at  on  ac- 
count of  the  war)  there  might  have  been  fome 
reafon  for  our  being  at  fuch  an  expence  ♦,  but  I 
can  fee  no  reafon  for,  nor  any  additional  advantage 
we  can  expect  from,  the  expence  we  are  to  be  at 
on  account  of  this  treaty  with  Denmark. 
c  I  fhall  readily  agree  with  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman,  that  nations  are  intirely  go- 
verned by  their  own  private  intereft  :  Nay  farther, 
I  fhall  admit,  that  even  private  men  are  very  much 
governed,  by  what  they  think  their  own  intereft; 
but  as  it  is  the  intereft  of  Denmark^  as  much  as  it 
is  the  intereft  of  this  nation,  to  preferve  the  ba- 
lance of  power  in  Europe ^  therefore  I  muft  think 
it  was  quite  unneceflary  for  us  to  give  them  a  fee 
for  doing  fo  :  I  fhall  indeed  grant,  that  they  were 
in  the  right  to  take  it,  fince  we  were  fo  generous 
as  to  offer  it  •,  for,  I  believe,  few  private  men  will 
refufe  to  take  a  fee,  for  doing  that  which  it  is  both 
their  duty  and  their  intereft  to  do  without  any  re- 
ward: All  I  fhall,  or  indeed  can  reafon  ably  wifh  for, 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  is,  that  no  Prince  or  private  man, 
would  allow  himfelf  to  be  engaged,  by  any  reward 
or  promife,  to  do  that  which  is  contrary  to  his 
duty,  and  really,  if  he  confiders  it  right,  inconfif- 
tent  with  his  own  intereft  :  And  as  I  have  a  great 

1  opinion 
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4  opinion  of  the  honour  and  the  penetration  both  of 

*  the  King  and  the  minifters  of  Denmark ,  I  muft 
4  conclude,  they  would  never  have  entered  into  any 

*  engagements,  that  were  inconfiftent  with  the  li- 
4  .berties  of  Europe  ;  I  muft  conclude,  that  they  will 
4  always  be  ready,  without  any  fee  or  reward,  to 
4  join  with  all  their  force,  in  the  prefervation  of  the 

*  balance  of  power,  whenever  it  mail  appear  to  be 
4  in  any  real  danger  •,  confequently  I  muft  conclude, 
4  that  it  was  altogether  unneceffary  for  us  to  enter 
'  into  any  fuch  treaty,  as  that  now  before  us,  or  to 
4  promife  any  fuch  fubiidy,  as  is  by  that  treaty  fti- 
4  pulated  •,  and  therefore,  as  one  of  the  reprefenta- 
4  tives  of  the  people,  as  one  of  thoie,  to  whom  they 
4  have  intrufted  the  management  and  the  laying  out 
4  of  their  money,  in  the  moft  frugal  manner,  I  can- 
4  not  agree  to  put  them  to  fuch  an  unneceffary  ex- 
4  pence,  as  what  is  now  propofed.9 

It  W'.s  replied  in  fubftance  as  follows,  viz, 

Reply.  «  Sir,  I   fhall  readily  agree  with  the  honourable 

&  gentlemen,  that  it  will  be  quite  unneceffary  for  us 
c  to  engage  in  the  war,  till  one  of  the  parties  now 

*  engaged  begins  to  pufh.  their  conquefts  fo  far,  as  to 
4  bring  the  balance  of  power  into  danger  *,  but  I  cannot 
4  admit,  that,  till  that  event  happens,  it  will  be  quite 
4  unneceftary  to  put  ourfelves  to  any  expence :  On  the 
4  contrary  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  very  impru- 
4  dent  in  us,  not  to  prepare  for  fuch  an  event,  when 
4  every  one  muft  fee  that  it  may  probably  happen ; 
4  and  we  can  make  no  preparations  without  putting 
4  ourfelves  to  fome  expence.     If  we  ihould  be  al- 

*  together  unprepared  when  that  event  happens,  the 
4  prevailing  power  might  pufh  their  conquefts  fo 
4  far,  before  we  could  make  fufhxient  preparations 
4  for  putting  a  ftop  to  them,  that  it  might  be  out  of 
4  our  power,  with  the  greater!  preparations  we  could 
4  make,  to  prefcribe  bounds  to  their  future  defigns, 

or 
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<  or  to  oblige  them  to  reftore  any  of  their  conqueits : 
4  Whereas  by  providing  in  time,  we  fhall  not  on- 
c  ly  be  able  to  lay  to  them  whenever  we  have  ;t 
'  mind.  Hitherto  we  have  allowed  you  to  come, 

<  you  (hall  go  no  farther  ;  but  we  may  very  pro- 

*  bably  prevent  any  fuch  event's  ever  happening ; 
«  becaufe  the  fuccefsful  being  feniible  of  our  readinels 
'  to  give  them  a  check,  they  will  of  courfe  limit 

4  their  views,  and  not  pufh  their  conquefts  fo  fair  as 
'  to  bring  the  balance  of  power  into  any  danger. 

*  The  only  two  ways  of  providing,  either  for 
1  our  own  defence,  or  for  the  prefervation  of  the  ba- 
1  lance  of  power,  in  cafe  it  mould  be  brought  into 
c  danger,  is  by  increafing  our  forces  by  fea  and  land 
c  at  home,  or  by  concluding  treaties  and  forming  al- 
c  liances  with  neighbouring  ftates  •,  and  this  laft  is 
c  the  moft  neceflary,  and  ought  to  be  firft  underta- 

*  ken  -,  becaufe  without  previous  alliances,  we  can- 

5  not  have  the  afliftance  of  our  neighbours  as  foon 
«  as  we  ftand  in  need  of  them  *,  and  if  we  do  not 
<  take  care  in  time  to  engage  them  in  our  intereft, 

*  they  may  happen  to  be  prevailed  on  to  engage  with 
c  our  enemies,  or  with  thofe  who  may  foon  after  come 
«  to  be  our  enemies.  This  is  our  very  cafe  at  pre- 
«  fent,  and  was  more  particularly  our  cafe  with  re- 
c  fpect  to  Denmark  -,  for  however  much  it  may  be 
■  their  intereit,  to  join  with  all  their  force  in  prefer- 
c  ving  a  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  yet  if  we 
4  had  not  concluded  this  treaty  with  them,  it  was 
c  very  probable  they  would  have  been  drawn  into 
1  engagements,  which  might  foon  have  come  to 
'  have  been  inconfiftent  with  the  liberties  of  Etc- 
'  rope ;  and  if  they  had  been  once  drawn  into 
c  fuch  engagements,  it  would  not  have  been  fo  ea- 
'  fy  a  matter  to  get  them  difengaged,  and  much 
4  lefs  to  prevail  with  them  to  act  contrary  to  thofe 
*  engagements. 

'  It  is  true,  Sir,  all  the  Princes  and  States  in  Eu- 
(  rape  are  as  much  interested  in  the  prefervation  of 

'  the 
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4  the  balance  of  power,  as  we  are;  but  if  fome  of 
4  the  Princes  of  Europe  >  from  private  views  of  their 
4  own,  mould  be  drawn  in  to  affift  in  overturn- 
4  ing  that  balance,  or  if  fome  of  them,  from  fear, 
4  or  from  other  motives,  mould  refolve  upon  a  neu- 
4  trality,  or  mould  continue  inactive  and  indolent, 
4  when  the  liberties  of  Europe  are  in  the  utmoft  dan- 
4  ger,   are  we  to  do  the  fame  ?  Or  if,  by  laying  out 

*  a  little  money,  we  could  prevent  their  entering 
4  into  any  fuch  engagements ;  if,  by  granting 
4  them  a  few  fmall  fubfidies,  we  could  roufe  them 
4  from  their  indolence,  and  render  them  active  and 

*  refolute  in  the  prefervation  of  our  common  liber- 
4  ties,  would  it  be  prudent  in  us  to  act  a  penurious 
4  part  upon  fuch  an  occafion  ;  and  by  refufmg  to 
4  give  a  part  of  what  we   have,  expofe   ourfelves 

*  and  all  we  are  worth  in  the  world,  to  inevitable 
4  ruin  ?  Such  an  unfeafonable  parfimony,  I  hope, 
4  no  gentleman  will  contend  for ;  and  therefore  it 
6  muft  be  granted,  that  when  the  liberties  of  Eu- 
6  rope  are  in  danger,  or  are  like  to  be  in  danger,  we 
4  muft  endeavour  to  unite  the  Princes  and  States  of 
4  Europe  in  their  common  defence  -,  and  if  this  union 
4  cannot  be  effectuated,  without  our  giving  fome 
4  bribes  or  penfions,  it  muft  be  done  -,  for  of  two 
4  evils  the  leaft  is  always  to  be  chofen.  The  ex- 
4  pence  we  are  to  be  at,  by  the  treaty  now  before 
4  us,  is,  it  is  true,  an  evil  ;  but  every  man  muft 
4  grant,  that  it  would  have  been  a  much  greater 
4  evil  to  have  had  Denmark  engaged  againft  us,  in 
4  cafe  we  mould  hereafter  find  k  neceflliry  to  take  a 
4  (hare  in  the  war:  This  I  am  fo  fully  convinced  of, 
4  that  I  believe,  if  the  cafe  mould  have  happened, 
4  the  neglecting  of  -Denmark  upon  fuch  an  occafion, 
4  the  not  making  fuch  a  treaty  as  that  now  before 
4  us,  would  have  been  highly  exclaimed  againft, 
4  and  would  have  been  reckoned  an  unpardona- 
4  bit  blunder.  For  this  reafon,  I  cannot  but  approve 

■  of 
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'  of  the  treaty,  and  therefore  I  cannot  but  agree  to 
1  the  motion.' 

To  this  it  was  added,  by  the  Matter  of  the  Rolls, 
and  John  Howe,  Efq;  who  were  for  agreeing  to  the 
motion,  '  That  they  approved  of  the  treaty  as  little 
8  as  any  gentlemen  did  :  That  tho'  they  thought  it 
1  was  altogether  unneceffary   to  put  the  nation   to 

*  fuch  an  expence,  till  the  danger  became  more  ap- 

*  parent-,  yet  as  it  was  the  firit  treaty  his  Majefty  had 
c  concluded  upon  the  preient  emergency,  they  would 
'  agree  to  the  motion  ;  becaufe  if  that  houfe  mould 
c  difagree  with  what  his  Majefty  had  done  with  re- 
«  fpect  to  that  treaty,  it  might  be,  at  fuch  a  con- 
'  juncture,  of  the  moft  dangerous  confequence  to  the 
1  liberties  of  Europe  ;  by  encouraging  the  ambitious 

*  views,  which    fome  of    the    parties    engaged    in 

*  war  may  now  have,  or  hereafter  form  to  them- 

*  felves ;  and  by  difcouraging  any  of  the  Princes  or 
c  States  of  Europe  from  entering  into,  or  concluding 
c  any  treaties  with  his  Majefty,  even  tho'  the  circum- 
c  ftances  of  Europe  mould  then  abfolutely  require 
4  fuch  treaties  to  be  concluded.' 

The  queftion  being  at  laft  put  for  agreeing  with  Queftion, 
the  motion,  it  was,  upon  a  divifion,  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  by  270  to  178. 

The  chief  Speakers  in  favour  of  this  motion  were,  Speaker?. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  Sir  William  Tonge^  Horatio  Wal- 
pole ,  Efq*,  Thomas  Winnington,  Efq*,  Colonel  Bla- 
den ^  and  Mr.  Attorney  General,  &c.  and  the  chief 
Speakers  againft  it  were,  Sir  William  Wyndham, 
William  Pulteney,  Efq-,  Sir  John  Barnard,  Samuel 
Sandys,  Efq;  William  Shippen,  Efq;  and  Sir  John 
llynd  Cotton,   &c. 

ON   Friday   the   7th  day  of  March,    Vbmas  Order rela- 
Bramfteny  Efq;  moved  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ^m^vel 

as  for. 
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as  follows ,  viz.  *  That  the  claufe  of  an  act  made 
c  the  fecond  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  reign, 
■;  intitled,  An  Aft  for  the  more  effe final  preventing 
'  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  election  of  members  to 

*  ferve  in  Parliament  ;    which   relates  to    the   laft 

*  determination  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  concern- 

*  ing  votes  for  members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for 
c  any  county,   (hire,    city,    borough,    cinque-port, 

*  or  place  ;  with  the  claufe  relating  to  the  oath  to  be 

*  taken  by  returning  officers,  mould  be  read  ;a  and 
the  fame  having  been  read  accordingly,  he  then 
moved  as  follows,  viz.  c  That  the  counfel,   at  the 

*  bar  of  this  houfe,  or  before  the  committee  of  pri- 

*  vilcges  and  elections,  be  reftrained  from  offering 
f  evidence,  touching  the  right  of  election  of  mem- 
c  bers  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  for  any  city,  bo- 
4  rough  or  place,    contrary  to  the  laft  determina- 

*  tion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  which  determi- 

*  nation,  by  an  acl:  paffed  in  the  fecond  year  of 
4  his  prefent  Majefty's.  reign,  intitled,  An  Acl  for 
c  the  more  effectual  preventing  bribery  and  corruption 
c  in  the  elcclicn  of  members  to  ferve  in  Parliament^ 
1  is  made  final  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  what- 
'  foever,    any  ufage  to  the  contrary  notwithftand- 


4  mo- 


This  motion  occafion'd  fome  debate,  of  which  I 
(hall  give  the  fubftance  as  follows,  viz. 

Argument        <  By  the  claufe  of  the  acl:  now  read  to  you,  Sir,  it 
Zn.  e  m°"  c  appears,  that  the  laft  determination  of  the  Houfe 

*  of  Commons,   with  regard  to  the  right  of  voting 

*  at  any  election,   is  declared  to  be  final  to  all  in- 

*  tents  and  purpofes  what  foever,    any  ufage  to  the 

*  contrary  notv/ithftanding  ;  fo  that  in  all  future  dif- 
4  putes  about  any  election  for  the  dime  place,  the  laft 
c  determination  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  the  rule 

*  by  which  the  right  of  voting  is  to  be  determined, 
c  and  againft  which  no  arguments,  nor  any  proof  can 

«  be 
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c  be  admitted  :  This  I  take  to  be  now  the  law  of 
4  the  land,  and  confequently  is  binding  as  well  upon 
c  this  houfe,  as  upon  every  gentleman  who  has  been 
4  fince  that  act,  or  may  hereafter  be  concerned  in  any 
1  election. 

4  At  all  times,  Sir,  and  particularly  in  fiich  a 
4  dangerous  conjuncture  as  the  prefent,  it  is  incum- 
4  bent  upon  us  to  eftablifh,  as  generally  as  potflble, 
4  among  the  people,  a  good  opinion  of  the  impar- 
c  tiality,  integrity,  and  juftice  of  this  houfc,  in  all 
4  our  refolutions,  and  in  all  our  proceedings.    With 

*  refpect  to  date  affairs,  efpecially  fuch  as  relate  to 

*  foreign  tran factions,  the  facts  are  not  publickly 
4  known  •,  nor  can  the  motives  or  arguments  for  or 
4  againft  any  queftion  relating  to  them  be  under- 
4  flood  by  the  vulgar  •,  and  therefore  in  fuch  que- 
4  (lions,  it  is  not  eafy  for  the  people  in  general  to 
'  comprehend  the  debates  ;  nor  would  it  be  pofflble 
4  for  them  to  difcover  the  injuftice  or  the  partiality 
4  of  our  proceedings,  were  it  poffible  for  this  houfe 

*  to  be  guilty  of  any  fuch  ;  but  in  all  our  proceed- 
4  ings  relating  to  elections,  the  people  in  general,  or 
4  at  leaft  thofe  who  live  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
4  the  place,  where  any  difpute  happens  about  an 
4  election,  know  every  circumflance,  and  are  as  ca- 
4  pable  to  judge  of  the  motives  or  arguments,  for  or 
4  againft  mod  of  the  queflions  that  occur  upon'  fuch 
4  occafions,  as  any  member  of  this  houfe  :  And  when 
4  the  people  obferve  a  variety  and  contradiction  in 
4  our  determinations  relating  to  fuch  affairs  ;  when 
4  they  obferve  the  right  of  voting  at  an  election  gi- 
4  ven  by  this  houfe  to  one  fort  of  people,  and  in  the 
4  very  next  feflion  perhaps,  that  right  determined 
4  by  this  houfe  to  be  in  a  quite  different  fort  of  peo- 
4  pie  -,  they  muff  conclude,  that  the  determinations 
4  of  this  houfe,  in  relation  to  that  affair,  did  not 
4  proceed  from  juflice  and  impartiality,   but  from 

*  private  intereft,  or  from  party-zeal.  This  is  the 
'  conclufi©n  they  muff  neceffarily  form  with  refpe& 

4  to 
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c  to  thofe  affairs  they  know,  and  can  judge  of;  and 
'  the  misfortune  is,  that  they,  from  thence,  naturally 

*  conclude,  that  our  proceedings  are  governed  by  the 

*  fame  motives,  in  thofe  affairs  which  they  do  not 
4  know,  nor  can  judge  of. 

*  To  prevent  an  effect  fo  dangerous  to  our  con- 

'ftitution,  was,  I  believe,  Sir,  one  of  the  chief  mo- 

*  tives  for  inferring  the  claufe  now  read  to  you,  in 

4  that  act  of  Parliament ;  and  care  has  been  taken  to 

*  exprefs  it  in  terms  fo  ftrong  and  explicit,  that  it 
4  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  evaded  by  any  artifice 
4  or  fubterfuge.  It  is  now  the  law  of  the  land  ;  a 
4  law  fo  reafonable,  that  I  hope  it  will  never  be  al- 
4  tered  or  repealed  ;  and  a  law  fo  plain,  that  I  can 
4  make  no  doubt,  but  that  the  laft  determination  of 
4  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  will,  for  the  future,  be 
4  in  all  fuch  cafes,  an  infallible  rule,  a  rule  from 
'  which  we  cannot  depart.  However,  Sir,  as  fome 
4  gentlemen  are  not  fufficiently  apprifed  of  this  law, 

*  or  may  entertain  hopes  that  this  houfe  will  not, 
4  in  their  future  determinations,  ftrictly  adhere  to 

*  it,  they  may  therefore  put  themfelves  to  great 
4  expence  in  bringing  up  witneffes,  and  may  take 

*  up  a  great  deal  of  your  time  with  arguments,  to 
c  mew  that  the  right  of  voting  at  any  election  now 

*  difputed,  is  not  in  thofe  people,  or  in  thofe  peo- 
4  pLe  only,  in  whom  it  was  declared  to  be  by  the 
4  laft  determination  of  this  houfe  ;  which  v/ill  be  a 
4  putting  themfelves  to  great  expence,  and  taking  up 
4  the  time  of  this  houfe  to  no  purpofe  ;  fince  the  Jail 

*  determination  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  now 

*  by  law  eftablimed  as  a  rule,  from  which  we  cannot 
4  depart,  notwithstanding  the  cleared  proof  of  any 

*  ufage  to  the  contrary. 

*  As  we  ought,  Sir,  to  prevent  gentlemen's  put- 
4  ting  themfelves  to  any   needleis  expence  5  as  we 

*  ought  to  prevent  tneir  attempting  to  take  up  the 
4  time  of  this  houfe  to  no  purpofe  ;  therefore  I  think 

'  this 
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*  this  Jaw  ought  to  be  fome  way  revived,  not  only 
1  to  put  gentlemen  in  mind  of  it,  but  to  fhew  them 
1  that  we  are  refolved  to  adhere  to  it  in  the  ftricteft 
1  manner  ;  and,  as  the  only  proper  way  for  us  to  re- 
'  vive  any  law,  is,  by  coming  to  fome  new  refolu- 
1  tion  in  relation  to  it,  therefore  I  hope  the  houfe  will 
1  agree  to  the  motion  I  am  to  make,  which  is, 
1  That  it  may  be  ordered,  that  the  counfel  at  the 
1  bar,  £sff.  (as  above.) 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  thus,  viz* 

4  Sir,  I  muft  own,  I  have  not  lately  con fidered  AnfvVer* 
5  the  claufe  now  read  to  you,  and  therefore  am 
s  not  prepared  now  to  fpeak  to  it,  or  to  give  my 
:  opinion  for  or  againft  the  motion  which  the  ho- 
-  nourable  gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  make;  but, 
;  upon  the  firft  view,  I  take  the  motion  to  be  of 
:  the  utmoft  confequence  ;  becaafe  I  look  upon  it  as 
1  an  attack,  or  rather  a  reftraint,  defigned  to  be  put 
1  upon  the  power  and  jurifdicfbion  of  this  houfe,  in 

■  the  mod  material  point,  which  is,   that  of  deter- 

;  mining  finally  all  queftions  relating  to  electing 

■  the  members  of  our  own  houfe.  I  really  never 
imagined,  nor  could  indeed  have  believed,  that  the 
intention  of  that  act,  or  of  any  claufe  in  it,  was  to 
limit  or  reftrain  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  with  re- 
fpect  to  their  determinations  in  matters  of  election ; 
for  in  all  fuch  determinations,  I  think,  we  ought 
not  to  be  under  any  limitation,  nor  confined  by 
any  rule  ;  and  if  there  had  been  any  fuch  inten- 
tion, I  believe  this  houfe  would  never  have  agreed 
to  die  bill,  or  at  lead  to  that  claufe  by  which 
any  fuch  reftraint  was  intended  to  be  laid  upon  the 
houfe.    •» 

'  It  is  for  this  reafon,  Sir,  that  I  have  always 
imagined,  and  (till  think,  that  the  claufe  now  read 
to  you  relates  only  to  fheriffs,  and  other  returning- 
officers  ;  and  was  defigned  as  a  direction  co  them, 

Vol,  XIII,  E  «  wbac 
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*  what  fore  of  perfons  they  were  to  admit  to  vote  or 
4  poll  at  any  election  ;  with  refpect  to  which  they 

*  were,  by  this  claufe,  obliged  to  take  the  laft  de- 
4  termination  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  a  rule  to 
c  be  inviolably  obferved  by  them  at  all  fucceeding 
4  elections.  This,  Sir,  I  muft  ftill  think,  accord- 
4  ing  to  the  view  I  have  of  it  at  prefent,  is  all  that  is 

*  defigned  by  the  claufe  ;  for  it  is  certain,  that  if 

*  in  all  future  difputed  elections,  we  were  to  take  the 
4  laft  determination  of  this  houfe  as  an  infallible  rule 
4  for  our  conduct,  a  very  great  injury  would  thereby 

*  be  done  to  a  great  many  cities  and  boroughs  in 

*  England  •,  and  I  cannot  imagine  that  it  was  ever  the 
4  original  intention  of  any  act  of  Parliament,  to  do 
4  an  injury  to  any  one,  much  lefs  to  great  numbers 
4  of  his  Majefty's  fubjects. 

4  However,  Sir,  as  I  have  not  lately  read  or 
4  confidered  the  act,  I  will  not  now  pretend  to 
4  be  pofitive  in  my  opinion,  and  therefore  I  hope 
4  the  honourable  gentlemen  will  agree,  to  put  off 

*  the  confideration  of  this  motion  to  fome  fhort 

*  day  ;  to  Monday  next  if  they  pleafe  *,  that  other 
4  gentlemen,  as  well  as  myfelf,  may  have  time  to 
4  confider  it,  before  we  are  obliged  to  give  our  opi- 
4  nion  in  a  cafe,  which  is  certainly  of  very  great  con- 
4  fequence.' 

It  was  replied  as  follows,  viz, 

fcepty.  «  Sir,  as  I  had  the  honour  to  be  a  member  of  this 

4  houfe,  when  that  act  had  the  good  fortune  to  pafs, 
4  I  well  remember  the  hiftory  of  this  very  claufe. 
4  This  claufe  was  not  originally  in  the  bill,  but  was 
4  put  into  the  bill  by  the  other  houfe,  and  was  put 
4  in,  I  believe,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  pafling 
4  of  the  bill ;  or  at  leaft,  that  this  was  the  intention 
4  of  thofe  who  firft  contrived  and  inferted  this  claufe : 
4  For  they  imagined,  that  this  houfe  would  never 
c  agree  to  fuch  an  amendment  j  but  when  the  bill 

4  came 
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came  back  to  this  houfe,  the  gentlemen  who  pro- 
moted the  bill  were  fo  juftly  fond  of  it,  that  they 
chofe  to  agree  to  all  the  amendments  made  by  the 
other  houfe,  and  this  among  the  reft,  rather  than 
lofe  fo  good  a  bill.  Indeed,  as  to  this  claufe,  they 
had  another,  and  a  very  good  rcafon  for  agreeing 
to  it ;  for  though  it  did  lay  fome  reftraint  upon  the 
jurifdiction  of  this  houfe,  in  matters  of  election, 
yet  the  majority  of  the  houfe  then  thought  it  a  rea- 
sonable reftraint,  and  even  a  neceftary  reftraint,  in 
order  to  prevent,  in  time  to  come,  that  variety 
and  frequent  contradiction  in  our  determinations, 
with  refpect  to  elections,  which  had  in  time  paft 
greatly  contributed,  to  the  giving  the  generality  of 
the  people-  a  contemptible  opinion  of  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  houfe. 

1  The  claufe  now  read  to  you,  Sir,  is  fo  full,  and 
conceived  in  terms  fo  plain  and  eafy  to  be  under- 
ftood,  that  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  any  gentleman 
defire  one  hour  to  confider  it,  before  he  agrees  to 
the  motion  now  made  to  you  ;  but  I  am  ftill  more 
furprifed  to  hear  any  gentleman,  efpecially  a  gen- 
tleman who  has  often  attended  the  committee  of 
elections,  fay,  he  imagined  this  claufe  was  intend- 
ed only  as  a  direction  to  the  fheriffs  and  other  re- 
turning officers,  with  refpect  to  what  fort  of  peo- 
ple they  were  to  admit  to  vote  or  poll  at  any  elec- 
tion. This,  Sir,  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  faid  by 
any  gentleman  who  has  ever  attended  the  commit- 
tee of  elections  $  becaufe  this  very  direction  was  gi- 
ven by  act  of  Parliament  many  years  ago,  to  all 
mentis  and  returning  officers :  So  long  ago  as,  fihee, 
I  believe,  the  8th  year  of  King  Willian?%  reign* 
all  mentis  and  returning  officers  have  been  prohi- 
bited, by  an  act  then  made,  to  return  any  mem- 
ber to  ferve  in  Parliament,  contrary  to  the  laft  de* 
termination  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  to  the 
right  of  election  for  fuch  place  \  and  therefore  it 
would  have  been  quite  UnneceiTary,  k  would  have 
E  2  *  been 
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c  been  ridiculous  to  have  inferted  in  a  late  act,  fuch 

*  a  claufe  as  that  new  before  us,  if  no  more  had  been 

*  intended  by  it,  than  to  give  the  fame  directions  to 

*  fheriffs,    and  other  return ing-officers,  which  were 

*  given  to  them  by  a  former  act  then  in  full  force : 

*  But,  without  any  fuch  con  federation,  the  claufe  be- 

*  fore  us  is  in  itfelf  fo  clearly  expreffed,  that  it  is 
4  impoflible  to  miftake  its  meaning-,  and  as  the  horn 

*  gentleman  intends  nothing  by  his  motion,  but  to 
«  prevent  gentlemen's  putting  themfelves  to  a  need- 
'  lefs  expence,  and  giving  this  houfe  an  unnecefla- 

*  ry  trouble,  I  can  fee  no   reafon  why  we  fhould 

*  make  any  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  what  he  has  pro- 

*  pofed. 

*  Can  gentlemen  be  ferious,  Sir,  when  they  fay, 

*  that  this  houfe  is  not  to  be  confined  by  any  rules  ; 

*  that  we  ought  not  to  be  under  any  limitation  or 
f  reflraint,  with  refpect  to  our  determinations  about 

*  the  election  of  our  own  members ;   and  that  this 

*  houfe  would  never  have  agreed   to  the  claufe,  if 

*  any  fuch  thing  had  been  intended.  Our  determi- 
c  nations   in  fuch  cafes  are,  'tis  true,  fupreme  and 

*  final ;  but  furely,  Sir,   even  in  fuch  cafes,  we  are 

*  limited  and  confined  by  the  rules  of  natural  juftice 

*  and  equity,   and  likewife  by  the  ancient  cuitoms 

*  and  the  laws  of  the  kingdom.    Let  a  court  of  ju- 

*  dicature  be  as  abfolute  and  fupreme  as  can  be  ima- 

*  gined,  yet  I  mould  have  a  very  bad  opinion    of 

*  the  judges  of  that  court,  if  they  confined  them- 

*  felves  to  no  rules,    nor  even  to  thofe   laws  they 

*  themfelves  had  before  made  for  their  future  con- 

*  duct.     I  do  not  know,  but  fome  of  the  cities  and 

*  boroughs  of  England  may  have  been  injured,  by 
4  the  laft  determination  of  this  houfe  -,  and  if  there 
«  were  any  fuch,  we  muft  grant,  it  was  a  hardfhip 
«  upon  them,    to  make  that  injurious  determination 

*  abfolute  and  final,  as  to  them,  in  all  time  to  come; 

*  but  if  they  were  any  fuch  injurious  determinations 
4  made  by  this  houfe,  it  was  necefTary,  by  a  law,  to 

4  P°t 
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;  put  a  Hop  to  them  \  and  the  more  there  were  of 
1  them,  the  more  neccilary  it  was  to  make  fuch  a 
1  law,  in  order  to  prevent  any  fuch  in  time  to  come. 
•  The  hardfhip  is  already  put  upon  them  •,  the  law 
1  is  already  palled  ;  it  is  now  one  of  the  eftabli fried 

■  laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  cannot  therefore  be  al- 
!  tered  or  amended,  by  any  refolution  or  determina- 
;  tion  of  this  houfe  :  It  is  not  the  firft  time  that  a 

hardfhip  has  been  put  upon  particular  men,  for 
the  good  of  the  fociety  in  general  -,  but  in  this 
cafe,  if  any  city  or  borough  has  been  injured,  by 
the  Jaft  determination  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

■  and  that  injury  fixed  upon  them  by  the  law  now 
under  our  consideration,  they  may  apply  to  Par- 
liament for  relief,  and  will  certainly  obtain  an 
act  of  Parliament  for  that  purpofe,  which  is  the 
only  method  by  which  they  can  now  be  relieved  , 
fo  that  the  hardfhip  that  has  been  put  upon  them, 
can  be  of  no  weight ;  it  cannot  indeed  fo  much 
as  come  under  our  confideration  in  the  prefent 
queflion. 

*  However,  Sir,  though  I  do  not  think  it  at  all 
necefTary  to  take  a  day  to  confider  of  the  prefent 
motion,  yet  I  mall  not  be  againft  it  •,  becaufe  I 
wifh  it  were  made  a  (landing  order  of  this  houfe, 
that  no  motion  mould  be  taken  into  confideration, 
or  agreed  to,  the  fame  day  it  is  made  :  For  this 
reafon  I  mall  not  be  againft  adjourning  the  debate 
till  Monday,  according  to  the  hon.  gentlemen's  de- 
fire  ;  and  I  agree  to  it  the  rather,  becaufe,  I  hope, 
when  the  motion  has  been  fully  and  maturely  con- 
fidered,  it  will  be  unanimoufly  agreed  to :  But,  on 
other  occafions,  I  hope  thofe  gentlemen  will  ihew 
the  famecomplaifance  to  others,  and  will  not  infift, 
that  any  motion  they  may  hereafter  think  fit  to 
make,  fhaJl  be  immediately  taken  into  confidera- 
tion i  for  if  this  mould  be  made  a  rule  for  one  fide, 
and  not  for  the  other,  it  would  be  as  partial  a  me-  t 
E  3  *  thod 
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*  thod  of  jyoceeding  as  was  ever  practifed  by  for- 
6  mer   Parliaments,  in  their  determinations  about 

*  ele&ions. 

Motion  a-  Accordingly  it  was  order'd,  that  the  farther  con- 
tended and  f1(3eration  of  that  queftion  mould  be  adjourned  to 
Monday  morning  next,  when  the  motion  was  amend- 
ed thus :  6  That  the  counfel,  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe, 
f  or  before  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elections, 
f  be  reftrained  from  offering  evidence,  touching  the 
*'  legality  of  votes  for  members  to  ferve  in  Parlia- 
•f  ment,  for  any  county,  fhire,  city,  borough,  cinque- 

*  port  or  place,  contrary  to  the  L  ft  determination  in 

*  the  Houfe  of  Commons:  Which  determination,  by 
6  an  act  pafled  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  prelent  Ma- 

*  jcily'i.  reign,  intitled,  An  a ft  for  the  more  effectual 
4  preventing  bribery  and  corruption,  in  the  eleclion  of 
?  members  loferve  in  Parliament,  is  made  final  to  all 

*  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever,  any  ufage  to  the 
6  contrary  notwithstanding.'  And  then  it  was  agreed 
to  without  any  farther  debate. 

shakers.  The  principal  fpeakers  upon  this  occafion  were  5 
For  the  motion,  Thomas  Bramfton,  Efq;  Samuel 
Sandys,  Efq;  Walter  Plummer,  Efq;  and  the  Mailer 
of  the  Rolls.  For  delaying  the  motion,  Horace  Wal- 
fole,  Efq;  Henry  Pelham,  Efq;  and  Sir  William 
Tonge. 

Motion  for  /^  N  Ihurfday  the  6th  of  March,  a  motion  was 
^eHoufe  \J  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  '  That  an  hum- 
of  Lords.     «  ble  addrefs  mould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 

*  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  direc- 

*  tion,  that  the  feveral  inftruftions  to  Mr.  Woodward, 

*  his  Majefty's  minifterin  Poland,  in  the  year  17295, 

*  Ihould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.' 

The  argument  for  it  was  to  this  effect  viz, 

6  My 
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'  My  Lords,  as  wo  are,  many  of  us,  by  our  birth,  Argument 
and  all  of  us,  by  thole  honours  which  our  Kings 
have  conferred  upon  us  or  our  anceflois,  not  only 
intitled,  but  obliged  to  give  his  Majcfty  our  bell 
and  mod  fincere  advice,  in  all  arduous  affairs  •,  one 
of  the  chief  ends  of  our  meeting  in  this  houfe,  is 
to  coniider  the  (late  of  the  nation,  both  with  re- 
flect to  foivign  and  domeflic  affairs,  in  order  to 
give  our  King,  upon  every  cor.fiderable  emergen- 
cy, that  counfel  which  we  think  may  tend  mod  to 
his  glory  and  the  intereft  of  the  nation  j  for  which 
end  it  is  neceflary  for  us  to  have  all  thofe  treaties, 
negotiations,  and  other  papers  laid  before  us,  which 
may  be  neceffary  for  our  information  in  any  affair, 
in  which  it  may  be  incumbent  on  us  to  give  our 
advice-,  and,  for  this  reafon,  it  has  always  been  the 
cuftom  and  the  right  of  this  houfe,  to  call  for  all 
fuch  papers,  and  to  confider  them  deliberately, 
before  we  ever  offered  to  give  our  advice  to  the 
crown. 

1  I  believe,  my  Lords,  it  will  be  granted,  that 
with  refpect  to  our  foreign  affairs,  there  never  was 
a  more  critical  conjuncture  than  the  prefent  •,  there 
never  was  a  conjuncture  when  it  was  more  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  confi  ier  the  ftate  we  are  in,  or  more 
incumbent  upon  us  to  offer  our  bed  and  our  fin- 
cerefl  advice  to  our  Sovereign ;  nor  was  there  ever 
a  conjuncture,  when  the  King  could  (land  more  in 
need  of  honefl  and  upright  counfel :  The  eyes  of 
all  Europe  are  now  fixed  upon  the  behaviour  of 
Great-Britain  ;  and  by  our  behaviour  in  the  prefent 
conjuncture,  both  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the 
nation,  nay  even  the  liberties  of  Europe,  may  be 
either  facrificed  or  preferved.  In  fuch  a  conjunc- 
ture, can  we  perform  our  duty  to  our  country  or 
our  King;  can  we  anlwerone  of  the  chief  ends  of 
our  meeting  in  this  houfe  -,  without  examining  into 
the  (late  of  our  foreign  affairs,  and  offering  our 
mod  deliberate  advice  to  our  Sovereign  ?  Upon 

E  4  *  fuch 
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c  fuch  an  occafion,  we  are  not  to  wait  till  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  fhall  be  prompted,  by  thofe  about  him,  to 
4  afk  our  advice  •,  becaufe,  if  by  them  he  has  been 

*  milled  in  any  former  fteps,  we  may  depend  on  it, 
4  they  will  endeavour,  as  much  as  they  can,  to  di- 

*  vert  his  Majefty  from  applying  to  Parliament  for 

*  counfel,  when  they  are  certain,  that  by  fuch  an 

*  application  their  conduct  would  come  to  be  exa- 

*  mined  into,  and  highly  cenfured :  No,  my  Lords, 
4  this  houfe  is  his  Majefty's  higheft  and  moil  natu- 
4  ral  council ;  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  give  him  our 

*  advice  upon  every  important  emergency  -,  and,  up- 
4  on  an  emergency  of  fuch  importance  as  the  pre- 
4  fent,  his  Majefty's  having  made  no  application  to 
4  this  houfe  for  advice,  is,  with  me,  a  ftrong  argu- 

*  ment,  that  he  has  been  milled,  in  fome  late  mea- 

*  fures,  by  thofe  about  him  ;  and  that,  by  them,  he  is 

*  diverted  from  applying  where  he  is  always  fure 

*  to  meet  with  honeft  and  upright  counfel  j  and 
4  therefore  I  mud  think,  we  have  the  greater  reafon 
«  to  inquire  into  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  affairs,  and 
4  offer  that  advice  which  fhall  appear  the  moil  con- 
4  fonant  to  our  prefent  circumfhnces. 

4  This  confederation,  my  Lords,  makes  it  the 
c  more  neceflary  for  us  fpeedily  to  offer  his  Majefty 
4  our  advice,  upon  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs  in 
1  Europe  ;  and,  as  in  this  we  cannot  pretend  to  give 
4  any  advice,  without  being  fully  informed  as  to  the 
4  fources  and  caufes  of  the  prefent  war  •,  it  is  there- 
<  fore  abfolutely  neceflary  to  have  laid  before  us,  all 
4  the  papers  relating  to  our  late  foreign  tranlactions. 

*  Among  the  many  foreign  tranfadlions  we  have 
:  been  lately  engaged  in,  thofe  relating  to  Poland 
1  are,  at  prefent,  the  moft  neceffary  for  us  to  inquire 

*  into  ;  becaufe  the  late  tranfadions  in  that  kingdom 
«  are  fa  id  to  have  been  the  fole  caufe  of  the  prefent 
4  war  ;  therefore  it  is  impoflible  for  us  to  give  any 
4  advice,  about  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs  in  Eu-> 

*  rope?  without  examining  whether  we  had  any,  and 

*  what 
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c  what  (hare  in  thofe  traniactions  ;    and,    as  in  the 

*  year  1729,  the  iate  King  of  Poland  was  dange- 
4  rouQy  ill  of  the  diftemper,  of  which  he  afterwards 
c  died  •,  as  everyone  even  then  judged  his  life  could 
4  not  be  of  any  long  continuance  ;  and  as  every  one 

*  likewife  judged,  that  his  death  might  very  proba- 
4  bly  produce  a  combuftion  in  Europe ;  it  it  very 
4  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  meafures  for  the  elec- 

*  tion  of  a  future  King  were  then  begun  to  be  con- 
4  ferted  :  therefore  I  think  we  ought  to  know,  whe- 
c  ther  we  had  any  fhare  in  thofe  meafures,  before  we 
c  offer  any  advice  to  his  Majefty,  upon  the  prefent 
4  pollure  of  affairs ;  for  which  reafon  I  mail  beg 
4  leave  to  make  as  modeft  a  demand  as  can  well 
4  be  made   in  the  prefent  conjuncture,    which  is, 

*  That  an  humble  addrefs,  £sfc'  (as  before-men- 
tioned.) 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  in  fubftance  as  follows, 
viz, 

4  My  Lords,  I  mail  agree  with  the  noble  Lord,  Anftw*. 
4  that  this  houfe  has  a  right   to  call  for  any  papers 
c  that  may  be  neceffary  for  our  information,  with 

*  refpect  to  any  affair  we  are,  or  ought,  to  inquire 
'  into;  but,  to  the  honour  of  this  houfe,   my  Lords, 

*  I  muft  add,  that  that  right  has  been  always  hi- 
'  therto  ufed  with  great  prudence  and  caution :  we 
4  have  never  yet  called  for  any  papers,  by  which 
4  the  fecrets  of  the  government  might  be  any  way 
<  divulged,  or  the  affairs  of  the  nation  brought  into 
4  any  diftrefs. 

*  Upon  the  prefent  occafion,  my  Lords,    if  his 

*  Majefty  had  found  it  neceffary  to  apply  to  this 

*  houfe  for  advice,  he  would  certainly  have  done  fo ; 
4  and  he  has  too  much  penetration,  to  allow  himfelf 
4  to  be  diverted  by  thofe  about  him,  from  doing 
c  what  may  be  neceffary  upon  any  emergency,  either 
c  for  his  own  glory,  or  the  intereft  of  his  people : 

*  But 
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But  from  what  his  Majefty  has  told  us  from  the 
throne,  we  may  eafily  fee  the  reafon  why  he  has 
not  as  yet  made  any  fuch  application  :  His  Ma- 
jefty has  told  us,  that  he  was  no  way  engaged  in 
any  of  thofe  meafures  which  gave  occafion  to  the 
prefent  war  ;  and  confequenrly  he  can  have  no 
manner  of  concern  in  it,  unlefs  fome  of  the  parties 
engaged  mould  begin  to  pufh  their  conquefls,  or 
their  views,  farther  than  is  confident  with  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe : 
Whenever  this  happens,  it  will  become  neceffary 
for  this  nation  to  interfere  ;  and  in  any  fuch  event, 
we  need  not  doubt  but  his  Majefty  will  take  all 
proper  methods  to  have  the  belt  advice  ;  but  as 
any  fuch  event  muft  necefftrily  involve  this  nation 
in  great  danger  and  great  expence,  therefore  his 
Majefty  is  now  purfuing  that  which  will  redound 
moft  to  his  own  glory,  and  to  the  fafety  and  ad- 
vantage of  the  nation  ;  he  is  endeavouring  to  put 
an  end  to  the  war  by  a  folid  and  lafting  peace :  and 
as  he  is  now  acting  the  part  of  a  mediator,  between 
the  two  contending  parties  ;  as  he  has  already  of- 
fered to  them  a  plan  of  an  accommodation  -,  it  is 
neceffary  for  him  to  keep  in  as  good  terms  as  pof- 
fible  with  all  the  parties  engaged,  till  he  fhall  fee 
what  may  be  the  event  of  that  plan. 
c  Though  I  do  not  know,  my  Lords,  nor  do  be- 
lieve, that  any  of  the  powers  now  engaged  in  war, 
can  have  juft  reafon  to  be  difpleafed  with  the  part 
this  nation  acted,  with  refpecl  to  the  affairs  in 
Poland  in  the  year  1 729  ;  yet  if  all  the  infti  uclions 
and  letters  lent  to  our  minifter  in  Poland  at  that 
time,  and  all  his  letters  from  thence,  fhould  be  made 
public,  I  do  not  know  but  fome  one  or  other  of 
tne  powers  now  engaged  in  war,  may  find  fault 
with  fome  of  them  •,  which  would,  of  courfe,  very 
much  embarrafs  his  M;  jelly's  negotiations,  for  re- 
ftoring  the  peace  of  Europe ,  and,  thereby,  prevent- 
ing this  nation's  being  involved  in  a  dangerous  and 

*  expenfivc 
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*  expenfive  war ;  if  not  render  them  altogether  inef- 
4  fectual.  I  hope  the  inftruftions  and  the  letters  now 
4  moved  for,  were  as  wifely  drawn  up,  and  as  cau- 
4  tioufly  worded,  as  it  was  at  that  time  pofllble*,  but 

*  it  was  impoflible  to  forefee  all  the  various  events 
4  which  have  fince  happened  •,  and  had  thefe  inftruc- 

4  tions  been  drawn  up,   by  the  wifeft  minifters  that 

5  ever  were  in  this  nation,  or   in  any  nation,    it  is 

*  not  to  be  fuppofed,  but  that  there  may  be  fome 

*  expreffions  in  them,  which  may  difoblige  fome  of 
4  the  contending  powers ;    or  may,   at  leaft,  render 

*  fome  of  them  jealous  and  fufpicious  of  his  Majefty's 
4  impartiality  at  prelent  ♦,  which,  oi  confequence  may 

*  very  probably  difappoint  thofe  m  afures  his  Majefty 

*  has  now  concerted  for  reftoring  the  tranquillity,  and 

*  preferving  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe. 

8  With  regard,  my  Lords,  to  the  tranfactions  in 

*  Poland  in  the  year  1729,  we  muft  fuppofe  that  our 
4  minifter  had  inftructions  to  favour  the  party  for 

*  Slanijlaus^  or  the  party  for  the  then  electoral  Prince 

*  of  Saxony^  or  that  his  in  ft  ructions  were  to  favour 

*  neither  of  the  parties  that  then  began  to  appear  in 
4  Poland  -,  but  to  watch  the  motions  and  meafures 

*  of  each  of  them,   without  declaring  on   one  fide 

*  or  the  other.  If  his  inftructions  were  to  favour 
4  the  party  for  Stanijlaus,  the  publifhing  of  them 
4  would  then  certainly  difoblige  all  thofe  who  are  now 
4  engaged  to  fupport  the  election  of  the  prefent  elector 
4  of  Saxouy,  and  if  his  inftructions  were  to  favour 
4  the  then  electoral  Prince,  now  elector  of  Saxony^ 
4  the  publifhing  of  them  would,  in  the  prefent  con- 
4  juncture,  as  certainly  difoblige  all  thofe,  who  are 
4  now  engaged  to  fupport  the  election  of  St anijlaus  : 
4  In  either  of  which  cafes,  a  jealoufy  would  be  raifed 
4  againft  hisMajefty,  which  would  probably  difappoint 
4  the  plan  lately  concerted  for  an  accommodation. 

4  But,  my  Lords,  fuppofe  that  the  inftructions 
'.  given  to  our  minifter  then  in  Poland ,  were  to  act 
4  an  exact  neutral  part ;  yet  we  cannot  well  fuppofe 

4  them 
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<  them  fo  cautioufly  penned,  but  that  one  fide  or 
4  other  may  take  exceptions  to  them ;  which  would 
4  diminifh,  in  fome  one  or  other  of  the  parties  now 
4  engaged  in  war,  that  confidence  which   they  at 

*  prefent  repofe  in  his  Majefty,  and  which  it  is  ne- 
4  ceffary  to  keep  up,  in  order  to  render  his  Majefty's 
4  mediation  fuccefsfuh  And  if  we  could  fuppofethem 
4  fo  cautioufly  penned,  as  not  to  give  the  leaft  of- 
4  fence  ;  upon  fuch  a  fuppofition  it  mud  be  granted, 
4  that  we  can  expect  no  information  from  them,  in 
4  relation  to  the  prefent  war  :  we  cannot  from  thence 
4  difcover,  what  were  the  fprings  and  the  caufes  of 
4  the  war,  which  may  be  very  different  from  thofe 
4  publicly  afligned  ;  and,  if  the  whole  truth  were 
4  known,  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  would  appear,  that 
4  the  late  tranfactions  in  Poland,  were  none  of  the 
4  caufes  of  the  prefent  war,  or,  at  lead,  that  they 
4  contributed  but  a  very  little  towards  it,  by  being  a 
4  fort  of  cloak  for  covering  thofe  defigns,  which 
4  were  the  real  motives  of  the  war.  Thus,  my 
4  Lords,  the  making  public  thofe  inftructions  and 
4  papers  which  are  now  called  for,  rnuft  be  of  great 
4  prejudice  to  his  Majefty's  affairs,  in  every  fuppof- 
4  able  cafe  but  one  >  and  in  that  one  cafe  they  can 
4  be  of  no  fervice,  nor  afford  any  lights  to  thishoufe, 
4  with  relpecl:  to  what  your  Lordfhips  defire  to  be 
4  informed  about :  for  this  reafon,  I  think  it  is  not 
4  only  quite  unneceffary,  but  very  improper,  to 
4  prefent  to  his  Majefty  any  fuch  addrefs  as  has  been 
4  propofed  5  becauie,  though  the  particular  tranfac- 
4  tions  then  carried  on  in  Poland^  are  now  at  an  end^ 
4  yet  the  confequences  of  them  are  fo  far  from  being 
1  at  an  end,  that  they  are  now  pretended  to  be  the 
4  caufe*  and  the  chief  motive  for  entering  into  the 
4  prefent  war  againft  the  Emperor ;  and  therefore  I 
4  (hall  be  againft  calling  for-,   or  publishing  any  pa- 

*  per%  which  may  a  in  the  Ieafta  relate  to  thofe  tranf&c- 
4  tions  and  negotiations  now  upon  the  anvil  in  Eurepe* 

The  reply  was  to  the  following  effett3  viz. 

« My 
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4  My  Lords,  there  is  no  Lord  in  this  houfe,  nor  R*s]?-> 

*  any  man  in  the  kingdom,  who  has  a  greater  re- 
4  gard  for  his  Majefty,  or  a  better  opinion  of  his 
4  Majefty's  wiidom  and  penetration  than  I  have » 
4  but  my  duty  to  his  Majefty,  as  a  member  of  this 
1  houfe,   obliges  me  to  oiler  my  bed  and  mod  fin- 

*  cere  advice  in  every  affair,  which  I  look  upon  as 
8  an  affair  of  importance  ;  and  my  duty  to  my  King, 
4  as  well  as  my  own  honour,  forbid  me  to  offer  my 
4  advice  in  any  affair,  till  I  have  that  information 
4  which  I  think  necefTary  for  that  purpofe.     It  has 

*  been  fo  often  laid  in  this  houfe,  that  I  am  afhamed 
4  to  repeat  it  -,  but  upon  this  occafion  I  mud  again 

*  take  notice,  that  fpeeches  from  the  throne  are,  in 
4  this  houfe,  always  confidered  as  ipeeches  from  the 
4  minifters  for  the  time  being  •,  and  therefore  we  arc 
4  never  to  be  confined  or  rettrained  in  our  debates, 

*  by  any  thing  that  has  been  laid  to  us  from  the 
4  throne :  Whether  we  have  any  concern  in  the  pre- 

*  fent  war,  or  whether  we  were  any  way  engaged  in 

*  thofe  meafures  which  gave  occafion  to  the  prefent 

*  war,  is,   for  this  reafon,  a  queftion,  that  no  Lord, 

*  as  a  member  of  this  houfe,  can  be  as  yet  fatisfied 

*  about  -,  becaufe  we  have  as  yet  made  no  inquiry 

*  into  it,  nor  can  make^an  inquiry  till  a  great  many 

*  papers,  particularly  thofe  now  called  for,  are  laid 

*  before  us. 

4  As  for  the  plan  for  an  accommodation,  which 
4  it  is  faid  has  been  offered  to  the  parties  now  engag- 
4  ed  in  war,   I  muft  declare,  my   Lords,  I   know 

*  nothing  about  it ;  and  every  one  of  your  Lord- 
4  fhips,  when  you  fpeak  as  members  of  this  houfe, 

*  muft  declare  the  fame,  becaufe  it  has  never  yet 
«  been  communicated  to  the  houfe ;    and  therefore 

*  I  cannot  well  fay  any  thing  about  it,    nor  can  I 

*  know  what  may  be  prejudicial  or  advantageous  to 

*  it.  I  do  not  know,  my  Lords,  what  fort  of  plan 
c  it  is ;  but  if  it  be  fuch  a  plan,  or  any  thing  like 

4  the 
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the  plan  that  has  been  publifhed  in  the  Butch  Ga- 
zettes, we  have  no  great  reafon  for  being  fearful  of 
doing  any  thing  that  may  prevent  its  being  effec- 
tual ;  for  I  am  convinced  it  will  never  produce 
an  accommodation,  it  can  never  have  any  effect* 
unlefs  it  be  to  engage  this  nation  in  the  war,  whe- 
ther it  be  our  intereft  or  inclination  fo  to  do  or 
not. 

c  It  is  impofilble,  my  Lords,  that  arty  war  can 
break  out  in  Europe  in  which  this  nation  has  no 
concern  :  If  we  have  no  particular  obligation  up- 
on us,  if  we  have  no  particular  intereft  to  engage 
us  to  take  a  fhare  in  the  war,  yet  we  ought  to 
take  every  fuch  opportunity  to  fettle  the  difputes 
we  may  have  with  either  of  the  parties,  or  to  ob- 
tain advantages  in  our  trade  from  every  one*  or 
at  leaft  from  fome  of  the  parties  engaged  in  war  5 
and  it  would  be  a  very  high  mifdemeanor  in  thofe 
who  are,  or  at  any  fuch  time  may  be,  at  the  head 
of  our  affairs,  to  neglect  or  let  flip  any  fuch  op- 
portunity, The  balance  of  power,  my  Lords* 
is  what  we  ought  always  to  have  an  eye  to,  but  I 
cannot  think  it  is  at  prefent,  or  is  like  to  be,  in  any 
great  danger ;  and  the  advantage  of  our  fituation 
is  fuch,  that  we  may  always  be,  and  therefore  we 
ought  always  to  be,  among  the  laft  Princes  and 
States  in  Europe^  to  give  ourfelves  much  trouble 
about  it,  or  to  engage  in  its  prefervation  5  for  if 
we  do  not  give  ourfelves  an  unneceffiry  trouble 
about  it,  the  Princes  and  States  upon  the  continent 
will  take  care  of  it  among  themfelves ;  and  if* 
in  any  cafe  of  extremity,  we  find  ourfelves  at  laft 
obliged  to  engage,  we  ought  to  take  that  oppor- 
tunity to  fettle  all  difputes  we  may  have,  an<J  tof 
reap  all  the  advantages  in  trade  we  may  1  xpect 
from  any  of  thofe,  in  favour  of  whom  We  engage  ; 
and  when  by  our  means  the  balance  of  power  is  to 
be  re-eftablifhed,   and  peace  to  be  rcftomi*  we 

'  have 
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c  have  then  an  opportunity  of  fettling  all  former  dif- 

*  putes  with  the  parties  againft  whom  we  engage, 
4  and  of  obtaining  new  advantages  Irom  them.  This, 
4  my  Lords,  ought  to  be  the  fundamental  maxim  of 

*  of  all  our  negotiations  and  engagements  ;  but  I  am 
4  afraid  we  have  for  fome  years   had  our   heads    fo 

*  full  of  the  balance  of  power  being  in  danger, 
4  and  have  been  fo  ready  upon  all  occafions  to 
4  frighten  ourfelves  with  that  phantom,  that  we 
4  have  not  only  neglected,  but  have,  upon  all  occa- 
4  fions,  facrificed  the  particular  interefts  of  this  coun- 
c  try,  to  our  imaginary  apprehenfions  about  the  ge- 
4  neral  intereft  of  Europe.  There  was  never  a  bet- 
'  ter  opportunity  than  theprefent,  for  fettling  all  the 

*  difputes  this  nation  may  have  with  either  of  the 

*  parties  engaged  in  war  -,  there  was  never  a  better 
4  opportunity,  for  this  nation's  acquiring  new  ad- 
4  vantages  in  trade  from  every  one  of  them  ;  and  I 

*  hope  it  will  not  be  neglecled  ;  for  I  mall  have  a 
4  poor  opinion  of  our  negotiators,  if  a  peace  be 
'  reftored  without  obtaining  fome  confiderable  ad- 
4  vantages  for  this  nation. 

4  With  regard,  my  Lords,  to  the  inftruclions  fent 

*  to  our  minifter  in  Poland  in  the  year  1729,  I  fhall 
8  not  pretend,  fo  much  as  to  guefs  at  what  they  were  ; 

*  but  it  was  certainly  the  intereft  of  this  nation  not 
4  to  intermeddle,  either  in  favour  of  the  party  for 

*  Stanijlaus,  or  in  favour  of  the  party  for  the  electo- 
4  raf  Prince  of  Saxony :    It   was  our  bufinefs,  and 

*  would  have  been  our  glory,  to  protect  that  repub- 
'  lie  in  her  freedom  of  choice  ;  and  the  proper  in- 
4  ftru&ions  to  be  fent  to  our  minifter  on  that  occa- 
4  fion,  were  only  to  endeavour  to  found  the  views 
4  and  inclinations  of  the  leading  men  of  that  nation, 
4  in  order  to  take  our  meafures  accordingly,  when 
4  the  throne  fhould  become  vacant  by  the  death  of  the 
4  then  King  of  Poland-,  and  that  we  might  in  time 
4  prepare,  to  make  the  beft  of  what  was  moil  likely 
4  to  be  the  confequence  of  that  important  event.     If 

8  thefe 
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*  thefe  were  the  inftructions  fent,  no  power  in  Eu- 
4  rope  can  have  any  juft  ground  to  complain  of  our 
6  conduct ;  and  if  any  of  them   mould   make  any 

*  unjuft  and  frivolous  complaints,  or  conceive  any 

*  groundlefs  fufpicions,  they  are  not  to  be  regarded, 

*  But,  granting  that  this  is  the  cafe  •,    granting  that 

*  our  conduct  at  that  time  was  unexceptionable ;  is 

*  it  not  highly  necefTary  for  us  to  know  this  before 
c  we  offer  any  advice  to  his  Majefty  ?  My  Lords, 
c  it  is  fo  necefTary,  that  without  it  we  cannot  offer 

*  any  fincere  advice  *,  it  would  be  difhonourable,  or 

*  at  leaft  ra(h  in  us  to  attempt  it  •,  for  tho'  the  affairs 
«  of  Poland  may  not  be  the  chief  caufes  of  the  war, 

*  yet  it  is  certain,  that,  with  refpect  to  France,  they 

*  are  the  chief  motives  pretended  ;  and  for  the  other 

*  caufes  of  the  war,  we  muff,  fearch  into  other  late 
c  tranfactions,  in  all  of  which  we  certainly  had  a 
'  very  great  concern ;   perhaps  a  greater  than  this 

*  houfe  may  think   this  nation  ought  to  have  had, 

*  when  we  come  to  examine  into  thofe  tranfactions, 

*  and  have  the  proper  papers  laid  before  us  for  that 

*  purpofe. 

6  But,  my  Lords,  if  with  refpect  to  the  affairs  of 

*  Poland,  we  favoured  either  of  the  now  contending 

*  parties,  it  is  absolutely  necefTary  for  this  houfe  to 

*  inquire  into  them,  and  for  that  end  to  have  the 
«  papers  now  moved  for,   laid    before  us  ;   fuch  an 

*  inquiry  will  be  fo  far  from  being  attended  with  any 
c  mifchievous  confequences,   that   the  neglect  of  it 

*  may  be  of  the  molt  fatal  confequences,  both  to  this 
'  nation,  and  to  the  liberties  of  Europe;  for  what- 
4  ever  fide  we  favoured,  it  cannot  be  funpofed  that 

*  any  of  our  endeavours  are  now  a  fecret  to  thofe  of 
4  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion.     If  we  favoured  the 

*  defigns  of  thofe  who  were  for  fetting  Stanijlaus  up- 
4  on  the  throne,  we  muft  have  concerted  meafures 

*  with  the  leaders  of  that   party  in  Poland ;    and  as 

*  fome  of  thofe  who  were  then  among  the  leaders  of 

*  that  party  in  Poland^  are  now  in  the  intereft  of  the 

«  Elector 
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*  Elector  of  Saxony,  can  we  fuppofe  that  any  of  our 
«  endeavours  in  favour  of  Stanijlaus,  or  the  inftruc- 

*  tions  given  to  our  minifter  for  that  purpofe,  are 
<  now  a  fecret  to  the  Elector  of  Saxony,  or  to  any 
1  of  the  powers  now  engaged  to  fupport  his  election  ? 

*  So  that  whatever  our  inftructions  may  have  been 
'  upon  that  head,  they  cannot  now  be  a  fecret  any 
■  where  but  in  this  houfe,  where  they  ought  to  be 
1  known,"  and  ought  to  be  ftrictly  inquired  into  ; 
1  for  it  is  impoffible  to  imagine  that  the  powers  of 
1  Europe,  who  now  fupport  the  Elector  of  Saxony, 
1  will  ever  put  any  confidence  in  this  nation,  or  join 
;  cordially  with  us  in  any  meafure,  while  thofe  per- 

;  fons,  who  formerly  advifed  fuch  meafures,  have 

*  any  influence  in  our  councils  :  Nor  can  the  nation, 
:  with  honour,  propofe  any  terms  of  peace  ;  much 
5  Jefs  engage  in  a  war,  for  defeating  thofe  very  mea- 
fures which  have  been  concerted  in  conjunction  with 
us :  We  cannot  at  leaft  propofe  any  fuch  terms  of 
peace,  or  engage  in  the  war  on  fuch  a  footing,  till 
we  have  made  examples  of  thofe  who  engaged  us 
in  fuch  deftructive  meafures. 

*  On  the  other  hand,  if  we  fuppofe  that  the  inftruc- 
tions fent  at  that  time  to  our  minifter  in  Poland, 
were,  to  favour  that  party  who  were  for  placing 
upon  their  throne  the  Electoral  Prince,  now  the 
Elector  of  Saxony  ;  thofe  inftructions  muft  have 
been  communicated  to  all  the  chief  officers  of 
ftate,  particularly  to  thofe  of  them  who  then  ap- 
peared at  the  head  of  the  Saxon  party  in  Poland  ; 
and,  as  many  of  them  are  now  in  the  intereft  of 
Stanijlaus,  can  we  fuppofe  that  thofe  inftructions  . 
are  now  a  fecret  to  any  of  thofe  powers,  who  are 
now  engaged  to  fupport  the  election  of  that  Prince 
to  the  throne  of  Poland-,  or  that  they  will  look 
upon  this  nation  as  impartial,  or  with  any  confi- 
dence accept  of  our  mediation,  as  long  as  thofe 
very  perfons,  who  joined  in  fuch  meafures  again  ft 
Vol.  XIII  F  *  them, 
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c  them,  have  any  influence  in  our  councils?  So  that- 

'  if  we  have  a  fincere  inclination,  which  I  think  we 

6  ought  to  have,  to  prevent  this  nation's  being  en- 

*  gaged  in  the  war,  we  ought  to  inquire  into  our 
c  tranfactions  in  Poland  ;  and,  for  that  reafon,  ought 
'  to  have  the  papers,  called  for,  laid  before  us  :  But, 

*  moreover,  if  it  mould  appear,  that  the  Emperor 
c  has  been  attacked  for  purfuing  thofe  very  meafures 

*  he  had  concerted  with  us  ;  is  not  this  nation  in  ho- 

*  nour  obliged  to  defend  him  againft  fuch  an  attack  ? 
6  or  at  leafl,  we  ought  to  punim  thofe  who  engaged 
4  the  faith  of  this  nation,  in  meafures,  which  it  was 
'  not  our  intereft  to  purfue. 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  in  every  fuppofable  cafe,  it 

c  is  the  duty  of  this  houfe  not  only  to  call  for  thofe 

*  inftruclions,   but  to  examine  them  ftrictly,  before 

*  we  can  pretend  to  give  his  Majefty  any  honeft  or 
'  fincere  advice,  in  relation  to  the  prefent  pofture 
4  of  affairs  in  Europe.  If  the  inftruclions  were  right, 

*  we  ought  to  know  it  before  we  can  give  our  ad- 
c  vice;  and  it  is  impoffible  the  publishing  of  them 

*  can  produce  any  bad  effect :  If  they  were  other- 
'  wife,  they  can  produce  no  worfe  effect  than  they 

*  have  done  already  •,  and  it  is  necefiary  they  fhould 
*•  be  examined  into,  and  the  perfons  puniflied  who 
1  advifed   them,   before  we   can  fuppofe   that  his 

*  Majefty's  mediation  will  have  any  effect  towards 
4  reftoring  the  peace  of  Europe,  or  preventing  its 
c  being  neccffary  for  this  nation  to  engage  in  the 


Queftion.  Tne  queftion  was  then  put  upon  the  motion, 
which  upon  a  divifion  was  carried  in  the  negative, 
by  71  to  29. 

Speakers.  The  motion  'was  made  by  the  Earl  of  Chefter fields 

and  the  fpeakers  in  favour  of  it  were,  the  laid  Earl 
of  Chefterfield,  the  Lord  Bathurft,  the  Lord  Carte- 
ret,   and  the  Earl  of  IVinchelfea:    The  fpeakers 

againlt 
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againft  it  were,  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  the  Earl  of 
llayx  and  the  Lord  Hardwick. 

Immediately  after  this  divrfion  the  following  mo-  JJJJf^Jk 

tion  was  made  in  the  lame  houle,  viz.  '  That  an  treaty  of 
1  humble  addrefs  fhould  be  prefetitedtohisMajefty,  SeviUu 
1  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  give  direction,  that  the 
'  letters  and  inftructions  Tent  to  his  Majetly's  mini- 
4  fters  at  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain,  relating  to 
c  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Seville,  mould  be  laid 
'  before  the  houfe." 

This  motion   likewife   occafioncd    fome  debate, 
the  fubftance  of  which  is  as  follows,  viz. 

'  My  Lords,  notwithstanding  the  fate  of  the  former  Argntaent 

*  motion,  I  will  bee;  leave  to  make  another,  which 
c  I  hope  will  have  better  fuccefs;  but  before  I  make 
'  the  motion  I  intend,  I  defire  his  Majcfty's  fpeech 
1  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  at  the  opening  of 
c  the  fefllon,  in  the  year  1 730-1,  may  be  read.* 
(The  fame  was  read  accordingly.)  '  In  that  fpeech 
c  you  may  obferve,  my  Lords,  his  Majefty  inform- 
c  ed  us,  in  general,  of  the  difficulties  that  were  like  to 
c  attend  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Seville.  And 
4  then  fays,  The  plan  of  operations  for  the  execu- 
c  tion  of  the  treaty  of  Seville  by  force,  in  cafe  we 
c  fhould  be  driven  to  that  neceffity,  is  now  under  conjl- 

'  deration. From    theie   exprefTions,    and   from 

c  what  fell  from  a  noble  Lord  in  the  former  debate, 
c  who  told  us  we  were  to  look  for  the  fprings  and 
c  caufes  of  the  prefent  war  fome  where  elfe  than  in  the 
c  inftructions  given  to  our  minifter  in  Poland,  I 
'  think  itabfolutely  neceffary  for  lis  to  fee  the  letters 
4  and  inftructions  lent  to  our  mjnifters  at  the  courts 
'  of  France  and  Spain,  in  relation  to  the  execution 
s  of  that  treaty ;    for   in   that    treaty,  and    in   the 

•  negotiations  that  were  carried  on  for  the  execution 

F  2  *  of 
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4  of  that  treaty,    I   am,   indeed,  very    much  per- 

*  fuaded,  we  are  to  look  for  fome  of  the  chief  fprings 
4  and  caufes  of  the  prefent  war ;  at  leaft ,  I  am  very 
4  fure,  we  cannot  pretend  to  give  his  Majefty  any 

*  advice  with  refpect  to  the  prefent  war,  without 

*  feeing  that  plan  of  operations  which  was  concerted 
4  for  the  execution  of  that  treaty,  and  thofe  negotia- 
c  tions  that  were  carried  on  for  concerting  that  plan, 

*  and  for  making  it  effectual  after  it  was  concerted  •, 
4  and  therefore  my  Lords,  I  mail  move,  &c.'  (as 
above-mentioned.) 

To  this  it  was  anfwered,  in  fubftance,  as  follows, 
biz. 

Anfwcr.  My  Lords,   I  mud  fay,  I  am  a  great  deal  more 

*  furprifed  at  this  motion  than  I  was  at  the  former ; 

*  for  as  the  affair  of  Poland  is  made  at  leaft  the  pre- 
4  tence  of  the  prefent  war,  it  might  be  fufpefted 
4  that  the  late  tranfactions  in  that  kingdom  were  the 
4  chief  caules  of  the  war  -,  but  I  am  fure  it  is  im- 
4  poflible  to  imagine  that  any  of  the  letters  or  in- 
4  ftruclions  relating  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of 
c  Seville,  can  have  any  concern  with  the  motives 
4  of  the  prefent  war  •,  becaufe,-  whatever  meafures 
4  Were  concerted  for  the  execution  of  that  treaty 
4  by  force,  it  is  certain,  that  no  fuch  meafures  ever 
4  took  effect, :  We  all  know,  that  the  treaty  of  Se- 
4  ville  was  foon  after  fully  executed  in  an  amicable 

*  and  friendly  manner,  by  the  conclufion  of  the 
4  treaty  of  Vienna,    therefore  the  treaty   of  Vien- 

*  na  is  the  only  paper  that  can  properly  have  any 
6  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Seville^ 
-  and  the  only  paper  from  which  we  can  have 
4  any  information  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  that 
4  treaty. 

4  Therefore,,  my  Lords,  as  there  can  be  no  rela- 
"  tion  between  the  papers  now  called  for  and  the 
fc  caufes  of  the  prefent  war,  there  can  be  no  reafon 

4  for 
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4  for  our  defi ring  them  to  be  laid  before  us  on  the 
4  prefent  occaiion  :  But  farther,  my  Lords,  it  would 

*  be  very  improper,  and  certainly  very  dangerous,  to 
1  make  thole  papers  public  at  fucli  a  conjuncture  as 
6  the  prefent ;  becaufe  there  may  be  feveral  things 
4  in  them,   that  might  break  off  that  good  corref- 

*  pondence,  which  now  fubfifts  between  his  Majefty 
1  and  all  the  powers  engaged  in  the  prefent  war;  ;md 
c  which  it  is  certainly  necefiary  to  keep  up,  till  the 
6  plan  of  peace,  concerted  by  his  Majefty  and  his 
1  allies,  lhall  be  either  accepted  or  rejected  :  for  if 
c  it  be  accepted,  and  peace  reftored  upon  fjift  and 
1  honourable  terms,  this  nation  will  be  freed  from 
1  the  danger  of  being  involved  in  a  heavy  and  ex- 
;  penfive  war  ;  a  danger  which  we  cannot  avoid,  if 

■  the  plan  be  rejected,  and  the  war  long  continued  -, 

*  therefore  I  hope  this  houfe  will  never  agree  to  do 
;  any  thing  that  may  give  the  lead  occafion  or  pre- 
;  fence  for  rejecting  of  that  plan  :   And  whatever 

fome  Lords  may  be  pleafed  to  fay  of  that  plan,  I 
doubt  not  but  it  will  appear  to  be  a  reafonable  and 
a  good  plan  -,  becaufe  in  the  forming  of  it  the 
Dutch  minifters  concurred  with  ours  ;  nay,  I  be- 
lieve, were  the  firft  and  the  principal  perfons  con- 

■  cerned  in  the  drawing  it  up:  I  believe  it  was  01  i- 
ginally  formed  by  as  wife  and  as  honeft  a  minuter, 
as  ever  had  the  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the 
States  General  ;  and  his  draught  was  approved  of 
by  all  thofe,  who  have  any  mare  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  their  affairs :  fo  that  whatever  may  be  faid 
or  thought  of  our  own  minifters,  I  hope  every 
Lord  in  this  houfe  will  do  the  Dutch  minifters,  es- 
pecially that  great  man,  who  has  now  the  chief 
direction  of  their  affairs,  the  juftice  to  think,  that 
they  would  neither  have  drawn  up  nor  approved  a 
ridiculous  plan,  or  a  plan  which  they  thought 
would  not  be  effectual  ;  and  I  believe  I  may  lay, 
that  if  that  plan,  or  fomething  very  like  it,  be  not 
effectual,  it  will  from  thence  appear,  that  fome  of 

F  3  )  the 
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the  parties  now  engaged  in  war,  have  views  which 
they  have  not  yet  thought  fit  to  own,  and  that 
both  the  Dutch  and  we  will  think  it  neceffary  to 
join  in  the  war,  in  order  to  prevent  the  accomplish- 
ment of  fuch  dangerous  defigns.  The  difcovering 
of  thofe  views,  if  there  be  any  fuch,  is  certainly 
one  of  the  chief  things  intended  by  that  plan  ;  the 
fooner  they  are  difcovered,  the  more  eafy  it  will 
be  to  defeat  them  •,  and  I  hope  your  Lordfhips  will 
do  nothing  that  may  defeat  the  defign  of  the  plan, 
which  your  agreeing  to  the  prefent  motion  would 
very  probably  do  ;  becaufe  it  might  furnifh  a  pre- 
tence to  fome  of  the  parties  engaged  in  war,  to 
reject  the  plan,  without  being  obliged  to  difco- 
ver  their  real  deiigns. 

'  But  in  ihort,  my  Lords,  every  argument  that 
was  offered  againft  the  former  motion,  is  certainly 
equally  flrong  againit  this  ;  and  as  your  Lordfhips 
have  thought  fit  to  difagree  with  the  former  motion, 
I  make  no  doubt  of  your  difagreeinglikewife  with 


this.' 


The  reply  was  to  the  following  effect,  viz. 

*  My  Lords,whatever  may  be  my  own  private  opi- 
nion, 1  haveib  great  a  deference  for  the  opinion  of  this 
houfe,  that  if  there  were  no  difference  between  this 
and  the  former  motion,  I  ihould  not  have  flood 
up  to  have  faid  any  thing  in  its.  favour -,  but  1  hope 
when  your  Lordfhips  confidcr  it,  you  will  fee  that 
there  is  a  very  great  difference,  between  the  papers 
now  called  for,  and  the  papers  called  for  by  the 
former  motion  ;  for  tho'  the  tranfactions  to  which 
the  former  motion  related,  happened  feveral  years 
ago,  yet  it  cannot  be  faid,  that  the  affair  is  quite  at 
an  end,  becaufe  the  difpute  about  the  election  of 
a  King  of  Poland  is  flill  fubfifling  •,  and  for  that 
reafon  many  of  your  Lordfhips  might  think  it 
improper  to  have  any  papers  pubiifhed,  which  any 

*  way 
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4  way  related  ro  that  difpute  5  but  in  the  cafe  now 
4  before  us,  there  is  no  foundation  for  fuch  an  ar- 
4  gumer.t  •,  the  affair  relating  to  the  execution  of  the 
4  treaty  of  Seville  is  now  quite  at  an  end,  the  treaty 
c  has  been  fully  executed  in  all  its  parts,  except  fo 
4  tar  as  relates  particularly  to  this  nation,  I  mean,  my 
4  Lords,  with  refpect  to  the  depredations  committed 
*  upon  our  merchants  by  the  Spaniards  •,  and  as  fa- 
4  tisfaction  was  due  to  us  by  the  law  of  nations,  I 
1  hope  we  have  made  no  promifes,  nor  ufed  any  ar- 
4  guments  that  can  poiilbly  difoblige  any  power  in 
4  Europe,  not  particularly  concerned  in  that  affair : 
4  Indeed,  if  the  doctrine  of  confequences  takes  place, 
c  if  we  mud  never  call  for  papers  relating  to  any 
4  tranlaction,  as  long  as  its  confequences  are  upon 
4  the  anvil,  I  doubt  much  if  this  houfe  can  ever 
4  call  for  papers  relating  to  any  tranfaclion,  that  has 
4  happened  for  at  lead  a  century  pad  •,  for  every 
4  traniaction  mud  be  the  confequence  of  fome former, 
4  perhaps  a  great  many  former  tran fictions,  fo  that 
4  we  could  never  call  for  the  papers  relating  to  any 
4  tranfaction,  as  long  as  the  perfons  concerned  in  it 
4  were  alive,  which  would  indeed  be  an  excellent  and 
4  a  fafe  doctrine  for  miniders  -,  but  for  that  very 
4  reafon,  I  hope  it  will  never  be  received  within 
4  thefe  walls. 

4  I  fhall  readily  admit,  my  Lords,  that  the  con- 
4  fequences  of  the  treaty  of  Seville  are  now  upon  the 
4  anvil :  I  fhall  readily  admit  that  the  prefent  war  is 
4  a  mod  natural  confequence  of  the  treaty  of  Seville^ 
4  and  of  the  negotiations  that  were  afterwards  enter- 
4  ed  into,  for  executing  that  treaty  by  force :  and  I 
4  am  fo  far  from  thinking  that  thofe  negotiations, 
4  or  the  papers  relating  to  them,  can  have  no  rela- 
4  tion  to  the  caufes  or  motives  of  the  prefent  war, 
4  that  I  am  convinced  the  war  is  chiefly  owing  to 
4  that  treaty,  and  the  meafures  that  were  concerted 
4  for  its  execution.  By  that  treaty,  the  ancient  union 
4  and  intimate  correfpondenee  between  France  and 
F  4  4  Spain 
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8  Spain  were  reftored ;  and  by  the  introduction  of 
f  Spanijh  troops  into  Italy,  we  not  only  opened  a 
f  way  for  the  Spaniards,  but  by  that  very  ftep,  we 
4  loft  the  King  of  Sardinia,  by  which  we  opened  a 

*  way  likewife  for  the  French  into  the  fame  coun- 
f  try,  and  thereby  united  thofe  three  powers  in  that 
4  clofe  confederacy,    which    occafions  the  prefent 

*  difturbance  in  Europe. 

4  But,  my  Lords,  though  the  prefent  War  be  a 
4  moft  natural  confequence  of  the  treaty  of  Seville, 
4  and  the  future  negotiations  for  the  execution  of 

*  that  treaty,  I  am  fo  far  from  thinking  this  a  good 
4  reafon  for  our  not  calling  for  any  papers  relating 

*  to  the  execution  of  that  treaty,  that  I  think  it  is  a 
4  moft  convincing  argument,  for  our  inquiring  ftricl> 

*  ly  into  all  thofe  tranfaclions ;  and  there  is  no 
4  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  publifhing  any 
4  paper  relating  to  them  :  There  can  be  nothing  in 
4  any  of  thofe  papers  that  can  poffibly  difoblige 
4  either  of  the  three  powers  now  united  againft  the 
4  Emperor,  more  than  we  have  already  done  by  the 

*  treaty  of  Vienna  \  and  if  there  be  any  thing  in 
4  either  of  thofe  papers,  which  might  at  that  time 
4  have  been  difobliging  to  the  Emperor,  we  have 

*  fince  fufficiently  attoned  for  it,  by  the  unlimited 
4  guaranty  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanction,  which  the 
4  honour  of  this  nation  now  (lands  charged  with  by 

*  the  treaty  of  Vienr.a  -,  fo  that  it  is  not  poflible  to 
4  conceive,  how  there  can  be  any  thing  in  the  papers 
4  now  called  for,  that  may  tend  towards  defeating 
4  the  plan  which  has  been  concerted  for  reftoring  the 
4  peace  of  Europe,  and  which  the  noble  Duke  fays, 
4  will  appear  to  be  a  wife  and  a  good  plan. 

4  As  I  know  nothing,  my  Lords,  about  this  plan, 
4  I  mall  not  pretend  to  fay>  what  it  will  appear  to 
4  be  -,  but  if  it  mould  appear  to  be  a  wife  and  a  good 
4  plan,  T  am  forry  to  find,  that  the  Dutch  only  are 
4  to  have  the  honour  of  it*,  for  as  we  have  been  at 

*  all  the  expence  both  in  concerting  it,  and  in  endea- 


vouring 
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v  vouring  by  our  preparations,  to  make  it  effectual, 
4  it  was,  I  think,  but  reafonable,  that  we  fhould 
1  have  had  a  fhare  of  the  honour.  However,  let 
1  the  plan  be  what  it  will,  it  can  receive  no  preju- 
4  dice  from  any  of  the  papers  now  moved  for  :  It  is 
4  impoflibJe  that  either  of  the  parties  engaged  in  war 
4  can  from  thence  find  any  colour  of  reafon  for  re- 
4  jecting  the  plan  -,  and  if  from  frivolous  pretences 
4  they  reject  it,  their  real  defigns  will  appear  as  evi- 
4  dent,  as  if  they  had  rejected  it  without  giving  any 
4  fuch  reafon :  But,  my  Lords,  whatever  may  be- 
4  come  of  the  plan,  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs  is 
4  of  fo  great  importance,  that  we  cannot,  in  honour, 
4  neglect  giving  his  Majefty  our  advice ;  and  it  is 
4  impoflible  for  this  houfe  to  give  him  any  advice, 
4  without  feeing  the  papers  and  inftructions  now  mo- 
f  ved  for.  Indeed,  if  the  plan  mould  be  rejected, 
4  we  muff  then  fee  a  great  many  other  papers,  be- 
4  fore  we  can  pretend  to  be  fo  thoroughly  acquainted 
4  with  the  circumftances  of  affairs,  as  to  be  able  to 
4  give  any  reafonable  advice,  with  refpect  to  thofe 
1  meafures,  which  his  Majefty  ought  in  that  cafe  to 
4  purfue.' 

The  queftion  being  then  put,  it  was  upon  a  divi-  Queftion. 
fion,  carried  in  the  negative,  by  72  to  29. 

This  motion  was  made  by  the  Lord  Bathurft,  and  Speakers, 
fupported  by  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield  and  the  Lord 
Carteret.     The  fpeakers  againft  it  were,   the  Lord 
Hervey  and  the  Duke  of  Newcajile. 

As  foon  as  this  divifion  was  over,  the  Lord  Car- 
teret flood  up  and  made  the  following  motion,  viz. 
4  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Ma-  Allotment* 
4  jefty,   that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  give  directions  ^SJ, 
*  to  the  proper  officer  or  officers,   to  lay  before  this 
8  houfe,  the  feveral  allotments  of  quarters  which  had 

4  been 
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c  been  made  for  his  Majefty's  land  forces  in  Great- 
c  Britain,  fince  the  25th  day  of  March  hil'  Which 
motion  was  agreed  to  without  any  debate  or  ciivi- 
fion. 

ON  the  7th  day  of  March,  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  to  confider  farther  of  ways  and  means 
for  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  and 
came  to  feveral  refolutions,  which  were  next  day  re- 
ported to  the  houfe,   and  are  as  follow,  viz. 

The  fupriy  e  That  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to   his 

thftking°f '  Majefty,   there  be  ilTued   and  applied  the  fum  of 

fund.  '  one  million,  out  of  fuch  monies  as  have  arifen, 

c  or  mall  or  may  a  rife   for  the   furplufies,  cxceffes, 

6  or  overplus  monies,  commonly  called  the  finking 

4  fund. 

Salt  tax.  *  That  towards  raifing  the  fupply   granted  to  his 

*  Majefty,  the  feveral  duties  on  fait,  and  alfo  on  red 
<  and  white  herrings,  delivered  out  for  home  con- 
c  fumption,   which,  by  an  act  of  the   7th  year  of 

*  his  prefent   Majefty's  reign,    were  continued  and 

*  granted  to   his  Majefty,    his  heirs  and  fucceiTors, 

*  until  the  25th  day   of  March*    1742,    be  farther 

*  continued  from  the  24th  day  of  Marcbt   1741,  to 

*  the  25th  day  of  March,   1746.' 

And  bills  were  brought  in  foon  after*  purfuant  to 
thefe  reiblutions., 


rctition. 


rtjddinrton  /AN  the  1 2th  of  the  fame  month  a  petition  of 
\_J  George  Herriot,  provoft  of  the  royal  burgh  of 
Haddington  in  Scotland,  Robert  Foreft,  brewer  there, 
John  Hay,  fadler  there,  George  Hunter,  wheelwright 
there,  aid  George  Walker,  fkinner  there,  was  prefent- 
cd  to  the  houfe,  a  Hedging,  '  That  upon  application 
*\ made  the  24th    of  Otlober   then  lad,   by  James 

1  Ereskine5 
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<-  Ereskine,  JohnCluddel,  Andrew  Wilfonx and  others 

1  affuming  to  themfelves  the  name  of  magiftratcs  in 

1  the  faid   burgh,   and    complaining  that  the   peti- 

1  doners  had  difturbed  them  in  the  pretended  exer- 

4  cife  of  their  offices,  the    hon.  Andrew  Fletcher  of 

1  Miltoun,   one  of  the  court  of  Judiciary,   and  alfo 

1  of  the  court  of  Seffion  in  Scotland,    though  there 

1  was  evidently   no  foundation    tor  fuch   complaint, 

1  without  any  jurifdiction  to  judge  of  the  merits  of 

4  the  election  of  magistrates  of  the  faid  burgh,  with- 

4  out  any  evidence  laid  before  him,  without  any  notice 

4  given  to  the  petitioners,  or  any  of  the  other  perfons 

8  concerned,  and  fo  without  hearing  them  or  calling 

1  them  before  him,  gave   forth  a  fummary  warrant, 

«  directed  to  all  officers  whom  it  concerned,  civil  or 

«  military,  to  fearch   for,  feize  and  apprehend   the 

4  perfons  of  the  petitioners  and  many  others,    to  the 

4  number  of  forty  burgefTes  and  inhabitants,  where - 

4  of  feventeen  were  a£Hng  magiftrates  or  councilors 

4  of  the  faid  burgh,  where  ever  they  fliould  be  found 

4  in  Scotland*  and  to  imprifon  them  within  the  neareft 

*  fure  prifon  ;  that  this   warrant  was  lodged  in  the 

*  hands  of  Humphry  Colquhcun,  one  of  the  macers 
'  or   meflengers  of  the    court  of  jufticiary  without 

*  the  privity  of  any  other  of  the  judges  of  that 
4  court  -,  and,  as  the  petitioners  have  reafpn  to  be- 
4  lieve,  the  faid  Andrew  Fletcher  ordered  the  faid 
4  macer  to  take  directions  from  Patrick  Lindfay, 
4  Provoft  of  Edinburgh,   as  to    the  manner  of  exe- 

*  cuting  that  warrant ;  and  fuch  directions  were  ac- 
4  cordingly  given,  as  the  petitioners  have  reafon  to 

*  believe,  in  writing  •,  that  this  warrant  was  accom- 
4  pained  by  an  order  from  Brigadier- General  Moyle, 
4  then  acting  as  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  in 
4  Scotland,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  dra- 
4  goons  then  quartered  in  Haddington,  to  affift  with 

*  his  dragoons  in  the  execution  of  the  warrant  •,  that 
4  upon  the  25th  day  of  the  faid  month  of  Ottober, 
4  the  petitioners  were  feized  by  the  faid    Humphry 

f  Colquhoun, 
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*  CoJquhoun,  and  tho*  the  next  lure  prifon  was  that 
4  of  Haddington  itfelf,  or  that  of  North  Berwick,  and 
4  tho'  the  petitioners  defired  either  to  be  committed 

*  there,  or  to  be  carried  to  Edinburgh,  the  feat  of 
4  the  courts  of  juftice,  where  they  might  apply  for 
4  redrefs  •,  yet  he  told  them  that  his  orders  were  to 
4  carry  them  to  the  prifon  of  Dunbar,  and  no  other, 

*  a  place  twenty  miles  diftant  from  Edinburgh,  and 

*  eight  miles  from  Haddington,  and  three  miles  far- 
4  ther  from   Edinburgh  than  North  Berwick ;    and 

*  though  the  pretended   crime  was    bailable,    and 

*  Alexander  Hepburn,  the  fheriff  fubftitute,  to  whom 
4  the  petitioners  applied,  was  by  Jaw  impowered, 
6  and  willing  to  admit  them  to  bail,  the  faid  Hum- 
4  phry  Colquhoun  told,  that  he  could  not  difmifs  them 

*  upon  bail,  his  exprefs  orders  being  to  take  no  bail, 

*  but  to  commit  his  prifoners  to  the  prifon  of  Dun- 
'■  bar ;    where   they    were  accordingly   imprifoned 

*  from  the  faid  25th  day  of  Oclober  to  the  27th  day 
4  of  the  faid  month,  till  by  a  warrant  from  the  hon. 

*  David  Erejkine  of  Dun,  another  of  the  judges  of 

*  the  faid  courts  of  judiciary  and  feffion,  the  peti- 
4  tioners  were  let  at  liberty,  and  execution  of  the 
4  warrant  was  flayed  againft  the  reft,  upon  bail  given 
c  by  the  petitioners  and  them  ;  and  that  fince  that 
4  time,  no  criminal  profecution  has  been  moved  for, 
4  upon  any  of  thefe  pretended  crimes  charged  againft 
4  the  petitioners  or  the  reft  -,  that  thefe  proceedings, 
4  as  the  petitioners  apprehend,  and  are  advifed,  were 
4  utterly  illegal  and  oppreftive  on  the  part  of  the 
4  faid  Andreiv  Fletcher  of  Miltoun,  tending  to  deftroy 
4  the  perfonal  liberties  of  every  fubject,  the  freedom 
4  of  the  royal  burghs,  and,  of  confequence,  the  free- 
4  dom  of  elections  of  members  to  ferve  in  Parlia- 
4  ment  for  fuch  burghs ;  and  as  the  petitioners  can 
4  hope  for  no  redrefs  but  from  the  juftice  of  Parlia- 
4  ment,  therefore  praying  the  houfe  to  talce  the  pre- 
4  mifes  into  confideration,  and  to  grant  fuch  redrefs 
4  therein,  as  may  effectually  prevent  fuch  oppreflions 

c  in 
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'  in  time  coming,  and  as  otherwife  to  the  houfe  fhall 
*  feem  meet. 

After  this  petition  was  read,    a  motion  was  made  One**"- 
for  referring  it  to  a  Committee  oi    the  whole  houfe, 
upon  which  there  was  a  long  debate  •,   but  the  queftion 
being  at  lad  put,  it  was,  upon  a  divifion,  carried  in 
the  negative,  by  197  to  155. 

This  gave  occafion  to  the  following  motion*  which 
was  made  the  Friday  following,  viz. 

That  part  of   an  act  of  the  Parliament  of  Scot-  M<**>nfcc 
land  in  1 701,  intitled,  An  all  for  preventing  wrong-  l^£*H* 
ous  imprisonment,  and  againjl  undue  delays  in  trials \  bill. 
might  be  read  ;    which  being  accordingly  read,    it 
was  moved,  c  That  leave  might  be  given  to  bring  in 
1  a  bill  for  explaining  and  amending  the  (aid  act ; 
1  and  the  fame  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  Dundafs,    the 
'  Lord  Polwarth,    and  Mr.  Sandys,    were  ordered 
4  to  bring  it  in.' 

ON  Monday  the  1  7th  of  March,  the  fa  id  houfe  Sererai&a^ 
refolved  itfelf  again  into  a  Committee  of  the  Enmted- 
whole  houfe*  to  confider  farther  of  the  fupply  grant- 
ed to  his  Majefty,  when  they  refolved  to  grant  his 
Majefty  the  following  funis,  viz. 

The  fum  of  10,393  /.  5.?.  11  d.  to  complete  the 
fum  of  81,568/.  5*.  i\d.  for  fervices  incurred  by 
augmenting  his  Majefty's  forces,  and  in  concerting 
fuch  other  meafures  as  the  exigency  of  his  Majefty's 
affairs  had  required.  The  fum  of  49,834/.  13  s. 
s\.d.  upon  account,  for  reduced  officers  of  his  Majef- 
ty's land  forces  and  marines,  for  the  year  1735.  The 
fum  of  3,780/.  for  paying  offpenfions  to  the  widows 
of  fuch  reduced  officers  of  his  Majefty's  land  forces 
and  marines,  as  died  upon  the  eftablifhment  of 
half- pay  in  Great -Britain  (and  who  were  married 
to  them  before  the  25th  of  December^    1716)  for  the 

year 
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year  1735.  The  fum  of  79,760/.  3  s.  gd.  for  the 
charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land-fervice,  for 
the  year  1735.  The  fum  of  24,693/.  is.  6d.  for 
defraying  the  extraordinary  expence  of  the  office  of 
ordnance  for  land-fervice,  not  provided  for  by  Par- 
liament. The  fum  of  36,405/.  15J.  4 d.  farthing, 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year  1734.  The  fum  of  37,557/. 
1 3  j.  4-d.  for  making  good  the  deficiency  of  the  ge- 
neral fund.  The  fum  of  198,914/.  gs.  yd.  for 
the  ordinary  of  the  navy  (including  half-pay  for  fea- 
officers)  for  the  year  1735.  The  fum  of  10,000/. 
towards  the  fupport  of  the  royal  hofpital  at  Green- 
wich. The  fum  of  10,000/.  towards  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  Briti/h  forts  and  fettlements  belonging 
to  the  royal  African  company  of  England,  on  the 
coafts  of  Africa.  The  fum  of  26,000/.  towards 
fettling  and  fecuring  the  colony  of  Georgia  in  Ame- 
rica. The  fum  of  4000  /.  towards  the  repair  of  the 
collegiate  church  of  St.  Peter,  Weftminfier :  And 
the  fum  of  3,500  /.  for  the  repair  of  the  tower  and 
roof  of  the  parifh  church  of  57.  Margaret,  Weft- 
minfier. 
Total fupply  By  adding  thefe  fums  to  the  fums  before  granted, 
viz.  For  feamen  1,560,060/.  For  land-forces, 
794,529/.  4 j.  yd.  half-penny.  For  garrifons, 
215,710/.  6s.  $d.  halfpenny.  For  extraordinary 
expences  incurred,  10,273/.  is.  yd.  farthing.  For 
out-penfioners  of  Cbelfea  college,  1 8,850  /.  9 s.  2d. 
And  for  Denmark  treaty,  56,250/.  It  appears, 
that  the  fupply  granted  for  this  year,  amounts  to 
3,150,452/.  4 j.  yd.  half-penny. 

Limitation  /^N  the  19th  it  was  ordered,  that  leave  mould 
V^/  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  fecu- 
ring the  freedom  of  Parliaments,  by  limiting  the 
number  of  officers  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  *,  and 
Mr.  Sandys,  Mr.  Worthy,  Mr,  Hozv,  Sir  John  Hind 

Cotton, 
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Cotton,  Mr.  WatkinWilliam Wynm \  and  S\vWil!iam 

L.oivtber,  were  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
fame-,  which  was  accordingly  prefented  tothe  houfe 
on  the  2  ilt,  by  Mr.  Sam 

The  fame  diy,  the  houfe   having  refolved    irfelf  Land  tax. 

into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houle,  on  ways  and 
means,  refolved,  that  towards  raifing  the  fupply  grant- 
ed to  his  Majefty,  the  fum  of  two  (hillings  in  the 
pound  and  no  more,  fhould  be  raifed  in  the  year 
1735,  upon  lands,  fcfr.  and  that  a  proportionable 
eels  (according  to  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
union)  fhould  be  laid  upon  that  part  of  Great-Britain 
called  Scotland  :  And  a  bill,  purfuant  to  this  refolu- 
tion,  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in. 

ON  Tburfday  the  13th  of  March  the  mutiny  bill  Motion  n- 
was,  according  to  order,  read  a   fecond  time  J^nShe 
in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  and  ordered  to  be  committed:  army,  with 
But  as  foon  as  the  motion  for  committing  was  agreed  ^ e^te 
to,  a  motion  was  made,  4  That  an  inftruclion  lhould 
4  be  given  to  the  Committee  on  that  bill,  to  receive 
1  a  claufe  for  providing,  That  the  number  of  land- 
4  forces  to  be  mentioned  in  the  preamble,  and  fub- 
4  jected  to  the  penalties  of  that  bill,  fhould  not  ex- 
4  ceed  17,704  men.' 

Upon  this  motion,  there  was  a  long  debate,  in 
which  the  arguments  made  ufe  of  for  the  motion 
were  to  this  effect,   viz. 

4  My  Lords,  altho'  [  have  agreed  to  the  commit-  Argument 
4  ting  of  this  bill  without  any  objection,  yet  I  can-  for  iu 
*  not  but  take  notice  of  the  number  of  forces  men- 
4  tioned  in  the  preamble.  The  number  of  forces 
'  kept  up  lail  year,  was  much  greater  than  I  thought 
'  necefiary  for  the  defence  of  our  country,  and  much 
'  greater  than  I  thought  confident  with  the  lafety  of 
4  our  conftitution  •,  but  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  I 

4  find 
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4  find,   even  that  number  is  now  to  be  greatly  in- 

*  creafed  ;  and  why  a  greater  number  is  now  necef- 
'fary  or  fafe,  I  cannot  comprehend.  I  have  always 
thought  myfelf  obliged,  as  a  member  of  this  houfe., 

*  to  take  notice  of  every  thing  that  might  occafion 
4  any  additional  burden  to  be  laid  upon  the  fubjecl, 
«  or  that  might,  in  my  opinion,  be  of  dangerous 
4  confequence  to  the  happy  conflitution  of  this  king- 
4  dom  ;  and  I  have  always  thought  it  my  duty,  not 
4  to  give  my  confent  to  either,  till  I  heard  fome 
'  very  fuflicient  realbns  for  convincing  me,  that  it 
4  was  neceflary.  This,  my  Lords,  is  what  makes 
4  me  now  ftand  up  •,  for  I  have  always  been  of  opi- 
'  nion,    and  I  think  it  has  generally  been  admitted, 

*  that  the  keeping  up  a  great  number  of  legular 
4  troops  within  this  ifland,  in  time  of  peace,  is  of 
4  the  mod  dangerous  confequence  to  our  liberties ; 
'  and  the  increafing  that  number  upon  any  occa- 
4  fion,  mud  oblige  us  to  lay  new  burdens  upon  the 
4  people. 

4  As  the  circumftances  of  Europe  are  now  much 

4  the  fame  they  were  laft  year,    if  no  greater  num- 

4  ber  had  been  propofed  for  the  enfuing  year,  I  have 

4  fo  great  a  refpect  for  the  opinion  this  houfe  was  of 

4  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,    that  though  1  am 

4  flill  of  a  different  opinion,  I  mould  not  have  given 

4  your  Lordfhips  any  trouble  upon  the  prefent  occa- 

4  fion  •,  but  fince  a  great  addition  is  now  to  be  made, 

4  to  that  which  laft  year  I  thought  too  great  a  num- 

4  ber,    I  expected   that  fome  of  the  noble  Lords, 

4  who  are  in  the  fecret  of  our  affairs,    would  have 

4  flood  up,    and  fhewn  us  the  neceflity  of  this  aug- 

4  mentation  :  This  I  not  only  had  reafon  to  expect, 

4  but  I  am,  in  honour,  obliged  to  infift  upon  it,  be- 

4  fore  I  give  my  confent  for  keeping  up  the  number 

4  now  propofed  ;  and  every  Lord  of  this  houfe,  who 

4  is  in  the  lame  circumftances  with  me,    has  reafon 

4  to  expect  the  fame,    and  lies  under  the  fame  obli- 

4  gation  to  infift  upon  it.   There  may  be,  for  what  I 

4  know 
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4  know,  a  very  urgent  neceflity  for  this  augmen- 
4  tation,  but  I  defire  to  have  that  neceflity  explained 
4  to  us ;  for  if  this  houfe  fhould  ever  come  into  the 
4  method  of  increafing  our  fleets  and  our  armies, 

*  and  loading  our  people  with  debts  and  taxes,  lor 
4  no  other  reafon,  but  becaufe  the  miniflers  tell  us  it 

*  is  neceflary,  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  will 
4  foon  come  to  be  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  Parlia- 
4  ment  or  dates  of  the  province  of  Brit any \  or  of  any 
4  of  the  other  provinces  of  France ;  we  may  perhaps 
4  continue  to  meet  in  this  houfe,  but  we  mail  meet 
4  here  for  no  other  end,  but  to  approve  of  what  our 
4  minifters  may  be  pleafed  to  inform  us  of,  and  to 
4  give  a  parliamentary  fandtion  to  whatever  they 
4  may  be  pleafed  to  propofe. 

4  The  chief  reafon,  therefore,  my  Lords,  for  my 
4  (landing  up,  is  to  demand  that  fome  noble  Lord, 
4  who  is  better  acquainted  than  I  am  with  the  prefent 
4  circumftances  of  the  nation,  efpecially  with  refpect 
4  to  our  foreign  affairs,  would  (land  up  in  his  place, 
4  and  explain  to  us  the  neceflity  for  our  making  the 
4  augmentation  propofed  ;  for  unlefs  that  neceflity 
4  be  fully  explained  to  us,  I  hope  your  Lordfhips 
4  will  agree  to  the  motion  I  now  make,  which  is, 
4  That  there  may  be  an  inflruction  to  the  committee 
4  upon  this  bill,  to  receive  a  claufe,  &c.  (as  above- 
mentioned.) 

The  anfwer  to  this  was  in  fubflance  as  follows, 

VIZ. 

4  I  fhall  readily  admit,  my  Lords,  that  the  keep-  Anfwer, 
4  ing  up  of  a  numerous  Handing  army  within  this 
4  ifland,  in  time  of  peace,  is  of  the  moft  dangerous 
4  confequence,  and  abiolutely  inconfiflent  with  our 
4  conftituuion  •,  I  fhall  likewife  admit,  that  no  ang- 
4  mentation  can  be  made  to  our  army,  without  lay- 
4  ing  fome  additional  burden  upon  the  people  ;  and 
4  therefore  I  muft  admit,    that  we  ought  never  to  a- 
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4  gree  to  either,  without  fonie  very  apparent  necef- 

*  fity  for  fo  doing ;  but  the  affairs  of  Europe  are,  at 

*  prefent,  in  fuch  a  dangerous  ftate,  and  that  ftate  is 
4  fo  well  and  fo  publickly  known,  that  the  necefTity 

*  for  our  making  an  augmentation  of  our  army,  is, 

*  in  my  opinion,  of  itfelf  apparent,  and  therefore  I 
4  thought  it  was  quite  unneceffary  for  any  Lord  in 
4  this  houfe  to  explain  that  neceflity.  The  prefent 
4  cannot  be  properly  faid  to  be  a  time  of  peace:  We 

*  are,  at  prefent,  in  a  ftate  of  doubt  and  fufpence, 
4  which  can  neither  be  called  a  ftate  of  peace  or  of 
4  war  ;  for  though  we  are  not  actually  engaged  in 
4  the  war  now  carrying  on  in  Europe,  no  man  can 
4  fore  fee  how  foon  we  may  be  obliged  to  engage  ; 
4  and  therefore  it  is  highly  necefTary  for  us,  to  begin 
4  early  to  provide  for  the  worft,  in  order  that  we 
4  may  be  able  to  engage  with  fuch  vigour,  as  may 
4  contribute  both  to  the  fafety  and  honour  of  the 
4  nation,  in  cafe  any  future  event  mould  render  it 
4  abfolutely  necefTary  for  us  to  take  a  fhare  in  the 
4  war. 

4  The  number  of  troops,  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
4  amble  of  this  bill,  is,  'tis  true,  greater  than  that 
4  which  was  mentioned  in  the  fame  bill  laft  feffion 
4  of  Parliament ;  yet,  my  Lords,  the  augmentation 
4  is  not  fo  great  as  it  may  at  firfl  appear  to  be:  The 
4  number  of  troops  propofed  for  this  enfuing  year, 
4  does  not  very  much  exceed  that  number  which  was 
4  thought  necefTary  laft  year ;  for  your  Lordfhips 
4  muft  remember,  that  towards  the  clofe  of  laft  fef- 
4  fion,  there  was  a  power  granted  to  his  Majefty  to 
4  augment  his  forces  both  by  fea  and  land,  if  the 
4  exigency  of  affairs  mould  fo  require  •,  and,  in  pur- 
4  fuance  of  this  power,  there  was  laft  year  an  aug- 
4  mentation  made  to  our  land-forces,  which  aug- 
4  mentation  his  Majefty  thought  abfolutely  necefTary, 
4  for  enforcing  thofe  meafures  he  was  then  taking, 
4  in  concert  with  his  allies,  to  reftore  the  tranquillity 
4  of  Europe.  His  Majefty's  mediation,  in  conjunc- 
2  4  tion 
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4  tion  with  his  allies,  the  Dutch,  had  been  accepted 

1  by  all  the  parties  engaged  in  war  ;    and,   in  iuch 

8  circum (lances,  it  was  certainly  very  necelTary  for 

4  his  Majefty  to  put  himfelf  into  fuch  a  condition, 

c  as  might  add  weight  to  what  he  was  to  propofe,  as 

4  mediator  of  the  differences  fubfifting  in  Europe. 

*■  A  plan  of  peace  has  accordingly  been  offered,    to 

'  the  parties  engaged  in  war ;    if  the  terms  of  that 

c  plan  be  accepted,  peace  will  be  reftored  to  Europe, 

'  the  balance  of  power  preferved,    and  this  nation 

'  freed  from  the  danger  it  is  at  prefent  expofed  to, 

«  of  being  obliged  to  engage  in  a  bloody  and  expen- 

4  five  war  :  It  is  therefore  very  much  the  intereft  of 

4  this  nation  in   particular,   as  well  as  of  Europe  in 

c  general,  to  have  that  plan  made  effectual ;  and  it 

*  muft  be  granted,  that  the  mod  certain  method  for 
4  making  it  effectual,  is  for  his  Majefty  to  fhew  to 
c  all  the  parties  concerned,  that  he  is  preparing  to 
c  join  againft  thofe,  who  fhall  refufe  to  accept  of 
c  thofe  reafonable  terms  of  peace,  which  he  has  been 
4  pleafed  to  propofe.  This  was  the  reafon  for  making 
4  an  augmentation  lad  year ;  this  is  the  reafon  for 
4  making  a  Hill  farther  augmentation   for  the  year 

*  to  come  -,  and  this,  my  Lords,  is  fo  apparent, 
4  that  I  did  not  expect  it  would  have  wanted  any 
4  explanation. 

1  But,    my  Lords,    if  his  Majefty's  endeavours 

1  fhould  fail  of  the  defired  fuccefs,  the  augmentation 

4  we  have  made  will  then   be  of  great  ufe ;    for  if 

*  that  reafonable  plan  his  Majefty  has  offered,  mould 
1  be  rejected,  it  will  be  a  proof,  that  fome  of  the 
■  parties  engaged  in  war  have  defigns,  which  are  in- 
4  confident  with  the  liberties  of  Europe  \  this  muft, 
4  of  courfe,  necefFarily  oblige  us  to  join  the  other 
4  fide ;  and,  by  the  preparations  we  have  made,  we 
4  mail  be  able  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  defigns  of  the 
4  ambitious,  before  they  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
4  pufn  them  too  far  ;  in  which  we  fhall  certainly 
4  have  the  affiftance  of  our  friends  the  Dutch,  who, 
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*  as  they  are  joined  with  his  Majefty  in  the  media- 
c  tion,  will,  without  doubt,  join  with  him  in  fuch 
c  other  meafures  as  may  be  neceflary  for  prefer ving 

*  the  balance  of  power  ;    and  this  they  will  do  the 

*  more  cordially  and  the  more  freely,  when  they  fee 
c  that  his  Majefty  is  prepared,    for  the  immediate 

*  execution  of  any  meafure  that  may  be  propofed. 

*  In  this  refpect,  they  were  in  a  fituation  very  dif- 
4  ferent  from  that  in  which  we  were  at  the  beginning 
8  of  the  war,    becaufe  they  had  made  no  reduction 

*  of  their  land  forces  ever  fince  the  treaty  of  Vienna, 
c  between  the  Emperor  and  Spain,  and  therefore  it 

*  was  not  neceflary  for  them  to  make  any  augmen- 
4  tation  ;  all  they  had  to  do,  was,  to  delay  making 
c  that  reduction  which  they  had  actually  refolved  on, 

*  before  the  prefent  war  broke  out  ;  whereas  we  had 

*  long  before  reduced  the  augmentation  we  made  of 
'  our  land  forces,    on  occafion  of  that  treaty  5    and 

*  were,    for  that  reafon,    obliged  to  increafe  them 

*  laft  year,  in  order  to  put  ourfelves  upon  an  equal 

*  footing  with  the  Dutch,  and  to  convince  them, 
'  that  we  were  refolved  to  be  ready  to  join  with 
c  them  in  any  meafure  that  mould  appear  neceflary, 

*  for  preventing  the  ambitious  views  of  either  of  the 

*  parties  now  engaged  in  war; 

4  Upon  this  occafion,  my  Lords,  we  ought  to 
c  confider,  that  immediately  after  the  treaty  of 
c  Utrecht,  the  Butch  reduced  their  land  army  to 
c  32,000  men,  which  they  fuppofed  to  be  a  number 

*  fufficient  for  the  defence  of  their  country   in  time 

*  ot  peace,    and   accordingly  it  appeared  to  be  fo  •, 

*  for  they  never  made  any  addition,   till  they  heard 

*  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  the  Emperor  and 

*  Spain  at  Vienna,  and  the  counter-alliance  concluded 

*  between  England  and  France  at  Hanover  ;    upon 

*  which  occafion,  as  the  affairs  of  Europe  feemed  to 

*  tend  towards  an  open  rupture,  they  augmented 
1  their  army  with  20,000  men  •,    and,    at  the  fame 

*  time,    and  for  the  fame  reafon,    we  increafed  our 

«  land 
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c  hind  forces  to  the  number  now  propofed  by  this 

'  bill ;  but  upon  the  concluGon  of  the  treaty  of  Se- 

1  w/fe,  we  reduced  our  forces  again  to  their  old  dan- 

c  dard,  whereas  the  Dutch  never  reduced  a  man  of 

'  the  20,000  additional  troops  they  had  railed,  tho' 

1  it  is  cerr  in    hey  were  refolved  to  reduce  every  man 

1  oi  them,  as  foon  as  they  faw  that  the  affairs  of  Eu- 

6  rope  would  admit  of  fuch  a  reduction,  and  had  ac- 

5  tually  come  to  a  formal  refolution  to  reduce  10,000 

;  of  them,  juft  before  the  late   King  of  Poland's 

1  death  •,  but,  upon  that  Prince's  death,  they  very 

1  wifely  fufpended  that  refolution  •,  fo  that  they  cer- 

•  tainly  have  now  20,000  land  forces  on  foot,  more 

!  than  they  would  at  this  time  have  had,  if  no  war 

;  had  broke  out  •,  therefore  if  may  be  properly  laid, 

;  they  have  made  an  augm  station  of  20,000  men 

;  on  account  of  the  prefent  war  •,    and  to  do  them 

judice,  as  our  allies,  and  as  being  united  in  the 

fame  intereft  with  us,   we  can  do  no  lefs  than  in- 

creafe  our  army  to  the  number  now  propofed,  as 

being  the  leaft  number  we  can  have,  in  proportion 

to  the  army  our  allies,  the  Dutch,  have  at  prefent 

on  foot. 

c  The  number  of  regular  forces,  kept  up  within 
this  illand  in  former  times,  is,  I  find,  my  Lords, 
an  argument  conftantly  made  ufe  of  when  this  bill 
comes  before  us ;  but  it  is  always,  in  my  opinion, 
an  argument  rather  for,  than  againft  the  number 
of  forces  propofed  by  the  bill ;  for,  conlidering  the 
difference  between  regular  forces  and  militia,  which 
the  late  troubles  in  Poland  have  made  fufficiently 
manifeft,  it  mud  be  granted,  that  the  number  of 
regular  forces  kept  up  in  this  nation,  or  in  any  na- 
tion, ought  always  to  bear  tome  fort  of  proportion 
to  the  number  of  regular  forces  kept  up  by  neigh- 
bouring dates,  efpecially  by  thofe  from  whom  the 
greated  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  ;  and  as  all 
the  nations  of  Europe  have,  of  late  years,  very 
much  increafed  their  number  of  regular  forces  for- 
G  3  *  merly 
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c  merly  kept  up,  we  muft  necefTarily  do  the  fame  % 
'  but,  in  particular,  we  ought  to  confider  our  neigh- 
4  bouring  kingdom  of  France,  the  nation  from  which 
6  we  have  the  moft  to  fear ;  and  if  we  compare  the 
c  number  of  regular  forces  now  kept  up  by  them, 
4  even  in  time  of  peace,  with  the  number  they  for- 
4  merly  kept  up,  I  believe  we'll  find,  that  the  in- 
c  creafe  we  have  made  in  our  number  of  regular  forces 
'  bears  no  proportion  with  the  increafe  they  have 
4  lately  made  ;  fo  that  this  argument,  which  is  ge- 
c  nerally   made  ufe  of  againft  the  bill,    is  really, 

*  when  rightly  confidered,  one  of  the  ilrongeft  ar- 
c  guments  that  can  be  made  ufe  of,   in  favour  of  the 

*  greateft  number  of  forces  that  was  ever  propofed 
s  to  be  kept  up  within  this  ifland  in  time  of  peace  ; 

*  and,    confidering  the  doubtful  ftate  we  are  in  at 

*  prefent,  confidering  the  prefent  dangerous  fituation 

*  of  the  affairs  of  Europe,  I  am  furprifed  to  fee  any 
c  oppofition  made  to  the  fmall  augmentation  now 

*  propofed.' 

The  reply  was  in  fubftance  thus,  viz. 

Reply.  «  My  Lords,    as  every  day  feems  to  fumifh  us 

*  with  new  maxims  in  politics,  which  to  me  appear 

*  very  extraordinary,    fo  this  day  has  furnifhed  us 

*  with  a  maxim,  that  is  not  only  extraordinary,  but 
<■-  inconfiftent  with  our  conftitution  :    We  have  been 

*  told,   that  the  number  or  regular  forces  kept  up  in 

*  this  nation,    is  always  to  bear  fome  proportion  to 

*  the  number  of  regular  forces  kept  up  by  our  neigh- 

*  bours,  efpecially  by  our  neighbours  of  France,  from 
4  whom  we  are  faid  to  have  moft  to  fear.  My  Lords, 

*  if  we  were  fo  unlucky  as  to  be  fituated  on  the  con- 

*  tinent,  or  to  have  any  neighbours  that  could  come 

*  at  us  by  land,    there  might  be  fome  truth  in  the 

*  maxim  now  difcovered  to  us;  but,  as  we  have  the 

*  happinefs  to  be  furrounded  by  the  fea ;  as  we  have 

*  the  happinefs  to  have  a  fleet,  fuperior  to  any  that 

4  can 
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4  can  probably  be  fent  againft  us ;  we  have  no  occa- 

4  fion  to  give  ourfelvcs  any  trouble,   or  to  put  our- 

4  felves  to  any  expence,   on  account  of  the   number 

1  of  regular  forces  kept  up    by  any  of  our  neigh- 

1  bours :  Our  neighbours  may  keep  up  as  many  thou- 

fc  fands,  or  as  many  hundred  thouf  mds  as  they  pleafe, 

c  but  they  cannot  put   hundred  thou  lands  on  board 

c  tranfports,  and  without   putting   them  on    board 

*  tranfports,    they  can  do   no  harm  to  this   nation : 

*  Nay,  they  cannot  put  any  great  number  of  thou- 
4  fands  on  board  tran (port  (hips,  without  our  hear- 
4  ing  of  the  embarkation  ;  and  if  we  have  the  leafl 
4  fufpicion  of  their  being  defigned   againft   us,   we 

*  can  fend  our  fleet  and   lock  them  up,  or  perhaps 

*  burn  their  fhips  in  their  harbours ;  therefore  we 
4  can  never  have  bccafion  to  keep  up,  in  this  ifland, 
4  any  greater  number  of  regular  forces  than  are  ne- 
4  cefTary    for  fecuring   our   coafts    againft  fudden 

*  and  unexpected  invafions,  which  can  never  con- 
4  lift  of  above  four  or  five  thoufand  men  ;  and  to 
4  guard  us  againft  fuch,  I  am  fure  a  much  fmal- 
4  ler  number  of  regular  forces  would  be  fufficient, 
4  than  has  been  kept  up  for  many  years  paft  in  this 
4  ifland. 

4  We  have  likewife  been  told,  my  Lords,  of  the 
4  great  difference  between  regular  forces  and  militia, 
4  which,  'tis  faid,  has  been  manifefted  by  the  late 
4  troubles  in  Poland :  But,  in  this  cafe,  we  ought 
4  to  diftinguifh  between  veteran  troops,  and  thofe 
4  that  can  only  be  called  regular  troops :  We  ought 
4  alfo  to  diftinguifh  between  a  regular  well-diici- 
4  plined  militia,  and  a  meer  rabble  or  mob.  By 
4  veteran  troops,  I  mean  thofe  who  have  been  inu- 
4  red  to  action,  and  are  acquainted  with  danger  ; 
4  and  fuch,  I  believe,  will  always  be  found  better 
4  than  the  beft  difciplined  militia,  or  even  the  beft 
4  regular  troops  that  never  looked  an  enemy  in  the 
4  face,  unlefs  it  was  the  fmugglers  and  the  thieves 
£  of  their  own  country  :  But  that  there  is  any  very 
G  4  4  great 
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great  difference  between  thefe  laft  mentioned 
troops,  and  a  regular  well-difciplined  militia,  is 
what  I  cannot  admit  of;  nor  have  the  late  trou- 
bles in  Poland  afforded  me  any  reafon  to  do  fo  ; 
for  every  one  knows,  that  their  militia  were  nei- 
ther regular  nor  difciplined  ;  nay,  I  doubt  much 
if  they  were  fufflciently  provided  with  ammuni- 
tion or  arms :  But  the  fituation  of  this  country  is 
very  far  different  from  that  of  Poland ;  for  tho* 
our  militia  have  been  very  much  neglected  of  late 
years,  yet  before  we  could  be  invaded  by  any 
powerful  armado,  we  would  have  time  to  difci- 
pline  our  militia,  and  to  form  them  into  regular 
regiments :  It  is  very  well  known,  that  the  Spani/h 
armado  was  above  two  years  in  preparing,  and 
I  believe  there  is  not  a  nation  in  Europe^  befides 
ourfelves,  that  could  fit  out  fuch  another  in  a 
fhorter  time.  In  two  years,  in  the  half,  in  the 
fourth  part  of  that  time,  there  is  not  a  plowman 
in  Britain^  but  might  be  made  as  good  a  foldier  as 
ever  danced  through  his  exercifes  at  a  review  ;  and 
if  he  mould  dance  through  his  exercifes  for  twen- 
ty years  longer,  without  feeing  action,  he  cannot 
be  called  a  veteran,  nor  can  it  be  fuppofed  he  will 
behave  as  fuch  in  the  firft  action  he  happens  to 
be  in. 

c  Thefe  confederations,  my  Lords,  have  always 
convinced  me,  that  7  or  8000  men  are  fufficient 
to  guard  this  ifland  againft  any  foreign  invafions  ; 
and  I  am  fure  they  will  always  be  fufficient  for  the 
fupport  of  our  government,  as  long  as  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people  are  carefully  preferved  ;  a  grea- 
ter number,  can  never,  in  my  opinion,  be  necef- 
fary,  unlefs  it  be  to  fupport  a  wicked  and  oppref- 
five  adminiftration,  againft  the  general  refentment 
of  the  people  ;  and  this  houfe  will  never,  I  hope, 
give  countenance  to  any  fuch  defign.  From  hence, 
my  Lords,  I  mufl  conclude,  that  we  are  for  this 
next  year  to  keep  up  17  or  18,000  men,  purely, 

6  on 


A.  1735.  DEBATES. 

4  on  account  of  the  prefent  war  •,  and  why  we  fhould 
c  as  yet  give  ourfelvcs  io  much  concern,  or  put  our 

*  ielves  to  fuch  an  expence  about  it,  is  what  I  can* 
c  not  comprehend.  We  are,  it  is  laid,  in  a  Hate 
'  of  doubt  and  fufpence,  but  were  not  we  in  the 
c  fame  ftate  at  the  beginning  of  laft  feflion  of  Par- 
'  liament  ?  Were  not  the  conlequences  of  the  war 
'  as  much  to  be  dreaded  at  the  beginning  of  that 
c  feflion  as  at  the  end,  or  as  they  can  be  at  prc- 
8  fent  ?  Nay,  in  my  opinion,  they  were  more  to 
c  be  dreaded  at  the  beginning  of  that  feflion  than  at 
'  any  time  fince  \  for  ever  fince  that  time  the  par- 
'  ties  engaged  have  appeared  to  be  pretty  equally 
c  matched,  and  while  they  continue  io,  I  am  fure, 
c  the  balance  of  power  can  never  be  fuppofed  to  be 
c  in  danger  •,  io  that  if  his  Majefty  augmented  his 
6  land  forces,  in  purfuance  of  the  power  granted 
c  at  the  end  of  laft  feiTion  of  Parliament,  it  is  lb  far 

*  from  being  a  reafon  for  agreeing  to  the  augmen- 

*  tation  now  propofed,  that  unlefs  I  hear  fome  bet- 
«  ter  reafon  than  I  have  yet  heard  for  it,  I  muft  con- 
'  elude,  it  was  an  unneceflary  augmentation,  it  was 
c  putting  the  nation   to  a  needlefs  expence  •,    and 

*  therefore  we  ought  to  be  io  far  from  approving 
«  it,  by  making  a  new  augmentation,  that  we  ought 
«  to  addrefs  his  Majefty,  to  know  who  it  was  adviied 
«  him  to  make  the  laft. 

c  WTith  refpeel  to  the  plan  of  peace  faid  to  have 

*  been  offered  to  the  parties  now  engaged  in  war,  I 

*  am,  my  Lords,  intirely  in  the  dark,  nor  can  any 

*  Lord,  as  a  member  of  this  houfe,  draw  any  ar- 

*  gument  from  it,  becaufe  nothing  relating  to  it, 

*  nothing  relating  to  any  of  our  foreign  affairs,  has 
1  been  laid  before  this  houfe.  Whatever  that  plan 
c  may  be,  I  wifh  it  may  meet  with  the  defired  fiic- 
4  cefs  •,  but  I  am  forry  to  fay,  I  have  too  good 
c  reafon  to  doubt  of  its  meeting  with  any  fuccefs ; 

*  for,  from  the  view  I  have  of  foreign  affairs,  even 

*  from  that  view  which  I  take  from  public  news- 

*  papers, 


^o  Parliamentary     A.  1735. 

*  papers,  I  am  of  opinion,  the  war  now  kindled  in 
4  Europe  cannot  be  fo  eafily  made  an  end  of  as  fome 
4  people  imagine :  Before  that  flame  can  be  extin- 
4  guifhed,  I  am  afraid  much  blood  will  be  fpik, 

*  great  Princes  muft  fufifer,  even  Queens'  muft  weep  °, 
4  the  conduct  of  minifters  muft  be  enquired  into, 
4  and   fome  muft  meet  with  that  punifhment  they 

*  deferve,  before  that  flame  can  be  extinguished 
4  which  has  been  raifed  by  their  mifmanagement. 

4  But  fuppofmg,  my  Lords,  that  we  had  been 

*  fully  acquainted  with  this  plan,  fuppofmg  that  we 
4  knew  it  to  be  a  reafonable  and  a  good  plan,  do  we 

*  think  that  his  Majefty's  meafures,  or  any  propofi- 
4  tions  he  may  be  pleafed  to  make  to  foreign  pow- 
4  ers,  are  to  be  enforced  by  an  addition  of  feven  or 

*  8000  men  to  his  land  forces  ?  No,  my  Lords, 

*  his  Majefty's  meafures  are,  upon  all  occafions,  to 

*  draw  their  weight  from  the  affections  of  his  peo- 
4  pie,  and  from  the  fincere  advices  of  his  Parliament, 
4  after  we  have  been  fully  informed  of  our  circum- 

*  fiances  with  refpect  to  foreign  affairs  ;  for  in  cafe 
1  it  mould  at  laft  appear  abfolutely  neceifary  for  us  to 
4  enter  into  the  war,  for  the  fake  of  preferving  the 
4  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  all  the  men  in  the 
4  nation,  able  to  bear  arms,  would  be  at  his  Ma- 
4  jefty's  fervice,  and  every  purfe  would  be  open  to 
4  him  ;  but  till  that  conjuncture  happens,  the 
4  ftrength  and  the  money  of  the  nation  ought  to  be 
4  hufbanded  as  much  as  pofiible  *,  the  nation's  money 
4  ought  not  to  be  thrown  away  upon  ufelefs  augmen- 
4  tations,  either  by  fea  or  land,  which  can  no  way 
4  contribute  to  intimidate  our  enemies,  and  may 
4  amufe  our  friends  with  vain  hopes  of  aftiftance, 
4  when  perhaps  there  is  no  fuch  thing  defigned. 

4  The  Dutch,  it  is  true,  my  Lords,  did  reduce 

*  their  land  forces  to  about  32,000  men,  foon  after 
4  the  peace  of  Utrecht  >  but  it  is  well  known  that  the 
c  reduction  they  then  made  was  too  great,  and  was 

6  loudly 
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4  loudly  complained  of,  even  by  fome  of  their  own 

*  provinces :  At  that  time  indeed  there  was  almofl  a 
4  certainty,  that  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  would 
4  continue  for  fome  years  •,  every  nation  in 
4  Europe  was  then  groaning  under  the  burdens 
4  which  the  former  war  had  brought  upon  them, 
4  fo  that  it  was  very  improbable  any  one  of  them 

*  would  foon  think  of  ditturbing  the  peace  of  any 
4  neighbouring  ftate  •,  and  the  Dutch,  who  had  their 
4  fhareof  the  burden  of  the  war,  thought  they  might 
4  take  advantage  of  that  time  of  abfolute  fecurity,  to 
4  eafe  their  people,  and  to  recover  a  little  from 
4  that  burden  of  public  debts  they  were  then  labour- 
4  ing  under  •,  yet  even  at  that  time,  notwithihind- 
4  ing  the  ftate  of  abfolute  fecurity  which  Europe  was 
4  then  in,  the  provinces  of  Guelderland  and  Overyf- 
4  fel,  which  lie  moft  expofed,  remonftrated  ilrongly 
4  againft  the  reduction  then  made,  and  never  ceafed 
4  their  remonftrances  till  the  treaty  of  Hanover 
4  happened,  which  afforded  them  an  opportunity  of 
4  preffing  an  augmentation  with  fuccefs ;  for  as  the 
4  fituation  of  that  country  is  very  different  from  the 
4  fituation  of  this,  it  is  at  all  times  neceffary  for 
4  them  to  keep  up  a  numerous  army.  They  have 
4  the  misfortune  to  be  fituated  upon  the  continent, 
4  and  may  confequently  be  fuddenly  invaded  by 
4  great  armies  -,  they  have  an  extenfive  frontier  to 
4  defend,  upon  which  they  have  above  feventy  for- 
4  tified  towns,  and  in  every  one  of  thefe  they  mult 
4  keep  numerous  garrifons  ;  fo  that  52,000  men  is 
4  really  the  lead  number  they  can  keep  up,  unlefs  it 
4  be  at  fome  very  extraordinary  conjuncture,  fuch  as 
4  that  which  happened  after  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

4  Although,  my  Lords,  there  can  be  no  juft  pa- 
4  rallel  drawn  from  the  number  of  regular  forces 
4  neceffary  to  be  kept  up  in  Holland ',  yet  let  us  con- 
4  fider  what  we  did  at  the  time  the  Butch  made  this 
*  large  reduction :  Did  not  we  at  the  fame  time  re- 

4  duce 
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c  duce  our  army  to  7  or  8000  men  ;  and  if  at  that 
c  time  we  had  followed  the  example  of  the  Dutch, 

*  we  had  reduced  it  to  half  that  number  ;  if  any  pa- 

*  rallel  then  could  be  drawn  between  the  Dutch  and 
c  us,  the  additional  10,000  we  now  keep  up,  and 
'  which  has  been  kept  up  for  many  years,  ought  to 
c  be  itt  againft  the  20,000  additional  forces  raifed 
c  by  the  Dutch  upon  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  of 
c  Hanover  ;  and  every  man  muft  grant,  that  it  is 
4  more  than  our  juft  proportion.     But  befides  this 

*  10,000  which  laftyear  we  agreed  to  keep  up,  for 

*  no  other  reaibn  but  only  on  account  of  the  war 
c  then  broke  out  in  Europe,  have  not  we  made 
'  a  mod  extraordinary  addition  to  our  naval  force  ? 

*  Have  we  not  now  added  no  lefs  than  22,000  men 
4  to  the  number  of  feamen  we  kept  up  the  year  be- 
4  fore  the  war  broke  out ;  fo  that  if  we  had  actual- 

*  ly  reduced  tl\Q  10,000  land  forces  kept  up  Jaft 
'  year  folely  on  account  of  the  war,  neither  the 
*,  Dutch  nor  any  other  of  our  allies  could  have  faid 
'  that  we  were  behind-hand  with  them,  in  providing 

*  for  the  prefervation  of  the  balance  of  power  in 
'  Europe  \  but  as  the  cafe,  now  ftands,  we  have  ta- 
4  ken  fuch  an  alarm,  and  have  put  ourfelves  to  fuch 
'  an  expence,  that  all  the  powers  of  Europe  feem  to 
'  think  we  have  done  enough  for  them,  as  well  as 
c  ourfelves  \  and  therefore  neither  the  Dutch,  nor 
c  any  other  power  of  Europe,  have  given  themfelves 
'  the  lead  concern,  or  put  themfelves  to  the  lead  ex- 

*  pence,  about  the  prefervation  of  that,  in  which  they 
c  are  as  deeply  and  more  immediately  concerned 
6  than  we  are. 

4  If  the  balance  of  power,  my  Lords,  were  really 

*  in  danger  of  being  overturned,  we  ought  to  take 

*  other  fort  of  meafures  than  have  as  yet  been  taken. 

*  Our  treaty  with  Denmark  can  make  no  new  addi- 
'  tion  to  the  fecurity  of  that  balance,  becaufe  the 
'  King  of  Denmark.   Iw  ?«  folemn  a  treaty  as  can 

*  be  made,  w»«  u*rore  obliged  to  an*.  ,he  Emperor 

*  with 
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with  all  his  force;  and  ii  the  Emperor  cor. hi  not 
depend  upon  that  treaty,  we  can  as  little  depend 
upon  the  treaty  we  have  made,  or  any  treaty  we 
can  make  :  But  upon  the  prefent  emergency,  our 
views  fliould  have  been  principally  directed  to 
another  quarter  ;  there  is  another  power  whole 
friendship  and  alliance  will  always  add  great  weight 
to  any  of  our  negotiations  upon  the  continent;  and 
I  am  lorry  to  find  there  is  not  fo  good  an  under- 
Handing  between  that  power  and  us,  as  ought  to  be 
wifhed  upon  all  cccafions,  but  particularly,  upon 
the  prefent  emergency.  As  we  have  been  refufed 
all  infigbt  into  the  affairs  of  Europe,  or  into  any 
of  our  late  negotiations,  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to 
judge,  whether  the  balance  of  power  be  in  danger 
or  not ;  but  by  the  inaction  of  the  Dutch,  and  by 
the  indifference  fhewn  by  feveral  other  powers, 
with  refpect  to  the  prefent  war,  I  mull  conclude, 
that  the  balance  of  power  is  not,  as  yet,  like  to 
be  in  any  danger  ;  if  it  is  not,  and  if  we  have  no 
other  concern  in  the  war,  I  muft  then  certainly 
conclude,  that  the  great  cxpence  we  have  been  at, 
as  well  as  the  additional  cxpence  now  propofed, 
are  quite  ufelefs,  and  can  ferve  no  purpofe  but  that 
of  overloading  the  people  with  taxes,  and  aliena- 
ting the  minds  of  his  Majefty's  fubjects  -,  which, 
inftead  of  adding  weight  to  his  Majefty's  negotia- 
tions, will  fruftrate  all  his  meafures  lor  reftoring 
the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  will  render  the 
councils  of  this  nation  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of 
all  our  neighbours. 

■  To  pretend,  my  Lords,  that  we  muft  always 
augment  our  land  forces  when  France  augments 
theirs,  is  one  of  the  moft  dangerous  doctrines  I 
ever  heard  delivered  in  this  home :  It  may  as  well 
be  faid,  that  becaufe  the  French  have  given  up 
their  liberties,  and  fubmitted  their  necks  to  the 
yoke  of  arbitrary  power,  we  ought  to  do  the  fame. 

'  What 
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4  What  have  we  to  do,  for  God's  fake,  with  the  ar- 
4  mies  of  France  ?  They  may  march  great  armies 
6  into  Holland,  Germany ',  Italy,  or  Spain,  but  can 
'  they  march  an  army  into  Great-Britain,  or  into 
c  any  part  of  our  dominions?  We  know  they  can- 
c  not  -,  and  we  likewife  know  they  cannot  tranfport 

4  any  great  number  of  forces  by  fea,  nor  can  they 
6  tranfport  any   number   but  by  ftealth,  as  long  as 

5  our  fleet  is  fuperior  to  theirs :  And  while  we  are 

*  united  among  ourfelves,  as  long  as  his  Majefty, 
4  or  any  of  his  illuftrious  family,  mail  retain  the 
4  hearts  and  affections  of  the  people,  we  have  no- 
4  thing  to  fear  from  any  number  that  France  could, 
4  by  ftealth,  throw  in  upon  us,  though  we  had  not 
4  a  regiment  of  what  are  called  regular  forces  in  the 

*  kingdom. 

*  Let  us  confider,  my  Lords,  what  it  was  that 
4  chiefly  contributed  to  deftroy  the  liberties  of  France. 
4  It  was,  my  Lords,  their  fears  of  invafions  from 
4  us :  We  had  then  large  poffeffions  in  that  country, 
4  from  whence  it  was  eafy  for  us  to  invade  them  at 
4  any  time ;  and  the  continual  apprehenfions  they 
4  were  under  of  invafions   from  us,  afforded  their 

*  Kings  and  minifters  a  pretence  for  prevailing  with 
4  the  people  to  alter  the  form  of  their  military  force  : 
4  They  altered  the  ancient  eftablifhment  of  their  mi- 

*  litia,  and  put  the  power  over  them  intirely  into  the 
4  hands  of  the  crown :  This  gave  the  flrft  blow  to 
4  the  liberties  of  the  people  -,  for,  foon  after,  their 
4  Kings  began  to  keep  up  regular  armies,  intirely 
4  dependent  upon  the  crown  *,  and  as  France  was  the 
c  firft  country  of  Europe  where  any  inch  army  was 
4  kept  up,  fo  the  French  were  the  firft  people  in 
4  Europe  that  loft  their  liberties :  If  we  mould  fall 
c  into  the  fame  error,  if  we  fhould  now,  for  fear  of 
4  invafions  from  them,  do  what  they  formerly  did 

6  for  fear  of  invafions  from  us,  we  might  expect 
6  our  cafe  would  at  laft  come  to  be  the  fame  j  and  then 
4  indeed  they  would  have  of  us  a  full  revenge  ;  but 

4  we 
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*  we  would  be  much   lefs  excuiable,  becaufe  their 

*  fears  of  invafions  from  us  were  real,  and  were 
'  founded  upon  experience,  whereas  our  fears  from 
'  them  are  fo  very  far  from  being  founded  upon 
'  experience,  that  they  mult  always  be  imaginary 
4  and  ridiculous.' 

At  lad:  the  queftion  was  put  upon  the  motion,  and  Quezon, 
was,  upon  a  divifion,  carried  in  the  negative,  by 
87  to  43. 

The  motion  was  made  by  the  Earl  of  Strafford^  Speakers, 
and  was  fupported  by  the  Lord  Bathurft,  the  Earl 
of  Aylesford,  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield^  the  Lord  Car- 
teret,  and  the  Earl  of  Winchelfea  :  It  was  oppofed  by 
the  Lord  Hervey,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Earl  of 
Finlater,  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  the  Lord 
Hardwick, 


o 


N  the  27th  of  March  a  committee  was  appoint-  Refbiutio-rw 
ed,  to  confider  the  laws  in  being  relating  to  the  x^m 


maintenance  and  fettlement  of  the  poor,  and  to 
confider  what  farther  provifions  might  be  necefTary 
for  their  better  relief  and  employment :  And  the  faid 
committee  having  confidered  and  examined  this  af- 
fair with  great  care  and  attention,  came  to  feveral 
refolutions,  as  follows,  viz. 

Refolved,  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  com- 
mittee, 

4   1.  That  the  laws  in  being  relating  to  the  main- 

*  tenance  of  the  poor  of  this  kingdom  are  defective  ; 
c  and,  notwithstanding  they  impofe  heavy  burdens 
6  on  parifhes,  yet  the  poor,  in  mod  of  them,  are 

*  ill  taken  care  of. 

c  2.  That  the  laws  relating  to  the  fettlement  of 

*  the  poor,  and  concerning  vagrants,  are  very  diffi- 

*  cult 


poor. 
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c  cult  to  be  executed,  and  chargeable  in  their  execu- 
c  tion  •,  vexatious  to  the  poor,  and  of  little  advan- 
4  rage  to  the  public  ;  and  ineffectual  to  promote  the 
c  good  ends  for  which  they  were  intended. 

«  3.  That  it  is  neceffary,  for  the  better  relief 
« and    employment   of    the   poor,    that   a    public 

*  workhoufe  or  workhoufes,  hofpital  or  hofpitals, 
c  houfe   or  houfes  of  correction,  be  eftablifhed   in 

*  proper  places,  and  under  proper  regulations,  in 
c  each  county. 

e  4.  That  in  fuch  workhoufe  or  workhoufes,  all 
c  poor  perfons,  able  to  labour,  be  fet  to  work,  who 
c  mall  either  be  fent  thither,  or  come  voluntarily  for 
c  employment. 

«  5.  That  in  fuch  hofpital  or  hofpitals,  foundlings 
'  and  other  poor  children,  not  having  parents  able 
c  to  provide  for  them,  be  taken  care  of;  as  alfo  poor 

*  perfons  that  are  impotent  or  infirm. 

*  6.  That  in  fuch  houfe  or  houfes  of  correction, 

*  all  idle  and  dilorderly  perfons,  vagrants,  and  fuch 
c  other  criminals  as  mall  be  thought  proper,  be  con- 
c  fined  to  hard  labour. 

c  7.  That  towards  the  charge  of  fuch  workhoufes* 

*  hofpitals,  and  houfes  of  correction,  each  parifh  be 

*  aflfefTed  or  rated,  and  that  proper  perfons  be  im- 

*  powered  to  receive  the  money  lb  to  be  affeffed  or 

*  rated,  when  collected  ;  and  alfo,  all  voluntary  con- 

*  tributions  or  collections,  either  given  or  made  for 
c  fuch  purpofes. 

c  8.  That  fuch  workhoufes,  hofpitals  and  houfes 

*  of  correction,  be  under  the  management  of  proper 
c  perfons,  regard  being  had  to  fuch  as  fliall  be  bene- 

*  factors  to  So  good  a  work. 

■  9.  That 
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c  9.  That  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  be  appointed  for 
■  the  management  of  fuch  workhoufes,  hofpitals, 
4  and  houfes  of  correction,  be  one  body  politic  in 
1  Jaw,  capable  to  fue  and  be  ilied,  and  of  taking 
c  and  receiving  charitable  contributions  and   bene- 

•  factions  for  the  ufe  of  the  fame. 

■  10.  That,  for  the  better  underftanding,  and 
4  rendering  more  effectual,  the  laws   relating  to  the 

•  maintenance  and  fettlement  of  the  poor,   it  is  very 

•  expedient  that   they    be  reduced  into  one  act  of 
'  Parliament.' 

Thefe  refblutions  were  reported  to  the  houfe  ori 
the  2d  day  of  May,  and  on  the  7th  of  the  fame 
month  were  all  agreed  to,  without  amendment,  ex- 
cept the  9th,  which  was  amended  thus,  viz. 

Refohed, 
c  That  fuch  perfons  as  fhall  be  appointed  for  the 
8  management  of  fuch  workhoufes,  hofpitals  and 
'  houfes  of  correction,  be  one  body  politic  in  law, 
c  capable  to  fue  and  be  fued,  and  of  taking  and  re- 
4  ceiving  charitable  contributions  and  benefactions 
4  in  money,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fame,  with  proper  re- 
4  Itrictions  as  to  the  ufe  of  fuch  bodies  politic.' 

And  then  this  refolution  fo  amended  was  agreed 
to  by  the  houfe. 

ON  the  28th  of  March,  Mr.  Bundafs  prefented  Nwa^i 
to  the  houfe  (according  to  order)  a  bill,  for  ex-  prXntei 
pi  lining  and  amending  an  act  pad  in  the  Parliament 
or  Scotland,  in  the  year  1701,  intitled,  An  aft  for 
preventing  wrongous  imprijonment,  and  againft  undue 
delays  in  trials.  Which  was  read  a  firft  time3  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Vol.  XIII.  H  Ofl 
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Petition  a- 
gainft  patro- 
nages. 


ON  the  i  oth  of  Aprils  a  petition  of  the  then  late 
general  afTembly  of  the  church  of  Scotland  was 
prefented  to  the  houfe  and  read,  reprefenting,  '  That 
'  patronages  have,  fince  the  reformation,  been  deem- 

*  ed  by  the  faid  church  a  very  great  grievance,  and 
4  not  warranted  by  the  word  of  God,  and  have  at 
c  all  times  been  ftruggled  againft  ;    that   foon  after 

*  the  revolution,  an  act  of  Parliament  was  made  in 

*  Scotland,  abolishing  the  power  of  patrons  to  pre- 

*  fent  minifters  to  vacant  churches  •,  and  at  the  union 

*  of  the  two  kingdoms,  the  eftablifliment  of  the 
6  church  of  Scotland,  in  all  its  rights  and  privileges, 

by  that  and  other  acts  of  Parliament  made  or  ra- 
tified after  the  revolution,  was  declared  to  be  a 
fundamental  and  effential  condition  and  article  of 
that  union  ;  and  at  that  time  it  was  the  right  and 
privilege  of  the  faid  church  to  be  free  from  pa- 
tronages;  but  that  by  an  act  paiTed  in  the  ioth 
year  of  her  late  Majefty  Queen  Anne,  intitled,  An 
aft  to  reftore  the  patrons  to  their  ancient  rights  of 
pre  fent  ing  minifters  to  the  churches,  vacant  in  that 
part  of  Great-Britain  called  Scotland ,  the  forefaid 
act,  palled  in  the  reign  of  King  William,  was  re- 
fcinded,  in  fo  far  as  concerned  the  power   of  pa- 
trons to  prefent  minifters  to  vacant  parimes;    and 
other  advantages,  which  had  been  the  chief  things 
beftowed  on  patrons,  in  lieu  and  recompence  of 
their  former  right  of  prefentation,  were  neverthe- 
lefs  fuffered  to  continue  with  them  ;  and  therefore 
praying  the  houfe  to  pafs  a   bill   for  repealing  the 
forefaid  act  of  Parliament,  paiTed  in  the  ioth  year 
of  Queen  Anne,  in    lb  far  as  concerns  the  power 
of  patrons  to  prefent  minifters  to  vacant  churches, 
in  order  to  reftore  the  church  of  Scotland  to  the 
rights  and  privileges  fhe  was  poffeffed  of  at  the 
union  of  the  two  kingdoms.* 


Leave 
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Leave  was,  in  purfuance  of  this  petition,  moved 
For,  and  accordingly  given,  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  this 
purpole  ;  and  Mr.  Plummer,  Mr.  Ereskine,  Mr. 
Forbes,  Mr.  Ares  k  in  e,  Sir  James  Fcrgufon,  and  Mr. 
Hume  Campbell,  were  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring 
In  the  fame  ;  which  bill  was  prcfented  by  Mr.  Plum- 
mer  on  the  18th,    but  did  notpafs. 

ON  the  2 2d  of  April,  the  bill  for  the  better  fe-  ^*^nf°* 
curing  the  freedom  of  Parliaments,   by  limit-  thepwifio* 
ing  the  number  of  officers  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  bul» 
was  (according  to  order)  read  a  fecond  time ;  and  a 
motion  was  made  for  its   being  committed,  upon 
which  there  eniued  a  long  debate  ;    but  as  we  have 
given  the  fubftance  of  the  debates  upon  the  fame  bill 
in  former  feflions,  it  is  not  necefTary  to  give  the  fub- 
ftance of  this  new  debate. 

The  fpeakers  for  committing  the  bill  were,  John 
Pawlet,  Efq;  member  for  fVareham  in  Dorfet/hirey 
John  Berkley,  Efq-,  member  for  Stockbridge  in  Harnp- 
Poire,  Daniel  Boone,  Efq;  member  for  Ludgerjhall  in 
Wiltjhire,  'Thomas  Littleton,  Efq;  member  for  Old 
Sarum  in  Wilt/hire,  Alexander  Hume  Campbell,  Efq; 
member  for  Brecknock/Jure,  the  Lord  Polwarthy 
member  for  Berwick,  the  Mailer  of  the  Rolls,  Samuel 
Sandys,  Eiq;  Sir  William  Wyndham,  and  Sir  John 
Hynd  Cotton:  The  fpeakers  againft  it  were,  George 
Fox,  Efq;  member  for  Hindon  in  Wiltjhire,  Stephen 
Cornwallis,  Efq;  member  for  Eye  in  Suffolk,  Tho- 
mas Lewis,  Efq;  member  for  Portsmouth  in  Hamp- 
Jhire,  Charles  H anbury  Williams,  Efq;  member  for 
Monmouthflnre,  Robert  Byng,  Efq;  member  for 
Plymouth  in  Devon/hire,  Patrick  Lindfay,  Efq;  mem- 
ber for  Edinburgh,  James  Oglethorpe,  Efq;  mem- 
ber for  Hcjlemere  in  Surry,  Jofeph  Danvcrs,  Efq; 
member  for  Totnefs  in  Devon/hire,  Thomas  Corbet* 
Efq;  member  for  SaltaJJo  in  Cornwall,  Henry  Pel- 
ham,  Efq;  member  for  Suffex,  Lieutenant-GeneraJi 
tl  a.  Wade* 
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Wade,  member  for  Bath  in  Somerfetfhire,  Sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole,  and  Mr.  Solicitor-General. 

Quezon.  The  queftion  being  put  for  committing  the  bill, 
it  was,  upon  a  divifion,  carried  in  the  negative,  by 
216  to  192. 

Debate  on  tttE  have  already  given  an  account  of  a  motion 
Jeguktingr  VV  made  by  the  Lord  Carteret  in  the  houfe  of 
garters.  Lords,  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefly,  '  That  he  would 
'  be  pleafed  to  give  directions  to  the  proper  officer  or 
c  officers,  to  lay  before  that  houfe,  the  feveral  allot- 
4  ments  of  quarters  which  had  been  made  for  his 
c  Majefty's  land  forces  in  Great-Britain,    from   the 

*  25th  day  of  March  then  kit.'  As  this  motion 
was  agreed  to,  thefe  allotments  were  accordingly  laid 
before  the  houfe  :  And  thereupon  it  was  moved,  and 
the  judges  were  ordered,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a 
bill,  for  regulating  the  quartering  of  foldiers,  during 
the  time  of  elections.  This  bill  was  accordingly  pre- 
pared by  them  and  prefented  to  the  houfe,  being  in- 
titled,  An  aft  for  regulating  the  quartering  of  foldiers, 
during  the  time  of  eleclions  of  members  to  ferve  in 
Parliament  ;  and  was  as  follows,  viz. 

Bin  for  re.  <  ▼ -jr  t  HERE  AS,    by  the  ancient  common  law 
nnir?™.      '     V  V     °^  tn*s  ^anc^'  a^  elections  ought  to  be  free : 
c  And  whereas  by  an  act  paiTed  in  the  third  year  of 

<  the  reign    of  King  Edward  the  firft,  of  famous 

<  memory,  it  is  commanded,  upon  great  forfeiture, 
1  that  no  man  by  force  of  arms,  nor  by  malice   or 

*  menacing,  mall  difturb  any  to  make  free  election  : 

*  And  for  as  much  as  the  freedom  of  elections  of 
«  members  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  is  of  the  utmoft 
c  confequence  to  the  prefervation  of  the  rights  and 
6  liberties  of  this  kingdom:  To  the  end  therefore  that 
c  the  fame  may  befafcly  tranfmiited  to  poflerity,andfor 
c  the  avoiding  any  inconveniencies  that  may  arife  there- 

*  unto  from  any  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  or  any 

6  number 
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c  number  offoldiers  wjbi<  bjhall  be  quartered  or  billet  led 

(Join  any  city,  borough,  town  or  place,  where  any 
<■  (/col  ion  of  any  member  or  members  to  ferve  in  Par- 
c  I  lament,  or  of  the  fix  teen  Peers  to  reprefent  the 
c  Peerage  of  Scotland  in  Parliament,  or  any  of  them, 
c  Jhall  be  appointed  to  be  made. 

c  Be  it  enacted  by  the  King's  mod  excellent  Ma- 
6  jefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  conicnt  of  the 
4  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons  in 
'  Parliament  a.ffembled,  and  by  authority  of  the 
'  fame,  that  when  and  as  often  as  any  fuch  election 
4  mail  be  appointed  to  be  made,  the  Secretary  at 
4  War  for  the  time  being  (who  is  hereby  required  to 
4  take  notice  of  the  time  appointed  for  fuch  elections 
4  or  election)  fhall  and  is  hereby  required,  at  fome 
4  convenient  time  before  the  day  appointed  for  fuch 
4  election,  to  iffue  and  fend  forth  proper  orders  in 
4  writing  for  the  removal  of  every  fuch  regiment, 
*  troop  or  company,  or  other  number  of  loldiers, 
4  as  fhall  be  quartered  or  billeted  in  any  fuch  city, 
4  borough,  town  or  place,  where  fuch  election  fhall 
4  be  appointed  to  be  made:  And  every  fuch  regiment, 
4  troop,  or  company,  or  other  number  of  foldiers  as 
4  aforefaid,  Jhall,  upon  the  receipt  of  fuch  order,  ac- 
c  cordingly  march  out  of  every  fuch  city,  borough, 
c  town  or  place,  one  day  at  the  leaft  betore  the  day 
4  appointed  for  fuch  election,  to  the  diftance  of  two 
4  or  more  miles  from  fuch  city,  borough,  town,  or 
4  places  and  fhall  not  make  any  nearer  approach  to 
4  fuch  city,  borough,  town  or  place  as  aforefaid, 
4  until  one  day  at  the  leaft  after  the  poll  to  be  taken 
4  at  fuch  election  fhall  be  ended,  and  the  poll  books 
4  clofed. 

4  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  by  the  authority 
4  aforefaid,  That  in  cafe  any  officer  or  officers  to 
4  whom  fuch  order,  from  the  Secretary  at  War  for 
4  the  time  being,  (or  other  perfon  to  whom  the  iffy- 
4  ing  out  fuch  order  as  is  aforefaid  fhall  belong) 
4  fhall  be  directed  and  delivered,  fhall  neglect  or  re- 
H   2  '  fufc 
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Fufe  to  caufe  fuch  regiment,  troop  or  company,  or 
Other  number  of  foldiers  fo  quartered  or  billetted, 
as  aforefaid,  to  march  out  of  fuch  city,  borough, 
town  or  place,  at  the  time  and  to  the  place  or 
places  in  fuch  order  fpecifled,  and  fhall  be  thereof 
duly  convicted  upon  an  indictment,  to  be  preferred 
at  the  next  aflizes  or  feffions  of  oyer  and  terminer, 
to  be  held  for  the  county  where  fuch  offence  mail 
be  committed,  or  an  information  to  be  exhibited 
in  the  court  of  King's-  bench,  within  fix  months  after 
fuch  offence  committed;  which  information  the 
faid  court  of  King's- bench  is  hereby  impowered   to 
:  grant,  every  fuch  officer  fhall,  for  every  fuch  of- 
:  fence,  be  forthwith  cafhiered  and  difplaced  from 
1  fuch  his  office,  and   fhall    be  thereby  difabled  to 
?  have  or  hold  any  civil  or  military  office  or  employ- 
?  ment  within  this  kingdom,   or  in  any  of  his  Ma- 
6  iefty's  dominions,  and  mall  like  wife  forfeit 

4  And  if  any  officer  or  foldier,who  fhall  be  ordered 
i  or  directed  to  march  out,  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  found 
&  in  any  fuch  city,  borough,   town  or  place,  during 

*  the  continuance  of  fuch  election,  as  aforefaid,  and 

*  fhall  be  thereof  duly  convicled,  upon  an  indict  - 

*  ment  to  be  preferred  at  the  next  affizes  or  ieffions 
6  of  oyer  and  terminer  to  be  held  for  the  county 

*  where  fuch  offence  fhall  be  committed,  every  fuch 
«  officer  fhall,  for  every  fuch  offence,  forfeit  the 
4  fum  of 

4  Provided  neverthelefs,  that  nothing  in  this  aft 
(*  contained  fhall  extend,  or  be  conflrued  to  extend, 

*  to  the  cities  of  London  or  JVeJlminjler,   or  the  bo- 

*  rough  of  Southwark,  for  and  in  refpect  of  fuch 
6  number  of  troops  and  foldiers  only,  as  are  ufually 
4  employed  as  guards  to  his  Majefty's  royal  perfon, 
4  or  are  ufually  quartered  or  billetted  near  to  the 

*  place  of  his  Majefty's  refidence,  nor  to  any  city, 

*  borough,  town  or  place,  where  his  Majefty,  or 
<  any  of  his  royal  family,  fhall  happen  to  be  or  re- 
J  fide  at  the  time  of  any  fuch  ekction,  for  or  in  re- 

*  fpeft 
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1  fpcct  of  fuch  number  of  troops  or  foHicrs  only, 
c  as  (hall  be  attendant  as  guards  to  his  Majeily,  or 
4  to  fuch  other  perfon  of  his  Majefly's  royal  family, 
c  as  is  aforefaid  ■,  nor  to  any  caftlc,  fort  or  fortified 
4  place,  where  any  garrifon  is  ulually  kept,  for  or 
4  in  refpect  of  fuch  number  of  troops  or  foldiers  only 
c  whereof  fuch  garrifon  is  ulually  compofed. 

4  Provided  likewife,  that  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
4  tained,   (hall  extend  or  be  conflrued  to  extend   to 

*  any  officer  or  foldier,  who  fhall  have  a  right  to 
4  vote  at  any  fuch  election,  as  aforefaid,  but  that 
4  every   fuch  officer   and  foldier   may   freely,    and 

*  without  interruption,   attend  and  give  his  vote  at 

*  fuch  election,  any  thing  herein  before  contained  to 
4  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding.' 

ON  Tuefday  the  1 5th  day  of  April,  the  houfe  of  Amendment 
Lords  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  faid  bill,  ° 
and  the  firfb  enacting  claufe  being  read,  the  Earl  of 
Anglefey  flood  up  and  took  notice,  4  That  if  none 
4  but  the  Secretary  at  War  mould  be  obliged  to  fend 
c  orders  to  the  foldiers  to  withdraw  at  the  time  of 
4  an  election,  the  intention  of  the  bill  might  be  eafi- 
4  ly  defeated  ;  becaufe  if  any  future  minifter  fhould 
4  have  a  defign  to  over-awe  any  election,  or  any 
4  number  of  elections,  he  might  get  the  Secretary  at 
4  War  removed  jufl  before  the  elections  came  on, 
1  and  no  new  one  appointed  till  after  they  were  over; 
4  and  as  the  bill  then  flood,  any  other  perfon  acting 
4  as  Secretary  at  War,  might  refufe  to  ifTue  fuch  or- 
1  ders,  by  which  the  intention  of  the  bill  would  be 
1  defeated  ;  therefore  he  would  propofe,  that  after 
4  thefe  words,  The  Secretary  at  War  for  the  time 
4  being,  the  following  words  fhould  be  added,  viz. 
4  Or  fuch  other  perfon  to  whom  i  fhall  belong*  Which 
amendment  was  agreed  to  without  any  debate. 

Then  a  motion  was  made  for  leaving  out  the  fe-  Debate  In 
cond  enacting  claufe,  and  confequently  thefe  words  another 
in  the  firfl  claufe,  vizs  And  every  fuch  regiment,  amendment 

H  4  '  troop. 
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troop  or  company,  or  other  number  offoldiers,  as  afore- 
faid,  /hall  upon  the  receipt  of  fuch  orders  accordingly 
march. 

This  occafioned  a  ftrenuous  debate,  in  which  the 
argument  for  the  motion  was  in  fubftance  as  follows, 

viz. 

fbr  kment  C  ^  Lords,  by  a  bill  which  we  have  this  fefiion 

'  pafTed  into  a  law,  I  mean  the  bill  againft  mutiny 

c  and  defertion,   and  the  articles  of  war  which  are 

6  fettled  and  figned  by  his  Majeily,  in  confequence 

'  of  that  bill,  we  know,  that  every  officer  is  obliged, 

c  under  very  high  penalties,  to  obey  all  fuch  orders 

c  as  he  fhall  receive  from  his  Majefty's  Secretary  at 

4  War,  cr  any  perfon  acting  as  fuch :  Therefore   I 

c  mud  think  it  very  unneceffary  to  lay  the  officers 

c  under  any  new  obligation,  for  giving  obedience  to 

£  thole  orders,  that  are  by  this  bill  to  be  fent  him 

*  from  the  Secretary  at  War,  with  refpect  to  his  re- 

*  moving  from  any  place  where  an  election  is  to  be. 

*  For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
c  the  fecond  enacting  claufe  of  this  bill,   which  is 

*  next  to  be  read  to  your  Lordfhips,  ought  to  be 

*  intirely  left  out,  and  inftead  thereof  a  claufe  infert- 
c  ed,  for  laying  penalties  upon  the  Secretary  at  War, 
4  or  other  perfon  acting  as  fuch,  who  (hall  relufe  or 
c  neglect  to  iffue  orders,  as  directed  by  this  act  ; 
c  and  if  your  Lordfhips  agree  with  me  in  this  opi- 

*  nion,  you  muft  of  courfe  leave  out  of  the  claufe 
6  now  read  to  you  thefe  words,    to  wit,  And  every 

*  fuch  regiment,  troop  or  company,  or  other  number  of 
4  Joldiers,  as  aforefaid,floall  upon  the  receipt  of  fuch 

*  orders  accordingly  march. 

'  If  any  officer,  my  Lords,  fhould  difobey  the 
c  orders  fent  him  upon  any  fuch  occafion  by  the  Se-? 
c  cretary  at  War,  he  might  be  tried  by  a  court  mar- 
«  tial,   and  fubjtcted  to  the  punifhment  of  mutiny, 

*  which  is  a.  much  more  ferae  punifhment  than  any, 

'I 
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I  believe,  your  Lordfhips  intend  ro  inflict  by  this 
bill  5  therefore  it  i-  ver)  unneceflary,  hay  it  would 
even  feem  a  little  ridiculous  to  make  a  new  law, 
for  inflicting  a  punifhment  lefs  fevere  than  that 
which  is  inflicted  by  a  law  we  have  already  pafied 
this  very  icflion  ot  Parliament  ;  and  it  would  be 
a  great  hardfhip  upon  officers  to  fubjedt  them  to  fo 
many  different  forts  of  trials  for  one  and  the  lame 
crime  :  Befides,  my  Lords,  the  regulation,  as  it 
(lands  at  preterit  in  the  bill,  might  be  attended 
with  very  great  inconveniences  \  for  if  every  offi- 
cer were  laid  under  an  abfolute  necemty,  not  only 
to  remove  out  of  the  town,  but  not  to  return  to  it 
upon  any  account  during  the  time  of  an  election,  it 
would  be  impofiible  for  the  civil  power  to  have 
the  afTiilance  of  the  troops  in  cafe  any  great  tu- 
mult or  riot  mould  happen  at  an  election :  Nay, 
the  enemies  of  the  government  might  take  the  op- 
portunity of  an  election  for  a  new  Parliament,  to 
afTemble  and  form  themfelves  into  great  bodies,  at 
thofe  places  where  they  knew  the  troops  could  not 
come  to  difturb  them,  by  which  means,  they  might 
be  enabled  to  begin  a  general  inilu  rection,  and 
might  come  to  a  very  great  head  before  his  Ma- 
jefty  could  make  any  uie  of  thofe  troops  which  are 
given  him  by  Parliament,  for  preferving  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  kingdom  :  Even  our  enemies  abroad 
might  take  an  occafion  to  invade  us,  and  to  land 
their  troops  at  fome  of  our  towns  upon  the  fea 
coaft  during  the  time  of  an  election,  when,  if  this 
bill  as  it  now  (lands  fhould  pafs  into  a  law,  none 
of  his  Majefly's  troops  could  come  within  two 
miles  of  the  place,  to  difpute  or  prevent  their 
Janding. 

c  Theie  confiderations,  my  Lords,  convince  me, 
that  no  one  of  your  Lordfhips  will  be  for  allowing 
this  claufe  to  fland  as  it  is  in  the  bill,  without 
making  fome  conditional  provifion  or  exception  •, 
and  I  cannot  comprehend  how  any  fuch  can  be 
Z  c  made, 
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made,  without  fubjedting  the  nation  to  greater  dan- 
gers than  thofe  we  propofe  by  this  bill  to  avoid  ; 
for,  if  we  make  an  exception,  that  the  troops  fhall 
leave  the  town,  and  fhall  not  return,  unlefs  fome 
great  danger  happens,  or  is  to  be  apprehended, 
we  muft  give  a  power  to  fome  perfon  or  other  to 
judge  when  that  condition  exifts  5  and  where  to 
lodge  this  power,  does  not  to  me  feem  eafy  to  de- 
termine :  To  lodge  fuch  a  difcretionary  power  in 
the  returning  officer,  or  in  any  other  magistrate  of 
a  little  borough,  would  certainly  be  of  the  mod 
dangerous  coniequence  to  the  freedom  of  elections ; 
and  k  would  be  as  dangerous  to  lodge  it  by  an 
exprefs  law  in  the  breaft  of  the  returning  officer. 
Thus,  to  make  this  reftraint  abfolute,  may  embroil 
the  nation  in  civil  wars;  and  to  make  it  conditional, 
may  endanger  the  freedom  of  our  elections  ;  for 
which  I  muft  think  it  much  better  to  lay  the  officers 
under  no  reftraint  or  obligation,  but  that  which 
they  are  now  under  by  the  material  law,  and  the 
mutiny  bill  we  have  already  pafled :  By  them  the 
officers  will  always  be  obliged  to  obey  the  orders 
they  receive  from  the  Secretary  at  War,  unlefs 
fome  very  Hidden  and  unforefeen  accident  makes 
it  abfolutely  necefTary  for  them  to  act  otherwife  ; 
and  in  acting  otherwife,  they  will  always  be  ex- 
tremely cautious,  becauie  if  they  are  not  able  to 
make  the  neceffity  clearly  appear,  they  will  thereby 
iubjeel:  themfelves  to  the  laws  againit  mutiny. 
'  I  know,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  laid,  that  as  trials 
by  courts  martial  are  very  much  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  crown,  tho'  an  officer  fhould,  on  occa- 
fion  of  an  election,  difobey  the  orders  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Secretary  at  War,  it  would  be  in 
the  option  of  the  crown,  or  the  minifters  of  the 
crown,  whether  or  no  he  (hould  be  tried  before  a 
court  martial  for  fuch  difobedience  ;  and  confe- 
quently,  that  fome  officers  would  be  ready  to  dif- 
obey them,  as  often  as  they  knew  that  the  orders 

c  were 
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*  were  fent  only  in  obedience  to  the  law,  but  that  it 
1  was  not  intended  or  expected  they  fhould  obey 
1  them  ;  but  it  is  certain,  that  no  officer,  would  ven- 
c  ture  to  difobey  fuch  orders  without  private  inftruc- 
«  tions  in  writing,  under  the  hand  or  fome  fuperior 
c  minifter  ;  and  to  fuppofe  that  any  minifter  would 
«  venture   to  give  fuch  instructions  under  his  hand 

*  in  writing,  or  that  many  officers  would  obferve 
4  fuch  private  inftructions,  are  fuppofitions  which,  in 

*  my  opinion,  there  is  not  the  leaft  ground  to  make  5 

*  nay,  I  think  it  is  almoit  impoffible  for  us  to  make 
<  any  fuch,  if  we  confider,  that  if  any  officer  fhould 
'  behave  in  fuch  an  illegal  manner,  or  if  any  fuch 
c  private  inftructions  fhould  ever  be  divulged,  a  com- 
«  plaint   would   certainly  be   made  in  Parliament 

*  againft  fuch  officer  or  fuch  minifter,  and  both 
c  might  expect  the  higheft  punifhment  the  Parlia- 
«  ment  could  inflict. 

6  But,  my  Lorus,  fuppofe  that  an  officer  could,  in 
«  fuch  cafe,  hope  to  evade  all  puniffiment  before  a 

*  court  martial   or  in   Parliament,  yet  even  as  the 

*  law  ftands  at  prefent,  he  could  not  hope  to  evade 
4  all  manner  of  puniffiment  ;  for  if  any  officer 
'  fhould  remain  in,  or  return  to  any  town,  during  the 
c  time  of  an  election,  and  fhould  make  ufe  of  the 
■  troops  under  his  command  for  over-awing  the 
'  election,  he  might  be  indicted  even  at  common  law 
1  upon  the  ftatute  of  Edward  the  Ift,  called  Weft- 

*  minjier  the  fir  ft  \  by  the  5th  chapter  of  which  it  is 
'  declared,  That  no  man  ffiall  by  force  of  arms,  by 

*  malice,  or  by  menaces,  difturb  the  freedom  of  any 

*  election,  under  the  pain  of  grievous  fine  and  im- 
'  prifonment  •,  which  is  fo  fevere  a  punifhment,  that 

*  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  any  officer  would  fubject 

*  himfelf  to  it,    at  the  defire  of  any  minifter,  efpe- 

*  cially,  if  fuch  officer  were  a  gentleman  of  fortune 

*  and  figure  in  his  country,  as  moft  of  our  officers 
4  are  at  prefent,  and  \  hope  always  will  be. 

•  I 
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4  I  hope,  my  Lords,  I  have  now  clearly  fhewn, 

*  that  there  is  no  neceffity  for  laying  the  officers  of 
4  the  army  under  any  of  the  restraints  or  penalties 
4  propofed  by  this  bill,  becaufe  they  are  already  un- 
4  der  as  great  restraints  and  penalties,  as  can  be  fup- 
4  poled  neceilary  for  preventing  their  attempting  to 
c  over-awe  any  election,  either  by  flaying  in,  or  re- 
4  turning  to,  the  place  where  there  is  an  election,  or 
4  by  making  ufe  of  the  troops  under  their  command, 
4  for  disturbing  the  freedom  of  the  election  -,  and  as 
4  it  mult  be  granted,  that  the  reftraints  propofed  by 

*  this  bill  would  expofe  us  to  great  dangers  and  in- 
4  conveniences,  therefore  I  doubt  not  but  your  Lord- 
4  mips  will  agree  to  the  amendment  I  mall  propofe 
4  upon  reading  the  next  claufe  ;  and  for  this  reafon, 
4  you  muft  agree  to  leave  out  thofe  words  which  I 
4  have  propofed  to  be  left  out  of  the  claufe  now  be- 
4  fore  you.' 

It  was  anfwered  to  the  following  effect,  viz. 

AniWer.  c  By  the  amendment  now  offered,    my  Lords, 

4  the  intention  of  the  prefent  bill,  and  indeed  of 
4  all  fuch  bills,  feems  to  be  very  much  mifun- 
4  derStood  •,  for  it  is  certain,  that  all  bills  of  the 
4  fame  nature  with  that  now  before  us,  are  defigned 
4  as  limitations  and  restrictions  upon  the  power  of 
4  the  crown,  or  rather  upon  the  power  of  ministers 
4  acting  under  the  crown.  During  his  prefent  Ma- 
4  jeSty's  reign  we  are  certain,  that  no  incroachments 
4  will  be  made  upon  the  freedom  of  elections,  by 
4  means  of  the  army,  or  by  any  other  means  ;  but 
4  this  ought  not  to  prevent  our  making  fuch  regula- 
4  tions,  as  may  appear  neceffary  for  preventing  fuch 
4  incroachments  in  any  future  reign  ;  and  as  it  has 
4  always  been  fuppofed,  that  troops  quartered,  or 
4  remaining  in  any  town,  during  the  time  of  an 
4  election,  might  be  fome  fort  of  incroachment  upon 
G  the  freedom  of  that  election  *,  therefore  ever  fince 

4  we 
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we  had  any  fuch  thing  as  a  (landing  army  in  this 
ifland,  the  minifters  of  the  crown  have  thought 
themfelvcs,  in  common  prudence  obliged  to  order 
the  troops  to  remove  from  every  town,  where 
there  happened  to  be  an  election,  and  not  to  return 
ro  that  town  till  the  election  was  quite  over.  This 
has  hitherto  been  left  to  the  prudence  and  difcre- 
tion  of  the  minifters  for  the  time  being  •,  and  the 
reafon  of  doing  fo  was,  that  we  have  never  yet 
been  certain,  that  a  Handing  army  would  be  kept 
up  for  any  fucceeding  year  ;  but  now  that  we  have 
continued  a  numerous  {landing  army  for  fo  many 
years,  and  are  like  to  continue  it  for  years  to  come, 
it  was  thought  proper  not  to  leave  that  to  the  pru- 
dence of  minifters,  which  might,  in  fome  future 
reign,  be  made  ufe  of  lor  the  overturning  of  our 
conftitution  \  and  therefore  this  houfe  agreed  to  the 
motion  which  was  made,  for  ordering  the  judges 
to  brine  in  the  bill  now  before  us :   For  this  reaion 

o 

I  mud  think,  my  Lords,  that  it  was  the  opinion 
of  this  houfe  that  we  ought,  by  an  exprefs  law,  to 
put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  future  administra- 
tion, to  neglect  doing  that,  which  all  former  ad- 
miniftrations  have,  in  regard  to  our  conftitution, 
thought  themfelves,  in  common  prudence,  obliged 
to  do. 

6  This,  my  Lords,  was  certainly  your  opinion, 
when  you  agreed  to  the  order  for  bringing  in  this 
bill  ;  but  from  this  opinion  we  muft  now  depart, 
or  we  muft  difagree  with  the  noble  Duke  in  the 
amendment,  which  he  has  been  pleafed  to  offer  ; 
for  if  your  Lordfhips  defign  by  a  new  law,  to  lay 
a  restriction  or  limitation  upon  the  minifters  of  the 
crown,  the  execution  of  that  law  is  not  furely  to 
be  intruded  with  thofe  upon  whom  that  re- 
ftriction  or  limitation  is  defigned  to  be  laid  ;  which 
would  be  the  cafe,  if  the  motion  now  made  to  us 
fhould  be  agreed  to.  It  is  true,  the  officers  of  the 
army  are,  by   the  mutiny  bill  and  the  articles  of 

'  war, 
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4  war,  obliged  to  obey  fuch  orders  as  they  may 
4  from  time  to  time  receive  from  his  Majefty's  Se- 

*  cretary  at  War,  and  in  cafe  of  difobedience,  they 
«  are  fubjected  to  very  great  punifhments ;  but  for 
4  this  difobedience,  they  are  to  be  tried  only  by  a 
4  court  martial,  and  whether  any  fuch  court  mall  be 
4  appointed,  or  whether  any  fuch  officer  fhall  be 
4  tried  before  fuch  court  when  appointed,  is  intirely 
4  in  the  power  of  the  crown,  or  more  properly  of 

*  the  minifters  acting  under  the  crown,  who  are  the 

*  very  perfons  whofe  power  was  defigned  to  be  li- 

*  mited  when  this  bill  was  propofed.  Can  we  then 
4  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  that  an  officer  who  difobeyed 
4  fuch  orders  at  the  defire  of  a  chief  minifter,  would 
4  ever  be  brought  before  a  court  martial,  or  tried 
c  for  fuch  difobedience  ?  Your  Lordfhips  cannot 
4  furely  fuppofe  any  fuch  thing  ;  and  therefore  you 
4  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  agree  to  the  amendment 
4  now  propofed,  unlefs  you  have  departed  from  the 
4  defign  you  had,  when  the  order  for  bringing  in 
4  this  bill  was  agreed  to. 

4  But  farther,  my  Lords,  ht  us  confider  who  are 
4  the  judges  upon  every  court  martial ;  they  are  all  of- 
4  ficers  of  the  army,  judges,  whofe  com  minions  de- 
4  pend  abfolutely  upon  the  pleafure  of  the  crown ;  and 
4  fhall  we  leave  any  thing  relating  to  the  freedom  of 
4  elections,  upon  which  the  prefervation  of  our  con- 
4  ftitution  fo  much  depends,  to  be  tried  only  before 

*  fuch  judges  ?  The  noble  Duke  has  told  us,  that  an 
4  officer  may,  upon  any  fuciden  and  unforefeen  emer- 
4  gency,  difobey,  or  act  contrary  to,  the  orders  he 
4  receives  from  the  Secretary  at  War  •,  and,  is  it 
4  not  to  be  prefumed,  that  a  court  martial,  compofed 
4  of  fuch  judges,  will  admit  of  any  emergency,  as 
4  a  fufficient  excufe  for  difobeying  fuch  orders,  when 
4  they  know  that  fuch  difobedience  proceeded  from 
4  private  inftrudtions,  given  by  a  principal  miinfter 
4  of  flate  ?  Surely  we  have  not  ytt  forgot  what  was 
4  one  of  the  principal  grievances  complained  of  be- 

4  fore 
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4  fore  the  revolution  •,  what   was  one  of  the  firft 

c  things  redrafted   by   the  revolution :  Hie  general 

4  complaint  was,  and  it  was  a  complaint  but  too  well 

4  grounded,  that  the  judges  commiflions  were  all 

c  during  pica  lure  -,  and  therefore  they  were  too  apt 

c  to   follow  the  directions  they   received   from   the 

c  crown,   in  any  affair,  where  the  minifters  thought 

4  fit  to  give  directions  :  Have  not  we  then   good 

J  reafon  to  be  afraid  that  the  judges  upon   a  court- 

4  martial  may,  in  future  times,  do  as  other  judges 

4  during  pleafure  have  done   in  times  paft  ?  And 

4  fhall  we  leave  an  incroachment  upon  the  freedom 

4  of  our  elections,   to  be  punifhed  only   by   fuch 

4  judges?  Your  Lordfliips  did  not  certainly  intend 

4  any  fuch  thing,  when  you  gave  orders  for  drawing 

4  up  the  bill  now  before  us ;  and  therefore  the  learn- 

4  ed  judges  have  very  wifely  drawn  it  up,  in  fuch  a 

*  manner  as  to  fubject  the  difobedience  of  an  officer, 

*  in  the  cafe  now  before  us,  to  a  trial  at  common 
4  law,  which  is  the  only  method  by  which  the  bill 
4  can  be  made  effectual. 

4  That  the  fubjecting  of  an  officer  to  feveral  forts 
c  of  trials  for  the  fame  crime,  would  be  a  hardfliip 
4  upon  the  officers  of  the  army,  cannot,  my  Lords, 
4  be  an  argument  of  any  weight,  when  we  confider 

*  that  the  prefervation  of  our  conftitution  is  in  the 
1  other  fcale  :  It  has,  in  many  cafes,  been  thought 
"  neceffary  to  fubject  the  gentlemen  of  the  army  to 

*  be  tried  by  the  common  law,  as  well  as  by  a  court 

*  martial  :  Even  by  the  mutiny  bill  itielf,  if  any  ot- 
c  fleer  or  foldier  fhall  take  quarters  againft  law,  or 
c  fhall  difturb  his  quarters,  he  is  made  liable  to  be 

*  tried   by   the  quarter-feffions  ;  and   if  upon   fuch 

*  trial  he  be  found  guilty,  if  an  officer,  he  is  to  be 
4  immediately  cafhiered:  And  I  hope  your  Lordfliips 

*  will  think  that  an  officer's  difturbing  the  freedom 
4  of  an  election,  is  an  affair  of  greater  coniequence 
4  than  that  of  difturbing  his  quarters;  and  thatthere- 
4  fore  you  will  not  think  it  a  hardfliip  to  fubject  him 

4  to 
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c  to  a  trial  at  common  law,  in  the  one  cafe  as  well  as 
6  the  other. 

c  As  to  the  dangers  and  inconveniences  to  which 
'  it  is  pretended  we  may  be  expofed,  by  laying  offi- 
4  cers  under  an  abfolute  neceiTity  of  removing  from 
c  any  place  where  there  is  to  be  an  election,  and  not 

*  returning  till  that  election  be  over,  they  are  found- 
c  ed,  my  Lords,  upon  fuppofnions,  I  am  fure  much 
c  more  unreafonable  than  that  of  fuppofing,  that 
'  fome  minifter  may  hereafter  do  what  he  ought  not 
4  to  do :  For  to  fuppofe  that  any  fuch  number  of 
fc  men  can  meet  at  any  election,  as  may  endanger 
6  the  government  -,  to  fuppofe  that  all  thole  men  are 
'  fuch  as  will  rifque  their  lives  and  their  fortunes,  by 

*  joining  in  an  infurrection  ;  to  fuppofe  that  they  are 
c  all  regularly  armed  and  prepared  for  war  -,  and  to 
«  fuppofe  that  this  concert  can  be  carried  on  without 
c  the  government's  hearing  a  word  of  it  before  the 
6  day  of  election  -,  is  carrying  fuppofitions,  I  mud 
4  fay,  a  great  length,  and  endeavouring  to  perfuade 

<  us,  to  leave  ourfelves  expofed  to  real  dangers,  by 

*  frightening  us  with  thofe  which  are  altogether  ima- 
6  ginary.  Then  with  refpect  to  invafions  •,  to  fup- 
c  pofe  that  an  invafion  may  be  made,  and  the  troops 

<  landed  juft  at  the  time,  and  at  the  very  place  where 
6  an  election  happens  to  be  carrying  on,  we  mull 
'  firft  fuppofe,  that  an  exprefs  has  gone  over  to  kt 
c  the  enemy  know  the  day  appointed  for  the  elec- 
c  tion  •,   that  after  their  receiving  this  account  they 

*  embark  their  troops,  fail,  and  meet  with  fuch  a 
c  favourable  wind  as  to  bring  them  directly  to  the 

*  place  where  the  election  is,  on  the  very  day  it  be- 
1  gins,  or  within  a  few  days  after  •,  and  to  fuppofe 
c  that  all  this  may  be  done  in  fuch  a  fliort  time  as 

*  what  ufually  intervenes  between  the  appointing  of 

*  the  day  of  election,  and  that  day's  coming  on,  ;s 

<  really  carrying  fuppofitions  a  molt  extravagant 
'•  length.     But,  my  Lords,  if  thefe  were  fuppofi- 

4  tions 
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«  tions  that  could  be  made,  they    would   be   of  no 

*  weight  in  the  prefent  debate  ->    for  it  is  in  all  cafes 

*  a  certain  maxim,  that  Inter  Anna  fJent  Leges. 
'  Upon  any  fuch  occafion,  the  troops  not  only 
e  might,  but  ought  to  march  into  the  town  where 
4  an  infurrection  or  invafion  happens,  notwithftand- 
c  ing  its  being  at  the  time  of  an  election,  notwith- 

*  (landing  the  law  now  propofed,  and  notwithftand- 

*  ing  any  law  that  is  or  can  be  made :  In  times  of 
4  fuch  danger  men  are  always  indemnified  for  what 

*  they  may  be  obliged  to  do  againfl:  the  letter  of  the 
c  law,  and  a  particular  act  of  Parliament  for  that 
c  purpofe,  has   always   been  pafifed  as   foon  as  the 

*  danger  was  over. 

c  As  for  any  little  riots  or  tumults  that  may  hap- 
c  pen  at  the  time  of  an  election,  I  cannot  fee,  my 
c  Lords,  why  there  is  any  more  danger  to  be  ap- 
c  prehended  from  them  now  than  there  was  former- 
6  ly,  when  we  had  no  fuch  thing  as  regular  troops, 

*  either  to  prevent  their  happening,  or  to  quell  them 

*  when  they  did  happen.  In  former  times,  the  ci- 
6  vil  power  was  always  found  fufHcient  for  prevent- 
€  ing  riots,  or  for  quelling  them  and  punifhing  the 
c  authors  of  them  •,  and  confidering  the  fevere  law 
c  againft  riots,  which  was  lately  made,  and  is  ftill 
'  in  force,  I  am  fure  it  cannot  be  faid,   that  the  ci- 

*  vil  power  is  now  lefs  fufHcient  for  that  purpofe 
€  than  it  was  formerly.  Befides,  my  Lords,  we  all 
c  know,  that  a  riot  or  tumult  at  an  election  makes 
c  it  a  void  election  ;  therefore  it  is  always  the  bufi- 
1  nefs  of  thofe  who  have  the  ftrongeft  party,  to  en- 
c  deavour  to  prevent  all  fuch  ;  and,  indeed,  there  is 
c  feldom  or  never  any  great  riot  happens,  but  what  is 
c  occafioned  by  thofe  who  have  a  mind  to  make  the 
'  election  void,  or  by  the  magiflrates,  who  prefide 
c  at  the  election,  doing  fome  fignal  injuftice  to  the 
1  electors;  but  fuppofing  that  there  may  happen 
'  now  and  then  a  few  broken  heads  or  bloody  no- 
s  fes  at  an  election,  are  we,   on  that  account,    to 

Vol.  XIII.  I  *  have 
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4  have  all  our  elections  carried  on  under  the  terror 

'  and  influence  of  a  regiment  of  foldiers  ?    Or  are 

4  we  to  give  them  a  pretence  to  be  prefent  at  all  our 

*  elections,  or  to  give  every  little  magiftratc,  or  per- 

*  haps  a  cuftom-houie  officer,  a  power  to  call  them 

*  in  when  he  has  a  mind  ? 

4  Even  the  noble  Lords  who  have  fpoke  for  the 
4  amendment,  ieem  to  think  it  dangerous  to  give 
4  by  law,  to  any  returning  officer,  or  magiftrate  of 
'  a  little  borough,  a  power  to  call  in  the  troops  du- 
4  ring  the  time  of  an  election  whenever   he  pleafes  v 

*  and  they  like  wife  feem  to  think  it  dangerous  to 
4  give,  by  law,  a  power  to  the  officers  themfelves 
6  to  remain  in,  or  return  to,  the  place  where  an 
4  ele6tion  happens  to  be,  whenever  they  think  it  ne- 
4  ceffary  ;  yet  by  the  amendment  they  propofe,  the 
4  commanding  officer  for  the  time,   is  to  be  vefted 

*  with  this  very  power:  Thefecretaryat  war,  indeed, 
4  is  to  be  obliged  to  fend  his  orders  for  the  troops  to 
4  remove  ;  but,  as  the  noble  Lords  themfelves  have 
4  explained  it,  the  commanding  officer  may  difobey 
4  thefe  orders  in  cafe  of  any  fudden  and  unforefeen 
4  emergency,  without  running  any  rifque  of  being 
4  tried  or  punifhed  by  a  court-martial  for  fuch  dif- 
4  obedience  *,  and  we  may  depend  #on  it,  that  fuch 
4  emergencies  will  never  be  wanting,  when  a  prime 
4  minifter  has  a  mind  that  the  troops  mould  remain 
4  in,  or  return  to  the  pta.ce  where  an  election  is  car- 
4  rying  on  :  Nay,  it  will  always  be  in  the  power  of 
4  any  returning  officer,  or  magiftrate  of  a  little  bo- 
4  rough,  or  of  any  cuftom-houfe  or  excife  officer,  to 
4  furnifh  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  with 
4  fuch  an  emergency  •,  for  we  know  that  the  troops 
4  have  always  a  general  order  to  be  affifting  to  the 
4  civil  power,  and  likewife  to  all  officers  of  the  re- 
4  venue  ;  and  therefore  the  returning  officer  may  at 
4  all  times  pretend  that  he  is  apprehenlive  of  a  tu- 
4  mult,  and  may  demand  the  affiftance  of  the  troops ; 
4  or  a  cuflom-houfe  or  excife  officer,  may  demand 

their 
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their  afliftanCe  in  feizing  or  fearching  for  fmug- 
glcd  goods ;  and  this  will  be  a  fudden  and  un- 
forefeen  emergency,  that  will  always  excufe  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  troops,  for  difobeying 
the  orders  he  receives  from  the  fecretary  at  war, 
when  any  prime  minifter  but  infinuates,  that  fuch 
excufe  mould  be  admitted  of  by  the  court-martial, 
in  cafe  the  officer  mould  ever  be  brought  to  a  trial, 
for  any  fuch  difobedience. 

'  I  am  really  furprifed,  my  Lords,  to  find  thofe 
who  are  fo  apprehenfive  of  in  furred  ions  and  inva- 
fions,  and  fo  very  apt  to  fuppofe  dangers  from 
thence  arifing,  at  the  fame  time  mewing  them- 
felves  fo  very  little  apprehenfive  of  the  defigns  of 
future  minifters,  and  fo  unwilling  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  conftitution  of  this  kingdom,  and  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  can  ever  be  in  any  danger  from  fuch 
defigns.  I  am  fure,  my  Lords,  there  is  nothing 
more  natural,  than  to  fuppofe,  that  we  may  have 
in  fome  future  reign,  an  ambitious,  rapacious,  or 
wicked  minifter  ;  and  as  the  fafety  of  fuch  a  mini- 
fter, can  confift  in  nothing  fo  much  as  in  deftroy- 
ing  the  freedom  of  our  elections,  we  muft  neceiTa- 
rily  fuppofe,  that  he  will  leave  no  ftone  unturned 
for  accomplifhing  that  wicked  purpofe  ;  therefore 
we  muft  likewife  neceffarily  fuppofe,  that  he  will 
fend  fuch  private  inftructions,  as  have  been  men- 
tioned, to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  troops, 
in  all  places  where  he  cannot  influence  the  election 
by  any  other  illegal  means ;  and  as  fuch  a  mini- 
fter may  probably  have  the  fole  management  of 
his  mafter,  it  is  well  known  what  lengths  fome 
officers  may  go,  rather  than  rifque  their  commif- 
fions,  by  difobeying  his  private  commands,  or  in 
order  to  recommend  themfelves  to  his  favour  for 
preferment :  Such  an  illegal  obedience  to  minifte- 
rial  inftructions  is  not,  indeed,  to  be  apprehend- 
ed from  the  prefent  officers  of  our  army,  but  they 
are  not  immortal;  and  we  do  not,  we  cannot 
I  2  s  know 
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*  know  by  what  fort  of  men  they  may  be   fucceed* 

*  ed  ;  therefore  I  think  it  is  abfolutely  inconfiftent 
4  with  the  prefervation  of  our  conftitution  to  leave 

*  thofe.  officers,  who    may  hereafter  incroach  upon 

*  the  freedom  of  our  elections,  to  be  tried  only  by 
4  thole  who  may  be  guilty  of  the  fame  crime,  and 

*  at  the  fole  pleafure  of  thofe  whofe  intereft  it  may 
4  be,  whofe  fafety  may  depend  upon  it,  either  not 
4  to  try  them  at  all,  or  to  try  them  only  in  order 
4  to  acquit  them. 

4  A  profecution  in  Parliament  is  not  to  be  appre- 

*  hended,  my  Lords,  either  by  officers  or  minifters, 
4  when  by  fuch  illegal  means  they  have  got  a  Parlia- 
4  ment  to  their  own  liking  ;  and  as  to  officers  being 

*  fubject  to  a  trial  at  common  law,  upon  the  ftatute 
4  of  Edward  Ift,  I  mult  obferve,  that  if  an   offi- 

*  cer  or  any  other,  mould  commit  a  breach  of  the 
4  peace,  by  openly  endeavouring  to  over-awe  an  elec- 

*  tion,  or  by  openly  intimidating  any  returning  offi- 
■  cer  or  elector,  he  might  be  indicted,  tried  and  pu- 

*  nifhed  at  common  law  upon  that  ftatute  *,  but  no 
4  officer  or  foldier  can  be  indicled,  tried  and  punifli- 

*  ed  at  common,  by  virtue  of  that  or  any  other  fta- 
4  tute,  for  not  removing  from  the  place,  or  for  re- 

*  turning  to  the  place,  where  an  election  is  carrying 
4  on  ;  and  the  defign  of  this  bill  is,  at  lead  I  always 
4  took  the  defign  of  it  to  be,  to  prevent  the  officers  or 

*  foldiers  being  prefent  in  any  town  or  place  upon 
4  any  fuch  occafion  •,  for  if  they  are  allowed  to  be 
4  prefent,  they  may  fall  upon  twenty  ways  to  influ- 
4  ence,  and  even  to  over-awe  the  election,  without 
4  its  being  poffible  to  prove  any  overt  act  againfl 
4  them,  fo  as  to  indict  them  at  common  law  upon 
4  the  ftatute  of  Edward  the  Ift. 

4  This  was,  my  Lords,  what  made  the  bill  now 
4  before  us  necefTary  ;  the  defign  of  the  motion  was, 
4  and  when  your  Lordfhips  agreed  to  that  motion, 
4  I  muft  think  your  defign  was,  to  make  it  criminal 
4  in  any  officer  or  foldier,  to  be  prefent  in  any  place 


4  during 
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during  the  time  of  an  election,  unlefs  he  was  there 

as  an  elector ;  but  if  your  Lordfhips  agree  to  the 
amendment  now  propoled,  you  alter  the  whole  in- 
tention of  the  bill  ;  you  make  it,  indeed,  criminal 
in  the  fecretary  at  war,  not  to  ifllie  (uch  orders  as 
are  directed  by  the  bill,  but  you  do  not  make  it 
criminal  in  an  officer  or  foldier  to  be  prefent  in 
any  place  during  the  time  of  im  election  •,  at  leaft, 
you  do  not  make  it  a  legal  crime  for  which  he  may 
be  tried  at  common  law  :  Nay,  in  my  opinion,  it 
will  not  be  fo  criminal,  after  the  paffing  of  this  bill, 
as  it  was  before  •,  for  before  the  bringing  in  of  this 
bill,  an  officer  did  not  know  but  that  he  might  be 
brought  to  a  trial  at  common  law,  if  he  remained 
in  any  town,  or  returned  to  it  during  the  time  of 
election  •,  whereas  hereafter,  if  he  remains  in  the 
town,  if  he  brings  his  regiment,  troop  or  compa- 
ny to  the  very  place  of  election,  and  plants  ceri- 
tries  to  attend  the  poll- books,  he  knows  how  he  is 
to  be  tried  ;  he  is  to  be  tried  by  his  brother  officers 
in  a  court-martial,  and  I  do  not  know  but  their  fen- 
tence  may  be  pleaded  in  bar,  to  any  future  indict- 
ment brought  againft  him  upon  the  flatute  of  Ed- 
ward the  Iff.  -,  for  what  interpretations  may  here-? 
after  be  put  upon  this  law,  cannot  now  be  fo  eah> 
ly  determined  :  And  therefore,  I  hope  your  Lord- 
fhips will  pafs  the  bill  in  the  fame  iliapethe  learned 
judges  have  brought  it  in,  unlefs  fome  more  con- 
vincing reafon  than  any  I  have  yet  heard  mould  be 
given,  for  turning  it  into  a  fhape  very  different 
from  that  in  which  it  is  at  prefent.* 

The  reply  was  in  fubftance,  as  follows,  viz, 

'  My  Lords,  what  was  the  defign  of  other  Lords,  Repty 
when  they  moved  for,  or  agreed  to,  the  order  for 
bringing  in  this  bill,  I  mall  not  pretend  to  deter- 
mine ;  but  all  I  thought  was  intended,  either  by 
the  motion  or  order,  was,  to  lay  minifters  in  time. 

3  3  5.« 
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4  to  come,  under  a  legal  obligation  of  doing  that 
4  which  minifters  in  time  paft  have  always  done 
4  without  any  obligation,  but  what  arofe  from  the 
4  great  regard  they  have  always  fhewn  to  the  free- 
c  dom  of  our  elections.  From  this  regard,  care  has 
4  always  hitherto  been  taken,  when  there  was  to  be 
4  an  ekclion  at  a  place  where  any  troops  were  quar- 
4  tered,  to  fend  orders  for  the  troops  to  remove  to 
4  fome  other  place  during  the  time  of  the  eledtion  ; 
4  and  all  I  expected  was  to  be  done  by  the  law  pre- 
4  pofed,  was,  to  enact,  that  fuch  orders  mould  al- 
c  ways  be  fent  upon  every  fuch  future  occafion.  This 
e  was  my  only  defign,  when  I  agreed  to  the  order 
4  for  bringing  in  this  bill ;  and  this  defign  would  be 
4  fully  accomplifhed  by  the  bill,  when  amended  as 
4  has  been  propofed.  I  never  indeed  once  imagined, 
4  that  the  officers  and  foldiers  mould  be  abfolutely 
4  bammed  from  any  fuch  place  during  the  time  of  an 
4  election ;  I  could  not  imagine,  that  it  was  to  be 
4  made  highly  criminal  in  any  officer  to  appear  as  a 
4  private  gentleman  in  any  fuch  place,  in  order  to 
4  vifit  his  friends  in  the  town,  or  to  drink  a  glafs 
4  "with  any  gentleman  of  his  acquaintance,  who  might 
4  perhaps  come  into  town  upon  that  occafion ;  and 
c  I  mult  think,  that  the  palfing  of  fuch  a  law  would 
4  really  be  doing  them  a  very  great  injury  ;  it  would 
1  be  treating  them  as  enemies,  not  as  fubjects  ; 
4  whereas,  while  our  army  continues  upon  its  pre- 
4  fent  footing,  I  think  both  the  officers  and  foldiers 

*  ought  to  be  looked  on,  not  only  as  fubjects,  but  as 
4  fubjects  as  much,  concerned  as  any  other  in  the  pre- 
4  fervation  of  our  conftituticn,  and  of  the  freedom 
4  of  our  elections. 

6  I  was  like  wife,  my  Lords,   far  from  fuppofing, 

*  or  ever  defign ing,  that  it  mould,  by  law,  be  put 
4  abfolutely  out  of  the  power  of  the  troops  to  remain 
4  in  the  town,  or  to  return  to  the  town  where  an 
4  election  happened  to  be,  even  in  a  cafe  of  the  ut- 

4  moil 
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mu ft  necefftty  and  danger  •,  for,  though  I  do  not 
think  we  need  be  at  prcfent  under  any  very  great 
appreheiifions  of  infurrections  or  invafions,  yet  I 
think  we  ought  not  to  pafs  a  law,  which  may  tend 
directly  to  encourage  them  :  It  cannot,  'tis  true, 
be  (iippofed,  that  any  fuch  great  number  of  men 
can  meet  at  any  one  place  of  election,  as  may  en- 
danger the  government  •,  but  fuch  a  great  number 
may  meet  in  a  few  days  at  the  place  oi  an  election, 
and  may  form  themfelves  into  lucha  regular  body, 
if  they  have  but  two  or  three  days  time  for  that 
purpofe,  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  troops 
in  that  neighbourhood  to  difperfe  them  ;  nay,  as 
to  oblige  the  troops  in  that  neighbourhood  to  march 
off  and  leave  them  ;  by  which  means  two  or  three 
fuch  bodies  of  men,  formed  at  different  places  in 
the  time  of  a  general  election,  may  be  able  to  join 
together,  and  thereby  form  fuch  a  body  as  might 
endanger  the  government :  Then  as  to  invafions, 
the  very  day  of  an  election  at  any  of  our  iea-porc 
towns,  cannot  indeed  be  known  till  after  it  is  ap- 
pointed ;  but  after  the  writs  are  ifTued  for  a  new 
Parliament,  the  days  of  election  may  be  nearly 
guefied  at,  and  a  foreign  enemy,  by  good  intelli- 
gence, might  very  eafily  take  their  meafures,  fo 
as  to  come  to  land  at  fome  of  our  fea-port  towns 
on  the  very  day  of  election  ;  upon  fuch  an  emer- 
gency, the  officer  would  certainly  be  excufed  if  he 
marched  his  troops  into  town,  in  order  to  attack 
them ;  but  till  they  began  to  land,  he  would  not 
venture  the  breach  of  fuch  a  fevere  law,  and  after 
their  having  began  to  land,  it  would  be  too  late 
for  him  to  march  from  the  quarters  affigned  him 
during  the  time  of  election,  which  might  proba- 
bly be  at  three- or  four  miles  diftance  from  that 
town. 

*   With  refpect  to  tumults  and  riots,  my  Lords, 

the  reafon  of  the  fevere  law  again  ft    them  is  very 

well  known,  and  may  be  remembered  by  feveral 

I  4  !  of 
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f  of  your  Lordfhips :    At  that  time,   even  with  the 

*  affiftance  of  the  regular  troops,  the  civil   power 

*  was  feldom  or  ever  able  to  quell  the  riots  and  tu- 

*  mults  that  happened,  till  after  they  had  done  much 
4  mifchief ;  and  if  the  regular  troops  were  quite  out 

*  of  the  cafe,  I  am  convinced  we  mould,  at  many 
4  elections,  have  fuch  tumults  as  could  not  be  ibon 
4  quelled  by   the  civil  power,  though   now  armed 

*  with  fuch  a  fevere  law  ;  for  your  Lordfhips  muft 
4  confider,  that  fuch   tumults  or    riots  are  feldom 

*  made,   by  thofe  who  have  a  right  to  vote  at  any 

*  election  ;  and  it  often  happens  that  thofe  candidates, 

*  who  have  the  majority  of  the  mob  upon  their  fide, 
4  have  the  majority  of  legal  voters  againft  them  •,  at 
c  all  which  places,  it  is  probable,  we  mould  have 
4  dangerous  and  very  mifchievous  tumults,  if  the 
4  mob  were  aflured,  that  the  regular  troops  could 
4  not  be  brought  againft  them  :  They  would  very 
4  much  defpife  the  proclamation  againft  riots,  if  they 
4  knew  that  there  was  no  armed  force,  fufficient  for 

*  putting  the  law  in  execution,  after  that  proclama- 
4  tion  was  read. 

*  As  it  might  be  of  the  molt  dangerous  confe- 

*  quence,  by  an  exprefs  law,  to  lay  an  abfolute  and 
4  a  peremptory  obligation  upon  the  troops,  not  to 
4  remain  in,  or  return  to,  any  town,  during  the  time 

*  of  an  election,  notwithstanding  the  greateft  necef- 
4  fity  and  danger  •,  fo,  my  Lords,  it  might  be  of  the 
4  moft  dangerous  confequence,  by  an  exprefs  law,  to 

*  give  a  power  to  the  troops  to  remain  in,  or  return 

*  to  fuch  a  town,  whenever  they  thought  there  was 
4  any  nectffity  for  their  fo  doing  •,  but  I  hope  your 
4  Lordfhips  will  confider,  that  there  is  a  very  great 
4  difference  be:  ween  a  power  given  by  act  of  Parlia- 
4  ment,  and  that  power  which  arifes  from  the  im- 
4  mediate  neceflity  a  man  is  under:  In  the  firft 
4  cafe,  the  profecutor  rnuft  fhew,  that  the  pcrfon 
4  profecuted  exceeded  the  power  given  him  by 
4  law,  which,  in  many  cafes,  could  not  be  fo  eafily 

4  done  5 
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4  done  •,  in  the  laft,  the  perfon  profecuted  will  ccr- 
4  tainly  be  condemned,  unlels  he  can  fhew,  to  the 
4  fatisfa&ion  of  the  court,  the  neceffity  he  was  un- 
4  der  :  Thus,  by  the  amendment  now  propofed,  the 
c  Secretary  at  War  is  to  be  obliged  to  fend  his  orders 
"  to  the  troops  to  remove  •,  and,  by  another  law  paf- 

*  fed  this  feffion,  the  troops  are  obliged,  under  very 
6  fevere  penalties,   to  obey   thoie  orders ;    nothing 

*  then  can  excule  their  difobedience,  but  fome  ve- 
'  ry  unforefeen  and  dangerous  emergency  ♦,  and 
c  that  emergency  muft  be  made  appear  to  the 
'  court,  by  the  officers  who  are  guilty  of  fuch  difo- 

*  bedience. 

4  I  am  as  fenfible,  my  Lords,  and  as  much  appre- 
4  henfive  of  the  dangers  to  which  we  may  be  expo- 
4  fed,  by  the  defigns  of  wicked  minifters,  as  any 
4  Lord  in  this  houfe,  and  (hall  always  be  for  ufing 
4  all  proper  precautions  againfl:  the  defigns  of  fuch. 

*  For  this  reafon  I  agreed  to  the  bringing  in  of  this 
4  bill  j  and  as  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  amendment 
6  now  offered,  will  not  derogate,  in  the  lead,  from 
«  its  efficacy  againfl  fuch  defigns,  therefore  I  can 
c  make  no  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  it ;  for  by  the 
'  bill,  when  amended  as  propofed,  it  will  be  impof- 
1  fible  for  any  minifter  to  incroach  upon  the  freedom 

*  of  our  elections,  by  means  of  the  army,  unlels  we 

*  fuppofe  all  the  officers  of  our  army  fo  abandoned, 
«  as  to  facrifice  their  honour,  their  confeience,  and 
'  their  country,  to  the  favour  of  a  minifter  ;  which 
4  is  a  fuppofition,  I  am  fure,  we  have  no  ground  to 
4  make  from  pad  experience  :  As  the  officers  of  our 
4  army  mufl:  always  be  fubjecls  of  Great-Britain, 
4  we  cannot  fuppofe  fuch  a  general  depravity  of 
4  manners  among  them,  without  fuppofing  the  lame 
4  depravity  among  all  other  ranks  of  men  in  this 
4  kingdom  •,  and  againil  fuch  a  depravity  it  is  im- 
4  poffible  to  provide  :  Minifters  will  always  have  it 
'  in  their  power  to  beftow  preferments  and  rewards, 
f  upon  judges  at  common  law3  as  well  as  upon  offi- 

6  cers 
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'  cers  of  the  army  ;  and  in  cafe  of  fuch  a  general 

*  depravity,  we  mud  fuppofe  the  former  infected 
4  with  it  as  well  as  the  latter ;  in  which  cafe,  the 
c  freedom  of  our  elections  would  be  no  better  fecu- 
«  red,  by  fubjecting  the  officers  to  a  trial  at  common 
4  law,  than  by  fubjecting  them  to  a  trial  before  a 
c  court  martial. 

c  'Tis  true,  my  Lords,  it  has  always  been  thought 
4  improper  to  have  regular  troops  in  any  place  where 

*  an  election  is  carrying  on  ;  and  in  this  general 

*  opinion  I  readily  join  ;  I  do  think  it  is  impro- 
«  per,  but  I  cannot  think  it  quite  fo  dangerous  as  it 
c  has,  in  this  debate,  been  reprefented  ;  for  really  I 

*  cannot  well  form  to  myfelf  an  idea  of  any  practi- 
'  ces  that  either  officer  or  foldier  could  be  guilty  of, 

*  for  over-awing,  or  incroaching  upon,  the  freedom 

*  of  an  election,  without  expofmg  themfelves  to  an 

*  indictment  upon  the  ftatute  of  Edward  the  firft.    I 

*  am  fure,  if  they  threatened  any  elector,  or,  by 
4  force,  prevented  any  elector  from  coming  to  give 

*  his  vote,  that  elector  would  be  a  good  evidence  for 

*  the  King ;  upon  his  fingle  oath,  a  bill  of  fndict- 

*  ment  would  probably  be  found  by  the  grand  jury  *, 
c  and  I  do  not  know  but  upon  his  fingle  evidence, 
4  if  corroborated  with  any  circumftances,  they  might 

*  be  found  guilty  upon  the  trial ;  fo  that  I  am  apt 
c  to  believe,  it  would  be  impoffible  for  the  officers 
c  or  foldiers,  to  make  ufe  of  any  fuch  practices,  as 
c  would  be  effectual  for  over-awing,  or  giving  a  turn 
c  to  an  election,  without  expofing  themfelves  to  a 

*  certain  danger,  not  only  of  being  profecuted,  but 
!  of  being  convicted  at  common  law,  upon  the  fta- 

*  tute  I  have  mentioned  ;  and  therefore,  unlefs  we 

*  fuppofe  a  minifter  to  have  the  direction  of  our 
c  courts  of  law,  as  well  as  of  our  courts  martial, 

*  I  doubt  much  if  he  could  prevail  upon  many  of- 

*  ficers  to  join  with  him.  in  over-awing  or  incroach- 
c  ing  upon  the  freedom  of  our  elections . 

4  That 
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'  That  the  bill  now  before  us,  or  the  amendment 
4  propofcd,  fhould  in  the  leaft  derogate  from  the 
1  ftatute  of  Edward  the  firft,  is  what  I  cannot,  my 
\  Lords,  apprehend  :  If  an  officer  difobeys  the  or- 
L  dersofthe  Secretary  at  War,  and  remains  in,  or  re- 
1  turns  to,  any  town,  during  the  time  of  an  elec- 

*  tion,  he  is,  for  fuch  difobedience,  to  be  tried  by  a 

*  court  martial  ;  but  for  any  incroachment  upon  the 

4  freedom  of  an  election,  he  is  not  furely  to  be  tried 
'  by  a  court  martial  -,  and  therefore  no  trial  by  a 
1  court  martial  can  ever  be  pleaded  in  bar,  to  an  in- 
'  dictment  upon  the  ftatute  of  Edward  the  firft. 
'  By  that  ftatute,  he  may  ftill  be  tried  at  common 

*  law,  if  he  openly  incroaches  upon  the  freedom  of 
c  any  election ;  and  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  when 
'  amended  as  propofed,  he  may  be  tried  by  a  court 
c  martial,  and  feverely  punifhed,  if  he  keeps  the 
'  troops  in  the  town,  or  returns  to  the  town  where 
<  an  election  is  carrying  on,  without  a  very  immedi- 

5  ate  neceffity  for  his  fo  doing:  By  thefe  two  methods^ 
\  I  think,  the  freedom  of  our  elections  will  be  fuffici- 
\  ently  fecured,  againft  all  incroachments  from  our 
4  army  -,  and  therefore  I  fhall  be  for  agreeing  to  the 

*  amendment  propofed. 

The  queftion  being  then  put  for  agreeing  to  the  Queftion, 
amendment,  it  was,  upon  a  divifion,  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  by  70  to  %$. 

The  motion  for  the  amendment,  was  made  by  Speaker 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  fupported  by  the  Earl 
of  Cholmondeley,  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  the  Lord 
Hardwick,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor :  It  was  oppo- 
fed  by  the  Earl  of  Aylesford,  the  Earl  of  Abingdon, 
the  Earl  of  Anglefea,  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  the 
Earl  of  Scarborough,  the  Lord  Onflow,  the  Earl 
of  Winchclfea,  the  Lord  Batburft^  and  the  Lord 
Carteret, 

At 
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Motion  for  ^t  ]aft  ^p  preamble  of  the  faid  bill  was  read  (the 
S^oTnent.  preamble  being  always  the  lafl  part  of  the  bill  which 
is  read  in  the  committee  upon  the  bill)  and  a  motion 
was  made,  that  thefe  words,  viz.  '  To  the  end 
<  therefore  that  the  fame  may  be  fafely  tranfmitted 
'  to  pofterity,  and  for  the  avoiding  any  inconveni- 
c  ences  that  may  arife  thereunto,  from  any  regi- 
c  ment,  troop,  or  company,  or  any  number  of  fol- 

*  diers,  which  fhall  be  quartered  or  billeted  within 

*  any  city,  borough,  town  or  place,  where  any 
«  election  of  member  or  members  to  ferve  in  Parlia- 
■'  ment,  or  of  the  fixteen  Peers  to  reprefent  the  Peer- 

*  age  of  Scotland  in  Parliament,  or  of  any  of  them, 
4  mall  be  appointed  to  be  made,'  fhould  be  left 
out ;  and  that,  inftead  of  them,  thefe  words,  viz. 

*  That  it  hath  been  the  conftant  ufage  and  pra&ice, 
1  to  cauie  any  number  of  foldiers,  quartered  in  any 

*  place  appointed  for  electing  members  to  ferve  in 
4  Parliament,  to  remove  out  of  the  fame  during  the 

*  time  of  election,'  mould  be  fubftituted. 

Upon  this  motion  there  was  another  debate,  in 
which  the  argument  for  the  motion  was  in  fubitance 
thus,  viz. 

Ailment  «  My  Lords,  I  have  joined  heartily  with  your 
c  Lordfhips,  in  every  ftep  that  has  been  taken,  to- 
4  wards  the  bringing  in  and  palling  the  bill  now  be- 
c  fore  us,  and  mail  be  ready  to  join  in  every  future 
'  ftep,  that  may  be  neceflary  for  completing  fo 
e  good  a  work  •,  but,  my  Lords,  there  is  one  con- 

*  fideration  that  has  all  along  given  me  a  good  deal 
c.  of  concern  ;  and  the  prefent  I  take  to  be  the  pro- 
c  per  time  for  explaining  myfelf  to  your  Lordfhips, 

*  and  for  offering  fomething  to  obviate  the  only  in- 

*  convenience  that  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
c  bill,  as  it  now  Hands.  It  is  an  opinion,  my  Lords, 
4  that  almoft  univerfally  prevails  without  doors,  that 
-  no  bill  of  this  nature  is  ever  brought  into  Parlia- 

6  ment. 
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*  ment,  much  lets  pallid  into  a  law,  but  for  reme- 
4  dying  fame  grievance  that  has  been  ilk  and  com- 
4  plained  of.  'Tis  true  your  Lordfhips  may,  and 
4  do  often,  from  your  pru  ce  and  tore  fight,  order 
4  bills  to  be  brought  in,  and  pais  laws  for  the  pre- 
4  venting  of  grievances  in  time  to  come,  though  no 
c  fuch  grievance  has  before  been  felt  or  complained 
4  of-,  but  thofe  who  are  not  acquainted  with  your 
4  method  of  proceeding  in  this  refpec!  •,  thofe  who 

*  are  unacquainted  with  the  motives,  which  may 
4  have  induced  you  to  bring  in  or  pais  any  fuch 
4  bill ;  are  always  more  apt  to  impute  it  to  your ex- 
4  perience,  in  times  pad,  than  to  your  precaution  for 
4  time  to  come  :  This  confideration  has,  all  along, 
4  given  me  great  concern  •,  I  am  afraid  that  evii- 
4  minded  people  may,  from  ourpafling  of  this  bill, 
4  take  occafion  to  throw  unjuft  reflexions  upon  his 
4  Majefly's  government,  as  if  fome  ufe  had  lately 
4  been  made  of  the  troops,  for  over-awing  or  in- 
4  croaching  upon  the  freedom  of  elections  •,  and  as 
4  there  is  dill  a  party  in  the  kingdom,  difaffecled  to 
4  his  Majefty  and  his  family,  it  is  not  to  be  doubc- 
4  ed  but  that  they  will  make  ufe  of  this  handle,  for 
4  fowing  jealoufies  and  fears  among  his  Majefly's  bell 
4  fubjects. 

4  This  confideration,  my  Lords,  weighty  as  it 

4  is,  ought  not  to  prevent  ourpafTing  fo  good  a  bill ; 

*  but  I  think  we  ought  to  take  all  poflible  precauti- 
4  ons  to  prevent  fuch  a  fatal  confequence  ;  and  this, 
4  I  think,  can  only  be  done,  by  leaving  out  fome 
4  of  the  words  in  the  preamble,  and  inferting  others 
4  in  their  flead,  as  I  mall  immediately  propoie. 
4  Your  Lordfhips  all  know,  that  the  bringing  in  of 
4  this  bill,  was  not  occafioned  by  a  complaint  againft 
4  any  ufe  that  has  lately  been  made  of  the  regular 
4  troops ;  your  Lordfhips  muft  be  all  fenfible,  that 
4  his  Majefty's  wifdom  and  goodnefs  is  fuch,  that 
4  he  would,  by  no  means,  permit  any  of  his  troop.; 
6  to  be  made  ufe  of,  for  over- awing  or  incroaching 

4  upon 
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*  upon  the  freedom  of  any  election  ;  and  therefore, 
c  to  fatisfy  the  people,  and  to  prevent  his  Majefty  *s 
'  enemies  from  getting  any  pretence,  for  throwing 

*  reproaches  upon  his  government,  I  hope  your 
c  Lordfhips  will  agree  to  this  amendment  in  the 
«  preamble,  that  thefe  words,  To,  65V.'  (moved  as 
beforementioned.) 

The  anfwer  was  to  this  effect,  viz. 

Anfwer.  «  As  I  have,  my  Lords,  as  firm  an  attachment 

c  to  his  Majefty,  and  the  prefent  happy  eftablifh- 

*  ment,  as  any  man  in  the  kingdom,  I  can  never 
c  hear  his  Majefty's  name  or  his  government  brought 
c  into  any  debate  without  the  utmoft  concern  ;  and 

*  it  has  of  late  become  fo  cuflomary,  to  bring  the 
6  facred  name  of  the  King  into  every  debate,  that  I 
6  wifh  there  were  fome  order  or  fome  regulation 

*  made,  for  preventing  the  practice  in  time  to  com?. 
'  Shall  we  never  find  fault  with  any  meafure  taken 
6  by  minifters ;  mail  we  never  propofe  any  regula- 

*  tion  for  preferving  our  liberties,  againft  any  future 

*  wicked  adminiftration,  but  we  muft  be  told,  it 
c  will  reflect  upon  his  Majefty  and  his  government  ? 

*  My  Lords,  we  are,  upon  all  occafions,  to  diftin- 
4  guifh  between  the  King  and  his  minifters ;  between 

*  the  King's  government  and  the  minifters  admini- 

*  ftration  :  His  Majefty  and  his  government  are  fo 

*  facred,  they  can  never  be  the  fubject  of  any  of  our 

*  debates,  and  therefore  ought  never  to  be  mention- 
'  ed  ;  but  the  minifters  and  their   adminiftration, 

*  may  often  deferve  our  moil  fevere  animadverfions: 
c  This  diftinction,  my  Lords,  is  not  only  known  in 
c  this  houfe,  but  is  known  to  all  the  people  of  the 

*  kingdom ;  and  therefore,  whatever  furmiles  may 

*  be  raifed,  whether  juft  or  unjuft,  they  can  never 

*  affect  his  Majefty  or  his  government ;  becaufe,  if 
c  any  thing  has  actually  been  done,  which  ought  not 

*  to  be  done,  every  man  muft  fuppofe  it  was  done 

2  4  without 


A.  1735.  DEBATES.  127 

4  without  his  Majefty's  knowledge,  and  will  never 

*  meet  with  his  approbation. 

4  With  regard  to  his  Ma  jelly  then,  my  Lords,  or 
4  his  government,  your  Lordfhips  have  no  manner 
4  of  reafon  to  be  under  any  concern,  about  the  con- 
4  fequences  of  this  bill,  or  to  alter  or  add  any  words 
1  for  preventing  any  confequences  it  can  be  attended 

*  with.  As  to  the  minifters  adminiftration,  indeed, 
4  I  do  not  know  but  this  bill  may  occafion  fome  fur- 
1  miles  that  may  afreet  them,  and  it  is  impofiible  to 

*  prevent  fuch  •,  for  the  very  bringing  in  of  this  bill, 
4  will  certainly  give  ground  to  fuppofe  that  fome  ir- 

*  regular  ufe  has  lately  been  made  of  the  troops, 
4  with  refpecl  to  elections.  I  mail  agree  with  the 
c  noble  Lords  of  the  other  fide  of  the  queflion,  in 
4  this,  that  it  is  the  general  opinion,  that  fuch  bills 
4  are  feldom  brought  in,  but  for  remedying  fome 
4  grievance  that  has  been  felt  •,  nay,  I'll  go  farther, 
4  I  believe  there  is  a  great  deal  of  reafon  for  fuch  an 
4  opinion  •,  for  it  is  very  well  known,  that  when  any 
4  bill  is  offered  for  preventing  a  grievance,  one  of  the 
4  moil  powerful  arguments  made  ufe  of  againfl  it, 
4  by  a  certain  fort  of  men,  who  always  oppofe  fuch 
4  bills,  is,  that  fuch  a  grievance  was  never  yet  com- 
4  plained  of,  therefore  why  mould  you  apprehend 
4  it,  or  make  any  provifion  againfl  it?  And  this  ar- 
4  gument  is  generally  found  to  be  of  fuch  weight, 
4  that  people  feldom  venture  to  bring  in  or  propofe 
4  any  bill  for  preventing  a  grievance,  till  after  it  has 
4  been  feverely  felt,  and  generally,  as  well  as  loudly, 
4  complained  of.  As  this  is  generally  the  cafe,  I  do 
4  not  fee  how  it  is  poflible  to  prevent  fuch  furmifes 
'  againfl  the  adminiftration  •,  and  what  is  now  pro- 
c  pofed  to  be  inferted  by  the  noble  Duke,  will,  I 

*  am  afraid,  add  credit  to  fuch  furmifes  •,  for  the 
'  words  he  propofes  to  infert,  will  certainly  be  taken 
'  by  the  generality  of  people  without  doors,  as  in- 
c  ferted  by  the  minifters,  by  way  of  vindication;  and 

*  I  remember  an  old  faying,  which,  upon  this  occa- 

4  fion, 
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4  fion,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  repeat ;  Nefcio  quid  mall 
4  fecum  fert  expurgatio. 

4  For  this  reaion,  my  Lords,  the  words  propofed 
4  to  be  inferted,  can,  in  my  opinion,  no  way  con- 
4  tribute  to  the  vindication  of  the  miniflry  ;  and  as 
4  they  Teem  to  imply  a  compliment,  not  to  his  Ma- 
4  jelly's  government,  but  to  the  minifler's  admini- 

*  flration,  I  think  it  below  the  dignity  of  this  houfe 
4  to  pafs  fuch  a  compliment,  when  we  do  not  know 
4  whether  it  be  true  or  not  ;  for,  as  we  have  made 
4  no  inquiry  •,  as  not  the  leafl  proof  has  been  laid  be- 
4  fore  us  ;  we  cannot,  as  members  of  this  houfe,  de- 

*  clare  that  it  has  been  the  practice,  to  caufe  the  fol- 
4  diers,  quartered  in  any  place  appointed  for  elect- 
4  ing  members  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  to  remove 
4  out  of  the  fame,  during  the  time  of  election.  Nay, 
4  I  am  fure  we  cannot  with  any  juflice  fay,  it  has  been 
4  the  confiant  practice  ;  becaufe  it  has  been  lately  af- 
4  firmed  in  this  houfe,  by  perfons  of  great  authori- 
4  ty,  and  not  contradicted,  that  it  has  not  been  the 
4  confiant  practice;  and  therefore  I  hope,  even 
4  the  noble  Duke  himfclf  will  agree,  to  leave  the 
c  word  confiant  out  of  the  amendment  he  pro- 
4  pofes. 

4  But  now,  my  Lords,  I  come  to  the  words  pro- 
4  pofed  to  be  left  out  5  and  there,  indeed,  we  have 
4  reafon  to  apprehend  furmifes,  furmifes  of  the  mofl 
4  terrible  nature,  becaufe  they  will  not  only  affect 
4  the  adminiflration,  but  the  honour  of  this  houfe; 
4  when  the  people  hear  that  a  bill  was  brought  in  by 
4  the  learned  judges,  for  tranfmitting  fa:ely  to  our 
4  poflerity,  thofe  rights  and  privileges  we  received 
4  from  our  anceftors,  by  preventing  the  influence  of 
4  officers  and  foldiers  in  our  elections ;  and  when 
4  they  hear  that  we  firfl  flruck  out  the  claufe,  for 
4  fubjecting  officers  and  foldiers  to  a  trial  at  common 
4  law,  and  then  flruck  out  thofe  facred  words  in  the 
4  preamble,  will  they  not  naturally  furmife,  that  we 
4  flruck  that  claufe  out  of  the  bill,  and  thofe  words 
2  4  out 
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*  out  of  the  preamble,  on  purpofe  that  thofe  rights 

*  and    privileges,  which  we   received  from  our  an- 

■  ceftors,  might  not  be  tranfmitted  fafcly  to  our 
1  poilerity  P  Will  it  not  be  furmifed,  that  the  nccef- 
1  fity  for  inch  a  bill  was  fo  evident,  that  there  was 
4  no  withflanding  the  palling  of  fome  fort  of  bill, 
c  but  a  majority  of  this  houfe  had  taken  care  to  leave 

■  out  all  thole  words  and  claufes,  which  the  learned 
4  judges  thought  were  necefiary  for  making  it  effec- 
4  tual  ?  Thefe  are  furmifes,  my  Lords,  we  ought 
4  highly  to  regard  ;  and  coniidering  the  folemn 
4  manner  in  which  the  bill  was  brought  in,  confider- 
4  ing  the  character  of  thofe  who  prepared  it,  confi- 
4'  dering  the  importance  of  the  affair  it  relates  to,  we 
1  have  great  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  there  will  be 

*  fuch  furmifes. 

4  The  inferring  of  thefe  words  at  the  end  of  the 
4  preamble,  mews  the  care  and  concern  the  learned 

■  judges  have  for  the  prefervation  of  our  conftitution, 

*  and  looks  fomething  like  the  invocations  which, 
1  upon  all  fuch  occafions,  the  ancient  heathens  made 
4  ufe  off  towards  their  gods  •,  fo  that  there  really  feems 
&  to  be  fomething  facred  in  them,  and  I  cannot  but 
1  look  upon  it  as  a  fort  of  devotion,  when  I  argue 
6  againft  turning  fuch  facred  words  out  of  the  pre- 

*  amble  of  this  bill :  Thefe  words  are  no  way  incon- 
6  fiftent  with  the  compliment  propofed  to  be  infert- 
4  ed  •,  fo  that  if  your  Lordfhips  mould  agree  to 
f  make  this  compliment,  you  may,  neverthelefs, 
4  leave  the  other  words  (landing  as  they  are  :  I  can- 
4  not  really  form  to  myfelf  the  reafon  for  expunging 
4  them,  unlefs  it  be  to  fuppofe,  that  you  are  afraid 
4  of  giving  the  people  too  high  a  notion  of  their 
9  rights  and  privileges,  and  too  warm  an  affection 

*  for  them  ;  which  is  an   upprehenfion  I  am  fure 

*  none  of  your  Lordfhips  can  entertain  •,  and  there - 
4  fore  I  hope  the  noble  Duke   will  either  drop  his 

*  motion  wholly,  or  at  leaft  the  firft  part  of  it :  But 

*  if  he  infills  upon  the  whole,  it  ought  certainly  tp 
Vol.  XIII.  K  «  be 
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*  be  feparated,  becaufe  fome  Lords  may  be  for  in- 

*  ferting  the  words  propofed  to  be  inferted,  and 
4  againft  leaving  out  the  words  propofed  to  be  left 

*  out ;  and  other  Lords  may  perhaps  be  of  a  quite 

*  contrary  opinion.' 

To  this  it  was  replied  in  fubftance  as  follows, 

viz. 

Reply.  «  Whatever  there  may  be,  my  Lords,  in  that 

*  diftinction,  between  his  Majefty's  government  and 
■  the  adminiftration  of  his  minifters,  however  well 

*  it  may  be  underftood  in  this  houfe,  I  am  afraid  it 

*  is  not  fo  generally  underftood  without  doors  -,  and 

*  therefore  I  hope  your  Lordfhips  will  all  agree  with 

*  me  in  this,  that  it  can  be  of  no  fervice  to  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  or  to  his  government,  to  raife  groundlefs  and 

*  falfe  furmifes  againft  the  adminiftration  of  his  mi- 
4  nifters :  And  as  it  cannot  be  faid,  as  there  cannot 

*  be  the  leaft  pretence  for  faying,  that  ever  any 

*  election  was  over-awed  by  the  regular  troops,  there- 

*  fore  I  think  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  infert  in 
4  fuch  a  bill  as  this,  fome  words  for  preventing  any 
4  fuch  furmife  ;  and  I  muft  think,  that  no  words  can 
4  be  invented  more  proper  for  that  purpofe  than  thofe 
4  that  have  been  propofed.  There  may,  perhaps, 
4  have  been  one,  or  a  very  few  late  inftances,  where 
4  the  troops  did  not  remove  from  the  place  of  elec- 
4  tion  as  ufual ;  but  if  that  affair  were  enquired  into, 
4  it  would,  I  believe,  appear,  there  were  very  fuffi- 
4  cient  reafons  for  their  not  removing  •,  fuch  reafons 
4  as,  I  believe,  would  convince  every  Lord  of  this 
4  houfe,  that  it  would  be  of  the  moil  dangerous  con- 
4  fequencc  to  pafs  this  bill,  in  the  fhape  in  which  it 
4  was  brought  in.  However,  to  avoid  any  farther 
4  difpute  in  this  particular,  your  Lordfhips  may  leave 
4  the  word  confiant  out  of  the  amendment  that  has 
4  been  offered,  and  then,  I  hope,  that  part  of  the 
4  amendment  will  be  unanimously  agreed  to-,  for  to 

*  declare 
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1  declare  the  truth,  upon  any  occafion,  I  can  never 

*  take  to  be  what  is  properly  called  a  compliment, 

*  nor  can  I  take  fuch  a  declaration  to  be  below  the 

*  dignity  of  thishoufe,  efpecially  when  neceflary  fot 

*  preventing  unjuft  furmifes,  which,  it  mud,  at  lead, 

*  be  granted,  could  be  of  no  great  fcrvice  to  his  Ma- 
'  jetty  or  his  government. 

c  As  to  the  words  propofed  to  be  left  out,  I  take 

*  it,  my  Lords,  to  be  a  general  rule,  that  no  fuper- 

*  fluous  and  unnecefTary  words  ought  to  be  inferred 
c  in  any  bill  ;  for  the  fhorter  any  law  is,  it  is  cer- 

*  tainly  the  better,  providing  the  meaning  and  in- 
«  tention  of  the  law  be  fully  and  clearly  expreffed  5 

*  any  fuperfluous  and  unnecefTary  words,  inferted  ei- 
1  ther  in  the  preamble  or  in  any  of  its  claufes,  ferve 
c  only  to  confound  the  true  meaning  and  intention 

*  of  the  law,  and  to  raife  doubts  and  difficulties* 
'  when  it  comes  afterwards  to  be  applied  to  any  par- 
1  ticular  cafe  that  may  occur.     Of  this  nature  I  take 

*  thofe  words  to  be,  which  are  now  propofed  to  be 

*  \dt  out :  I  look  upon  them  as  altogether  unnecef- 

*  fary  and  fuperfluous ;  for  the  end  and  intention  of 
1  the  bili,  appears  fully  and  clearly  in  every  claufe 
'  of  it  ;  and  therefore  it  is  very  unnecefTary  to  de- 

*  clare  in  the  preamble,  for  what  end  it  was  propofed 
<  or  pailed:  This,  my  Lords,  I  take  to  be  the  true 

*  and  the  only  reafon,  for  moving  to  have  thofe 
i  words  left  out  •,  and  the  reafon  is  fo  ftrong  and  Co 

*  obvious,  that  I  think  it  impofTible  the  leaving  them 

*  out  mould  occafion  any  unjuft  reflections  againft 

*  the  adminiftration,  or  againft  the  honour  of  this 

*  houfe ;  and,  as   the  reafon  for  inferting  the  other 

*  words,  is  as  evident  as  the  reafon  for  leaving  thefe 

*  out,  I  think  there  is  no  occafion  for  feparating  the 

*  two  parts  of  the  queftion  5  being  convinced  that  all 

*  thofe  who  are  againft  any  one  part  of  it,  will  be 
4  againft  the  whole ;  as,  on  the  contrary,   that  all 

*  thofe  who  are  for  any  one  part,  will  be  for  the 

*  whole,  as  it  .now  ftands.* 

K  2  Afctr 
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Quefiion.         After  this,  it  being  agreed  to  leave  the  word  con- 

ft  ant  out  of  the  amendment,  the  queftion   was  put 

upon  the  amendment  fo  amended,  which,  upon  a 

divifion,   was  carried   in  the  affirmative,  by  64  to 

28. 

Speakers.  The  motion  for  this  amendment  was  made  by  the 

Duke  of  Newcaftle  ;  and  fupported  by  the  Earls  of 
Cholmondeley  and  CarliJIe.  The  fpeakers  agarnft  it, 
were,  the  Earl  of  Aylesford,  the  Earl  of  Anglefea, 
the  Earl  of  Ckefterfield,  the  Lord  Bathurft,  and  the 
Lord  Carteret. 

Reported.  Next  day  the  Lord  Delawar  reported  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  the  amendments  made 
by  them  to  the  faid  bill  ;  and  the  fame  being  read  by 
the  clerk,  the  Earl  of  /Jylesford  moved,  for  recom- 
mitting the  bill  •,  upon  which  the  queftion  was  put  •, 
but,  upon  a  divifion  it  was  carried  in  the  negative, 
by  61  to  ^Z- 

Then  the  firft  amendment  was  read  a  fecond 
time,  which  was  to  leave  out  the  latter  part  of  the 
preamble,  and  to  fubftitute  words  inflead  thereof, 
reciting,  '  That  it  hath  been  the  ufage  and  practice, 
'  to  caufe  any  number  of  foldiers,  quartered  in  any 
&  place  appointed  for  electing  members  to  ferve  in 
*  Parliament,  to  remove  cut  of  the  fame  during  the 
4  time  of  election,'  as  before  mentioned. 

Which  being  objected  to,  after  iome  new  debate, 
the  queftion  was  put,  Whether  to  agree  with  the 
committee  in  the  faid  amendment? 

It  was  refclved  in  the  affirmative,  Content  61,  Not 
Content  33. 

Diffentient. 
Protcft  re.        r    Becaufe  we  conceive  thefe  words,  (To  the  end 

lating  to  the      .  -  7  .      r  .  -     .         > 

biii&rregtt-  taerejore,  that  thejame  may  be  Jafely  transmitted  topo- 

hting  quar-  fterjty,  and  for  the  avoiding  any  inconvenience  that  may 

arife  thereunto  from  any  regiment,  troop,  or  company,, 

or  any  number  of  foldiers,  which  Jhall  be  quartered  or 

billettcd  within  any  city,  borough,  town  or  place,where 

2  any 
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any  election  of  member  or  members  to  fcrve  in  Parti  a- 
ment,  or  of  the  fix  teen  Peers  to  reprefent  the  Peerage 
0/ Scotland  in  Parliament,  or  of  any  of  them,  fl:all  be 
appointed  to  be  made)  extremely  proper  in  a  bill,  cal- 
culated to  preserve  to  us  and  our  pofterity  the  enjoy- 
ment of  our  liberties,  by  fecuring  the  freedom  of 
elections-,  befides  that,  in  our  opinion,  it  feems  very 
extraordinary  to  leave  out  words  that  fmgly  intimate 
our  defire  of  tranlmitting  to  poilerity5  the  liberties 
we  enjoy  ourfelves. 

2.  Becaufe  we  cannot  conceive,  that  there  was 
any  weight  in  the  argument  urged  for  omitting  thefe 
words,  viz.  That  they  carried  an  imputation,  that 
fome  facts  had  been  committed  contrary  to  the  free- 
dom of  elections,  which  this  bill  was  to  prevent  for 
the  future  :  Whereas,  in  our  opinion,  it  is  fo  much 
the  contrary,  that  we  think  the  leaving  out  thefe 
words,  the  natural  importance  of  which  carry  no 
imputation  at  all,  may  poflibly  be  conftrued,  as  a 
confeioufnefs  of  fome  irregular  ufe  made  of  troops  at 
elections,  which,  it  might  be  apprehended,  thele 
words  might  point  out,  efpecially  fince  reports  of 
that  nature  have  of  late  been  fpread,  whether' well 
grounded  or  not,  we  do  not  take  upon  ourfelves  to 
determine. 

Denbigh,  Clinton,  Ker, 

Chefterfield,  Berkfhire,  Bridgwater, 

Litchfield,  Craven,  Angle  fey,  ■ 

Bolton,  Huntington,  Gower, 

Thanet,  Cobham,  Foley, 

Carteret,  Bathurft,  Winchelfea 

Beaufort,  Shaftfbury,  and 

R.  Lincoln'  Boyle,  Nottingham* 

Coventry,  Montjoy,  Haver/loam. 

The  three  next  amendments  were  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  icverally  agreed  to. 

K  3  Thca 
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Then  the  fifth  amendment  was  read  a  fecond  time, 
being  to  leave  out  thefe  words,  viz.  *  And  every 
?  fuch  regiment,  troop  or  company,  or  other  num- 
c  berof  foldiers  as  aforefaid,  fhall,  upon  the  receipt 
'  ^of  fuch  orders,  march.' 

Propofed  to  agree  with  the  committee  in  the  faid 
amendments. 

Which  being  objected  to,  after  debate,  the  queftion 
was  put  upon  the  faid  propofition,  and  it  was  refolv- 
ed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  next  amendment  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and 
agreed  to. 

Then  the  next  amendment  was  read  a  fecond  time, 
being  to  leave  out  the  fecond  enacting  claufe,  which 
was,  to  inflict  penalties  and  punifhments  on  officers 
and  foldiers,  who  mould  refufe  or  neglect  to  remove 
out  of  places,  at  the  time  of  elections,  and  to  fubfti- 
tute  words,  inflicting  punifhments  on  the  Secretary  at 
War,  in  cafe  he  negle&s  to  iflue  orders  for  fuch  re- 
moval. 

And  it  being  propofed  to  agree  with  the  commit- 
tee in  that  amendment. 

After  fome  new  debate,  the  queftion  was  put  there- 
upon. 

And  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative.  Content  64, 
Not  Content  33. 

DiJJentient* 
2ft°reiaPting      r'  Becaufe  we  conceive,  that  the  leaving  out  this 
to  the  bin  claufe,  is,  in  reality,  defeating  the  effect  and  inten- 

fc^Sta*  tion  of  the  whole  bil1  >  a  bil1  thought  r°  neceffary  by 
the  whole  houfe,  that  the  learned  judges  were  unani- 
moufly  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  it  in,  in  lieu 
of  a  claufe  to  the  fame  purpofe,  offered  to  be  infert- 
ed  in  the  annual  aft  to  -prevent  mutiny  and  defertion. 

2.  Becaufe  we  think  it  much  more  neceffary,  that 
pfficers  and  foldiers  mould  be  fubject  to  be  tried  by 
the  civil  power,  for  an  offence  of  this  high  nature, 

againft 
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againft  the  conftitution  in  general,  than  for  quarter- 
ing a  man  contrary  to  the  method  prefcribed  by  the 
act  to  prevent  mutiny  and  defertion  ;  for  which  crime 
they  are,  at  prefent,  liable  to  be  tried  and  cafhiered 
by  the  civil  magiftrate. 

3.  Becaufe  we  conceive,  that  this  offence  being  an 
offence  of  the  higheft  nature  againft  the  civil  govern- 
ment, is  properly  cognizable  by  the  civil  magi- 
ftrate only,  and  moft  improperly  referved  to  the  de- 
termination of  a  court  martial.  Offences  againft  mi- 
litary difcipline  are  juftly  referved  for  the  decifion  of 
a  court-martial,  as  confiding  of  perfons  of  the  fame 
profeflion,  and  confequently  the  propereft  judges ; 
and,  by  a  parity  of  reafoning,  we  conceive  the  ci- 
vil magiftrate  the  fitted  judge  of  civil  offences.  We 
cannot  therefore  but  fear,  that  a  court-martial  may 
confift  of  perfons  who  may  be  at  leaft  ignorant,  and, 
poflibly  hafty  and  partial  judges  of  the  merits  of  an 
election. 

4.  Becaufe  the  intention  of  the  bill  being  to  pre- 
vent any  infults  from  troops  during  the  time  of  elec- 
tions, we  ffiould  provide  againft  all  poflible  dangers  ; 
and  tho'  during  his  Majefty's  reign,  we  apprehend 
no  ill  ufe  will  be  made  of  the  troops  -,  yet,  in  fu- 
ture time,  minifters  may  prevail,  whofe  unpopular 
and  detefted  adminiftration  may  leave  them  no  hopes 
of  fecurity  from  a  free-elected  Parliament,  and  re- 
duce them  to  the  violent  and  illegal  method  of 
employing  thofe  troops,  kept  up  by  the  corruption 
of  one  Parliament,  in  the  forcible  election,  or  rather, 
nomination  of  another  :  In  which  cafe,  no  remedy 
can  be  hoped  for  againft  officers  fo  offending, 
fince,  as  the  act  now  ftands,  they  can  only  be 
tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  a  court-martial  can 
only  be  appointed  by  the  crown ;  and,  confe- 
quently, the  fame  wicked  minifter,  who  may  here- 
after advife  fuch  an  attempt  upon  our  conftitution, 

K  4  will 
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will  not  be  likely  to  permit  his  guilty  agents  to  fuf- 
fer,  but  the  merits  of  their  crime  will  curry  impu- 
nity along  with  it. 

5.  Becaufc  we  cannot  conceive  that  the  argu- 
ments drawn  from  a  poffibility  of  a  riot  at  an  elec- 
tion, or  of  a  rebellion  or  invafion  during  the  time 
of  election,  wherein  the  afliilance  of  military  pow- 
er may  be  riecefTary,  were  in  any  degree  fufficient 
to  induce  the  houfe  to  leave  out  this  claufe  •■>  fince, 
in  the  cafe  of  a  riot,  the  civil  magiftrate  is  alrea- 
dy armed  with  a  rigorous  penal  law,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  riot  otl ;  and  in  the  cafe  of  a  rebellion 
or  invafion,  it  is  well  known,  that  this  and  all  other 
laws  would  be  fllent.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
we  apprehend  great  inconveniences  may  arife,  if 
troops  have  liberty  to  march  into  towns  during  the 
time  of  elections,  at  the  requifition  of  a  partial  and 
corrupted  civil  magiftrate,  who  may  call  a  majori- 
ty he  diflikes,  a  tumult,  and  fupply  with  force,  the 
want  of  intereft  of  an  unknown  and  unqualified  can- 
didate ;  by  which  means  the  voice  of  the  people  may 
be  drowned  in  the  noife  of  arms. 

6.  Becaufe  we  apprehend,  that  a  very  injurious  and 
dangerous  conftruclion  may,  by  malicious  people 
(too  fpecioufiy)  be  put  upon  the  leaving  out  of  this 
claufe  •,  that  although  the  unpopularity  of  rejecting 
the  bill  itfelf  could  not  be  withftood,  yet  the  elu- 
ding and  enervating  the  efficacy  of  it  had  been  di- 
rectly brought  about :  Which  fuppofition,  however 
groundleis,  may  give  great  uneafinefs  and  appre- 
henfion  to  many  of  his  Majefty*s  good  fubjects,  and 
jnay  bring  very  great  unpopularity  upon  the  ad- 
miniftration.  An  evil !  by  all  poflible  means  to 
be  prevented  *,  fince  hate  begets  hate,  and  an  ad- 
miniftration,  become  unpopular,  will  foon  become 
defperate,  and  may  endeavour  to   ftrengthen  their 

crazy 
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crazy  and  rotten  foundation,    by  tearing   away,    for 

their  own  ufe,  the  corner  (tones  of  the  liberty  of  the 

people. 
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Chefterfield, 

Bridgewatcr, 

Beaufort^ 

Clinton^ 

Bolton  j 

Batbttrft9 

Ker, 

Craven, 

R.  Lincoln* 

Denbigh^ 

Thanet, 

Shaftejbury, 

Coven  try \ 

Huntington, 

Boyle, 

Montjoy, 

Carteret, 

Winchelfea, 

Litchfield, 

Cobham, 

Haverjham, 

Berkjhire9 

We  differ  for  the  above-mentioned  reaions,  except 
the  third. 


Anglefey, 


Gower, 


Foley. 


ON  Friday  the  25th  of  April,  the  bill  for  grant-  saitbiiircad 
ing  and  continuing  the  duties  upon  fait,  and  atiiiaitinie* 
upon  red  and  white  herrings,  for  a  ternv  therein 
mentioned,  was  read  a  third  time  in  the  houfe  of 
Lords,  and  a  motion  being  made  for  palTing  the 
bill,  the  Lord  Bathurfi  flood  up  and  fpoke  to  this 
eiTecl,  viz. 


*  My  Lords,  tho*  the  arguments  againft  this  du-  Lord  Ar- 
ty, and  againft  this  definitive  method  of  raifing  **£? 
money,   were  fo  fully  ftated  and  explained  when  S^Stit. 
this  duty  was  laft  revived,  that  nothing  now   can 
be  faid  upon  the  fubject  *  •,    yet  as  there  are  now 
feveral  Lords  in  this  houfe  who  were  not  here  at 
that  time,   I  muft  beg  leave  to  repeat  one  of  the 
arguments  then  made  uie  of,  and  which  is,  I  think, 
now  ftronger  in  feveral  refpe&s  than  it  was  at  that 
time.     Figures,    my  Lords,   are  ftubborn  things, 
there  is  no  twifting  them  into  any  fhape   but  that 


•  See  Vol,  X.  Page  291. 
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4  which  is  natural  and  right ;  and  fome  Fads  are  fo 

4  evident  and  fo  notorioufly  known,  that  they  can- 

c  not  be  denied  or  controverted.     From  thefe,  my 

*  Lords,  it  mufl  appear  to  every  man  who  under- 

4  flands  the  common  rules  of  addition,  that  the  na- 

5  tion  mull,  in  nine  years,  pay  near  800,000/.  for 
4  the  500,000/.  which  by  this  bill  is  to  be  raifed  for 

*  the  current  fervice  of  the  prefent  year  :  For  as  this 

*  fum  of  500,000/.  is  to  be  immediately  borrowed 
4  at  an  interefl  of  4  per  cent,  we  muft  pay  the  in- 
€  terefl  upon  that  whole  fum,  or  very  near  it,  for 

*  nine  years,  which  is  an  additional  fum  the  nation 

6  mufl  at  lafl  pay,  amounting  to  near  180,000/. 

*  Then,  my  Lords,  the  expence  of  raifing  and  col- 

*  letting  this  tax  for  four  years  longer,  muft  like- 

*  wife  be  all  paid  by  the  nation,  and  this  will 
4  amount  to  at  leafl  120,000/.  more;  for,  accord- 

*  ing  to  the  lowefl  computation,  the  expence  of  col- 

*  Jedll'.g  this  duty  has  always  been  reckoned  at 

*  25,000/.  per  annum,  for  England,  and  5000 /.  per 
4  annum,  for  Scotland-,  this  amounts  to  a  yearly  fum 

*  of  30,000/.  which  in  four  years  amounts,  as  I 

*  have  faid,  to  the  fum  of  120,000/.     Thus,  my 

*  Lords,  from  figures  and  facls  it  is  plain,  that  for 

*  the  500,000/.  now  to  be  borrowed,  the  nation 
4  mufl,  in  nine  years,  pay   500,000/.  for  princi- 

*  pal,  near   180,000/.  for   intereft,  and  120,000/. 

*  for  charges  in  collecting,  being  in  all  800,000/. 

4  We  have  heard  it,  my  Lords,  flrongly  incul- 

*  cated,  both  this  fefiion  and  lafl,  that  upon  the  pre- 

*  fent  emergency  we  ought  to  endeavour  to  give  fo- 

*  reign  powers  great  ideas  of  the  wealth  and  the 

*  flrength  of  this  narion,  and  of  our  readinefs  to  en- 

*  gage  in  the  war,  in  cafe  we  mould  at  any  time 

*  hereafter  find  it  nccefiary  fo  to  do.  This,  we  have 
4  been  told,  would  oblige  them  to  let  bounds  to  their 
c  ambitions  views,  and  give  ear  to  thofe  reafonable 
c  terms  of  peace  which  his  Majefly  was  to  propofe: 
4  But  when  it  isfpread  abroad,  that  now,  in  a  time 

*  of 
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4  of  peace,  in  a  time  of  profound  tranquillity,  we 
4  are  borrowing  money  at  the  rate  of  60  per  cent. 

*  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year  •,  will  any  power 
1  on  earth  imagine,  that  we  have  any   wealth  or 

*  power  left,  or  that  we  dare  engage  in  an  expenfive 
4  and  dangerous  war  ?  Surely,  my  Lords,  we  mud 
4  admit,  that  there  is  fome  fort  of  parallel  between 

*  thecircumftances  of  a  nation,  and  thofe  of  a  pri- 
4  vate  man  \  and  I  fubmit  to  your  Lordfhips,  if  you 
4  would  not  look  upon  a  man  in  private  life  as  a 
■  bankrupt,  if  he  mould  attempt  to  borrow  money 
4  at  a  premium  of  60  per  cent.  Therefore  I  muft 
4  conclude,  that  the  powers  now  engaged  in  war  will, 
4  from  the  very  cafe  now  before  us,  look  upon  this 

*  nation  as  bankrupt,  and  will  reckon  us  as  unfit  for 
4  engaging  in  a  heavy  war,  as  a  bankrupt  in  private 
4  life  would  be  for  commencing  an  expenfive  law- 
4  fuit :  And  whether  fuch  an  opinion  can  contribute 
4  towards  obliging  the  powers  engaged  in  war  to  let 
4  bounds  to  any  of  their  ambitious  views,  or  to*  give 
4  ear  to  the  reafonable  terms  of  peace,  which  his  Ma- 
4  jefty  is  to  propofe,  I  leave  to  your  Lordihips  to 
4  judge  ? 

To  this  no  anfwer  was  made,  but  the  queftion  cal- 
led for,  which  being  accordingly  put,  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative  without  a  divifion. 

IMmediately  after  this  bill  was  pafTed,  the  bill  for  Motion  for 
enabling  his  Majefty  to  apply  the  fum  of  one  mil-  ^Tng  fund 
lion  out  of  the  finking  fund,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  t>iii,withthe 
1735,  was  (according  to  order)  read  a  third  time,  £batcuP°n 
and  a  motion  made  lor  its  being  pafTed,   which  be- 
ing oppofed,   there  enfued  a  long  debate,  in  which 
the  arguments  againft  the  bill  were  to  this  effect. 
viz. 

4  I  have  often,  my  Lords,  heard  it  made  ufe  of  Argument 
>  in  this  houfe,  as  an  argument  for  our  agreeing  to  agamft  xt' 

4  what 
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*  what  was  then  before  us,  that  it  would  ftrengthen 
4  his  Majefty's  hands,   and  add  to    the    credit   and 

*  efteem  of  the  nation  among  foreigners.  This,  my 
4  Lords,  is  an  argument  that,  when  properly  appli- 
«  ed,  will  always  have  great  weight  with  me  -,  and  I 

*  think  it  never  was,  nor  ever  can  be  more  properly 

*  applied,  than  againfl  our  agreeing  to  pafs  this  bill. 
4  Hitherto,  or  at  lead,  till  within  this  year  or  two, 
4  the  credit  and  the  public  faith  of  this  nation  have 

*  always  been  in  great  efteem  among  foreigners,  be- 
6  caufe  they  faw  we  had  not  only  a  power  to  pay  off 

*  honourably,  all  the  debts  we  contracted  during  the 
«  laft  heavy  war,  but  that  we  had  the  wifdom  and 
4  the  will  to  do  fo  -,    and  had  actually  fet  apart  a 

*  confiderable  and  a  growing  fund  for  that  honeft 

*  purpofe :  This  our  friends  obferved  with  pleafure, 

*  becaufe  from  thence  they  took  us  to  be  in  a  flou- 
4  rifhing  condition,  and  expected  we  would  foon 
«  be  free  of  all  former  debts,  and  confequently, 
4  would  foon  be  in  a  condition  of  giving  them  the 
■  fame  powerful  affiftance  we  had  given  them  in  the 
4  laft  war,  in  cafe  they  mould,  at  any  time,   be  un- 

*  juftly  attacked  :  This  our  enemies  looked  on  with 

*  envy,  with  dread,  and  with  awe,  becaufe  they  faw 
4  we  were  in  a  condition  to  revenge  any  infults  they 

*  mould  offer,  and  to  give  a  check  to  their  ambi- 
4  tious  projects :  But  the  bill  we  have  juft  now  paf- 
4  fed,  and  the  bill  now  before  us,  will  quite  change 
4  the  fcene :  To  fee  us  in  the  time  of  a  profound 
4  peace,  not  only  continuing,  but  mortgaging  one 
4  of  the  heavieft  and  mod  dangerous  taxes  under 
4  which  our  people  groan ;    to  fee  us  laying  vio- 

*  lent  hands  upon  that  facred  fund  which  has  been 
i  fet  a-part  for  the  payment  of  our  debts,  which 
4  ftands  actually  mortgaged  to  the  public  creditors, 
4  will  make  the  whole  world  believe  that  the  nation 
4  is  reduced  to  the  loweft  ebb  :  This  will  of  courfe 
4  transfer  the  pleafure  from  our  friends  to  our  ene- 

-   mies :    The  former  may,  perhaps,  pity  and   be-- 

4  moan 
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c  moan,  but  the  latter  will  molt  heartily  defpife  and 
4  contemn  us. 

4  My  Lords,  when  the  finking  fund  firft  began 
4  to  be  nibbled  at,  I  was  afraid  of  the  confequerce, 
4  and  I  foretold  what  has  now  come  to  pafs.  I  fore- 
4  told,  that  the  next  ftep  would   be  to  apply   the 

*  whole  to  the  current  fervice  of  the  year,  and  I  am 
c  afraid,  there  are  fome  among  us,  who  already  be- 
4  gin  to  think  of  making  it  a  building  inftead  of  a 

*  finking  fund  -,  I  am  afraid,  there  are  fome  who 
4  have  already  formed  a  project,  of  making  it  a 
8  fund  for  contracting  new  debts,  inftead  of  being  a 
4  fund  for  paying  off  the  old  ;  and  this  I  am  the 
4  more  afraid  of,    bccaufe  of  the  new  doctrine  we 

*  have  heard  advanced   in  this  houfe,  that  the  pub* 

*  lie  creditors  have  no  manner  of  right  in  the  finking 
4  fund,  that  they  have  no  title  or  right,  to  demand 
4  any  thing  of  the  government,  but  the  regular  pay- 
c  ment  of  their  intereft.  This,  my  Lords,  was  to 
4  me  a  doctrine  intirely  new,    a  doctrine  which  gave 

*  me  the  utmoft  concern,  becaufe  I  looked  on  it  as  a 
c  prelude,  towards  the  mortgaging  of  that  facred 
4  fund,  for  bringing  a  new  debt  upon  this  nation ; 
4  and  the  application,  which  is  to  be  made  of  that 
4  fund,  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  I  look  on  as  a 
4  paving  of  the  way  for  that  pernicious  project ;  fo 

*  that  what  I  am  this  day  to  fay  upon  this  fubject,  I 
4  mail  fay,  by  way  of  taking  my  leave  of  that  facred 

*  fund  for  ever,  unlefs  yout  Lordfhips  wifdom  and 
4  prudence,  or  fome  very  unexpected  accident,  gives 
4  a  molt  agreeable  difappointment. 

8  But  I  hope  your  Lordfhips  will  now  take  this 
8  doctrine  into  your  confideration,  and  will  this  day 
4  difmifs  it  with  that  contempt  it  deferves,    in  order 

*  to  prevent  the  pernicious  confequences  with  which 
4  it  is  fraught.  For  my  own  part,  my  Lords,  I 
8  have  always  looked  upon  bills,  upon  which  any 
4  fums  of  money  have  been  borrowed,  as  contracts 
8  between  the  public  and  the  private  perfons  who 

4  lent 
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4  lent  their  money  upon  the  credit  of  fuch  bills;  and 

*  when  confidered  as  fuch,  it  is  certain,  all  the  claufes 
1  and  conditions  of  them  ought  to  be  moil  religioufly 
1  obferved,  and  moft  punctually  fulfilled.  In  this 
6  light  let  us  confider  the  finking  fund :  The  taxes 

*  from  which  that  fund  arofe,  were  all  at  firft  mort- 

*  gaged  to  the  creditors  of  the  public,  every  (hil- 

*  ling  arifing  from  fuch  taxes  were,  by  the  exprefs 

*  words  of  the  bills,  by  which  thofe  taxes  were  firft 

*  eftablifhed,  mortgaged  for  payment  of  the  princi- 
4  pal  and  intereft,  or  at  leaft  the  intereft  of  what 
4  money  was  lent  upon  them ;  the  laws  by  which 
4  thofe  mortgages  were  made,  are  Hill  fubfifting, 

*  they  (land  as  yet  unrepealed*  they  cannot  be  re- 

*  pealed,  but  by  the  confent  of  thofe,    who  lent 

*  their  money  upon  them,  or  by  the  confent   of 

*  thofe  perfons,   who  now  ftand  in  the  place  of  the 

*  firft  lenders ;  and   while  thefe  laws  ftand  unre- 

*  pealed,  while  there  is  a  (hilling  due  upon  any  of 

*  the  mortgages  thereby  eftablifhed,  it  is  a  breach 

*  of  public  faith,  to  apply  any  part  of  the  pro- 

*  duce  of  thofe  taxes  to  another  ufe,  without 
»  confent  of  thofe,  who  have  now  a  right  to  the 

*  mortgage.  I  do  not  know,,  indeed,  but  in  this 
4  cafe,  the  tacit  confent  of  the  public  creditors  may 

*  be  thought  fufficient ;  but  this  is  not  the  only  con- 

*  fideration  ;  we  ought  to  confider,  what  is  the  in- 

*  tereft  of  the  nation  in  general,  and  every  man  who 
4  confiders  the  general  intereft,  muft  conclude,  that 
4  the  fooner  we  pay  off  our  public  debts,  the  lefs 
4  they  will  coft  us  in  the  end,  the  lefs  intereft  we  mall 

*  pay  for  them,  and  the  fooner  it  will  be  in  our 

*  power  to  free  the  people  from  fome  of  thofe  taxes, 

*  under  which  they  now  fo  heavily  groan. 

4  I  have  already  (hewed,-  my  Lords,  what  a  pre- 

*  judice  the  bill  now  before  us,  may  be  to  the  credit 
4  and  efteem  of  the  nation  abroad ;   and  as  I  look 

*  upon  it  as  fome  fort  of  incroachment  upon  that 
4  national  faith,  which  is  engaged  to  the  creditors  of 

4  the 
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the  public,  by  fo  many  folcmn  acts  of  Parliament, 
I  mud  think  ic  will  do  a  great  injury  to  our  pub- 
lic credit  at  home,  among  all  men  who  ferioufly 
reflect  and  confider  the  confequences  of  things  : 
Thefe  are  fatal  confequences,  but  thefe,  my  Lords, 
are  not  the  mod  fatal !  The  diverting  of  this  fa- 
cred  fund,  and  applying  it  to  the  current  fervice 
of  this  year,  is,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the  greateft 
injuries  that  can  be  done  to  his  Majefty  and  his  fa- 
mily :  To  apply  th:s  fund  to  current  fervices,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  people's  being  fenfible  of  any 
new  expence  that  has  been  brought  upon  them, 
and  to  enable  minifters  to  provide  for  that  expence, 
which  their  meafures  have  made  neceffary,  with- 
out laying  any  new  tax  upon  the  people,  may  per- 
haps be  a  good  temporary  expedient  for  an  ad- 
ministration ;  it  may  give  a  minifter  an  opportu- 
nity to  vaunt,  that  he  has  relieved  the  landed  in- 
tereft,  that  he  has  charged  them  with  but  one  or 
two  millings  in  the  pound,  and  by  this  he  may 
put  off  the  evil  day  for  the  time  of  his  adminiftra- 
tion :  But  this,  my  Lords,  is  ruining  his  matter,  it 
is  an  undermining  of  the  government :  Adminis- 
trations are  fleeting  things,  minifters  are  always 
changing,  a  mean  temporary  expedient  may  do  for 
a  minifter,  who  has  no  view  beyond  the  term  of 
his  own  adminiftration  •,  but  his  Majefty 's  govern- 
ment is  permanent,  I  hope  it  will  endure  in  him 
and  his  family  for  ever ;  and  to  make  ufe  of  any 
little  temporary  expedient,  which  may  in  the  end 
greatly  endanger  or  diftrefs  his  Majefty's  govern- 
ment, or  the  government  of  any  of  his  family,  is 
a  moft  imprudent  ftep  ;  at  prefent,  my  Lords,  I 
mail  call  it  by  no  worfe  a  name.  The  bill  now 
before  us,  I  rnuft  look  on  as  fuch  an  expedient ;  it 
is  nothing  but  a  temporary  expedient  for  conceal- 
ing from  the  people,  the  expence  which  the  nation 
is  to  be  put  to  for  this  enfuing  year :  In  a  few 
years  the  people,   who  are   now   eafed    by  this 

•  expe- 
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*  expedient,  will  all  be  gone ;  in  a  fhort  time*  few 

*  or  none  of  them  will  be  alive,  to  exprefs  their  gra- 
c  titude  for  the  eafe  they  now  meet  with  ;    and  as 

*  the  eafe  given  to  the  prefent  generation,  will  fall 
c  with   double  weight  upon   pofterity,    they   mull 

*  necefTarily  groan  heavily  under  the  burden  ♦,    they 

*  will  have  reafon  to  complain,  they,  will  have  rea- 

*  fon  to  murmur,  and  mod  of  them  may,  from  that 
c  only  caufe,  become  difaffected  to  his  Majefty  and 

*  his  family. 

8  If  we  have  any  refpect,  my  Lords,  if  we  have 
«  any  regard  for  the  illuftrious  family  now  upon  the 

*  throne,  this  confideration  ought  to  make  us  trem- 
c  ble,  when  we  hear  any  fuch  expedient  mentioned, 

*  as  that  now  before  us:  But  there  is  ftill' another 
c  confideration  which  ought  to  have  great  weight : 
6  If  we  have  a  mind  ever  to  be  free  of  that  load  of 
«  debt  the  nation  at  prefent  labours  under,  particular 

*  care  ought  to  be  taken,  to  make  a  proper  applica- 
'          c  tion  of  the  finking  fund  during  all  times  of  peace  ; 

c  for  if  this  nation  ihould  happen  to  be  engaged  in 
c  a  war,  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  the  finking  fund 
c  will  amount  to  near  lb  much  as  it  does  at  prefent, 

*  I  am  indeed  afraid,  it  would  upon  fuch  an   emer- 

*  gency,  almoft  intireJy  vanifh  ;  and  this  ought  to 
c  be  particularly  taken  notice  of  by  thofe,  who  may 
c  now  perhaps  be  forming  projects   for  raifing  new 

*  debts  upon  the  credit  of  the  finking  fund.  The 
c  true  nature  of  this  fund,  is  very  little  underftood 
c  by  thofe  who  imagine,  that  it  has  been  all 
c  got"  from  the  diminution  of  the  intereft  payable 
?  to  the   creditors  of  the  public.     It    is   very  well 

*  known,  that  by  the  diminution  of  intereft   in  the 

*  years  1717  and  1727,  we  got  in  the  whole    but 

*  697,000/.  annual  income,  and  out  of  this  fum  we 
'  ought  to  deduct  the  annual  fum  of  ico,ooo/. 
«  fince  added  to  the  civil  lilt,  we  ought  to  deduct 
«  the  fait  duty,  which  has  been  lately  taken  from  the 

*  finking  fund,  and  made  a  fund  for  contracting  a 

'  new 
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4  new  debt,  and  we  ought  to  make  many  other  de 
4  ductions  I  could  name,  all  which  added  together, 

*  amount  to  the  yearly  fum  of  above  690,000/.  To 
4  that  properly  fpeaking,  it  is  but  a  mod  inconfider- 
4  able  part  of  the  prcicnt  finking  fund,  that  can  be 

*  faid  to  arile  from  the  diminution  of  intcreft  pay- 

*  able  to  the  creditors  of  the  public. 

4  The  real  and  the  chief  foundation  of  our  pre- 
4  fent  finking  fund  is  to  be  looked  for*  my  Lords, 
4  in  a  very  different  article ;  the  greateft  part  of.  it 
4  arifes  from  the  increafe  of  our  taxes  above  what 
c  they  produced  in  time  of  war.  The  produce  of  thofe 
4  taxes,  which  were  impofed  for  payment  of  any  mo- 
c  ney  raifed  during  the  war,  was  computed  accord- 
4  ing  to  what  they  brought  in  yearly  at  that  time  5 
4  but  now  in  time  of  peace,  every  one  of  thofe  taxes 
«  produces  a  great  deal  more  yearly  thanjt'did  at 
4  that  time,  and  it  is  from  this  increafe,  that  the 
4  greateft  part  of  our  prefent  finking  fund  truly 

*  arifes.     This  will  appear  evident  from  comparing-*. 

*  the  produce  of  our  cuftoms  and  excife  now  in  time 
€  of  peace,  with  what  they  produced  in  time  of  war. 
6  In  ten  years  of  peace,  at  lead  a  fort  of  peace,  from 
i  Cbriftmas  1722,  to  Chrijl mas  1732,  the  cuftoms 
4  produced,  upon  an  annual  medium,  1,603,805/. 
'  whereas  in  the  laft  ten  years  of  the  war  they  pro- 
4  duced,  upon  an  annual  medium,  but  1,260.732/. 
f  the  difference  of  which  is  343,073/.  yearly  pro- 
c  duce  more  in  time  of  peace  than  it  was  in  time  of 
c  war;  but  'here  having  been  an  alteration  made 
4  fmce  the  rear  171 2,  and  before  the  year  1722,  in 
4  relation  to  the  drawbacks  of  the  old  fubfidy,  and 
4  in  relation  to  the  duties  on  coffee,  tea,  chocolate, 
4  and  brandies,  which,  fince  the  year  1 7 1 2, and  before 
4  the  year  1722,  were  taken  from  the  cuftoms  and 
4  turned  into  excife,  the  produce  of  both  thefe  artU 
4  cles,  which  we  may  reckon  at  lead  at  200,000/. 
4  annually,  ought  to  be  added  to  the  annual  produce 

*  of  the  cuftoms  for  the  ten  years,   from  Cbriftmas 
Vol.  XIII,  L  ■  1722 


146  Parliamentary     A.  17^5. 

1722  to  Chriflmafs  1 732,  or  it  ought  to  be  deduct- 
ed from  the  annual  produce  of  the  cuftoms  in  the 
laft  ten  years  of  the  war  *,  in  either  of  which  cafes, 
it  will  make  the  difference  between  them  543,073/. 
yearly  increafe  in  the  branch  of  our  cuftoms  only. 
Then,  my  Lords,  with  refpect  to  the  excife,  we  fhall 
find,  that  the  excife  on  beer  and  low  wines  (without 
including  that  on  coffee,  tea,chocolate  and  brandies) 
for  three  years,  from  Midfummer  1  y  29  to  Midfummer 
1 73  2,atan  annual  medium, amounted  to  1 ,238,902  /. 
and  the  fame  excife  in  three  years  of  the  war,  from 
Midfummer  1709  to  Midfummer  171 2,  (being  the 
only  three  years  after  the  additional  third)  was,  at 
an  annual  medium,  but  897,662  /.  the  difference 
between  which  two  produces,  is  341,240/.  yearly 
produce  more  in  time  of  peace  than  it  was  in  time 
of  war  i  and  thefe  two  yearly  increafes  amount  to 
the  fum  of  884,313/.  which  comes  all  in  yearly 
to  our  finking  fund,  by  the  increafe  of  our  taxes 
now  in  time  of  peace,  more  than  they  produced  in 
time  of  war :  It  is  true,  it  may  be  faid,  that  the 
duties  upon  coffee,  tea,  chocolate  and  brandies, 
have  likewife  greatly  incrtafed,  and  therefore  the 
whole  fum  of  200,000/.  ought  not  to  be  deducted 
from  the  1,260,732/.  let  us  then  deduct  a  pro- 
portional fum,  which  is  157,224/.  the  produce  of 
the  cuftoms  in  time  of  war  will  then  appear  to 
have  been,  at  a  medium,  1,103,508  /.  but  then  the 
increafe  of  the  duties  upon  coffee,  tea,  chocolate 
and  brandies,  or  the  difference  between  200,000  /. 
and  157,224/.  which  is  42,776/.  muft  be  added  to 
the  produce  of  the  cuftoms  in  time  of  peace,  in 
which  cafe,  the  whole  will  amount  to  1,646,581  /. 
fo  that  the  difference  comes  out  to  be  the  fame. 
c  I  hope  your  Lordffiips  will  excufe  me  for 
making  ufe  of  fo  many  calculations ;  for  the  affair 
now  before  us  is  of  fuch  importance,  that  it  de- 
ferves  the  moft  ferious,  the  inoft  minute  confidera- 
tion.     Figures,  my  Lords,   cannot  err,  and  by 

«  them 
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them  it  evidently  appears,  that  near  900,000  /.  of 
our  prefent  finking  fund  arifes  annually  from  the 
increafe  of  our  e\iitoms  and  exciies :  Can  we  fup- 
pole,  that  fuch  an  increafe  would  continue,  if  this 
nation  mould  be  involved  in  war  ?  Are  not  we 
rather  to  fuppofe,  that  both  would  fuddenly  der 
creafe,  and  would  in  a  fhort  time  come  to  the  fame, 
or  very  near  the  fame  dandard  they  were  at  during 
the  laft  war  ?  In  fuch  a  cafe,  could  we  hope  to 
difcharge  any  great  part  of  our  debts  yearly,  by 
means  of  our  finking  fund  ?  Could  we  hope  to 
contract  new  debts,  or  to  fupport  a  heavy  and  ex- 
penfive  war,  upon  the  credit  of  fuch  a  fund?  Thofe 
who  are  juft  finking  and  ready  to  perifh,  may 
catch  hold  of  any  twig,  may  build  their  hopes 
upon  any  chimeras;  but  I  hope  this  nation  is  not 
yet  reduced  to  fuch  a  condition,  as  to  truft  to  a 
twig,  which  mud  fink  as  foon  as  we  catch  hold  of 
it ;  I  hope  we  will  never  place  our  fecurity  in  any 
thing,  but  what  has  a  folid  and  a  Ming  founda- 
tion •,  and  a  folid  and  lading  foundation  we  can 
find  no  where,  but  in  the  real  wealth  and  hearty 
affections  of  our  people :  While  the  people  are 
loaded  with  debts,  they  cannot  be  faid  to  have  real 
wealth  ;  while  they  are  over-burdened  with  taxes, 
we  cannot  expect  their  hearty  affections  ;  and  as 
nothing  can  be  fo  effectual  for  clearing  them  of 
their  debts,  for  relieving  them  from  their  taxes, 
and  for  gaining  their  affections,  as  a  mod  religious 
application  of  the  finking  fund,  to  the  ufes  for 
which  it  was  originally  intended,  I  mud  therefore 
be  againd  the  mifapplication  propofed  by  the  bill 
now  before  us.' 


To  this  it  was  anfwered,  in  fubdance,  as  follows, 


viz. 


<  My  Lords,  it  is  to  me  really  furprifing  to  hear  Anfe, 
fome  noble  Lortls  declaring  the  great  concern  they 
L  2  '  have 
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<  have  For  the  credit  of  this  nation  abroad,  and  aG 

*  the  fame  time,  with  the  fame  breath,  doing  all 
4  they  can,  to  leffen  the  credit  and  the  efteem  of  this 

*  nation  among  foreigners,  by  endeavouring  to  efta- 
4  blifh  it  as  a  maxim,  that  even  the  Parliament  can- 
4  not  difpofe  of  the  finking  fund  to  any  ufe,  but  that 
4  of  paying  off  fome  part  of  our  debts,  contracted 
4  before  the  year  1716%  for  if  it  were  fo,  it  is  cer- 
4  tain,  no  foreign  power  would  have  fuch  a  high 

*  notion  of  the  power  and  the  ftrength  of  this  nation 
4  as  they  would  naturally  have,  if  they  knew  that 
4  we  had  a  million  fterling,  coming  in  yearly,  with- 
4  out  laying  any  one  tax  upon  our  people,  which  we 
4  might,  as  we  thought  fit,  apply,  either  to  the  pay- 
4  ing  off  fome  of  our  old  debts,  or  towards  raifmg 

*  forces  for  our  own   defence,  or  for  affifting  our 

*  friends,  or  punifhing  our  enemies.     I   mud  there- 

*  fore  think,  that  every  man,  who  has  a  true  regard 

*  for  the  credit  of  this  nation  among  foreigners,  will, 
4  when  he  confiders  the  affair  thoroughly,  endeavour 

*  to  eftablifh  the  contrary  maxim  *,  and  I  hope  this 
4  houfe  will,  by  paffing  the  bill  now  before  us,  en- 
4  deavour  to  convince  all  foreigners,  that  we  have  a 
4  power,  when  we  think  it  neceflary,  to  apply  the 
4  revenue  of  the  finking  fund,  towards  their  affifiance 
4  or  correction.  When  foreigners  confider,  what 
4  great  expence  we  have  been  at  this  year,,  in  aug- 

*  menting  our  forces  both  by  fea  and  land  %  and  that 
4  notwithflanding  fuch  an  expence,  we  have  laid  but 
4  two  millings  in  the  pound  upon  our  land,  I  am 
4  fure  it .  will  give  them  a  greater  opinion  of  the 
4  wealth  and  the  power  of  this  nation,  and  will  con- 
4  tribute  much  more  towards  our  credit  among  them, 
4  than  the  paying  off  a  million  of  our  debt  could 
4  pofllbly  have  done :  They  will  confider,  that  we 
4  may  continue  the  fame  forces  as  long  as  we  have 
4  a  mind,  without  raifing  any  new  taxes  upon  the 
4  people,  and  that  whenever  we  find  k  neceflary  we 

2  c  may 
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:  may  make  very  confklerable  additions,  by  only 
1  increafing  our  land  tax,  to  what  is  ufually  paid  in 
1  time  of  war;  and  therefore  we  muft  conclude,  that 
;  the  methods  taken  this  year  for  raifing  money  for 

•  the   current  fervices,    are  the   mod  prudent  that 

•  could  have  been  taken,  for  eftabli  filing  the  credit 
;  and  efteem  of  this  nation  abroad  •,  and  that  they 

are  no  way  inconfiftent  with  any  obligation  we  are 

•  under  to  the  creditors  of  the  public,  1  mail  endea- 
vour to  demonftrate. 

*  Even  fuppofing,  my  Lords,  the  public  creditors 
had  a  right  to  infilt  upon  it,  that  the  finking  fund 
mould  never  be  applied  to  any  thing,  but  the  pay- 
ing off  fome  part  of  the  debt  due  to  them,  yet  it 
has  been  admitted,  that  their  tacit  confent  would 
be  fufficient  for  giving  the  Parliament  a  power  to 
apply  it  to  other  necefTary  purpofes ;  and  as  no 
objection  has  been  made  by  any  of  the  public  cre- 
ditors, to  the  application  now  propofed  ;  as  every 
one  of  them  is,  I  believe,  glad  to  hear  of  its  being 
fo  applied ;  therefore,  from  any  fuppofed  right  in 
them,  no  objection  can  be  made  to  the  bill  now 
before  us  •,  fo  that  at  prefent,  it  feems  to  be  an  un- 
necelTary  difpute,  whether  the  creditors  have  any 
right  in  this  fund  or  no.  However,  as  it  may,  in 
my  opinion,  very  much  lefTen  our  credit  abroad, 
as  it  might  fubject  this  nation  to  very  great  incon- 
veniences, to  fuppofe,  that  even  the .  Parliament 
could  not  difpofe  of  the  finking  fund  to  any  other 
purpofe,  if  the  creditors  mould  think  fir, :  to  object 
to  that  difpofal  •,  I  hope  your  Lordfhips  will  give 
me  leave  to  Hate  that  matter,  in  the  light  in  which 
it  appears  to  me, 

'  If  the  public  creditors,  my  Lords,  have  any  right 
to  demand,  that  the  finking  fund  fhall  never  be  ap- 
plied to  any  ufe  but  to  the  paying  off  fo  much  of 
their  principal  yearly,  that  right  mult  arife  either 
from  the  reafon  and  fpirit,  or  from  the  exprefs, 
words  of  thofe  acts  of  Parliament,  by  which  the 

La 
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finking  fund  was  nrft  created.     With   refpect   to 
the  reafon  and  fpirit  of  thofe  acts  of  Parliament, 
it  muft  be   deduced  from  that  caufe,  upon  which 
they  were  principally  founded;  and  it  is  well  known, 
that  the  project,  which  gave  rife  to   thofe  acts  of 
Parliament,  did  not  proceed  from  any  terms  offer- 
ed by  the  creditors  :    They  never   fo  much  as 
thought  of  offering  to  give   up   a  part  of  their 
yearly  intereft,  in  order  to  eftablifh  a  fund  for  pay- 
ing off  their  principal ;  but  the  foundation  of  that 
beneficial  project,  and  the  true  caufe  of  thofe  acts  of 
Parliament  was  this,  the  natural  intereft  of  money 
had  decreafed  fo  much,  and  the  credit  of  our  public 
fecurities  had  become  fo  extenfive,  that  fome  gen- 
tlemen, who  had  the  good  of  their  country  much 
at  heart,  thought  it  was  proper  to  take  advantage 
of  the  happy  circumft ances  the  nation  was  in  at 
that  time,  in  order  to  leffen  the  intereft  payable  to 
the  creditors  of  the  public ;  for  this  purpofe,  they 
founded  the  inclinations  of  fome  of  the  leading 
men  in  the  monied  companies,  and  other  rich  men 
in  the  kingdom,  to  fee  if  they  would  lend  the  go- 
vernment any  large  fum  of  money,  at  an  intereft 
of  5  per  Cent,  and  this  was  no  fooner  propofed, 
than  it  was  agreed  to  ;    by  which  it  was  found, 
that  the  government  could  borrow  at  5  per  Cent. 
as  much  money  as  would  be  fufficient  to  pay  off 
all  the  debts  then  redeemable  by  Parliament,  which 
bore  an  intereft  of  6  per  Cent,  or  above  :    Thus 
the  project  was  foon  brought  to   maturity ;  and 
when  the  proprietors  of  thofe  debts,  found  they 
were  like  to  be  paid  off,  they  chofe  rather  to  ac- 
cept of  a  lefs  intereft  for  their  money,  than  to  take 
their  principal,  when  they  did  not  know  where 
to  place  it  out  to  any  advantage  :    They  were  fo 
far  from  demanding  any  conditions,  they  were  fo 
far  from  infifting,  that  the  government  fhould  lay 
themfelves  under  any  obligations,  that  they  readily 
came  in,  and  were  glad  of  being  allowed  to  ae- 

*  cept 
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*  cepc  of  the  intereft  that  was  offered   them  ;    and 

*  why  the  government  mould  without  being  afked, 
4  without  any  confideration,   lay  thernfelves  under  a 

*  peremptory  obligation,  to  apply  the  favings,  made 
4  by  that  reduction  of  intereft,  to  the  paying  off 
4  the  principal,  is  what  I  cannot  comprehend,  is 
4  what  cannot,  I  think,   be  fuppofed, 

1  Now,  my  Lords,  with  refpect  to  the  exprefs  words 
4  of  thole  acts  of  Parliament,  by  which  the  finking 
4  fund  was  effabliflied,  let  us  examine  the  ads  them- 

*  felves,  to  fee  if  we  can  find  in  any  one  of  them  fuch 

*  words  as  can  poffibly  be  underftood  to  mean,  that 
4  the  finking  fund  thereby  eftablifhed  fhould,  in  all 
c  future  time,  be  inviolably   applied  to  the  paying 

*  off  the  public  debts,  without  leaving  it  in  the 
4  power,  even  of  the  Parliament  itfelf,  ever  to  ap- 
4  ply  that  fund  to  any  other  purpofe.  The  acts  by 
c  which  the  finking   fund  was  firft  eftablifhed,    are, 

*  The  acl  for  redeeming  the  duties  and  revenues  fettled 
4  for  paying  off  the  four  lotteries^  which  is  called  the 
4  general  fund  acl :  The  acl  for  redeeming  feveral 
4  funds  of  the  bank  of  England  :  And  the  acl  for  re- 
4  deeming  the  yearly  fund  of  the  South-fea  company  ', 
c  which  three  acts  were  all  palTed  in  the  third  year 
4  of  his  late  Majefty  ;  and  in  the  preamble  of  every 
1  one  of  them,  the  decreafe  of  the  common  inte- 
4  reft  for  money,  is  exprefly  afligned  as  the  caufc 
4  for  patting  them,  without  the  leaft  notice  taken  of 
4  any  covenant  between  the  public  creditors  and  the 
4  government,  about  the  future  application  of  the 
4  finking  fund  then  eftablifhed,  which  would  cer- 
4  tainly  have  been  recit-d  if  there  had  been  any  fuch 
c  thing,  or  if  any  fuch  thing  had  been  intended. 
1  The  preamble  of  the  act  for  redeeming  the  bank 

*  fund  is  very  remarkable  : It  recites,  *«  That 

"  the  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of  Eng- 
"  land,  in  regard  that  the  common  rate  of  intereft. 
46  for  money,  is  very  much  leffened  under  your  Ma- 
"  jefty's  moft  aufpicious  reign,  are  willing" 

L  4     •  *  and 
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6  and  foon  after  are  thefe  remarkable  words  ■■  ... 
"  So  as  they  may  be  fatisfied  the  faid  laft  yearly 
"  fum,  till  Midfiimmer^  171 8,  inclufively;  and  fo 
"  as  the  future  payments  of  the  faid  fum  of  88,751  /. 
"  1  ■/ s.  iod>  farthing,  may  befecured  to  them, from 
**  the  faid  feaft-day  till  the  redemptiqn  thereof,  and 
fc  fo  as  the  faid  yearly  fum  be  made  redeemable  up* 

«'  on  one  year's  notice: ,? Here,  my  Lords,  is 

f  the  contract  between  the  government  and  the  bank 
«  fully  recited,  and  not  one  word  mentioned   of  a 

*  covenant  between  the  two  contracting  parties,  a- 
6  bout  the  application  of  the  finking  fund :.  And  in 
i  this  act,  when  the  furplus  or  excefs,  occafioned  by 
t  the  reduction  of  intereft,  comes  to  be  difpofed  of, 

6  it  is  exprefiy  declared  and  enacted, "  That 

*c  the  excefs  or  furplus,  which  at  any  time  mail  or 
?'  may  be  produced  by  the  feveral  rates,  duties,  re* 
66  venues,  and  incomes  thereby  appropriated,  mall 
*c  attend  the  difpofition  of  Parliament,  and  be  ap- 
*»  plied  according  to  act  or  acts  of  Parliament  in 
??  that  behalf,  and   not  otherwife." By  thefe 

*  words,  my  Lords,  this  excefs  or  furplus  is  fo  far 

*  from  being  appropriated  to  the  paying  off  our. 
6  debts,  that  it  is,  in  as  exprefs  terms  as  could  be 
1  devifed,  left  to  the  future  difpofition    of  Parlia- 

*  ment. 

*  The  preamble  to  the  South-fea  act,  my  Lords, 

f  is  much  to  the  fame  purpofe,  the  words  are — 

"  And  whereas  the  faid  governor  and  company  are 
*'  contented,  in  regard  the  rate  of  intereft  is  very 
M  much  Jeflened,  to  accept,  after  Midfutnmer  171 8, 
iQ  one  annuity  of  500,000/.  being  after  the  rate  of 
"  5/.  per  cent,  per  ann.  for  the  faid  ten  millions." 

*  Here  your  Lordfhips  like  wife  fee  the  reafon 

1  why  that  company  was  contented  to  accept  of  5  L 
a  per  cent,  intereft  :  It  was  becaufe  the  common  rate 
&  of  intereft  was  very  much  lefTened  :  This,  my 
J  Lords,  is  the  only  reafon  expreffed  ;  and  if  there 

*  had  been  any  other  reafon,  it  would  certainly  have 

*  been 


A.  1735.       DEBATES.  j53 

4  been  exprefTed.     In   like  manner,    the  excefs  or 
4  furplus  of  the  South-fea  funds,  are  by  this  act  ex- 

*  prefly  declared  to  attend,  from  time  to  time,  the 

*  difpofition  of  Parliament,  and  to  be  applied  ac- 
<  cording  to  act  or  acts  of  Parliament  in  that  behalf, 

*  and  not  otherwife  :  From  which  words  it  is  to  me 
k  as  evident  as  words  can  make  it,  that  this  excefs 
4  or  furplus  was  not  then  defigned  to  be  difpofed  of 
c  at  any  one  time,    or  to  any  one  particular  ufe, 

*  but  was  to  attend  the  difpofition  of  Parliament 

f   From  time  to  time. So  that  I   am 

4  fure  neither  the  bank  nor  the  South-fea  company 
4  can  pretend  to  have,  from  either  of  thefe  two  acts, 
4  any  right  or  property  in  the  produce  pf  the  finking 
4  fund. 

4  The  only  other  act  by  which  the  finking  fund  was 
4  eftablifned,  is  that  I  have  mentioned,  which  is 
4  called,  The  general  fund  aft  \  and  in  the  preamble 
4  of  this  act  likewife,  my  Lords,  the  Caufe  or  Con- 
4  fideration  for  palling  the  fame,   is  exprefly  men- 

*  tioned  to  be,  That  the  common  rate  of  intereft 
4  for  money,  had  been  very  much  lefTened  •,  after 
4  which  the  end  and  intention  of  the  act  is  likewife 

4  mentioned  in  thefe  words,* "  Now,    to  the 

44  end  a  fufficient  fund  may  be  eftablifhed,  for  pay- 
44  ment  of  all  the  annuities  which  mail  be  payable 
44  in  purfuance  of  this  act,    it  is  enacted,  " 

4  Thefe  words  I  beg  your  Lordmips  would  take  par- 
f  ticular  notice  of  y  becaufe,  if  there  had  been  any 
4  intention  to  appropriate  the  finding  fund,  thereby 
4  eftablifhed,  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debts, 
6  and  to  no  other  ufe  whatever,  there  would  cer- 

*  tainly  in  this  part  of  the  act,  have  been  added  fome 

4  words  to  this  effect, 44  And  likewife,    that 

44  a  fufficient  fund  may  be  eftablifhed  for  pay- 
44  ment  of  the  principal  fums  for  which  thofe  an- 
B  nuities  are  to  be  payable,    it  is  enacted," ■ 

*  From  all  which  I  think  it  is  evident,  that  none  of 
j  the  public  creditors,  whofe  intereft  was  at  thac 

4  time 
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*  time  to  be  reduced,    made  any  contract  with  the 

*  government,  or  defired  to  lay  the  government  un- 

*  der  any  obligation  for  applying  the  produce  of 

*  the  finking  fund  to  the  payment  of  the  principal 
«  fums  due  to  them,  and  to  no  other  purpofe  what- 
c  ever  ;    and  in  that  cafe  we  muft  fuppofe  that  the 

*  claufe  in  this  laft  act,  by  which  the  furplufTes  in 
c  the  three  acts  I  have  mentioned,    are  directed  to 

*  be  applied  to  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debts  in- 

*  curred  before  1716,    in  fuch  manner  and  form  as 

*  fhould  be  directed  and  appointed  by  future  acts 

*  of  Parliament,    was  never  intended  for  any  thing 

*  eKc  but  as  a  direction   for  the.  commiflioners  of 

*  the  treafury,  and  other  officers  of  the  public  reve- 
4  nue,  how,  and  by  what  authority  they  were  to  dif- 
«  pofe  of  the  faid  furplufTes  or  exceflfes :  It  was  cer- 

*  tainly  never  intended  as  an  implication  of  any 

*  agreement  or  contract  with  the  public  creditors,  or 

*  as  a  law  which  no  future  Parliament  could  repeal, 

*  alter  or  amend,  without  the  confent  of  the  public 

*  creditors. 

4  If  then,  my  Lords,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  from 
«  any  thing  that  paffed,  or  any  thing  that  was  enact- 
«  ed  in  the  year  17 16,    that  the  public  creditors, 

*  whofe  intereft  was  then  reduced,    ftipulated  any 

*  appropriation  of  the  finking  fund  to  the  payment 

*  of  the  principal  money  due  to  them,  I  am  fure 
'  the  creditors  concerned  in  the  irredeemables,  can 
c  much  lefs  be  faid  to  have  made  any  fuch  ftipula- 

*  tion  \    for  it  is  certain,    they   were  no  way  con- 

*  cerned  in  the  tranfactions  of  that  year  •,  and  as  for 

*  the   tranfactions  of   the   year   1720,     it   can   as 

*  little  be  faid,   that  they  then  ftipulated  any  thing 

*  from  the  government,    becaufe   that  whole  tranf- 

*  action  was  carried  on  between  the  government 

*  and  the  South-fca  company  ;    and  that  company 

*  never  defired  any  thing  more  from  the  govern- 

*  ment,  but  only  a  liberty  to  increafe  their  capital 
c  flock,  by  redeeming,  purchafing  or  taking  in  the 

8  redeemable 
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redeemable  debts,  and  the  irredeemable  annuities, 
providing  that  their  capital  ftock  might  be  increa- 
sed according  to  the  terms,  and  in  the  proportions 
in  the  preamble  of  that  act  mentioned  •,  and  that 
they  mould  have  fuch  an  annuity  upon  their  capi- 
tal fo  increafed,  as  is  therein  ftipulated  ;  all  which, 
your  Lordfhips  may  fee  in  the  preamble  of  that 
act ;  but  in  no  part  of  it,  nor  in  any  part  of  the 
act,  is  there  the  leaft  intimation  of  any  covenant 
or  contract  between  the  government  and  the  com- 
pany, that  the  furplufTes  or  exceffes  to  be  thereby 
created,  were  to  be  appropriated  to  the  payment 
of  our  public  debts,  and  to  no  other  purpofe.  It 
is  true,  the  Commons  here  declare  their  being  de- 
firous  to  have  the  public  debts  and  incumbrances 
lefTened  as  fait  as  may  be,  with  regard  to  juftice 
and  the  public  faith,  and  I  believe  evey  man  who 
wiihes  well  to  his  country,  defires  the  fame ;  but 
the  company,  who  were  then  the  only  contracting 
party  with  the  Commons,  are  fo  far  from  making 
any  ftipulation  for  that  purpofe,  that  they  do  not  fo 
much  as  declare  their  being  defirous  it  fhould  be  fb: 
From  all  which,  my  Lords,  I  think  it  is  evident, 
that  none  of  the  public  creditors,  have  either  by  the 
intention  and  fpirit,  or  the  exprefs  words  of  the 
laws  by  which  the  finking  fund  was  eftablifhed  or 
increafed,  any  right  to  demand,  that  the  produce 
of  the  finking  fund  mail  be  applied  to  the  paying 
off  their  principal :  On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  is 
as  evident  as  words  can  make  it,  that  the  applica- 
tion of  that  fund  is  entirely  left  to  the  difpofition 
of  Parliament :  That  it  ought  to  be  applied  to  the 
difcharge  of  the  national  debt,  contracted  before 
1 7 1 6,  is  what  no  man  will  doubt ;  but  that  the  ge- 
neral interefl  of  the  nation  may  require,  and  that  the 
Parliament  may  order  its  being  otherwife  applied, 
without  the  confent,  or  even  againft  the  inclination 
and  prayer  of  the  public  creditors,  is  what,I  believe, 
will  be  as  little  doubted  by  any  man  who  confiders 
its  original  inftitution.  *  An- 
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6  Another  argument,  my  Lords,  has  been  made 

*  afe.of  againft  this. bill,  which  I  muft  confefs  I  do 
4  not  well   comprehend :   It  has  been  laid,    that  it 

*  may  be  of  dangerous  confequence  to  his  Majefty 
i  and  his  family  :  If  I  thought  there  were  the  leaft 

*  ground  for  fuch  an  argument,  it  would  certainly 
4  be  with   me  a  mod  prevailing  one :    But  when  I 

*  confider  the  heavy  load  that  has  for  fo  many  years 
4  been  laid  upon  the  landed  intereft  of  this  kingdom, 
4  I  muft  think  there  is  nothing  more  juft  than  to 
4  take  all  methods  for  giving  them  relief  5  and  how 
4  an  act  of  public  juftice  can  be  of  dangerous  confe- 
4  quence  to  his  prefent  Majefty,  or  to  any  of  his 
4  ilJuftrious  family,  I  cannot  comprehend.  There 
4  was  no  other  way  of  raifmg  the  money  propofed  to 
4  be  raifed  by  this  bill,  but  by  laying  four  {killings 
4  m  the  pound,  inftead  of  two,  upon  land  :,  and  in 
4  that  cafe,  I  am  fure  the  landed  gentlemen  would 
i  have  complained,  and  would  have  had  reafon  to 
4  complain  of  our  having  loaded  them  with  fuch  a 
4  heavy  tax,    when  we  had  a  million  in  our  hand 

*  which  we  might  have  applied  towards  their  relief. 
4  The  nation  would  have  been  very  little  fenfible  of 

*  the  relief  given  them  by  paying  off  a  million  of 
4  our  debt,  but  the  landed  intereft  would  have  been 

*  deeply  fenfible  of  fo  heavy  a  tax,  by  which  we 
4  muft  of  courfe  have  railed  a  great  many  enemies 
4  to  his  Majefty's  government,  without  procuring 
4  him  any  friends :  Whereas,  when  pofterity  reflects 
4  upon  the  neceffity  we  are  now  under,  and  the  dan- 
4  gerous  fnuation  we  are  in,  they  will  readily  excufe 
4  our  not  having  cleared  them  of  a  million  of  debt 
4  at  fuch  a  critical  conjuncture. 

\  I  (hall  readily  agree  with  the  noble  Lords,  that 

*  a  good  part  of  our  finking  fund  arifes  from  the 
4  produce  of  moft  of  our  taxes  having  greatly  in-- 
4  creafed  fmce  the  laft  war ;  but  that  this  increafe  is 
\  intirely  owing  to  the  peace  we  have  enjoyed,    is 

*  whac 
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«  what  I  cannot,  my  Lords,  admit;  for  I  am  con- 
'  vinced  that  it  arifes  from  the  increafe  of  our  pco- 

*  pie,  the  increafe  of  our  luxury,  and  the  fupcrior 
'  care  now  taken  in  collecting  our  taxes,  and  pre- 
<■  venting  all  manner  of  fmuggling,  Thefe  I  take 
c  to  be  the  chief  caufes  of  that  increafe  in  the  pro- 
c  duce  of  our  taxes,  which  has  happened  fince  the 
(  lail  war ;  and  in   this  opinion  I  am  confirmed  by 

*  this  obfervation,  that  the  increafe  has  grown  up  gm- 
'  dually,  whereas,  if  it  had  been  occasioned  by  no- 

*  thing  but  the  peace  we  have  enjoyed,  it  would  have 
'  grown  up  all  at  once  ;  the  increafe  would  have 
1  been  as  great,  or  very  near  as  great,  the  firft  year 

*  after  the  peace  was  eftablifhed,  as  it  is  at  pre.fent ; 

*  the  contrary  of  which  we  know  by  experience ; 

*  Now,  as  neither  of  thefe  caufes  can  be  much  if- 
4  fected  by  any  war  but  a  civil  war,  which  I  hope 

*  this  nation  will  never  be  engaged  in,  therefore  I 
4  hope,  and  I  think  I  have  good  reafon  to  hope,  that 
'  our  finking  fund  will  be  very  near  as  large  in  time 

<  of  war  as  it  is  now  in  time  of  peace.     I  do  not 

*  know  that  any  man  ever  formed  a  project:,  or  has 
c  fo  much  as  once  had  it  in  his  thoughts  to  mortgage 

*  the  finking  fund,  or  to  raife  any  new  debts  upon 
6  that  credit ;  but,  my  I^ords,  if  we  were  actually 
'*  engaged  in  a  war,  I  mould  think  it  a  maxim  of 

*  the  moft  dangerous  confequence  to  his  IVIajefty 

<  and  the  royal  family,  to  load  and  opprefs  the  fub- 

*  jects  with  new  and  heavy  taxes,  rather  than  ap- 

*  ply  the  finking  fund,  yearly  as  it  arifes,  to  the  ulej* 
t  of  the  war;  iriftead  of  applying  it  to  the  payingofr 

*  the  old  debts  of  the  nation  •,  and  for  this  reafon  I 

*  cannot  think  it  of  any  great  fervice  to  his  Majefty 
c  or  to  his  family,  to  endeavour  to  eftabliffi  it  as  a 
'  doctrine,  that  the  public  creditors  have  an  indejfea- 
c  fible  right  in  the  finking  fund,  and  that  the  fan\e 

*  cannot  be  applied  by  Parliament  to  any  ojhe.r  &{p 

*  without  their  confenjr. 

«  But, 
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c  -But,  my  Lords,  if  the  public  creditors  had  fuch 
;  an  indefeafible  right  in  this  fund,  it  muft  then  be 
granted,  that  it  could  not  be  applied  by  Parliament, 
even  to  the  reducing  of  thofe  taxes  which  are  moft 
prejudicial  to  the  trade,  moft  burdenfome  on  the 
manufactures,  and  moft  opprefiive  upon  the  poor 
of  this  nation :  And  yet  I  have  lately  feen  a  pam- 
phlet hawked  about  in  the  ftreets,  under  the  title 
of  a  proteft  entered  by  fome  noble  Lords,  upon  this 
houfe's  difagreeing  with  them  in  a  motion  for  our 
coming  to  a  refolution,  that  the  finking  fund  mould 
always  be  applied  to  fuch  purpofes,  and  to  none 
other.  How  this  can  confift  with  the  doctrine  now 
advanced,  that  this  fund  cannot  be  applied  to  any 
purpofe,  but  that  of  paying  off  the  debts  of  the 
nation,  contracted  before  the  year  1716,  I  muft 
leave  to  other  Lords  to  explain.  However,  they, 
need  not,  I  think,  give  themfelves  any  great  trou- 
ble about  getting  over  this  difficulty,  tor  I  have 
clearly  fliewn,  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  fuch 
a  doctrine.  I  have  fhewn,  that  the  finking  fund 
was  at  firft  intended  to  be  left  to  the  difpofition  of 
Parliament ;  that  it  was  chiefly  defigned  for  pay- 
ing off  the  debts  of  the  nation,  but  that  the  Par- 
liament may  apply  it  to  other  neceflfary  purpofes  ; 
and  I  think  there  can  be  no  purpofe  more  neccfTa- 
ry,  than  that  of  preventing  our  being  under  a  ne- 
ceflity  of  loading  the  landed  intereft  with  four  mil- 
lings in  the  pound ;  therefore  I  muft  think  the  bill 
now  before  us  a  moft  reafonable  bill,  and  I  hope 
your  Lordfhips  will  order  it  to  pafs.' 

The  reply  to  this  was  in  fubftance  as  follows,  viz. 

c  My  Lords,  I  do  not  know  what  may  be  the 
way  of  thinking  among  fome  people  in  this  nation ; 
but  I  am  fure  it  is  the  general  and  the  right  way 
of  thinking,  to  compute  the  ftrength  and  power 
of  a  nation,  from  that  revenue  which  it  may  apply 
1  '  towards 
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towards  a  war,  without  running  in  debt,  or  load- 
ing the  people  with  heavier  taxes  than  they  will 
patiently  fubmit  to  pay.  A  nation  may,  upon 
fome  extraordinary  emergency,  be  obliged  to  run 
itfelf  fomething  in  debt  ;  but,  as  every  mortgage 
upon  a  private  gentleman's  eftate,  is  a  ftep  to  the 
ruin  of  his  family  ;  fo  every  public  debt  that  is  con- 
tracted is  a  ftep  to  the  ruin  of  a  nation ;  therefore  no 
nation,  unlefs  they  are  mad,  will  contract  any  debt,  as 
long  as  they  can  raife  what  is  neceflary  for  the  yearly 
expence,  by  fuch  taxes  as  they  think  the  people  will 
patiently  fubmit  to  pay  ;  and  the  people  of  every 
country  will  certainly  fubmit  patiently  to  pay  any 
tax  that  can  be  laid  upon  them,  if  they  have  a 
confidence  in  their  governors,  and  an  aflurance 
that  they  will  demand  no  money,  but  what  is  ne- 
cefTary for  the  common  fafety,  and  that  the  beft 
and  the  mod  frugal  ufe  will  be  made  of  the  money 
that  (hall  be  fo  raifed.  This,  my  Lords,  I  am 
fure,  is  the  general  way  of  thinking  among  all  fo- 
reigners ;  and  whoever  thinks  in  this  manner,  will 
never  admit  that  the  revenue,  which  ought  to  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  our  debts,  is  a  revenue 
which  contributes  to  our  flrength  and  power.  In 
the  Lift  war  we  made  many,  I  believe  fome  un- 
necefiary  fteps,  towards  our  ruin;  every  (hilling  of 
old  debt  we  pay  off,  is,  at  leaft,  a  ftep  from  our 
ruin*,  and  I  with  grief  and  forrow  reflect,  upon 
our  having  made  fo  few,  during  fuch  a  long  term 
of  peace  and  tranquillity:  But  as  all,  or  moft  of 
our  debts,  bear  an  intereft  of  4  per  cent,  every 
mifapplication  of  the  finking  fund,  is  not  only  ne- 
glecting to  make  a  ftep  from  our  ruin,  but  is  like- 
wife  making  a  new  ftep  towards  our  ruin,  by  bring- 
a  new  debt  upon  the  nation,  I  mean  the  grow- 
ing intereft  for  that  money  which  ought  to  have 
been  paid  off.  By  the  very  bill  now  before  us, 
we  bring  a  new  debt  of  40,000/.  upon  the  nation: 
;  This  fum,  'tis  true,   in  Englijh  money,  has  but  a 

«  fmall 
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*  fmall  found,  but  in  French  money  it  makes  above 

*  800,000  livres ;  and  what  will  a  Frenchman  think 
«  of  this  nation  when  he  hears,  that  now,   in  a  time 

*  of  peace,  we  have  not  only  neglected  to  pay  off 

*  a  large  fum  of  old  debt,  but  have  contracted  a 
4  new  debt  of  near  a  million  of  their  money  ?  Will 

*  he  not  fay,  that  we  are  either  mad,  or  that  the 

*  people  are  already  fo  loaded  with  taxes,  or  have 

*  fo  little  confidence  in  their  governors,  that  they 
€  will  not  patiently  fubmit  to  pay  any  additional 

*  tax?  Can  this,  my  Lords,  add  to  the  credit  or 

*  efteem  of  the  nation  among  foreigners?  Can  it 
«  contribute  to  render  any  of  his  Majefty's  meafures 
«  effectual? 

*  «  But  this,  my  Lords,  is  not  the  only  ftep  we 

*  have  this  day  made  to  our.  ruin,/  we  have  made 

*  another  moil  terrible  ftep,  we  have  contracted  an- 

*  other  new  debt  of  above  ten  millions  of  French  li- 

*  vres,  which  muft  confirm  every  foreigner  in  his 

*  opinion,  of  the  pitiful  circumftances  we  are  redu- 

*  ced  to.     In  order  to  lave  laying  another  milling 

*  upon  land,  we  have  this  day  made  a  fecond  mort- 

*  gage  upon  the  only  tax  we  had  to  mortgage,  and 

*  therefore  I  am  furprifed  to.  hear  it  fo  much  as  in- 

*  fmuated  that  we  have,  or  that  foreigners  will  be- 

*  lieve  we  have,  a  tax  of  2  s.  in  the  pound  upon 
6  land,  which  we  may  lay  on  when  we  pleafe,  and 
*-  which  we  may  apply  towards  increafing  our  forces 
'  in  cafe  of  a  war*,  for  whoever  confiders  what  we 
4  have  this  day  done,'  muft  neceffarily  conclude,  that 

*  we  have   not,  at   mod,  above  a  milling  in   the 

*  pound  land  tax,  which  we  can  apply  towards  in- 
g  creafing  our  forces  either  by  fea  or  land  *,  and  how 
4  fhort  that  fum  would  be  of  the  expence  ncceflary 

*  for  fupporting  a  war,  every  foreigner,  as  well  as 
y  every  one  of  your  Lordmips,  may  eafily  judge. 

c  The  tacit  confent  of  the  money  companies  may, 
4  perhaps,  be  fome  fort  of  excufe  for  what  is  pro- 

*  pcfed  to  be  done  by  this  bill  >  but  it  it  far  from 

'  being 
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c  being  an  authority  abiblutely  fufficient  •,  for  iuch 
c  an  authority  can  only  be  obtained  rrom  the  general 
c  courts  of  the  refpe&ive  companies :  Such  a  tacit 
c  confent  as  we  have  at  prefent,  may  flow  from  the 
'  negligence,  perhaps  the  fraud,  of  the  managers, 
c  which  the  proprietors  may  afterwards  find  great 
c  reafon  to  complain  of;  and  when  they  begin  to 
'  make  fuch  complaints  againft.  their  managers,  they 
'  will  then  certainly  complain  loudly  againft  thofe 
'  who  made  a  handle  of  fuch  a  tacit  confent,  in  or- 
c  der  to  take  away  what  properly,  and  of  right,  be- 
1  longed  to  them.  Nay,  my  Lords,  as  all  compa- 
c  nies  and  corporations  are  fomething  in  the  cafe  of 
1  infants,  even  their  exprefs  confent  could  not  juflify 
'  the  application  of  the  finking  fund  to  any  other 
1  purpofe,  unlefs  there  were  really  a  neceflity  for 
c  fuch  application  ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  no  fuch 
c  neceflity  can  be  pleaded  at  prefent ;  for,  in  my  o- 
'  pinion,  we  had  no  occafion  to  be  at  any  extraor- 
'  dinary  expence,  no  more  than  any  other  of  our 
8  neighbours  not  engaged  in  the  war;  and  if  there 
:  had  been  an  apparent  neceflity  for  any  fuch  ex- 
1  pence,  our  people  would  have  agreed  to  raifeit  by 
1  fome  new  or  additional  tax,  rather  than  to  have 
1  had  that  facred  fund  diverted  from  the  ufes  for 
'  which  it  was  originally  intended. 

*  I  have  read,  my  Lords,  in  a  pamphlet  lately 
;  hawked  about,  fome  fophiftical  arguments  for 
;  proving,  that  the  public  creditors  have  no  right  or 
1  intereft  in  that  fund,  which  every  man  allows,  was 
;  principally  intended  for  their  payment,  and  with- 

■  out  which,  it  is  certain,  they  never  can  be  paid  ; 
1  but  I  little  expected  ever  to  have  heard  thofe  argu- 
:  ments  repeated  in  this  houfe  :  However,  as  they 

■  have  been  moft  rainutely  repeated  in  this  day's  de- 
•  bate,  I  hope  your  Lordfhips  will  excufe  me  for 
1  endeavouring  to  fhew,  wherein  their  fallacy  con- 
Ms  ♦,  and  in  fo  doing,  I  hope  I  fhall  be  able  to 

!  convince  every  Lord  in  this  houfe,  that  the  credi- 
Vol.  XIII.  M  «w» 
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6  tors  of  the  public  have  a  right  in  the  finking  fund, 
c  not  only  from  the  reafon  and  fpirit,  but  from  the 
c  exprefs  words  of  the  acts -of  Parliament  by  which 
'  it  was  eftablifhed  -,  and  indeed  the  v/ords  are  fo  ex- 
c  prefs,  that  I  am  aftonifhed  to  hear  their  right  con- 
f  troverted,  efpecially  in  this  houfe,  where  a  moflre- 
c  ligious  regard  for  private  property  has  always  been 
<  prefer ved. 

6  My  Lords,  when  a  motive  founded  upon  pri- 
«  vate  intereft,  as  well  as  a  motive  founded  upon 
4  public  intereft,  can  be  afljgned  for  any  project,  I 
c  am  always  apt  to  imagine,  that  the  motive  found- 
c  edtlpon  private  intereft  gave  the  firft  rife  to  the 
c  project,  and  was  the  principal  caufe  of  its  being 
«  carried  into  execution :  And,  according  to  this 
6  rule,  if  we  examine  the  project  for  eftablifhing  the 

*  finking  fund,  we  mult  believe,  that  the  firft  rife 

*  of  it  proceeded  not  from  any  gentleman,  who  had 
«  only  the  good  of  his  country  much  at  heart,  but 
6  from  fome  gentleman  who  had  the  good  of  his 
«  own  family,  as  well  as  the  good  of  his  country 
'  much  at  heart.     Before  the  year  17 16,  the  pro- 

<  prietors  of  the  redeem ables  had  indeed  an  intereft 
c  of  6  per  cent,  fecured  to  them  by  law ;    but  as  there 

<  was  no  fund  then  fettled  for  the  payment  of  their 
«  principal,  they  could  have  no  expectation  of  ever 
4  being  paid,  or  at  leaft  not  till  the  terms  of  the  ir- 

*  redeemables  fhould  be  all  expired,  and  in  fuch  a 
c  long  time  they  did  not  know,  but  that  the  diftref- 
4  fes  of  the  public  might  put  a  ftop  to  the  payment 
c  of  their  intereft,  as  well  as  difappoint  them  intirely 
c  of  their  principal.  In  this  dangerous  fituation,  no 
c  man  of  common  prudence  but  would  conclude, 
c  that  it  was  better  (at  leaft  for  his  family)  for  him 
'  to  have  but  5  per  cent,  intereft,  and  a  certain  fund 
c  eftablifhed  for  paying  oft  the  principal  in  a  fhort 
c  term  of  years;  and  from  thence  the  project  for  re- 

<  ducing  the  intereft,  and  thereby  eftablifhing  a  fink- 
4  ing  fund,   originally   and  principally  proceeded : 

6  minifters 
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4  miniiters,  or  perhaps  Tome  of  their  projectors, 
4  might  haye  had  a  project  in  their  heads  for  redu- 
4  cing  intereft  ;  but  till  it  came  into  the  heads  of 
4  fome  of  the  chief  monied  men  in  the  kingdom,  it 
4  was  nothing  but  a  project,  a  meer  chimera-,  and 
4  for  this  reaibn  I  am  convinced,  that  the  project 
4  never  came  to  any  perfection,  till  the  managers  of 
1  the  Bank  and  South  Sea  companies  offered,  not 
1  only  to  accept  of  an  intereft  of  5  per  cent,  for  what 
'  was  due  to  their  refpeCtive  companies,  but  to  affift 
4  the  government  with  money  at  the  fame  intereft, 
4  for  paying  off  the  other  redeemables,  who  fhould 
c  refufe  to  accept  of  fuch  an  intereft :  However, 
'  whether  they  made  the  offer,  or  only  agreed  to 
4  the  proportion  when  made  to  them,  is  net  mate- 
4  rial  -,  but  one  or  the  other  muft  have  been  the  cafe, 
'  before  that  projeCt  could  be  carried  into  execution  ; 
1  and  as  we  muft  fuppofe,  that  the  fecuring  the  re- 
4  payment  of  their  principal  money,  was  the  chief 
'  thing  they  had  in  view,  is  it  poftible  to  fuppofe 
c  that  they  would  make  fuch  an  offer,  or  agree  to 
c  fuch  a  proportion,  without  ftipulating  that  the  fink- 
4  ing  fund,  thereby  to  be  eftablifhed,  lhould  be  ap- 
'  propriated  to  the  paying  off  the  principal  ?  It  is 
4  impoffible  to  make  any  fuch  fuppofition  •,  and  there- 
4  fore  their  right  to  the  application  of  this  fund,  ari- 
'  fes  in  the  moft  clear  and  evident  manner,  from  the 

*  reafon  and  fpirit  of  the  tranfaClion  upon  which  thofe 

*  laws  were  founded. 

1  After  this  contract  and  agreement  was  made  be- 
c  tween  the  government  and  the  two  companies,  and 
'  not  till  then,  it  began  to  be  poffible  to  carry  the 
c  projecT:  into  execution  ;  and  one  of  the  firft  fteps 
4  taken  was,  for  the  houfe  of  Commons  to  refolve, 
6  That  all  fav/ngs  by  the  propofed  reduffion  of  inter -eft ^ 

*  fhould  go  towards  difcharg:ng  and  reducing  the  na~ 
4  tionaldelt,  Thefe  my  Lords,  are  the  exprefs  words 
4  of  the  refolution  :  They  are  abfolute  and  uncondi- 
'  Clonal,    and  from  that  very  moment  every  man 

M  2  '  who 
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who  had  any  fhare,  or  afterwards  purchafed  any 
fhare  in  the  redeem  ables,  muft  have  believed,  that 
by  his  accepting  of  5  per  cent,  inftead  of  taking  his 
money,  he  thereby  acquired  a  right  to  have  the 
favings  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  principal ; 
which  right  he  muft  have  thought  as  abfolute  and 
unconditional,  as  was  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  upon  which  it  was  founded :  And  now 
to  pretend,  that  there  was  no  contract  or  agreement 
between  the  government  and  the  two  companies, 
or  between  the  government  and  any  of  the  pub- 
lic creditors,  becaufe  that  contract  was  not  fully 
and  particularly  fet  forth  in  the  preambles  of  the 
feveral  acts  of  Parliament,  is  fuch  a  catching  at 
words,  as,  I  believe,  would  hardly  be  made  ufe 
of  by  a  common  lawyer  in  Weftminfter-Hall.  It 
cannot  fo  much  as  be  pretended,  that  without  the 
afliftance  of  the  two  great  companies,  the  govern- 
ment could  then. have  borrowed,  at  5  "per  cent,  as . 
much  money  as  would  have  been  fufficient  for  pay- 
ing off  all  the  redeemables ;  and  as  they  could 
have  no  other  motive,  from  private  intereft,  for 
agreeing  to  aftift  the  government,  but  only  the 
right  they  were  to  acquire  to  the  favings  got  by  a 
general  reduction  of  intereft: ;  therefore,  though 
it  had  not  been  exprefly  ftipulated,  we  muft  con- 
clude it  was  implied  in  their  agreement  \  and  if 
they  had  no  other  right  but  by  implication,  it  would 
be  doing  them  injuftice  to  rob  them  of  fuch  a 
right. 

*  I  muft  now  beg  leave,  my  Lords,  to  touch  a 
little  upon  the  feveral  acts  of  Parliament  by  which 
this  right  is,  I  think  clearly  eftabliihed.  With 
regard  to  the  preamble  of  the  bank  act,  it  is  in- 
deed recited  in  this  act  as  well  as  the  others,  That 
the  common  rate  of  intereft  for  money  was  very 
much  lefTened  ;  but  this  was  not  the  real  caufe  of 
either  of  the  acts ;  on  the  contrary,  I  believe,  that 
the  common  rate  of  intereft  being  leffened,   was 

<  chiefly 
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*  chiefly  owing  to  the  refolution  upon   which    thefe 

*  acts  were  founded  •,  however    it  was   neccflary  to 

*  make  this  a  pretence,  not  only  to  induce  the  pro- 
4  prietors  of  the  two  companies  to  approve  of  what 
4  their  mangers  had  done,  but  to  induce  as  many 
4  of  the  other  redeemable  as  it  was  poiTible,  to  ac- 
4  cept  of  the  5  per  cent,  intereft  that  was  to  be  of- 
4  fered  them  ;  in  this  preamble  are  like  wife  recited 
4  fome  ftipulations,  that  related  particularly  to  the 
c  bank  ;  but  as  this  act  relates  particularly  to  the 
4  bank,  the  general  contract,  the  general  ftipulation, 
4  by  which  the  public  creditors  were  to  acquire  a 
4  right,  to  have  the  favings  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
4  mcnt  of  their  principal  fams,  could  not  be  recited 
4  neither  in  the  preamble  of  this  act,  nor  in  the  pre- 

*  amble  of  either  of  the  other  two,  becaufe  the  bank 

*  was  not  to  acquire  a  particular  and  feparate  right 

*  to  the  favings  that  were  to  arife  by   the  reduction 

*  of  their  intereft  ;  nor  was  the  Soutb-fea  company 
c  to  acquire  a  particular  and  feparate  right  to  the 
c  favings  that  were  to  arife  by  the  reduction  of 
4  their  intereft  -,  nor  were  the  other  redeemables  to 

*  acquire  any  fuch  right  to  the  favings  by  the  re- 

*  duction  of  their  intereft,  but  all  of  them  were  to 
4  acquire  a  general  and  joint  right  in  thofe  favings, 
4  that  were  to  arife  by  the  reduction  of  the   intereft 

*  payable  to  them  ;  and  therefore  it  would  have  been 
4  improper,  it  would  have  been  abfurd  to  have  re- 
4  cited  this  agreement  in  any  one  of  the  acts,  or 
4  indeed  to  have  recited  it  at  all ;    the   only  proper 

*  way  of  mentioning  the  agreement  was  by  perform- 
c  ing  it,  and  that  was  done  by  a  general  claufe  in 
4  one  of  the  acts,  as  I  (hall  immediately  fhew  to  your 
c  Lord  (hips. 

4  With  refpect  to  the  difpofing  claufe  in  the  bank 

4  act,   as  well  as  the  difpofing  claufe  in  the  South-pa 

4  act,  it  is  evident,  that  both  of  them  refer  to  fome 

4  act  or  acts  of  Parliament  that  were  to  be  made, 

M  *  '  for 
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for  the  appropriation  of  thofe  furpluiTes  or  exceffes, 
in  purfuance  of  that  agreement  which  the  govern- 
ment had  made  with  the  bank  and  South- fea  com- 
panies :  When  thefe  two  acts  were  drawn  up,  it 
was  not  determined  whether  that  appropriation  was 
to  be  made  by  one  or  more  acts  of  Parliament,  or 
whether  it  was  to  be  made  by  a  particular  act  for 
that  purpofe,  or  by  a  claufe  in  fome  other  act  ; 
but  it  is  plain,  the  Parliament  then  thought  it  might 
be  done  by  one  act,  otherwife  it  could  not  have 
been  faid,  - — —  "  according  to  act  or  acts  of 
Parliament"  ~—  ;  for  if  that  appropriation  had 
not  been  defigned  to  have  been  made  by  Parlia- 
ment, but  yearly,  as  the  furpluiTes  or  exceiTes 
arofe,  it  muft  neceiTarily  have  required  the  palTing 
of  many  acts  of  Parliament  for  that  purpofe  5  and 
in  fuch  cafe  the  words  in    this   claufe  muft  have 

been — ■ "  According  to  acts  of  Parliament  in 

c  that  behalf" it  would   have  been  ridiculous 

to  have  faid —  at!  or  atts in  relation  to 

a  thing  which  could  not  poilibly  be  executed  by 
one  aft:  But  the  truth  is,  it  was  at  that  time  re- 
folved,  to  appropriate  all  thofe  furpluiTes  or  ex- 
celTes  that  mould  arife  by  all  or  either  of  thefe 
three  acts,  to  the  payment  of  debts  contracted  be- 
fore that  year ;  and  it  was  refolved,  that  this  ap- 
propriation mould  be  made  by  fome  act  or  acts  to 
be  pa  fifed  in  that  very  feffion  of  Parliament ;  but 
'  that  it  fhould  be  left  to  future  Parliaments  to  ap- 

•  ply  the  furpluiTes.  fo  appropriated,  to  the  payment 
;  of  fuch  of  thofe  debts  contracted  before  the  year 
;  1 7 1 6,  as  they  fhould  think  proper  :  This  was  the 
;  the  only  power  that  was  to  be  left  to  future  Par- 
-  liaments ;  and  on  account  of  this  power,  only 
f  the  words  — —  From  time  to  time are 

*  inf-rted  in  the  difpofing  claufe  of  the  South-fea 
5  act. 


As 
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'  As  the  preamble  of  the  general  fund  act,  re- 
Lues  only  to  the  creditor*,  whole  ii.tereft  was  by 
that  act  to  be  reduced  •,  therefore  no  notice  could 
be  taken  in  the  preamble  of  that  act,  of  the  ap- 
propriation intended,  becaulc  that  appropriation 
was  to  be  general,  and  to  comprehend  all  the  fur 
plulles,  ariiing  by  that,  and  the  other  two  acts, 
patted  in  the  fame  feilion  of  Parliament ;  and  from 
hence,  the  noble  Lord  may  find  a  very  good  rea- 
fon,  why  no  fuch  words,  as  he  was  plealed  to  men- 
tion, could  be  inferred  in  that  act :  But,  my  Lords, 
before  this  act  was  patted,  it  was  determined,  that 
the  furpluffes  to  arife  by  thofe  three  acts,  might  be 
properly  and  fuffkiently  enough  appropriated,  to 
the  ufes  intended,  by  the  agreement  between  the 
government  and  the  bank,  and  South-fea  compa- 
nies, by  a  general  claufe  in  this  laft  act  •,  and  there- 
fore, immediately  after  fuch  a  difpofmg  claufe  as 
is  in  each  of  the  other  two,  there  is  inferted  in 
this  act  a  general  difpofmg  claufe,  in  fuch  exprefs 
and  peremptory  terms,  that  I  mud  beg  leave  to 
read  the  whole  to  your  Lordmips.     The  claufe  is 

in,  thefe  words. "  All  the  monies  to  arije  from 

time  to  time,  as  well  of  the  excefs  or  furplus,  by 
virtue  of  an  act  made  this  feffiox,  for  redeeming  the 
funds  of  the  bank  of  England,  and  of  the  excefs  or 
furplus,  by  virtue  of  an  aft  made  likewife  this  fefjion^ 
for  redeeming  the  funds  of  the  South-fea  wmpapy, 
as  alfo  of  the  excefs  or  fur  plus  of  the  duties  and  re- 
venues by  this  aft  appropriated  as  aforefaid,  and  the 
overplus  monies  of  the  faid  general  yearly  fund,  by 
this  aft  eftablifhed,  (hall  be  appropriated  to  the  dis- 
charging the  principal  and  intereft  of  fuch  national 
debts  as  were  incurred  before  the  25th  of  Decem- 
ber 1 71 6,  and  are  declared  to  be  national  debts, 
and  not  provided  lor  by  Parliament,  in  fuch  man- 
ner, as  fhall  be  direcled  by  any  future  acl,  and  to  cr 

for  no  other  ufe  wbatfoever" This  claufe^ 

my  Lor&Sj  is  fo  explicit,  and  fo  exprefs  and  parti- 
M  4  !  cukir, 
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cular,  with  refpect  to  the  appropriation  of  the  fur- 
pluffcs  arifing  from  thefe  three  acts,  that  I  am 
really  prodigioufly  aftonifhed,  to  hear  it  faid  in  a 
ferious  debate  in  this  houfe,  that  the  proprietors  of 
the  debts  here  mentioned,  have  not  by  this  act,  as 
full  a  right  in  thefe  furpluffes,  as  can  poflibly  be 
given  them  by  act  of  Parliament.  To  pretend, 
that  this  claufe  was  defigned  only  as  a  direction  to 
the  commifTioners  and  officers  of  the  treafury,  is 
really  mod  extraordinary.  Does  not  every  one 
of  your  Lordfhips  fee,  mud  not  every   man  fee, 

that  the  words  mud  then  have  run  thus /hall 

be  applied  in  fuch  manner ',  as  Jhall  be  diretled  by 
any  future  atl,  and  to  or  for  no  other  purpofe  what- 
foever  ?  Is  it  not  evident,  that  if  no  immediate  ap- 
propriation had  been  intended,  thefe  words- 
appropriated  to  the  difcharging  the  principal  and  in- 
ter eft  of  fuch  national  debts,  as  were  incurred  before 
the  2$tb  of  December  1716,  and  are  declared  to  be 
national  debts,  and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament , 

mud  neceffarily  have  been  left  out? 

4  From  what  I  have  faid,  my  Lords,  it  muft  I 
think  demonftrably  appear  to  your  Lordfhips, that 
where-ever  the  project  for  eftablifhing  the  finking 
fund,  by  reducing  the  interefl  payable  to  the  cre- 
ditors of  the  public,  took  its  rife,  it  was  impoflible 
for  the  government  to  execute  this  project,  with- 
out the  afiidance,  as  well  as  the  agreement  of  the 
bank  and  South-Sea  companies:  That  befides  the 
public  advantage,  which  might  perhaps  be  fome 
inducement  to  them,  they  had  likewife  their  own 
private  advantage  ;  becaufe  they  thereby  rendered 
tht  payment  of  their  principal  fecure,  which  would 
have  otherwife  been  extremely  precarious :  That 
as  they  had  an  inducement  from  their  own  private 
advantage,  we  muft  from  the  nature  of  things  pre- 
fume,  that  they  made  the  fecuring  them  in  the  en- 
joyment of  this  private  advantage,  an  exprefs  con- 

«.  ditkm 
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*  dition  in  their  agreement,  as  well  as  in  their  pro- 

*  mife,  to  affift  the  government  in  the  execution  of 

*  the  project ;  and  this  claufe  which  I  have  read  to 
■  you,  we  muft  therefore  look  upon,  as  a  claufe  ex- 

*  prefly  ftipulated  by  thefe  two  companies,  and  which 

*  they  then  looked  on,  as  an  abfolute  fecurity  for  the 
4  enjoyment  of  that  private  advantage  they  had  in 
4  view :  We  muft  for  this  reafon  confefs,  that  thefe 
4  two  companies  have  a  right  in  the   finking  fund, 

*  not  only  from   their  previous  contract,  but  from 

*  the  very  words  of  this  claufe  ;  and  if  the  other  re- 
4  deemables  had  taken  or  called  for  their  money, 

*  thefe  two  companies  muft  have  paid  the  whole  ; 
4  confequently,  their  right  in  the  finking  fund,  would 
4  then  have  extended  to  the  full  value  of  all  the  re- 

*  deemables,  whofe  intereft  was  then  reduced.  Muft 
4  we  not  then  in  equity  conclude,  that  thofe  redeem- 
1  ables,  who  did  not  call  for  their  money,  but  ac- 
4  cepted  of  an  intereft  of  5  ptr  cent,  come  in  place 

*  of  the  two  companies,  and  have  a  right  to  enjoy 
4  the  benefit  of  their  contract.  This,  my  Lords,  I 
4  wonder  to  hear  in  the  leaft  controverted  in  this 
4  houfe,  where  fo  great  a  regard  has  always  been 
4  fhewn  to  equity,  and  to  what  appears  to  have 
4  been  the  intention  of  parties  at   the  time  of  con- 

*  tracking. 

4  As  for  the  tranfaction  between  the  government 
4  and  the  South-Sea  company,  in  the  years  1 7 1 9  and 

*  20,  from  the  whole  tenor  of  that  tranfaction  it 
4  appears,  that  the  company  as  well  as  the  govern- 
4  ment,  fuppofed  all  along,  that  the  finking  fund, 
4  and  increafe  thereof,  fhould  remain  appropriated 
4  to  the  paying  off  the  public  debts,  contracted  be- 
4  fore  the  year  1 7 1 6,  and  to  that  ufe  only  \  for  could 
4  either  the  company  or  the  government  fuppofe, 

*  that  any  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  redeemables 
4  would  have  fubferibed  his  debt  into  the  South-fed 
4  company,  if  he  had  been  thereby  to  give  up  the 

*  right  he  then  had  for  being  paid  his  principal  out 

4  of 
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G  of  the  finking  fund  ?  Or  could  either  of  them  fup- 
c  pofe,  that  the  annuitants  would  have  fubfcribed 
'  their  annuities  at  any  price  into  the  South-fea  com- 
<  pany,  if  they  had  thought,  that  they  were  thereby 
'  to  accept  of  a  much  imaller  annuity,  without  any 
4  fecurity  for  their  principal  •,    and   indeed    without 

*  any  tolerable  certainty  for  their  annuities  beingcon- 

*  tinued,  ib  long  as  they  were  then  by  law  payable. 
'  Such  fuppofitions,  either  in  the  company  or  in  the 
6  government,  would  have  been  ridiculous  •,  and  that 

*  neither  of  them   made  any  fuch,   appears    almoft 

*  from  every  claufe  in  the  act.     From   the  whole 

*  tenour  of  the  act,  it  appears,  that  the  meaning  and 

*  intention  of  both  parties  was,  that  the  finking  fund 

*  and  the  increafe  thereof,  mould  remain  appropria- 
*-  ted  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debts,  contracted 

*  before  the  year  1716,  and  that  it  mould  never  be 
6  applied  to  any  other  ufe  •,  and  upon  this  aflurance 
6  it  certainly  was,  that  the  redeemables,  as  well  as 
8  the  irredeemables,  fubfcribed  fo  readily  into  the 
c  South-fea  fund.  This  was  certainly  the  defign  and 
4  the  intention  of  all  the  contracting  parties,  both 
6  in  the  year  171 6  and  in  the  year  1720  ;  and  now 
k  to  pretend,  that  there   was  no  fuch  contract,  that 

*  the  creditors  have  no  right  in  the  finking  fund, 
6  merely  becaufe  this  contract  is  not  recited  in  the 
6  preambles  of  thefe  acts,  in  as  full  and  ample  a 
6  manner,  as  a  conveyancer  would  perhaps  have  re- 
?  cited  it  in  a  deed  between  private  parties,  is  a  me- 

*  thod  of  reafoning  I  am  lure  not  to  be  ufed  in  this 
6  houfe. 

4     '  It  is  true,  my  Lords,  after  a  certain  provifion 

*  was  made,  not  only  for  paying  the  yearly  intereft 
c  to  the  public  creditors,  but  likewife  for  paying.qff 
4  their  principal,  in  a  fmall  number  of  years  ;  in  a 
-  term  that  was  within  every  man's  view,  and  in  fuch 
'  a  fhort  term,  that  it  was  not  probable  this  country 
;  would,  in  that  time,  meet  with   any  fuch  diiafter, 

6  as 
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■  as  might  interrupt  the  payment  either  of  principal 

c  or  intereft,  it  then  began  to  be  an  advantage  to  be 

c  among  thofe  creditors,    who   were  the  Lift  to  be 

'  paid  off;  and  the  ^  v  h-S:a  company,   by  a  claule 

c  in  this  laft  ad,    wifely  p. it  themfelves  among  the 

<  laft  who  were  to  be  eifcaarged  :  Bat  if  the  doc- 
c  trine  now  broached  mould  prevail,  if  two  or  three 
'  more  mifapplications,  fuch  as  that  now  before  us, 
'  mould  be  made,  this  would  loon  ceafe  to  be  an 
c  advantage  •,  the  only  conteft  would  be,  who  mould 
c  be  firft  paid  off,  becaufe  every  man  would  begin 
c  to  be  afraid,  that  an  intire  flop  would  be  put  to 
c  the  annuity,  as  well  as  the  payment  of  the  princi- 
'  pal,  before  the  laft  creditors  could  be  paid  off. 

1  That  the  landed  intereft  ought  not  to  be  loaded 

*  with  any  unneceffary  charge,  is  what  every  man 
c  will  acknowledge ;  but  our  prefent  land-holders 
«  are  all,  I  hopf,  gentlemen  of  better  fenfe,  than  to 
c  defire  that  their  pofterity  mould  be  ruined,  for  the 

*  fake  of  giving  them  a  (mail  prefent  relief;  and 
c  I  am  perfuaded,  there  is  not  a  land-holder  in  Eng- 
<■  land  would  either  murmur  or  complain  at  his  being 
'  loaded  with  (our  millings  in  the  pound,  if  he  faw 
c>  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  prefervation 

<  of  his  King  and  country  :  But  this,  my  Lords, 
4  is  the  difference,    and  the  true  caufe  of  this  new 

*  doctrine,  when  any  additional  or  new  tax  is  im- 
c  pofed,    the  people  feel  the  weight  of  the   annual 

*  public  expence  ;  this  puts  them  upon  inquiring  in- 
6  to  the  neceffiry  for  that  expence,  and  when  they 
c  can  fee  no  ncceffity  for  it,  they  not  only  murmur, 
'  but  thofe  murmurings   become   dangerous  to  the 

*  minifters,  who  fubject  the  nation  to  fuch  an  un- 
*.  neceffary  expence  :  Whereas  no  man  feels  what  is 
'  taken  from  the  finking  fund,  therefore  no  man 
8  inquires  into  the  neceffity  of  that  expence,    which 

*  occafions  its  being  plundered  •,  and  for  this  reafon, 

*  it  will  always  be  looked  on  by  minifters,  as  a 
J  fund  which  they  may  fquander  with  fafety  •,  but 

2  6  this 
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this  may,  and  will,  probably  at  laft,  fall  heavy 
upon  fome  Prince  of  his  Majefty's  family :  At 
the  (lime  time  that  he  fees  almoft  all  the  revenues 
in  the  nation  mortgaged  for  old  debts,  he  may 
find  himfelf  engaged  in  a  war,  as  expenfive  as  was 
that  war. which  occafioned  thofe  debts ;  and  this  is 
fo  melancholy  a  profpe<5t,  that  the  meer  polTibi- 
lity  of  its  exifting,  muft  give  the  moll  affecting 
forrow  to  every  man,  who  has  the  fecurity  and 
honour  of  the  prefent  royal  family  truly  at  heart. 
*  That  the  greateft  part  of  our  prefent  finking 
fund,  is  owing  to  the  yearly  produce  of  our  taxes 
being  much  greater  now  than  it  was  in  time  of 
war,  is,  my  Lords,  what  cannot  be  controverted  ; 
and  that  that  increafe  is  owing  to  the  peace  we  en- 
joy, is  what  can  as  little,  I  think,  be  controverted  ; 
for  granting  that  the  increafe  of  the  yearly  pro- 
duce of  cur  taxes,  is  owing  to  the  increafe  of  our 
people,  to  the  increafe  of  o  lr  luxury,  and  to  the 
good  management  and  exadtnefs  in  collecting  our 
taxes,  yet  as  thefe  three  depend  upon  the  peace  we 
now  enjoy,  therefore  it  muft  be  granted ♦  that  the 
increafe  of  the  yearly  produce  of  our  taxes  de- 
pends alfo  upon  that  peace.  If  we  were  engaged 
in  a  foreign  war,  we  would  be  obliged  to  fend  a 
great  army  2 broad,  luppofmg  we  fent  only  20,000 
men,  we  mull  allow  that  an  army  of  20,000 
effective  men,  would  carry  at  lead  30,000  of 
our  people  out  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  confidering 
the  many  taxes  our  people  pay  at  prefent,  we  may 
reckon  that  every  man  and  woman  in  the  king- 
dom, one  with  anoiher,  pays  at  leaft  a  penny  a 
day  towards  the  public  expence ;  fo  that  if  by  the 
war  30,000  of  our  people  mould  be  carried  out 
of  the  kingdom,  by  that  one  article,  there  would 
be  a  certain  decreafe  in  the  produce  of  our  taxes, 
to  the  amount  of  near  46,000/.  yearly  \  to  which 
muft  be  added,  the  decreafe  that  would  be  occa- 
fioned by  cur  fending  out  great  fleets  yearly  -,  for 

4  tho' 
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tho'  our  mips  of  war,  be  generally  furnilhcd  with 
the  neceffary  provifions  at  home,  yet  none  of  the 
feamen  on  board,  confume  fo  much  of  the  provi- 
fions  of  their  own  country,  or  contribute  fo  much 
to  the  taxes,  as  they  would  do  if  they  Were  living 
at  home.  With  refpect  to  our  luxury,  it  is  a 
maxim  which  always  holds  true,  that  people  are 
never  lb  luxurious  in  time  of  war,  as  they  are  in 
time  of  peace  -,  and  as  the  luxury  of  our  people 
would  decreafe,  we  muft  therefore  expect  that  the 
produce  of  taxes  would  decreafe.  But,  my  Lords, 
the  greateft  decreafe  of  all,  would  be  occafioned 
by  its  being  impoffible  to  collect  our  cufloms  fo 
regularly,  or  to  prevent  fmuggling  in  time  of  war, 
fo  much  as  we  do  in  time  of  peace :  We  would 
have  our  coafts  full  of  privateers,  and  thofe  pri- 
vateers would'  not  only  make  it  impoflible  for  our 
cuftom-houfe  (loops,  to  guard  our  coafts  againft- 
fmugglers,  but  would  often  become  fmugglers 
themielves  ;  and  when  a  great  profit  is  to  be  got, 
it  would  be  impoflible  to  prevent  our  people's 
dealing  with  them.  Thefe  confiderations  mud 
fhew  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  our  finking  fund 
would  be  but  a  very  uncertain  foundation,  for 
fupporting  a  heavy  and  expenfive  war. 
*  With  refpect  to  our  power  of  altering,  amend- 
ing or  repealing  any  law,  it  is  not  at  prefent,  my 
Lords,  the  queftion  before  us  ;  but  this  houfe  has 
always  been  extremely  cautious  of  doing  fo,  when 
fuch  alteration,  amendment  or  repeal,  might  pro- 
bably hurt  the  property  of  private  men  ;  and  the 
bill  now  before  us,  mull:  certainly  be  looked  on,  as 
a  repeal  of  all  thofe  laws,  by  which  the  finking 
fund  has  been  appropriated,  to  the  paying  off  the 
debts  contracted  before  1 7 1 6  •,  and  tho*  that  repeal 
may  not  immediately  much  injure  the  property  of 
the  creditors  of  the  public,  yet  it  is  laying  a  pre- 
cedent, by  which  their  property  may  at  laft  be  in- 
6  tirely  annihilated  ♦,    for  the  neceflities  of  ftate  may 

«  at 
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at  lad  be  made  an  argument  for  feizing,  not  only 
upon  that  fund,  which  ought  to  be  applied  to  pay- 
ing their  principal,  but  upon  thofe  funds  which 
ought  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  their  annui- 
ties ;  and  if  ever  that  happens,  they  will  not  only 
feel,  but  will  complain  loudly  of  the  bill  now  be- 
fore us.  The  finking  fund  is  as  ftrongly  and  as 
firmly  eftabliffied  for  the  payment  of  their  princi- 
pal, as  the  other  funds  are  for  the  payment  of  their 
annuities :  In  both  cafes,  I  can  look  upon  the  Par- 
liament, only  as  the  truftees  of  the  people,  and  as 
fuch,  1  muft,  indeed  doubt,  whether  we  have  a 
power  to  do  what  is  propofed  by  the  bill.  Let 
me  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  a  gentleman,  who  has  a 
great  mortgage  upon  hiseftate,  has  fettled  3,000/. 
a  year  rent-charge  out  of  his  eflate  in  truftees, 
2000/.  whereof  to  be  applied  by  them  yearly,  to- 
wards paying  the  intereil,  and  1000/.  to  be  ap- 
plied yearly  towards  paying  off  fo  much  of  the 
principal  money  due  upon  the  mortgage  \  fuppofe 
this  gentleman  mould  afterwards  grow  a  little  ex- 
travagant, that  he  mould  apply  to  his  truftees,  and 
tell  them  he  had  occafion  for  that  ioco/.  a  year, 
for  the  neceffary  ufes  of  his  family,  and  that  as 
the  mortgagee  did  not  want  his  money,  they  might 
let  alone  paying  off  any  part  of  the  principal  for 
that  year,  in  order  to  fupply  thofe  neceflities  which 
his  extravagance  had  brought  upon  him  :  Now, 
my  Lords,  I  mould  be  glad  to  know,  whether 
the  truftees  could  comply  with  fuch  a  requeft;  or 
if  they  did,  whether  the  heirs  of  that  gentleman 
would  be  bound,  by  a  court  of  equity,  to  approve 
of  what  the  truftees  had  done;  I  am  apt  to  be- 
lieve they  would  not ;  howeve,  as  I  am  no  lawyer, 
I  fhall  not  be  pofitive,  but  would  be  glad  the 
noble  Lord  upon  the  wool-fick,  would  give  the 
houfe  his  opinion  upon  the  cafe. 

<  The 
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«  The  objection,  that  if  the  public  creditors  had 
c  a  right  in  the  linking  fund,  it  could  not  be  applied 
<  towards  reducing  any  of  thole  taxes,  which  are 
8  moit  grievous  upon  the  poor,  is  an  objection  that 
'  has  already  been  made,  and  then  received  a  full 
'  anfwer,  but  as  it  is  now  Again  repeated,  allow  me, 
'  my  Lords,  to  repeat  the  anfwer.  The  public  cre- 
'  ditors  have  a  right  to  have  the  finking  fund  ap- 
4  plied  yearly  to  the  difcharge  of  fome  of  thofe  debts 
6  which  were  contracted  before  the  year  1  7 1 6  -,  but 
c  the  Parliament  may  apply  it  to  the  payment  of 
'  which  of  thofe  debts  it  pleafes :  -As  our  taxes  are 
'  all  mortgaged,  for  the  payment  of  fome  one  or 
'  other  of  thofe  debts,  no  tax  can  be  reduced,  till 
c  the  debt  for  which  it  is  mortgaged,  be  paid  off; 
'  the  meaning  of  that  motion  therefore  was,  that 
c  the  Parliament  fhould  apply  the  finking  fund,  to 
c  the  payment  of  thofe  debts,  for  which  our  mod 
6  grievous  taxes  are  mortgaged,  in  order  that  the 
6  tax  might  then  be  reduced;  fo  that  in  that  motion, 
'  there  was  nothing,  my  Lords,  in  the  leaft  incon- 
c  fiftent  with  that  right,  which  the  public  creditors 
c  have  in  the  finking  fund  ;  which  right  is,  in  my 
c  opinion,  as  a  good  a  right,  as  the  right  they  have  in 
*  thofe  funds,  which  are  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
c  ment  of  their  annuities ;  and  therefore,  I  cannot 
'  but  give  my  negative  to  the  bill  now  before  us.' 

The  queftion  for  pafiing  the  bill  being  at  laft  put, 
it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  without  a  divifion. 

The  Speakers  in  this  debate  were,  againft  the  bill,  sP 
the  Lord  Carteret,  the  Lord  Bathurft,  and  the  Earl 
of  Aylesford :    And  for  the  bill,   the  Lord  !:iervty> 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  *and  the  Earl  of  11 

THE  bill  for  explaining  and  amending  an  acl:  Sf0****** 
paiTed  in  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  in  the  year  ^ 
1 70 1  Entitled %An  atl for -preventing  wrongous  iwprijon- 

mentSy 
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ments,  and  againft  undue  delays  in  trials,  was,  after 
a  long  debate  for  two  days,  at  laft,  upon  a  divifion, 
patted  in  the  houfe  of  Commons  the  5th  of  May, 
by  139  to  131  ;  and  on  the  9th  of  the  fame  month 
the  faid  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time  in  the  houfe  of 
Lords,  when  a  motion  was  made  by  the  Earl  of 
Strafford,  for  having  the  faid  act  pafTed  in  Scotland 
in  the  year  1701,  read  to  the  houfe;  whereupon 
the  Earl  of  Ilay  ftood  up  and  fpoke  to  this  ef- 
fect, viz. 

4  My  Lords,  I  (hall  readily  join  with  the  noble 
xr^sftfReech  c  Lord  in  the  motion  he  has  made  for  having  the 
6  act,  to  which  the  bill  refers,  read  to  your  Lord- 
'  fhips :  This  I  will  rather  agree  to,  becaufe  it  has 
4  of  late  been  induftrioufly  reported,  that  the  liberty 
■  of  the  fubject  in  Scotland  is  no  way  fecured  :  It 
4  has,  I  know,  been  confidently  afferted,  that  the 
c  fubjects  in  that  part  of  the  ifland,  are  ftill  in  a  ftate 

*  of  abfolute  flavery  •,  but  when  your  Lordfhips 
c  have  heard  that  act  read,  you  will  fee  that  there  is 

*  no  manner  of  ground  for  fuch  reports.  Your  Lord - 
c  fhips  will  fee  that  the  Scots  have  not  been  idle, 
4  whenever  they  had  an  opportunity  for  fecuring 

*  their  liberties,    or  for  amending,    explaining  or 

*  enforcing  that  part  of  their  law,  which  relates  to  fe- 

*  curing  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubject: 
c  Therefore  I  hope   your  Lordfhips  will  give  all 

*  poflible  attention  to  the  reading  of  this  act ;  and 
4  as  there  are  fome  law-terms  and  expreflions  in  it 
1  which  fome  of  your  Lordfhips  may  not  perhaps  fo 

*  well  underftand,  I  fhall  beg  leave,  after  it  is  read, 
4  to  give  fome  fhort  explanation  of  them,  from  which 

*  I  hope  I  fhall  be  able  to  make  it  appear,  that  the 
c  act  ftands  no  way  in  need  of  any  amendment  or 
4  explanation  •,  and  that  the  bill  now  before  us,  in- 
4  ftead  of  fecuring  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
4  fubject,  will  render  them  more  uncertain  and  pre- 
4  carious  than  they  were  before.* 

The 
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The  act  was  then  read  •,  and  then  his  Lordfhip 
flood  up  again,  and  after  giving  a  fhort  expla- 
nation of  the  Scotch  law  terms,  went  on  to  this 
effeft. 

c  Thus  your  Lordfhips  may  fee,  that  no  man  in 
'  Scotland  ran  be  taken  up  or  imprifoned,  unlefs  an 
c  information  in  writing,  and  figned  by  the  in  for- 
4  mer,  be  nrft  exhibited  againlt  him  -,  and  when 
1  any  perfon  is  to  be  fent  to  prifon,  the  magi  ft  rate 

*  who  commits  him  is  by  Jaw  obliged  to  exprefs  in 
'  his  warrant  of  committment,  the  crime  he  is  char- 
'  ged  with,  or  the  caufe  of  his  imprifonment  -,  and 
c  farther,  the  jay  lor  or  keeper  of  the  prifon  to 
'  which  he  is  commited,  is  obliged  to  deliver  to 
c  the  prifoner,  a  copy  of  his  warrant  of  commic- 
4  ment :  Then,  my  Lords,  with  refpect  to  tryals,  if 
1  a   prifoner  be   not  brought   to  his  tryal  within  a 

*  certain  number  of  days  in  the  act  limited,  he  may 
'  apply  to  the  proper  court,  and  upon  fuch  applica- 
'  tion,  that  court  is  by  law  obliged  to  bring  him  to 
'  an  immediate  tryal,  or  otherwife  to  difcharge 
c  him.     And  laftly,    my  Lords,    with  refpect  to 

*  bail ;  if  the  crime  with  which  any  prifoner  is  char- 
'  ged,  be  bailable,  it  is  exprefly  ordered  by  the 
1  fame  act,  that  the  judge  or  magiftrate  before  whom 
c  he  is  brought  upon  any  fuch   charge,    fhall  admic 

*  him  to  bail,  and  fhall  not  require  bail  for  any  greac 
c  or  immoderate  fum  ;  nay,  the  law  goes  farther, 
c  it  limits  the  magiftrate  to  a  certain  fum  for  which 
c  he  is  to  take  bail,  according  to  the  rank  and  qua- 
4  lity  of  the  perfon  accufed  ;  and  the  funis  fo  limit- 

*  ed,  are  by  this  act  fo  fmall,  that  even  the  Parlia- 
c  ment  of  Scotland  thought  fit  afterwards  to  increaie 
c  them  to  double  the  iums  fir  ft  appointed. 

'  From  thefe  few  obfervations,    your  Lorcifhips 

*  may  fee  that  the  liberty  of  the  fubject  in  Scotlandy 
4  is  as  fully  fecured  by  this  act,  as  the  liberty  of  the 
c  fubject  is  in  England  by  the  Habeas  Corpus  %  nay, 

Vol.  XIII.  N  '  with 


Parliamentary     A.  1735. 

6  with  refped  to  bail,  the  liberty  of  a  fubjedt  in 
6  Scotland  is,  in  my  opinion,  better  fecured,  becaufe 
'  the  fum  for  which  a  man  is  to  give  bail,  is  there 
c  limited  and  afcertained  •,  whereas,  in  England,  the 
6  fum  for  which  a  man  is  to  give  bail,  is  left  intire- 
'  ly  to  the  difcretion  of  the  judge  or  magiftrate  who 
c  is  to  take  the  bail.  It  is  true,  in  Scotland,  an  in- 
'  formation  upon  oath  is  not  required  ;  but  that  pro- 
c  ceeds  from  the  whole  fpirit  and  tenor  of  their  laws, 

*  by  which  an  oath  is  deemed  fo  facred,  that  it  is 
fc  not  prefumed,  that  any  real  honeft  man  will  vo- 
4  luntarily  fubject  himfelf  to  it ;  and  whoever  does 
c  fo,  is  called  an  ultroneous  witnefs,  which  is  in  that 
6  country  always  deemed  a  good  reafon  for  fufpect- 
c  ing  his  evidence  •,  and  in  all  criminal  matters, 
6  the  lawyers  and  judges  of  Scotland,  have  always 
6  been  of  opinion,  that  no  witnefs  ought  to  be  exa- 

*  mined  upon  oath  againft  any  man,  but  in  a  public 

*  court,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  prifoner,   when 

*  he  and  his  counfel  have  an  opportunity,  and  have 
c  always  full  liberty  to  crofs-examine  the  witnefs, 
'  and  to  make  him  explain  fully  every  thing  he 
4  fays. ' 

His  Lordfhip  then  fpoke  to  the  feveral  claufes  of 
the  bill,  and  endeavoured  to  fhew  the  bad  confe- 
quences  with  which  they  would  be  attended,  and  then 
concluded  with  his  being  againft  committing  of  the 
bill,  for  the  reafons  he  had  offered  ;  and  becaufe, 
that  if  there  was  any  caufe  for  altering  the  law  of 
Scotland,  he  thought  fuch  a  great  alteration  as  was 
propofed  by  that  bill,  ought  not  to  be  made,  but  af- 
ter the  moil  full  and  mature  confideration,  which 
he  thought  they  could  not  have  time  for,  fo  near 
the  end  of  a  fefTion  of  Parliament. 

«» 

To  this  the  Lord  Carteret  anfwered  in  fubftance 
as  follows,  viz. 

'  My 
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c  My  Lords,  as  I  cannot  pretend  to  any  know-  fjpeech  u, 
1  ledge  in  the  law  of  Scotland^  much  lefs  to  fuch  a 
4  thorough  knowledge  of  that  Jaw  as  the  noble 
'  Lord  who  fpoke  lad,  I  am  at  fome  iois  when  I 
1  rife  up,  to  ipeak  to  the  bill  now  before  us.  I  will 
4  grant,  my  Lords,  that  the  Scots  have  provided 
4  as  well  for  their  rights  and  liberties  as  they  could, 

*  and  that  they  have  formerly  endeavoured  to  pre- 
4  vent  all  the  dangers  and  incroachments  which  could 
c  then  be  forefeen  •,  but  it  is  impofTible,  it  would  be 
c  vain  in  any  man,  or  in  any  fet  of  men,  to  pretend 
c  to  guard  againft  all  the  dangers  that  may  thereafter 
4  arife.  The  facts  or  events  which  gave  occafion, 
i  for  bringing  this  bill  into  the  other  houfe,  are  not, 
4  it  is  true,  before  us  •,  but  it  is  certain,  and  I  have 
4  even  heard,  that  fome  things  have  happened  lately 
c  in  that  country,  which  mew,  that  all  the  in- 
4  croachments  that  may  be  made  upon  the  liberty  of 
4  the  fubject,  are  not  fufficiently  guarded  againft  by 
c  the  act  of  the  Scotch  Parliament  which  has  been 
4  now  read  to  you  :  Thefe  late  occurrences,  we  may 
4  fuppofe,  gave  rife  to  this  bill  in  the  other  houfe ; 
1  and  as  there  are  a  great  many  gentlemen  in  that 
c  houfe  who  thoroughly  underftand  the  law  of  Scot- 
1  land,  we  mull  fuppofe  that  they  made  it  fully  ap- 
4  pear  to  the  houfe,  that  fome  fuch  bill  was  necefTary, 
4  before  the  bill  could  pafs  in  that  houfe. 

'  This,  my  Lords,  is  a  general  reafon,  at  lead 
c  for  our  not  rejecting  this  bill ;  but  from  the  ob- 
4  jections  the  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to  make 
4  to  it,  I  plainly  fee  there  is  a  neceffity  for  patting 
4  fome  fuch  bill.  It  is,  I  think,  mod  unreafonable 
'-  that  any  man  mould  be  deprived  of  his  liberty 
4  and  fubjecled  to  the  danger  and  expence  of  a  trial, 
c  perhaps  for  his  life  and  fortune,  upon  a  vague  and 
1  general  information,    not  fworn  to,    but  only  fign- 

*  ed  by  the  informer  •,  which  he  may,  perhaps,  have 
4  given  cut  of  malice,  or  in  a  paflion.  J  foal  I  always 
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c  think  that  fome  fort  of  evidence  is  necefTary,  before 
4  a  fubject  be  imprifoned,  or  fo  much  as  profecuted 
4  for  any  crime  •,  and  I  am  fure,  the  leaft  ev;dence 
4  that  can,   in  fuch  a  cafe,   be  required,    is  the  oath 

*  of  one  witnefs.      Another  particular  reafon  for  e- 

*  yincing  the  neceffity  of  fome  fuch  bill  is,  that  I 
c  find  it  is  neither  the  law  nor  the  cuftom  in  Scot- 
4  land,  to  examine  the  perfon  accufed  before  he  is 
4  committed  to  prifon  ;  yet  this,  I  muft  think,  ought 
4  always  to  be  done,  becaufe,  by  fuch  examination, 
4  the  magiftrate,  who  grants  his  warrant,  may  find, 

*  that  the  information  upon  which  he  granted  the 
4  warrant,  was  falfe  and  malicious.  This,  my 
4  Lords,  I  am  convinced  of  from  experience  ;  for 
6  when  I  had  the  honour  to  be  in  a  place  of  high 
4  trufl:  under  the  crown,  there  was  a  fellow  came  to 
4  me,  and  gave  me  an  information  upon  oath,  of  no 
4  lefs  a  crime  than  high  treafon,  again  ft  fome  per- 
4  fons  in  Wapping  •,  which  information  was  fo  clear 
4  and  diftinct,  and  the  facts  fo  probable,  that  I  had 
4  not  the  lead  reafon  to  doubt  of  it  *,  however,  as  it 
4  was  my  duty,  I  ordered  the  perfons  accufed  to  be 
4  brought  directly  before  me  ;  and,  upon  examining 
4  them,  I  very  loon  found  that  it  was  a  falfe  and  a 
4  villainous  information,  given  by  a  fellow  who  had 
4  run  deeply  in  their  debt,  and  had  taken  that  way 
4  to  get  free  of  what  he  owed  them  \  whereupon  I 
4  difmifTed  the  perfons  accufed,  and  had  the  infor- 
4  mer  immediately  fecured  :  Of  this  ftory  I  acquaint- 
4  ed  his  late  Majefty,  who  was  fo  good  as  to  order 
4  the  Attorney-General,  to  profecute  the  fellow  for 
4  perjury,  of  which  he  was  accordingly  convicted, 
4  and  for  which  he  fuffered  feverely. 

His  Lordfhip  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  ob- 
jections made  to  the  feveral  claufes  of  the  bill,  mod  of 
which  he  endeavoured  not  only  to  anfwer,  but  to  fhew, 
that  from  each  of  them  arofe  a  ftrong  argument  for 
the  neceffity  of  patting  fome  fuch  bill.       Some  of  the 
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objections  however  he  admitted,  but  mewed,  that 
they  might  be  very  eafily  removed  by  amendments, 
which  might  and  certainly  would  be  made  in  the 
committee;  and  concluded  with  faying,  That  he 
hoped  he  had  faid  enough  to  perfuade  their  Lord- 
fhips  that  they  ought  to  commit  the  bill,  where  they 
might  make  what  alterations  and  amendments  they 
thought  proper  •,  and  if  any  of-  their  Lordfhips  mould 
not  be  pleafed  with  it  when  fo  altered  and  amended, 
they  might  throw  it  our  upon  the  third  reading: 
but  this  was  not  complied  with,  as  appears  by  the 
following  protcft. 

Die  Veneris,   9  Mail,    1735. 

Ho  die  2  da  vice  left  a  eft  bill  a,  In  titled,  An  Aft  for 
explaining  and  amending  an  Aft  pajfed  in  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Scotland,  and  in  l be  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  one,  Intitled,  An  Act  for  -preventing 
wrongous  imprifonment,  and  againft  undue  delays  in 
tryals.     Propoied  to  commit  the  bill. 

After  debate,  the  queftion  was  put,  Whether 
this  bill  fhall  be  committed  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  negative.  Contents  28,  Not 
Contents  60. 

DiJJentient. 
1 .  T)  Ecaufe  we  apprehend  a  bill  of  this  nature,  fent 
JL)  l,p  fr°m  tne  houfe  of  Commons,  ought  at 
leait  to  have  undergone  the  form  of  a  commitment; 
fince  whatever  was  unnecefTary  or  wrong  in  it,  might 
there  have  been  left  out  or  amended.  But  feveral 
matters  contained  in  the  bill  feem  to  us  highly  ex- 
pedient to  be  paffed  into  a  law  •,  for,  by  the  law  of 
Scotland,  as  it  now  (lands,  any  judge  may,  by  a 
fummary  warrant,  commit  perfor.s  upon  informa- 
tion figned,    without  any  oath  made,-  and  without 
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convening  the  parties  before  him,  or  heaving  what 
they  can  ailecige  in  their  own  juftification,  and 
fend  them  to  a  remote  prifon  in  any  corner  of  the 
kingdom.  No  exprefs  words  in  any  ftatute,  do 
at  prefent  forbid  fuch  a  practice,  and  we  have 
great  reafon  to  believe  that  fome  abufe  of  this  unli- 
mited power  did  appear  before  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons, which  might  probably  give  the  ntlT.  rife  to 
the  bill. 

2.  Becaufe,  as  the  Habeas  Corpus  act  is  the  great 
fecurity  of  the  liberties  of  this  part  of  the  united 
kingdoms,  it  would  be,  in  our  opinion,  both  un- 
fafe  and  ungenerous,  net  to  extend  the  fame  liberty  to 
the  other.  For,  mould  they,  who  have  hitherto 
been  brave  afTertors  of  their  liberties,  find  themfelves 
expofed  to  opprefiion,  from  which  the  reft  of  their 
fellow  fubjects  are  fecured  by  law,  neceflity  may 
prompt  them  to  attempt,  by  violence,  to  free  them- 
felves ;  or  revenge  provoke  them  to  become  the  in- 
flruments  of  power,  and  bring  us  under  the  fame 
dependence.  And  the  hiitory  of  the  late  times  fuffi- 
ciently  convinces  us,  that  in  thofe  reigns,  when  arbi- 
trary power  was  defigned  and  attempted  in  this 
kingdom,  defperate  and  adventurous  agents  were 
firft  fent  to  try  the  experiment  in  Scotland. 

3.  Bscaufe  there  was  a  provifion  in  the  bill,  to 
prevent  an  abufe  of  feizing  perfons  on  pretence  of 
debt,,  and  detaining  them  till  the  elections  were  over, 
where  they  had  a  right  to  vote  •,  the  protection  grant- 
ed by  the  bill  was  no  more  than  what  every  common 
court  of  juftice  actually  allows  to  any  evidence, 
whefe  prefence  may  be  necelTary  in  matters  of  much 
jefs  coniequence :  And,  we  cannot  help  teftifying 
our  furprize,  that  this  regulation  has  not  already  been 
made  over  the  whole  united  kingdoms  :  We  hope, 
however,  another  feifion  will  not  pais  without  taking 
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effectual  care  to  prevent  inch  a  dangerous  abufe  of 
law, 

4.  Becaufe  experience  has  (hewn  us  the  benefit 
which  arofe  from  delivering  the  fubjects  of  that  part 
of  the  kingdom  from  their  vaffalage,  and  freeing 
them  from  a  fervile  dependence  on  their  fuperiors  -, 
and,  as  we  conceive  the  purport  of  this  bill  was  no 
more  than  a  natural  extedion  of  the  fame  meafure, 
it  would  have  been  the  mod  probable,  if  not  the-on- 
ly  method  to  eradicate  any  remaining  difaff-ction  ; 
tho*  we  have  no  grounds  to  fuppofe,  from  any  late 
tranlactions,  that  there  is  any  fuch.  On  the  contra- 
ry, thofe  who  were  thought  the  moll  difaifected, 
have  lately  appeared  iufliciently  tractable.  But  what 
difarfection  the  rejecting  fuch  a  bill  may  create,  even 
among  the  beft  iubjects,  and  thofe  who  have  al- 
ways been  moft  attached  to  the  prefent  eilablifhmenr, 
we  cannot  reflect  upon  without  concern.  For,  as 
the  union  was  made  in  fupport  of  the  prefent  efta- 
blifhment,  which  is  founded  upon  the  revolution, 
and  the  revolution  upon  principles  of  liberty,  they 
who  have  always  aiTerted  thofe  principles,  may  (as 
we  apprehend)  juftly  complain,  that  the  liberty  of 
the  fubjecr.  is  not  equally  iecured  in  every  part  of  the 
united  kingdom. 

5.  Becaufe,  we  are  apprehenfive  it  will  appear  ve- 
ry extraordinary  to  the  world,  that  a  bill  tor  the  fe 
curity  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubject,  fhould  have  been 
thrown  out  of  this  houfe  without  a  commitment, 
when  fo  many  bills  have  paffed  for  laying  on  or  con- 
tinuing fevere  and  heavy  duties  upon  them.  Remote 
apprehenfions,  dangers  barely  poffible,  and  ki'pi- 
cions  of  difafrection,  have  been  arguments  formerly 
made  ufe  on  the  fide  of  the  crown,  for  enacting 
the  fevered  penal  laws  upon  the  fubject  ♦,  and 
conceive  it  flili  more  incumbent  on  the  legifta? 
tuft  to  be  watchful   over  the  liberties  of  the 

N  4 


Parliamentary     A.  1735. 

pie,  committed  to  their  care,  fince  it  is  much  ea- 
fier  to  reft  rain  liberty  from  running  into  licentiouf- 
nefs,  than  power  from  fwelling  into  tyranny  and 
opprefilon. 

6.  Becaufe  liberty  being  the  common  birth-right 
of  all  mankind,  and  frill  preferved  to  this  nation  by 
the  wifdom  and  courage  of  our  anceftors,  we  think 
an  infringement  of  that  right,  tho'  but  for  an  hour, 
by  wrongful  imprifonment,   is  not  only  an  injury  to 
the  perfon  immediately  concerned,  but   a  notorious 
invafion  of  the  conftitution.     We  fhould  not  deferve 
thofe  liberties  our  felves,  if  we  did  not  take  the  moil 
effectual  methods  to  tranfmit  them  in  their  full  extent 
to  lateft  pofterity,   and  to  reftrain,  by  proper  laws, 
any    flagitious  attempts  of  minifters  prompted   by 
ambition,   or  drove  by   defpair,   who   may  at  any 
time  hereafter  endeavour    to  undermine   or  attack 
them.     Humanity    and  generofity  particularly  call 
upon  us,  who-  are  diftinguifhed  by  many  privileges 
and  advantages  peculiar  to  ourfelves,    to    fecure  to 
the  people  that  liberty   which  they  have  an  equal 
right  to  with  us ;  a  blefting  !  the  meaneft  fubject  of 
this  kingdom  ought  ever  to  enjoy   in  common  with 
the  greateft. 

Chefierfield,  Cobham,  Coventry, 

Oxford  and  Mori.  Strafford,  Thanet, 

Mont  joy,  Bathurft,  Gower, 

Haver/bam,  Litchfield,  WincheJfea, 

Suffolk,  Boyle,  Northampton. 

Foley,  Berkjhire, 

The  queflion  having  been  thus  carried  againft 
committing  this  bill,  it  was  therefore  of  courfe  re- 
jected. 


ON 
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ON  T/jurfcIay  the  15th  of  May  the  King  cam- 
to  the  haute  of  Peers,  and  the  Commons  be- 
ing fent  for,  his  Majefty  gave  the  royal  afient  to  fe- 
veral  public  and  private  bills. 

After  which  his  Majority  made  the  following  fpeech 
to  both  houfes, 

c  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
«  T  AM  glad  the  bufmefs  of  this  feflion  of  Parlia-  **£*& 
4   A    roent  is  brought  to   fuch  a  conclufion,   that  I  P°C 
'  have  now  an  opportunity  of  giving   you  fome  re- 
c  cefs,  after  the  great  pains  you    have  taken  in  the 
1  fervice  of  your  country.     On  thisoccafion  I  muft, 
4  in  juftice,  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  many  in- 
'  (lances  you  have  given  me  of  your  duty  and  affec- 
1  tion  to  my  perfon  and  government,    and  for    the 
4  necefTiry  provifions  you  have  made  for  the  public 
€  fecurity,  as  far  as  the  immediate  circumftances  of 
'  affairs  might  require. 

6  I  have  confidered,  with  great  care  and  attention, 
'  the  prefent  fituation  of  Europe,  and  duly  weighed 
4  the  confequences  that  may  arife  from  the  progreis 
'  of  the  war,  either  by  means  of  its  becoming  more 
4  general,  or  continuing  only  to  be  carried  on  be- 
4  tween  the  powers  already  engaged. 

4  An  accommodation  of  thefe  unhappy  troubles, 
1  appeared  to  be  the  belt  means  to  prevent  the  dan- 
4  gers  that  are  to  be  apprehended  on  either  fide. 
'  In  this  view,  a  plan  of  pacification  was  concerted 

*  between  me  and  the  States-General  with  great  im- 
'  partiality,  and  not  without  reafonable  grounds  to 
4  hope  for  fliccefs  j  although  it  hath  not  had  the  de- 
'  fired  effecl. 

4  But  all  farther  refolutions,  to  be  taken  in  this 
4  important  and  critical  conjuncture,   will  be  princi- 

*  pally  determined  by  future  events.     This  makes  it 

*  impoflible  for  me,  at  prefent,  to  take  the  previous 
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c  advice  and  concurrence  of  my  Parliament,  in  fuch 

*  meafures  as  may  become  abfolutely  necefTary  to  be 
c  entered  into.  Bat  you  may  be  allured,  that  my 
c  conftant  concern  for  the  public  welfare,  the  liber- 
c  ties  of  Europe,  and,  in  particular,  for  the  felicity 
6  and  fccurity  of  thefe  kingdoms,  will  never  fuffer  me 
1  to  take  any  fteps,  but  fuch  as  the  honour  and  in- 

*  tereft  of  my.  crown  and  people  fhall  call  for  and 
c  juftify.     And,   in  the   purfuit  of  thefe  great  and 

*  defirable  ends,  I  do,  with  the  beft  grounded  con- 
c  fidence,  promife  myfelf  your  zealous  and  affect  i- 

*  onate  fupport. 

*  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
'  I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  the  fupplies 
4  you  have,  with  fo  much  chearfulnefs  and  difpatch, 
£  granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year  •,  which 
c  have  been  fo  effectually  railed,  and  accompanied 
c  with  fo  feafonablean  augmentation  of  our  forces  by 
c  iea  and  land,  that  I  fhall  be  in  a  condition  to  make 
c  ufe  of  them,  in  the  mod  advantageous  manner, 
'  for  the  public  fervice,  as  any  occafion  that  may 
c  happen  to  arife  fhall  require. 

c  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
c  The  conduct  and  prudence  of  this  Parliament, 
c  in  a  time  of  fo  great  difficulty,  cannot  be  enough 
c  commended.  The  pofture  of  affairs  before  us, 
6  required  all  poffible  relblution,  joined  with  caution, 
c  neither  to  be  unwarily  involved  in  the  prefent  di- 
c  flurbances,  nor  to  remain  unprovided  againft  thofe 
c  dangers,  which  are  too  obvious  to  (land  in  need  of 
c  any  explanation,   and  may  either  directly  or   re- 

*  motely  affect  us. 

'  As  I  think  it  neceffiry,  this  fummer,  to  vifit 
c  my  dominions  in  Germany,  it  is  my  intention  to 
c  appoint  the  Queen  regent  here  during  my  abfence; 

*  of  whole  juft  and  prudent  adminiftration  you  have, 
J  on   the   like  occafion,  had  experience.     Let  me 

2  c  earneftly 
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'  carneftly  recommend  it  to  you,  to  render  the  bur- 

'  den  of  this  weighty  truft  as  cafy  to  her  as  poflSble, 

fc  by  making  it  your  conitant  ftudy  and  endeavour, 

4  as  I  am  iiire  it  is  your  inclination,  to  preierve   the 

c  peace  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  diicountenance  and 

1  iupprefs  all  attempts  to  raife  groundless  difcontents 

4  in  the  minds  of  my  people,  whofe    happinefs  hath 

6  always  been,    and    mail  continue,   my   daily   and 

4  uninterrupted  care. 

And  afterwards  the  Lord  Chancellor,   by  his  Ma- 
] city's  command,  laid, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

IT  is  his  Majefty's  royal  will  and  pleafure,  that 
this  Parliament  be  prorogued  to  Thurfday  the 
1 2th  day  dijune  next,  to  be  then  here  held  ;  and 
this  Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  Thurfday 
the  1 2th  day  of  June  next. 


The  fecond  Jeff  on  of  the  fourth  Septennial  Par- 
liament. 

ON  Thurfday  the  1 5th  of  January  his  Majefty 
opened  the  felTion  with  the  following  fpeech 
from  the  throne,   viz. 


c 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  happy  turn  which  the  affairs  of  Europe  The  King' 
have  evidently  taken,  fince   the  end  of  the  pe ' 
c  laft  ielTion  of  Parliament,  muft,   I  am   perfuaded, 
4  give  you  all,  as  it  does  me,  the  greateft   fatisfac- 
4  tion. 

4  I  acquainted  you  then,  that  a  plan  of  pacifica- 
*  tion,  concerted  between  me  and  the  States-General 
6  of  the  United  Provinces,  had  been  propofed  to  the 
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c  parties  engaged  in  the  war,  which  had  not  the  ef- 
'  feci:  to  prevent  the  opening  of  the  campaign  :  The 

*  armies  took  the  field,  and  the  war  was  carried  on 
«  in  fome  parts  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  give  very 
«  juft  apprehenfions,  that  it  would  unavoidably  be- 
c  come  general,  from  an  abfolute  neceflity  of  prefer- 

*  ving  that  balance  of  power,  on  which  the  fafety 
c  and  commerce  of  the  maritime  powers  fo  much 
4  depend.- 

'  This  confideration  determined  me  to  perfevere, 
c  jointly  with  the  States,  in  repeating  our  moll  ear- 
c  neft  inftances  to  the  contending  parties  to  agree  to 

*  an  armiftice,  and  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  forob- 

*  taining  a  general  peace,  upon  the  bafis  of  the  plan 

*  we  had  propofed  to  them. 

c  While  affairs  continued  in   this  date  of  delibe- 

*  ration,  the  heat  and  fury  of  the  war  abated  •,  and 
e  the  Emperor  and  the  moil  Christian  King,  in 
V  confequence  of  their  repeated  profeffions,  ofafin- 
c  cere  difpofition  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  by  an 
'  honourable  and  folid  peace,  concerted  and  agreed 
c  upon  certain  preliminary  articles,  to  anfwer  that 
c  mod  defirable  end.  An  armiftice  is  fince  agreed 
'  to  by  all  the  parties  engaged  in  the  war  ;  and  the 
c  contracting  powers,  in  regard  to  the  good  offices 
c  employed  by  me  and  the  States,  have  communi- 

*  cated  to  us,  by  their  refpective  minifters,  the  pre- 
«  liminaries,  defiring  our  concurrence  for  effectuat- 
'  ing  a  general  pacification  upon  the  terms  thereby 
c  ftipulated. 

*  It  appearing,  upon  due  examination,  that  thefe 
c  articles  do  not  eflentially  vary  from  the  plan  pro- 

*  pofed  by  me  and  the  ftates,  nor  contain  any  thing 
'*  prejudicial  to  the  equilibre  of  Europe,  or  to  the 
'  rights  and  interefts  of  our  refpective  fubje&s  •,  we 

*  have  thought  fit,  in  purfuance  of  our  conftant  pur- 
c  pofe,  to  contribute  our  utmoft  towards  a  general 
'  pacification,  to  declare,  by  a  joint  refoludon,  to 
'  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  France,  our  approbation 

•  of 
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(  of  the  faid  preliminaries,  and  our  read inefs  tocon- 

*  cur  in  a  treaty  to  be  made  for  bringing  them  to 
■  perfection. 

'  Thefe  preliminaries  have  been  likewife  commu- 

1  nicatcd  to  the  Kings  of  Spain  and  Sardinia  ;  and 

c  although  thofe  Princes  have   not  as  yet,  in  form, 

c  declared  their  final  refolutions  upon  them,  there  is 

4  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  love  of  peace, 

'  their  avowed  difpofnions  for  putting  an  end  to  the 

«  troubles  of  Europe,  and  the  amicable  interpofition 

'  of  common  friends,  will  prevail  upon  them  to  a- 

c  gree  to  what  has  been  thus  concerted,    upon  rea- 

'  fonable  fecurity  given  them  for  the  peaceable  pof- 

c  feflion  and  enjoyment  of  the  countries   allotted  to 

*  them. 

■  In  thefe  circumftances,  my   firft   care   was,  to 

c  eafe  the  burdens  of  my  people,  asfoon,  and  as  far 

c  as  prudence,  in  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs,  would 

c  permit.     I  have  therefore  ordered  a  confiderable 

c  reduction  to  be  made  of  my  forces,    both  by  fea 

*  and  land  ;  and  if  the  influence  of  the  crown  of 
c  Great-Britain,  and  the  refpect  due  to  this  nation, 

*  have  had  any  Ihare  in  com  poling  the  prefent  trou- 
'  bles  in  Europe,  or  preventing  new  ones,  I  am  per- 
'  fuaded  you  will  be  of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  ne- 
'  ceffary  to  continue  fome  extraordinary  expence, 
«  until  there  be  a  more  perfect  reconciliation  among 
4  the  feveral  powers  of  Europe. 

*  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
1  I  have  offered  the  proper  officers  to  Jay  before 
c  you  the  eftimates  for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
c  year;  and  I  make  no  doubt,  but  my  defire 
'  to  make  the  charge  of  the  publick  as  low  as  pof- 
c  fible,  will  find  in  you  the  fame  readinefs  to  grant 
4  the  neceffary  fupplies  with  chearfulnefs  and  unani- 
'  mity. 

*  My 
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c  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
c  I  am  willing  to  hope,  this  pleafing  profpecl  of 
c  peace  abroad,  will  greatly  contribute  to  peace  and 
c  good  harmony  at  home.  Let  that  example  of 
<  temper  and  moderation,  which  has  fo  happily 
c  calmed  the  fpirits  of  contending  Princes,  banifh 
c  from  among  you  all  inteftine  difcorcl  and  diffention. 

*  Thofe  who  truly  with  the  peace  and  profperity  of 
c  their  country,  can  never  have  a  more  favourable 
c  opportunity  than  now  offers,  of  diftinguifhing  them- 

*  felves,  by  declaring  their  fatisfaction  in  the  progrefs 
c  already  made,    towards  reftoring  the  public  tran- 

*  quility,  and  in  promoting  what  is  dill  neceffary  to 
c  bring  it  to  perfection* 

Motion  for  This  fpeech  was  immediately  taken  into  confide- 
ration  by  the  houfe  of  Lords,  and  the  fame  being 
read  to  the  houfe,  is  was  moved  as  follows,  viz.  To 
order,  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  to  return  the  thanks  of  this  houfe  for  his 
mod  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne  :  To  exprefs 
the  juft  fenfe  this  houfe  hath  of  his  Majefty's  great 
concern  for  the  balance  of  Europe,  his  vigilance  to 
prevent  a  general  war,  and  to  maintain  the  fecu- 
rity  and  commerce  of  his  kingdoms  :  To  declare 
their  fitisfaction  in  his  Majefty 's  perfeverance,  to 
purfue  thefe  great  ends,  by  endeavouring  to  bring 
the  contending  powers  to  an  accommodation,  and 
the  well-grounded  hopes  which  they  always  conceiv- 
ed, that  the  good  offices  of  his  Majefty  and  the 
States  General,  would  be  attended  with  real  and  be- 
neficial effects  :  To  congratulate  his  Majefty,  on 
the  pleafing  profpect  of  approaching  tranquility  ; 
and  to  exprefs  the  great  fatisfaction  of  this  houfe 
upon  the  gracious  communication  made  in  his  fpeech, 
touching  the  preliminary  articles  between  the  Em- 
peror and  France,    and  the  joint  refolution  taken 

there- 
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thereupon  by  his  Majefty  and  the  States:  To  ac- 
knowledge, with  the  greatcft  gratitude,  his  M 
fly's  tender  care  of  his  people,  in  preferving  to  them 
the  bleffings  of  peace  •,  and  to  declare,  that  this  houfe 
fees  with  pleafure,  in  our  prefent  fituation,  the  hap- 
py e  fleets  of  the  extraordinary  fupplies  of  late  years 
granted  by  Parliament:  To  return  his  Majefty  the 
thanks  of  this  houfe,  for  the  orders  given  lor  a  re- 
duction of  his  forces-,  alluring  him,  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner,  that  this  houfe  will  zealoully  and  chearfully 
concur  in  all  fuch  meafures  as  (hall  be  neceflary 
to  lecure  the  fafety  of  his  Majefty's  kingdoms,  and 
to  continue  the  juft  influence  of  his  crown  among  the 
powers  abroad  :  To  promife  his  Majefty,  that  this 
houfe  will,  to  the  utmoft,  promote  good  harmony 
and  unanimity  at  home,  and  demoniirate,  by  all  their 
actions,  how  much  they  have  at  heart  the  effectual 
fupport  of  his  Majefty  and  his  government,  the  } 
fervation  of  the  Proteftant  fuccelTion,  and  the  peace 
and  profperity  of  their  country. 

To  this  motion  feveral  objections  were  made-, 
and  in  particular  it  was  propofed  to  leave  out,  in  the 
fifth  paragraph,  thefe  words,  viz.  And  to  declare,  that 
thishoufe  fees  with  pleafure,  in  our  prefent  fit nation,  the 
happy  effetls  of  the  extraordinary  fupplies  of  late  years 
granted  by  Parliaments. 

The  arguments  made  ufe  of  in  fupport  of  this  a- 
mendment,  were  in  fubftance  as  follows,  *viz. 

c  My  Lords,  by  the  ancient  ufage  of  this  houfe,  Argomeat 

*  no  fpeech  from   the  throne  was  ever    taken  into  mendmai. 
'  confideration  the  fame  day  it  was  made.     Our  an  - 

c  ceftors  were  not  fo  complaifant  as  to  make  any 
c  compliments  even  to  the  throne  itfelf,  without 
1  having  firft  maturely  weighed  the  fubject  upon 
'  which  they  were  to  make  their  compliments;  and 
c  therefore  they  always  appointed  a  day  for  taking 
c  his  Majefty's  fpeech  into  confideration  ;   in  order 

*  that  thofe  Lords,  who  knew  nothing  of  the  fpeech 

<  till 
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heard   it  from   the  throne,  might  have 


time  to  perufe  it,  and  to  confider  what  might  pro- 
perly be  faid,  by  way  of  return.  This,  my  Lords, 
was  the  ancient  cuftom,  and  this,  I  mull  think, 
was  more  confident  with  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  this  houfe,  than  that  method  we  have  lately 
fallen  into,  of  taking  his  Majdly's  fpeech  imme- 
diately into  our  consideration,  and  agreeing  to  fuch 
an  add  re  is  as  fome  Lords  may  be  pleated  to  pro- 
pofe,  before  we  can  pofllbly  have  time  to  confider, 
whether  it  be  proper  or  nor.  For  this  reafon  I 
could  wifh  we  would  return  to  our  ancient  cu- 
ftom,  and  inftead  of  agreeing  or  difagreeing  to 
the  morion  now  made,  appoint  a  day  for  tak- 
ing his  Majefty's  fpeech  into  our  confideration, 
and  order  the  houfe  to  be  fummoned  for  that  pur- 
poie. 

'  As  I  knew  nothing  of  the  contents  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  fpeech,  till  I  heard  it  from  the  throne,  it 
cannot,  my  Lords,  be  prefumed  that  I  can  Hate 
my  objections  to  the  addrefs  now  propofed,  in  fuch 
a  regular  manner  as  I  might  60,  if  a  day  were  ap- 
pointed for  our  taking  the  fpeech  into  confiderati- 
on: I  believe  there  are  a  great  many  other  Lords 
in  the  fame  circum Ranees  with  me ;  and  although 
we  had,  in  a  private  manner,  been  fully  informed 
of  the  contents  of  that  fpeech  which  was  to  be 
made,  yet  I  do  not  think  it  regular,  or  confident 
with  the  dignity  of  this  houfe,  to  proceed  upon 
any  fuch  private  information.  As  members  of 
this  houfe,  we  can  have  nothing  under  our  confi- 
deration, nor  ought  we  to  form  an  opinion  or  a 
refolution  about  any  thing,  till  it  has,  in  a  proper 
and  regular  manner  been  laid  before  the  houfe ; 
and,  in  this  light,  I  am  of  opinion  none  of  your 
Lordfhi.ps  can  fay,  that  you  have  fully  and  ma- 
turely confidered  the  fpeech  now  before  you  ;  for 
my  own  part,  I  am  fure  I  cannot  •,  but  even  from 
the  little  time  I  have  had,  to  confider  the  fpeech 

<  and 
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4  and  the  addrefs  now  moved  for,    I  am  fare  I  can- 

4  not  pretend  to  fay,  that  my  hopes  have  been  an- 

4  fwered  by   the  peace  that  has  been  concluded,  or 

4  by  any  thing  elfe  that  lias  happened  ;  for  I  muft 

*  fay,    I  could  never  form  any  hopes  from  the  mea- 

*  fures  we  have  taken,  or  from  any  account  of  our 
4  late  tran  fid  ions,  that  has  ever  been  laid  before  this 
4  houfe ;  and,  I  believe,  there  any  many  of  your 
4  Lordfhips,  who  have  always  been  of  the  fame  0- 
4  pinion  with  me  •,  therefore,    if  we  refolve  to  men- 

*  tion  in  our  addrefs,  any  thing  about  our  hopes,  I 
4  think  we  ought  to  fay,  that  by  various  hidden 
4  caufes,  and  extraordinary  incidents,  Providence  has 
4  been  pleafed,  without  any  merit  in  us,  to  bring 
4  about  a  peace,  far  beyond  our  hopes,  and  even  con- 
4  trary  to  our  expectations.     A  peace,  my  Lords, 

*  has,  it  is  true,  been  brought  about,  but  I  am  very 
4  certain,  we  cannot  fay  it  is  a  good  peace  for  this 
4  nation  5  arid  I  am  much  afraid^  it  will  not  be  fo 

*  lading  as  fome  people  may  perhaps  imagine. 

4  I  know,  my  Lords  it  has  always  been  fa  id  that 

4  no  expreflions  in   our   addrefs  of  thanks,  for  his 

4  Majefty's  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne, 

*  can  any  way  tye  up  or  controul  the   future  pro- 

*  ceedings  or  refolutions  of  this  houfej  yet  I  hope  we 

*  fhall  always  take  care,  not  to  put  any  exprefllon  or 

*  allegation  in  an  addrefs  of  this  houfe  which  the 
4  generality  of  the  world  knows  to  ba  falfe  ;  and  for 
4  this  reafon,  I  cannot  agree  to  put  any  words  into 
4  our  addrefs,  which  may  feem  to  infmuate,  that  the 
4  peace  was  owing  to  any  preparations  made  by  us, 
4  or  to  any  fupplies  granted  by  former  Parliaments. 
4  Can  it  be  pretended,  that  there  is  the  lead  ground 
4  for  any  fuch  infinuation  ?  Can  it  be  faid,  that  our 
4  adding  6  or  7000  men  to  our  land  forces,  had  fo 
4  frightened  France,  as  to  make  them  give  up  any 
4  of  thofe  pretentions  they  had  ferioufly  at  heart  ? 
4  Can  it  be  alledged,  that  our  fquadrons  made  them 
4  give  up  the  affair  of  Poland,  when  the  whole  world 

Vol.  XIII.  O  4  knows, 
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c  knows,  we  never  fent  fo  much  as  one  fhip  into 

*  the  Baltic  ?  Or  can  it  be  faid,  that  our  fquadrons 
<  fet  limits  to  any  of  their  defigns  in  Italy,  without 
c  ever  appearing  in  the  Mediterranean  ?  My  Lords, 
'  whatever  his  Majefty's  endeavours  were,  we  may 
4  judge  from  the  event,  that  he  could  have  no  hand 

*  in  the  peace  that  has  been  concluded  •,  for  I  am 

*  convinced  his  Majefty  never  did,  nor  ever  would 
«  ufe  the  leaft  endeavour,  for  annexing  to  the  crown 
c  of  France  for  ever,  the  whole  dominions  of  the 
c  Duke  of  Lorrain  :  This,  my  Lords,  is  a  ceflion^ 
6  which  this  nation,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  Europe* 
«  may  foon  have  reafon  to  repent  of:  It  is  a  meafure, 
c  which  I  am  lure  his  Majefty  would  never  propofe 
y  or  countenance  ;  and  if  any  of  his  minifters  did 

*  fo,  I  call  upon  them  now  to  declare  it :  But,  my 
c  Lords,  I  believe  no  one  of  them  will  dare  to  own 
c  any  fuch  thing  •,    and  as  this  was  apparently  the 

*  motive,  which  induced  France  to  facrifice  all  her 

<  other  views,  as  well  as  moft  of  the  views  of  her 

*  allies,  how  can  we  fay  in  our  addrefs,  with  any 

*  appearance  of  truth,  that  the  peace  v/as  owing  to 
c  our  preparations,  or  to  any  of  his  Majefty's  en- 
c  deavours?  Or  how  can  we  from  thence  declare, 
6  that  we  fee  with  pleafure,  the  happy  effects  of  the 
*■  extraordinary  fupplies  of  late  years  granted  by  Par- 

<  liaments  ?  Therefore,  if  your  Lordfhips  are  refol- 
'  ved  to  agree  immediately  upon  an  addrefs  of  thanks, 
c  I  hope  you  will  leave  thefe  words  out  of  your 

*  addrefs ;  for  I  cannot  think  any  of  your  Lord- 
c  fhips  will  fay,  you  fee  with  pleafure  the  dominions 
4  of  France  enlarged,  by  the  acceftion  of  fuch  an  ex- 

*  tenfive  and  convenient  country  as  that  of  the  dutchy 
&  of  Lorrain. 

The  anfwer  was  in  fubftance  as  follows,  viz. 


Anf\Tcr. 


6  Whatever  the  ancient  cuftom  may  have  been, 
my  Lords,  with-  relation  to  the  appointing  a  day 

'  to 
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*  to  cake  his  Majefty's  fpeech  into  confidcraticn,  it 

*  fe  certain  rhis  cuftom   has  been   long  laid  afidej 

*  for  it  muft  be  granted,  that  not  only  (or  a  great 
'  many  years,  but  even  for  a  great  many  reigns,  the 
6  cuftom  and  ufage  of  this  houfe  has  always  been,  to 
&  take  his  Majefty's  fpeech  immediately  into  our 
s  confederation,  and  to  order  an  addrefs,  byway  or 
'  return  thereto.  This,  1  fay,  my  Lords,  has  been 
«  the  uninterrupted  cuftom  for  many  reigns ;  and 
c  now  to  deviate  from  that  cuftom,  or  to  reaffume 

*  an  old  oblblete  cuftom  upon  the  prefent  occafion, 
6  would  certainly  look,  as  if  we  difapproved  of 
'  fome  of  the  meafures  lately  taken  by  his  Majefty, 
'  and  would  be  in  fome  manner  offering  a  fort  of 
6    indignity  to  him •,  which  I  am  perfuaded  no  one 

*  of  your  Lordfhips  has  the  leaft  inclination  to  offer; 

<  and  for  this  reafbn  I  hope,  neither  the  noble  Lord 
c  who  propofed  it,  nor  any  other  of  yoiir  Lordfhips 

*  will  infill  upon  the  queftion,  for  appointing  a 
'  day   to  take  his  Majefty's  fpeech  into  confidera- 

4  tion. 

'  If  there  were  any  thing- very  dark  and  intricate 
c  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  or  in   the   morion  now 

<  made  to  you  for  an   addrefs:  If  any  thing  in  the* 

5  addrefs  could  be  of  any  great  confequence,  or  have 

6  any  great  effect  upon  future  proceedings,  there 
£  might  be  forfie  reafon  for  our  taking  fome  time  to 
c  confider  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  as  well  as  the  addrefs 
«  propofed  to  be  made  upon  the  prefent  occafion  •„ 
'  but,  in  my  opinion,  and,  I  believe,  in  the  opinion 
i  of  moft  Lords  of  this  houfe,  there  is  not  the  leaf! 
4  obfeurity  or  ambiguity  in  any  part  of  his  Ma- 
c  je'fty's  fpeech,  or  of  the  motion  novv  made  to  us ; 
1  and  as.  no  exprcffion  we  can  put  into  the  addrefs, 

*  nor  any  compliment  we  may  make  upon  iuch  an 
c  occafion,  can  have  the  lead  influence  upon  any  of 
4(  our  future  proceedings ;  therefore  we  have  the  lefs 
■  reaibn  to  be  fo  mighty  cautious  of  what  we  fhali 
*"  fay  upon  the  prefent  occafion.-  ' 

r  Q  2  «  That 
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<  That  peace  is  more  defirable  than  war,  is  what 
I  believe,  will  be  granted  by  every  one  of  your 
Lordfhips-,  and  it  will,  I  believe,  likewife  be  grant- 
ed, that  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  was  lately 
in  great  danger  of  being  over-turned,  and  that  this 
nation  was  lately  in  the  moft  imminent  danger  of 
being  involved  in  a  bloody  and  expenfivewar.  The 
reftoring  of  the  peace  of  Europe,  the  preferving  and 
re-eftablifhing  the  balance  of  power,  and  the  pre- 
venting this  nation's  being  involved  in  a  war,are  ef- 
fects which  all  mankind  mud  acknowledge  to  be  hap- 
py, and  they  are  effects,  which  have  been  lately  fome 
way  or  other  brought  about:  For  my  own  part, 
I  am  convinced  they  are  the  effects  of  the  extra- 
ordinary fupplies  of  late  years  granted  by  the  Par- 
liament of  this  kingdom  •,  and  I  mall  continue  to 
think  fo,  till  I  fee  it  dernonftrated,  that  they  have 
proceeded  from  fome  other  caufe.  The  adding  of 
6  or  7000  men  to  our  land  forces,  was  not  in  it 
felf,  it  is  true,  of  any  great  confequence  to  France, 
or  to  any  other  power  of  Europe ;  but  the  making 
of  that  addition,  and  our  contracting  with  the 
King  of  Denmark  for  fome  of  his  troops,  fhewed 
that  we  were  in  earned,  and  .that  we  were  refolved 
to  enter  into  the  war,  for  fupporting  the  balance 
of  power  in  Europe,  as  foon  as  we  mould  obferve, 
that  either  of  the  parties  had  any  views,  which 
were  inconfiftent  with  the  prefervation  of  that  ba- 
lance •,  in  which  cafe  we  could,  and  we  certainly 
would  have  entered  into  the  war,  with  a  body  of 
70,000  men,  or  perhaps  1 70,000  in  cafe  of  ne- 
cefiity  :  This,  my  Lords,  France  very  well  knew, 
and  this,  perhaps,  made  them  give  up  fome  of  thofe 
pretenfions,  they  had  atfirft  ferioufly  at  heart;  or  at 
leaft  prevented  their  having  any  pretenfions  feriouf- 
ly at  heart,  which  were  inconfiftent  with  that,  they 
faw  us  preparing  to  fupport  and  defend/ 
6  Altho'  none  of  our  fquadrons  appeared  either  in 
the  Mediterranean  or  the  Baltic,  yet,  my  Lords, 

«  I  am 
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I  am  firmly  perfuaded,   that  our   fitting  out  and 
preparing  powerful  fquadrons,and  our  having  them 
ready  to   fail  either    to  the   Mediterranean  or  the 
Baltic,  as  we  mould    find   oceafion,  not  only   fet 
limits  to  the  defigns  of  France  and  her   allies  in 
Italy,  but  actually  laid  them  under  a   neceflity,  of 
departing  from  that  fcheme,   relating  to  the  par- 
tition of  Italy,  which  they  had  formed  to  them- 
felves  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  :    And  as  to  the 
affair  of  Poland,   tho*  we  did   not  fend  a  fliip  into 
the  Baltic,  yet  we  know  it  was  publicly  reported, 
that  our  having  fitted   out  fuch  a   powerful  fqua- 
dron,    prevented  the   French    from  fending  their 
Breft  fquadron  to  the  relief  of  Bantzick  -,  fo  that  if 
there  was  any  truth  in  that  report,  it  may  be  pro- 
perly enough  faid,  that  our  fquadrons  made  them 
give  up  the  affair  of  Poland. 
'  With  refpeel,  my  Lords,  to  the  treaty  of  peace 
that    has   been   concluded,  I  mail  not  pretend  to 
determine,  by  what  means,  or  by  whofe  endeavours 
it  has  been  brought  about ;  but  I  cannot  think  it 
a  peace  of  fuch  dangerous  confequence,  as  fome 
are  pleafcd  to  reprefent:   The  whole  dominions  of 
Lorrain  are,  it  is  true,  to  be  annexed  to  the  crown 
of  France  for  ever ;  but  it  cannot  be  faid,  that 
France  thereby  gets  any  addition  of  power,  for  did 
ffie  not  formerly  take  pofTcflion  of  all  thofe  domi- 
nions whenever  me  pleafed  •,    fo  that,  tho'  France 
by  this  treaty  of  peace,   acquires  a  new  right  or 
title,  yet  it  cannot  be  faid,  that  fhe  acquires  any 
new  or  additional  power :  But  as  this  is  an  affair 
quite  foreign  to  our  prefent  purpofe,  I  fhall  only 
add,  that  I  am  convinced,  there  is  not  a  Lord  in 
this  houfe,  who  imagined  four  months  fince,  that  it 
was  poflible  for  the  Emperor  to  have  made  fo  good 
a  peace,  unlefs  the  maritime  powers  had  actually 
engaged  in  the  war,  aud  had  thereby  enabled  him 
to  force  the  French  and  their  allies,  to  agree  to  rea- 
fonable  terms.     Yet,  my  Lords,  we  find  this  ex- 
O  3  *  traor4inary 
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?  traordinary  event,  has  been  fome  way  or  other 
6  brought  about,  without  engaging  either  of  the  ma- 
'  ritime  powers  in  the  war  \  and,  in  my  opinion, 
<  this  event,  extraordinary  as  it  is,  is  intirely  owing 
fc  to  the  wifdom  of  his  Majefty's  conduct,  and  the 
c  good  harmony  which  has  always  fubfifted  between 

*  him  and  his  Parliament  \  which  harmony,  if  it  be 

*  continued,  will  certainly  eftabliih  and  prefer ve  that 
c  peace,  which  has  been  brought  about,  and  will  at 
«  laft,  make  this  a  happy  and  a  flourifhing  kingdom  -, 
'  therefore,  I  hope  your  Lordfhips  will  agree  to  the 

*  motion  that  has  been  made  you,  without  any  a- 
c  mendment  or  alteration.' 

The  reply  was  to  this  effect,  viz. 

*  My  Lords,  tho'  the  cuftom  of  appointing  a  day 

*  for  taking  his  Majefty's  fpeech  into  consideration, 

*  had  been  laid  afide  for  a  much  longer  time  than  it 
4  really  has,  yet  as  it  was  a  good  and  a  decent  cuf- 
c  torn,  it  ought  to  be  reafTumed  *,  and  our  reaffuming 

*  an  ancient  ufage,  which  all  the  world  mull  allow 
fe  /to.  be  a  good  one,  can  never  look  like  a  difappro- 
^/bation  of  any  of  his  Majefty's  meaiures,  much  lefs 
V  can  it  be  looked  on  as  offering  any  indignity  to 
e  him  :  But,  my  Lords,  when  we  hear  fuch  an  argu- 
'  ment  made  uie  of,  when  we  hear  it  faid,  that  our 

*  re.ailuming  the  ancient  dignity  of  this  houfe,   will 

*  be  offering  a  fort  of  indignity  to  his  Majefty,  it 
c  ought  to  make  us  cautious  of  ever  neglecting  or 
4  fufpending  any  of  thofe  forms  or  cuftoms,  which 

*  have  been  eftablifhed  by  our  anceftors,  for  regula- 
4  ting  the  proceedings  of  this  houfe  •,  and  this  I 
**  hope  your  Lordfhips  will  take  particular  notice  of 

*  upon   fome  future  occahon  •,    for  if  we  be  every 
i.ufion,  or  every  Parliament,  giving  up  and  rever 

*  reafluming,  we  fhall  at  laft  have  neither  decency 
&  nor  Solemnity  left  in  any  of  our  proceedings. 

'$   As  I  have  had   no  time  to  confider  either  the 
J  fpeech  or  motion,  I  cannot  pretend  to  determine 

5  whether 
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whether  or  no  there  be  any  thing  (Jark  or  intri- 
cate in  either  •,  but  the  eafieft  and  the  mod  plain 
fpeech  that  was  ever  compofed,  to  a  man  vvho  lias 
not  confidered  it,  mud  be  the  lame,  as  if  it  were 
dark  and  intricate  j  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
can  be  underftood,  and  no  man  who  regards  his 
character  will  give  an  anfwer,  or  agree  to  what  he 
does  not  understand.  If  there  be  nothing  dark  or 
intricate,  either  in  the  fpeech  or  motion,  the  lefs 
time  will  be  neceffary  to  confider  them  j  but  let 
both  be  as  clear  and  intelligible  as  pofllble,  it  is 
rcafonable  that  thole  Lords  who  heard  nothing  of 
the  fpeech,  till  they  heard  it  in  this  houfe,  ihouk! 
have  fome  time  to  confider  it,  before  they  be  de- 
fired  to  give  their  confent  to  any  anfwer  that  can 
be  made  to  it. 

'  With  refpect  to  the  confequences  of  what  we 
may  happen  to  infert  in  our  addrefs,  or  the  effect 
it  may  have  upon  our  future  proceedings,  confider- 
ing  how  precipitately  we  are  like  to  agree  upon 
an  addrefs,  I  could  almoft  wifh  it  were  a  thing  of 
as  little  importance,  as  it  has  been  reprefented  ; 
but,  my  Lords,  while  this  houfe  preferves  its  ho- 
nour and  dignity,  while  this  nation  preferves  its 
freedom,  the  addrefs  of  this  houfe  will  always  be 
of  great  confequence,  and  will  have  a  great  effect, 
not  only  upon  our  own  future  proceedings,  bur 
upon  all  the  affairs  of  the  nation ;  nay,  upon  all 
the  affairs  of  Europe  in  general.  We  are  not  in- 
deed, under  any  abfolute  necellity  of  conforming 
in  our  future  proceedings  to  every  thing  contained 
in  our  addrefs  of  thanks,  for  his  Majeity's  molt 
gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne  •,  but  {till  it  mult 
be  granted,  that  what  we  lay  in  our  addrefs,  has 
an  effect  upon  our  future  proceedings,  and  has 
been  often  made  ufe  of,  as  an  argument  againft 
our  agreeing  to  propofitions  afterwards  made,  be- 
caufe  of  their  being  repugnant  to  what  we  had 
laid  in  our  addrefs. 

O  4  *  We 
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e  We  all  know,  my  Lords,  that  the  compliments 

*  made  to  his  Majefty  upon  any  fuch  occafion,  are 
'  generally  underftood  to  be  compliments  made  to 

*  his  minifters  ;  and  if  in  this  ilffion,   we  mould  en- 

*  ter  upon  an  inquiry   into  the  conduct  of  his  Ma- 

*  jefty^s  minifters,  and  mould  from  thence  difcover 

*  that  they  had  fhcwn  no  concern  for  the  balance  of 
4  power,  that  their  negligence  or  their  blunders  had 
4  been  the  occalion  of  the  late  war,  and  that  both 

*  the  fecurity  and  the  commerce  of  thefe  kingdoms, 

*  had  been  thereby  brought  into  the  utmoft  danger  j 
4  I  mud  beg  of  your  Lordfhips  to  confider,  how  in- 
4  confident  it  would  look  for  this  houfe,  to  come  to 
4  any  fuch  refolutions,  after  having  at.  the  beginning 
4  of  the  fcffion  agreed  to  the  fecond  paragraph  of 
«  the  motion  now  before  you :  And  upon  fuch  an  oc- 

*  cafion,  would  not  this  apparent  inconfiftency,  be 
«  made  ufe  of  as  an  argument,  would  it  not  be  a 
«  prevailing  argument  againft  your  coming  to  any 

*  fuch  refolution  ? 

4  But  this  is  not  all ;  the  addrefs  of  this  houfe,  as 
c  long  as  we  preferve  any  character  or  refpecl  in  the 

*  nation,  will  always  have  a  great  effect  upon  the 

*  minds  of  the  people,  and  will,   in  fome  meafure, 

*  influence  the  proceedings  of  the  other  houfe :  Nay, 
4  my  Lords,  it  will  have  an  efFecl:  upon  the  conduct 
4  of  all  the  Princes  of  Europe,  and  may  induce  them 

*  to  come  into  fuch  meafures,  as  may  be  highly  pre- 

*  judicial  to  the  intereft  of  this  nation,  and  fuch  as 

*  cannot  be  recalled  or  remedied,   by  any  future  re- 

*  folution  of  this  houfe.     With  refpecl;  to  our  con- 

*  duel:  in  the  interval  of  Parliament,  foreign  powers 
4  may  perhaps  look  upon  it,  as  the  conduct  of  our 

*  minifters,  and  not  of  the  nation  5  and  for  thatrea- 
«  fon,  they  may  fufpend  entering  into  any  meafures, 
«  or  coming  to  any-  refolutions  to  our  prejudice,  till 
6  the  meeting  of  the  nextfeffion  of  Parliament ;  but 
«  if  they  then  fee  the  two  houfes  of  Parliament  com- 

*  plimenting  his  Majefty's  minifters,  and  approving 

1  «  of 
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4  of  all  they  have  done,  they  will  then  begin  to  look 
fc  upon  our  pad  conduct,  as  the  conduct  of  the  na- 
4  tion,  and  wil)  immediately  take  their  meafures  or 
4  their  refolutions  accordingly.  We  have  it,  it  is 
4  true,  in  our  power  to  depart  from  ouraddrefs  by  a 

*  future  refolutions  ;  but  after  the  refolutions  of  fo- 
c  reign  States  are  taken,  after  they  have  concerted 
4  their  meafures,   we  cannot  make  them  depart  from 

*  fuch  meafures  or  refolutions,  by  any  future  refolu- 
4  tion  of  ours ;  and  thus,  by  an   ill-timed  compli- 

*  ment  to  his  Majefty,  or  rather  to  his  minifters,  we 
4  may  involve  our  country  in  great  difficulties,  and 
4  bring  it  to  the  utrnoft  diftrefs. 

4  Peace,  my  Lords,  is  certainly  a  mod  defirable 

*  thing,  but  it  is  not  always  more  defirable  than  war : 
4  If  at  the  end  of  King  William's  reign  we  had 
4  thought  a  peace  at  any  rate  more  defirable  than 
4  war,  not  only  this  nation,  but  perhaps  the  great- 
4  eft  part  of  Europe ',  would  long  before  now  have 
4  been  (laves  to  France :  We  ought  not  therefore  to 
4  be  fo  extremely  bufy  with  our  congratulations  upon 
4  the  pleafmg  profpeel  of  approaching  tranquillity  : 

*  We  ought  firft  to  examine  what  iort  of  a  tran- 
4  quill ity  we  are  like  to  have,  and  what  the  confe- 
4  quences  of  it  may  be  :  I  fhall  readily  agree  with 
4  the  noble  Lord,  that  the  balance  of  power  was 
4  lately  in  great  danger,  I  fhall  likewife  agree  that 
4  this  nation  was  lately  in  great  danger  of  being  in- 

*  volved  in  a  bloody  and  expenfive  war ;  but  I  can- 
4  not  agree  with  his  Lordfhip  in  thinking,  that  in 
4  either  cafe  the  danger  is  quite  over.  On  the  con- 
4  trary,  I  think  the  balance  of  power  is  brought 
4  into  more  danger  by  the  peace,  than  it  was  by  the 
4  war ;  becaufe  if  the  war  had  continued,  it  was  in 
4  our  power  to  have  recovered  it  from  that  danger, 
4  whenever  we  had  a  mind ;  but  it  will  not  be  in 
4  our  power  whenever  we  have  a  mind,  to  take 
4  Lor  rain  from  France,  or  to  get  the  Emperor,  Po- 
\  land,  and  Mufcovy  to  join  with  us   in  that  under- 

*  taking  j 
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taking-,  and  as  France  was  before  an  over-match 
for  any  power  in  Europe,  the  addition  of  any- 
thing, even  the  fmalleft  village,  to  that  crown,  is 
a  ftep  towards  overturning  the  balance  of  power  ; 
but  the  addition  of  fuch  a  populous  and  fertile  pro- 
vince as  the  dukedom  of  Lorrain,  is  certainly  a 
mod  wonderful  flride. 

c  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  it  raid,  that  France  ac- 
quires no  new  or  additional  ftrength  by  the  fur- 
render  of  Lorrain.  It  is  true,  me  generally  took 
pofTeffion  of  it  at  the  beginning  of  a  war  ;  but  as 
that  country  was  generally  rendered  defolate  by  the 
war,  fhe  could  reap  little  benefit  by  it  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war  -,  and  upon  a  peace  fhe  was 
always  obliged  to  reftore  it :  Then  again,  while 
that  Dutchy  continued  in  the  poflefiion  of  its  own 
Princes,  and  was  a  part  of  the  Empire,  it  was  a 
barrier  for  all  that  part  of  the  Empire,  fituate  be- 
tween it  and  the  Rhine  ;  becaufe  the  feizing  of  any 
place  in  Lorrain  by  France,  was  always  looked  on 
as  a  declaration  of  war,  by  which  the  Princes  of 
the  Empire  were  alarmed,  and  had  fome  time  to 
put  thernfelves  upon  their  guard  :  But  Lorrain  be- 
ing now  given  up  to  France,  its  towns  will  imme- 
diately be  ftrongly  fortified,  and  numerous  garri- 
fons  kept  in  them,  by  which  France  will  be  ena- 
bled to  furprife  and  take  po.ffeflion,  whenever  fhe 
pleafes,  of  all  that  part  of  the  Empire  between 
Lorrain  and  the  Rhine  -,  fo  that  all  that  part  of  the 
Empire,  will  from  henceforth  be  in  the  fame  con- 
dition that  Lorrain  formerly  was  ;  and  if  Lorrain 
was  before  to  be  looked  on  as  a  part  of  the  king- 
dom of  France,  becaufe  it  was  in  her  power  to 
take  pofTeiTion  of  it  whenever  fhe  pleafed,  we  muft 
for  the  fame  reafon  conclude,  that  from  henceforth 
the  county  of  Deux  Fonts,  a  great  part  of  the  Elec- 
torate of  Treves,  of  the  Electorate  of  the  Prince 
Palatine  of  the  Rhine,  of  the  Bifhopric  of  Spiers, 

'  of 
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c  of  the  Bifhoprick  of  Worms,  and  feveraj  other 
4  eftates  of  the  Empire,  are  to  be  looked  on  as 
'  part  of  the  kingdom  of  France  ;  and  therefore  may 
c  hereafter  be  without  any  jealouly  abfolutely  iurren- 
4  dered  to  her,  if  ever  the  doctrine  fhould  prevail, 
'  that  there  is  no  difference  between  a  violent  pofifef- 
4  fion,  and  a  rightful  undifturbed  poiTeflion.  But 
4  even  with  refpect  to  Lorrain  itfelf,  the  rightful  un- 
4  diflurbed  pofiefiion  of  it  will  add  vaftly  to  the  pow- 
4  er  of  France  ;  for  even  during  the  continuance  of 
4  war,  tho'  France  had  pofTeffion  of  the  country,  fhe 
'  pofTefTed  none  of  the  revenues  -,  thefe  having  al- 
c  mod  always  been  poffefTed  by  the  Dukes  of  Lor- 
4  rain  •,  whereas  the  revenues  will  be  now  much  im- 
f  proved  by  its  being  no  longer  the  feat  of  war,  and 
1  will  belong  to,  and  be  levied  by  France,  both  in 
?  time  of  war  and  in  time  of  peace ;  from  whence 
'  we  may,  with  a  great  deal  of  probability  conclude, 
'  that  a  yearly  fum  of  at  leaft  500,000  /.  fterling, 
4  will  be  added  to  the  revenue  of  France  by  the  ac- 
4  ceflion  of  Lorrain  ;  and  as  by  the  fituation  of  Lor- 
4  rain  1  the  frontiers  of  France  will  be  contracted, 
4  rather  than  enlarged,  which  will  pervent  her  being 
4  obliged  to  keep  up  any  greater  land  force  than  for- 
4  merly,  we  may  prefume,  that  this  whole  fum  will 
4  be  employed  yearly  towards  increafing  and  keep- 
4  ing  up  her  naval  armaments-,  and  how  a  peace, 
4  which  may  fo  probably  increafe  the  naval  power 
4  of  our  greateft  and  moll  dangerous  rival,  can  be 
4  called  a  pleafmg  profpect  to  Great-Britain^  I  can- 
4  not  fo  readily  comprehend.  From  thefe  confide- 
J  rations,  my  Lords,  I  mud  leave  it  to  your  Lord- 
4  fhips,  wherether  we  ought  to  burft  out  in  fuch  rap- 
4  tures  of  joy  on  the  pleafmg  profpect  of  approach- 
4  ing  tranquillity. 

4  Now,  my  Lords,  let  us  fee  how  we  Hand  with 
4  refpect  to  our  own  fecurity  and  commerce :  A 
4  peace  is  concluded,  it  is  true,  between  the  Empe- 
*  ror  and  France^  but  are  we  included  in  that  peace  I 

4  Thiers 
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There  were  before  feveral  bones  of  contention  be- 
tween us  and  France,  as  well  as  Spain,  and  I  am 
afraid,  they  are  no  way  diminished  by  our  late 
conduct.  If  by  our  powerful  fquadrons  we  fet  li- 
mits to  the  defignsof  France  and  her  allies  in  Ita- 
ly, or  made  France  give  up  the  affair  of  Poland; 
if  by  our  preparations  we  prevented  the  King  of 
France  from  eftablifhing  his  father-in-law  upon  the 
throne  of  Poland,  or  the  King  of  Spain  from  efta- 
blifhing his  fon  in  the  Dukedoms  of  Tufcany,  Par- 
ma, and  Placentia  ;  can  we  expect  that  thefe  dif- 
appointments  will  be  eafily  forgiven  or  forgot  ? 
And  in  cafe  thefe  powers  mould  make  up  the  little 
differences  at  prefent  fubfifting  between  them,  and 
fhould  join  together  in  order  to  revenge  themfelves 
upon  us,  are  we  fure  of  the  Emperor  for  an  al- 
ly ?  Have  we,  by  our  late  conduct,  laid  him  un- 
der any  obligations  of  honour  or  confcience  to  fly 
to  our  afiiftance ;  or  upon  what  elfe  does  our  fecu- 
rity  depend  ?  When  to  thefe  queftions,  my  Lords, 
I  have  received  a  fatisfactory  anfwer,  I  mail  be 
ready  to  acknowledge,  with  the  greateft  gratitude, 
the  tender  care  of  his  Majefty's  minifters  for  his 
Majefty's  people,  in  preferving  to  them  the  blef- 
fings  of  peace ;  and  to  declare,  that  I  fee  with 
pleafure,  in  our  prefent  fituation,  the  happy  effects 
of  the  extraordinary  fupplies  of  late  years  granted 
by  Parliament. 

'  I  have,  my  Lords,  as  great  an  opinion  of  his 
Majefty's  wifdom  and  conduct,  as  any  Lord  in 
this  hov:fe  ;  but  for  the  wifdom  and  conduct  of  his 
minifters,  I  have  not  perhapl,  the  fame  efteem  that 
fome  others  may  have ;  and  fmce  his  Majefty's 
wifdom  and  conduct  can  never  be  brought  in  que- 
ftion  here,  fmce  it  is  the  wifdom  and  conduct  of 
his  minifters  only,  that  can  come  under  our  confi- 
deration,  I  have  treated  the  fubject  the  more  free- 
ly.    I  (hall  always  be  fond  of  feeeing  a  juft  and 

*  true 
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c  true  harmony  between  his  Majefty  and  his  people, 

c  as  well  as  his  Parliament;     for  unlefs  the  harmo- 

*  ny  between  the  King  and  Parliament  be  found- 
4  ed  upon  a  harmony  between  King  and  People, 
c  we  can  neither  expect  to  meet  with  truft,  or  confi- 

*  dence  from  our  Allies,  nor  can  we  expect  to  fpread 
'  terror  and  dread  among  our  enemies.  Thus,  my 
c  Lords,  I  have  taken  notice  of  what  I  take  to  be 

*  amifs  in  the  motion  now  before  you ;  I  (hall  not 

*  infill,  either  upon  delaying  the  confideration  of  this 
'  matter,  or  upon  any  particular  amendment ;  be- 
c  caufe,  from  what  I  have  faid,  the  committee,  who 

*  mall  be  appointed  to  draw  up  the  addrefs,  will  be 
c  able  to  rectify  the  motion ;  and  I  hope  they    will 

*  take  care  to  do  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  the  ad- 
c  drefs  may  be  unanimoufly  agreed  to.' 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  whether  an  addrefs  Queftion. 
mould  be  made  to  his  Majefty  upon  the  foregoing 
motion  ?  And  it  being  refolved  in  the  affirmative, 
without  any  divifion,  and  ordered  accordingly;  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  draw  it  up  ;  who  re- 
tired immediately  into  the  Prince's  chamber,  and 
having  drawn  up  an  addrefs,  it  was  reported  and  a- 
greed  to  the  fame  evening,  and  was  as  follows,  &c. 

Die  Jovis,  15  Januariiy  1735. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 
'  IlfE  y°ur  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Lords  ad- 
c     V  Y     fubjects,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and   tempo-  drefs* 

*  ral  in  Parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to  return 

*  your  Majefty  our  fincere,  and  moft  humble  thanks 

*  for  your   moft  gracious   fpeech  from  the  throne. 

*  The  experience  we  have  had  of   your  Majefty's 

*  juft  apprehenfions  of  the  confequences  of  the  war, 

*  and  of  your  vigilance  to  prevent  its  becoming  ge- 

*  neral,    filled  out  minds   with   the   ftrongeft  aflii- 

*  ranees,  that  the  prefer  vation  of  the  balance  of  pow- 

'  er, 
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4  er,  and  of  the  fafety  and  commerce  of  your  king- 

*  doms,  were  the  governing  motives  of  your  Maje- 

*  fly's  conduct. 

*  Thefe  principles,    truly  worthy  of  a  King  of 
4  Great-Britain,    we    have    feen   exerted   with   a 

*  perfeverance  fuperior  to  all  difficulties,  by  your 

*  uninterrupted  endeavours  to  bring  the  contending 
4  powers  to  an  accommodation,  in  order  to  the  ob~ 

*  taining  a  general  peace  :  And  when  we  confidered 

*  your  Majefty's  firmnefs,  and  the  weight  which 
4  this  nation  ought  to  have  in  the  affairs  of  Europe, 

*  we  always  conceived  well-grounded  hopes,  that 
4  your  royal  wifdom,  and  the  good  offices  employed 
€  by  your  Majefty,  in  conjunction  with  the  States- 
€  General,  would  be  attended  with  real  and  benefi- 
4  cial  effects. 

*  Permit  us,  Sir,  on  this  occafion,    to  congratu- 

*  late  your  Majefty  upon  the  agreeable  profpect  of 

*  approaching  tranquillity,  which  you  have  had  the 

*  goodnefs  to  lay  before  us  ;  and  to  profefs  the  great 
6  fatisfaction  we  feel,  on  your  having  communicated 
4  to  us,  that  the  preliminary  articles  agreed  upon 
c  between  the  Emperor  and  the  mod  Chriftian 
f  King,  appeared,  upon  a  due  examination  to 
4  be  fuch,  as  induced  your  Majefty,  and  the 
4  States,    by   a  joint  refolurion,    to  declare  your 

*  approbation  thereof,  and  your  readinefs  to  concur 
6  in  a  treaty  to  be  made  for  bringing  this  work  to 
4  perfection. * 

4  The  union  and  harmony,    which  hath  fo  hap- 

*  pily  fubfifted  betv/een  your  Majefty  and  that  Re- 
4  public,  will,  we  truft,  be  productive  of  fuch  far- 
y  ther  good  confequences,  as  may  effectuate  a  gene- 
4  ral  pacification  :  And  the  glorious  example,  which 
4  your  Majefty  hath  held  forth  to  other  Princes,  of 
4  preferring  the  love  of  folid  and  honourable  peace 
c  to  the  views  of  reftlefs  ambition,  together  with  the 
4  amicable  interpolation  of  common  friends,  will,  we 

<  doubt 
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4  doubt  not,  prevail  intirely,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
1  prelent  troubles. 

4  Your  Majefty's  tender  care  of  your  people,  in 
1  preferving  to  them  the  bleflings  of  peace,  while 
c  other  countries  have  been  harrafTed  with  war,  calls 

*  for  our  moft  thankful  acknowledgements,  which 
c  we  beg  leave  to  lay  at  your  royal  feet. 

4  The  extraordinary  fupplies  of  late  years  neceffa- 
c  rily  railed  by  your  Parliament,    however  unwil- 

*  ling  to  burden  their  fellow  fubjccls,   have  been  the 

*  reiult  of  their  juft  confidence,  that  all  powers  re- 
4  pofed  in  your  Majefty,  would  be  made  ufe  of  only 
■  for  the  honour  of  your  crown,  and  the  welfare  of 
4  your  people. 

4  It  is  with  the  greateft  plenfure,  we  now  fee  the 
4  happy  effects  of  thefe  meafures,  in  our  prefent  fi- 
4  tuation  •,  nor  could  we  entertain"  the  leaft  doubt, 
4  but  that  your  Majefty  would  improve  the  firft  op- 

*  portunity  to  leffen  this  expence,  as  far  as  prudence 
4  and  the  pofture  of  affairs  would  permit.  In  this 
4  view,  we  beg  leave  to  return  our  unfeigned 
4  thanks  for  the  Orders,  which  your  Majefty  hath 
4  gracioufly  been  pleafed  to  give  for  making  a  con- 
4  fiderable  reduction  of  your  forces,  both  by  fea  and 
4  land  ;  and  we  cannot  accompany  thofe  thanks  with 
4  a  more  becoming  proof  of  our  gratitude,  than  by 
4  affuring  your  Majefty,  as  we  moft  fincerely  do, 
4  that  we  will  zealoufly  and  chearfully  concur  in  all 
1  fuch  meafures,  as  mall  be  neceflary  to  maintain 
1  the  fecurity  of  your  kingdoms,  and  to  continue 
4  the  juft  influence  of  your  crown  among  the  pow- 

*  ers  abroad. 

4  We  are  deeply  fenfible  of  your  Majefty's  nn- 
4  wearied  labours  to  make  us  a  happy  people.  No- 
4  thing  fhall  be  wanting,  on  our  parr,  to  render  thofe 
4  paternal  labours  effectual,  by  promoting  good 
4  harmony  and  unanimity  at  home,  and  by  de- 
4  monftrating,  in  all  our  actions,  how  fteadfaftly  we 
"  have  at  heart,  the  zealous  and  vigorous  fupport 
2  '  of 


2o8  Parliamentary     A.  1736^ 

c  of  your  Majefty  and  your  government,  the  pre- 
c  fervation  of  the  protectant  fucceflion  in  your  royal 
c  houfe,    and  the  peace  and  profperity  of  our  coun- 


try.* 


Which  addrefs  was  next  day  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefty by  the  houfe  in  a  body,  and  his  Majefty  return- 
ed the  following  moft  gracious  anfwer. 

My  Lords, 
Sw«.in6 %S  T  Return  you  my  thanks  for  this  dutiful  and  affeclio- 
X  nate  addrefs.  Nothing  can  give  me  fo  fenfihle  d 
pleafure,  as  the  fatisfaclion you  (hew  in  my  endeavours 
for  the  repofe  of  Europe,  and  the  care  I  have  taken 
of  the  peace  and  welfare  of  my  kingdoms.  As  I  re- 
lyp,  with  the  great  eft  confidence,  on  your  fupport  in  the 
purfuit  of  thefe  great  ends  ;  fo  you  may  always  depend, 
on  my  fieady  per  fever  ance  in  fuch  meafures,  as  may 
moft  effecJually  promote  and  fe cure  the  eafe,  commerce, 
and  profperity  of  my  people. 

Speakers.  The  principal  Speakers  in  the  above  debate  for  the 
amendment  to  the  motion  were,  the  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford, the  Lord  Carteret,  the. Earl  of  Chefterfieldy 
and  the  Lord  Bathruft  ;  and  the  principal  Speakers 
againft  it  were,  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  the  Lord 
Hervey,  &c. 

MotIon  fs°-rn  T  T  *  S  Majefty's  fpeech  having  been  read  by  Mr. 
the  houfe  of  JLX  Speaker  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  Stephen  Fox 
Commons,  gfq.  flood  up,  and  after  a  fhort  fpeech  in  praife  of  his 
Majefty's  conduct,  and  his  great  concern  for  the  eafe 
and  happinefs  of  his  people,  in  preventing  their  being 
engaged  in  the  late  war,  he  made  the  following  mo- 
tion, viz.     '  To  refolve :  That  an  humble  addrefs 

*  fhould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,    to  return  his 

*  Majefty  the  thanks  of  that  houfe  for  his  moft  gra- 

*  cious  fpeech  from  the  throne.     To  exprefs  their 

*  moft  grateful  fenfe  of  his  Majefty's  continued  la- 

6  bour 
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4  hour  and  endeavours  to  reftore  the  public  tranquil- 

*  lity,  and   his   particular  care  therein,  to  avoid  in- 

*  volving  this  nation  unneceftfarily  in  the  endlefs  and 

*  fatal  confequences  of  a  general  war :  To  congra- 
1  tulate  with   his    Majefty,    upon   the    happy  turn 

*  which  the  affairs  of  Em-ope  had  taken,  by  their 
1  Imperial  and  moft:  Chriftian  Majefties  having  a- 
1  greed  to  preliminary  articles  for  a  general  pacifi- 
4  cation  •,  and  upon  the  great  probability  there  ap- 
1  peared  to  be,   of  their  being  accepted  and  agreed 

*  to  by  all  the  powers  engaged  in  the  war :  And  to 
4  declare,  (from  the  affurances  which  his  Majefty  had 

*  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  them,  that  thofe 
1  preliminaries  did  not  efTentially  vary  from  the  plan 
4  of  pacification  concerted  and  propofed  by  his  Majefty 

*  and  the  States  General 4,  from  a  juft  confidence  in  his; 
c  Majefty's  goodnefs,  and  the  experience  they  had  of 

*  his  conftant  and  paternal  care  of  the  true  interefts 
1  of  his  people,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  this 
4  great  and  intricate  work  •,  and  from  his  Majefty's 

*  having  declared,  in  conjunction  with  the  States, 
c  his  approbation  of  the  laid  preliminaries,  as  pro- 
4  per  conditions    of  a  general  pacification  ;)    that 

*  they  could  make  no  doubt,  but  they  were  fuch  as 
4  would  give  a  general  fatisfaclion  :    To   return   his 

*  Majefty  their  moft:  dutiful  thanks  for  his  early  care 
'  in  eafing  the  burdens  of  his  people^  and  reducing  a 
4  confiderable  number  of  his  forces  both  by  fea  and 

*  land  •,  and  to  allure  his  Majefty  that  they  would, 

*  with  great  chearfulnefs,  raife  the  necefiary  fuppfiesi 
4  And,  to  teftify  the  gratitude  with  which  their 
4  hearts  Were  filled,  from  a  juft:  fenle  of  the  blef- 

*  lings  they  then  enjoyed,  and  from  the  profpect  oi 
4  future  happinels,  that  they  would  fupport  his  Ma- 
4  jefty  in  fuch  mcafures,  as  fhould  be  found  reafona* 
4  ble  and  neceftary  to  render  that  great  and  defirable 
4  work  perfect  and  lading.* 

This   motion  was  feconded  by   Charles  Hanbury 

Williams,  Efq,  who  likewife  made  a  fhort  fpeech  in 

Vol.  XIII.  P  praifc 
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praife  of  his  Majefty's  conduct,    and  the  pleafmg 
profpect  they  then  had  of  the  future  happinefs  of  this 
nation.  The  Lord  Tyrconne!  Wkewife  fpoke  in  favour 
of  the  motion,  and  made  many  encomiums  upon  the 
peace  that  had  been  obtained,  as  being  a  more  fafe,  a 
more  honourable,  and  a  more  glorious  peace,  than  it 
was  pofTible  to  expert, 
seeches  for      There  was,  in   this  houfe,  no  objection  made  to 
reducing  re- the  motion,    nor  any  amendment,  propofed  j    only 
giments.      ^/miam  Shipper  Eiq  5  and  Walter  Plummer,  Efq ; 
took  notice  of  that  part  of  it  relating  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  his  Majeiiy's  forces,  and  faid,  c  They  hoped 
fome  whole  regiments  would  be  reduced,  and  not 
a  number  of  private  men  only,  as  had  been  for- 
merly practifed  upon  the  like  occafions ;  for  that 
the  reducing  of  a  whole  regiment  would  always  be 
a  much  greater  faving  to  the  nation,  than  the  re- 
ducing of  an  equal  number  of  private  men  ;  and  in 
our  prefent  melancholy  circumftances,  every  me- 
thod ought  to  be  practifed,  by  which  the  public 
money  might  be  faved,   in  order  to  apply  as  much 
as  poffible,  yearly,  to  the  payment  of  our  public 
debts. 

6 .  That  the  advantage  of  making  the  intended  re- 
duction, by  reducing  whole  regiments,  was  appa- 
rent to  every  gentleman  who  would  be  pleafed  to 
make  the  calculation  •,  for,  by  the  eftabliiliment  of 
laft  year,  a  marching  regiment,  which  confifted 
of  8 1 5. men,  coft  the  public  about  1 5,2  j  7  /.  year- 
ly'; fo  that  if  a  whole  regiment  mould  be  reduced, 
there  would  be  a  faving  15,217/.  a  year  to  the 
public  ;  whereas,  if  an  equal  number  of  private 
men  only  fhonld  be  reduced  from  that  and  other 
regiments,  there  would  be  a  faving  to  the  public 
of  the  pay  of  fo  many  private  men  only,  which  in 
a  year  amounted  to  but  7427/.  from  whence  it 
was  evident,  that  if  a  reduction  of  8000  men 
mould  be  made,  by  the  reducing  of  whole  regi- 
ments, the  public,  would  fave  149,369/.  yearly; 

6  whereas 
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1  whereas,  when  a  reduction  of  8000  men  is  made 
1  by  the  reducing  of  private  men  only,  the  public 
'  laves  but  73, oco/.  yearly  ;  fo  that  the  difference 
c  to  the  public  was  a  laving  of  ^6,369 7.  yearly, 
'  more  in  the  one  cafe  than  in  the  other;  which  was 
4  a  very  confiderable  fum,  a  faving  which  ought  not 
c  to  be  neglected,  confidering  the  melancholy  fitua- 
4  tion  of  our  affairs  •,  and  though,  for  the  firft  year 
4  or  two,  we  would  be  obliged  to  iffue  near  one  half 
4  of  this  fum  yearly,  for  half-pay  to  the  reduced  of- 
4  ficers,  yet,  in  a  very  few  years,  they  would  either 
c  die  or  be  incorporated  in  the  (landing  corps  ;  fo 
*  that  we  would  loon  come  to  five  this  whole  fum 
4  yearly. 

k  That  it  was  not  poffible  for  them  to  find  a  mi- 
1  litary  reafon  why  we  ought  to  keep  up,  and  in 
4  whole  pay  too,  a  greater  proportion  of  officers  in 
4  time  of  peace,  than  we  did  in  time  of  war ;  and 
4  as  there  was  no  military  reafon  for  fo  doing,  peo- 
c  pie  would  be  apt  to  fuppofe  it  was  done  for  a 
4  civil  reafon-,  which  was  a  fuppofition  that  ought 
c  not  to  be  encouraged,  becaufe  it  was  a  fuppofition 
4  injurious  to  his  Majefty,  or  at  lead  to  his  rtiini- 
4  (try  •,  and  for  that  reafon  they  would,  in  a  parti- 
4  cular  manner,  recommend  it  to  an  honourable 
4  gentleman  on  the  floor,  to  endeavour,  as  much  ;  z 
4  he  could,  to  have  the  intended  reduction  made 
4  by  the  reducing  of  whole  corps,  inffead  of  follow- 
;-  the  former  practice  of  reducing  private  men 
<  only.' 

As  no  amendment  was  oiTcred  to  ihr^  motion  for  A^.i,ef3re" 
an  addrefs,  the  refolution  was  agreed  to  without  any 
debate  or  divifion;  and  a  committee  was  ordered  to 
draw  up  an  addrefs  upon  the  faid  refolution.  Next 
day  the  faid  committee  reported  the  addrefs  they 
had  drawn  up,  and  the  fame  being  again  read  at 
the  table,  the  refolution  was  defired  to  be  likewife 
read,  which  was  done*accordingly  •,  whereupon  re- 
P  2  veral 
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vcral  members  objected  to  the  addrefs,  and  faid,  it 
was  not  in  the  fame  terms  with  the  refolution,  for 
which  reafon  they  thought  it  ought  to  be  recom- 
mitted ;  but  this  objection  was  given  up,  and 
the  addrefs  reported  by  the  committee  was  agreed 
to  without  any  amendment,  and  was  as  follows, 
viz. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 
The  Com.    c   "liCr^  your  Majefty's  mod  dutiful  and  loyal 
monsaddref,.t     \\     fubjecls,  the  Commons  of  Great -Britain, 
1  in  Parliament  affembled,  return  ycur  Majefty  our 

*  unfeigned  thanks  for  your  mod  gracious  fpeech 
<  from  the  throne. 

c  We  are  truly  fenfible  of  your  Majefty's  early 
c  endeavours  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  ;  and  can  ne- 
6  ver  enough  admire  the  fteady  application   with 

*  which  you  purfued  that  great  work,  by  the  joint 
4  interpofition  of  the  good  offices  of  your  Majefty, 
1  and  the  States  General. 

6  And  it  is  with  the  warmeft  gratitude,     we  ac- 

*  knowledge  your  Majefty's  particular  care  and  cir- 
6  cumfpection  in  all  your  proceedings,  not  to  involve 
4  this  nation  unneceflarily  in.  the  war  ♦,  when,  at  the 
6  fame  time,  your  Majefty  fhewed,    you  were  not 

*  infenfible  of  the  imminent  danger  that  threatned 
c  the  liberties  of  Europe,  from  a  longer  continuance 
w  of  it  upon  fo  unequal  foot.  A.  conduct  wherein 
e  your  Majefty  plainly  proved,  you  equally  confult- 

*  ed  the  immediate  interefts  of  your  people,    and 

*  that  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  upon  which  the 
c  fafety  and  commerce  of  this  nation  fo  much  de- 
c  pend.  At  once  faying"  this  nation  from  all  the 
c  prefent  calamities  of  war,  and  trying  to  avert  the 
c  future  neceflity,  of  its  being  at  laft  obliged  to  take 

*  its  [hare  and  hazard  in  them. 

'  We  cannot  but  be  fenfible  of  your  Majefty's 

*  wlfdom  and  impartiality,    in  forming  the  plan  of 

*  pacification  propofed  by  ^vour  Majefty  and  the 

<   States 
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*  States  General,  to  the  powers  ingaged  in  the  war; 
c  which,  although,  not  immediately  accepted  by  the 
(  contending  parties,  nor  anfwering  the  defired  ef- 
1  feci:,  by  preventing  the  opening  of  the  campaign, 
1  has  been  fo  far  adopted,  that  the  mod  material, 
1  and  efTential  parts  of  it  have  been  agreed  to,  by 
L  the  Princes  originally  and  principally  concerned  in 
1  this  rupture,  and  recommended  by  them  to  their 
1  allies,  as  preliminary  articles  to  a  general  pacifica- 

*  tion. 

*  Upon  this  happy  turn  the  affairs  of  Europe  have 
1  taken,  we  moil  heartily  congratulate  with  your 
1  Majefty ;  and  when  we  confider  the  aflurances 
1  your  Majefty  has  been  gracioudy  pleafed  to  give. 
(  us,  that  thefe  preliminaries  do  not  eflentially  vary 
'"  from  the  plan  of  pacification,  concerted   by  your 

5  Majefty,  and  the  States  General  \  and  the  ready 
c  approbation  your  Majefty  and  the  States  General 

6  have  given  of  them  ;  a  juft  confidence  in  your 
(  wifdom,  and  the  experience  we  have  of  your  con- 
1  ftant  and  paternal  care  of  the  true  intereft  of  your 
1  people,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  this  great  and 
'  intricate  work,  leave  us  not  the  lead  room  to  en- 
1  tertain  a  doubt,  but  that  the  preliminary  conditi- 
1  ons  of  this  pacification,  fo  founded,  and  fo  appro- 
8  ved,   will  give  general  fatisfaction  •,   in  which  per- 

*  fuafion  we  are  farther  confirmed,  by  the  great  pro- 
1  bability  there  appears  to  be,  of  their  being  accept- 
[  ed  and  agreed  to  by  all  the  powers  engaged  in  the 
1   war. 

'  The  early  regard  your  Majefty  has  been  gra,ci- 
1  oufly  pleafed  to  fhew  to  the  welfare  of  your  peo- 
'  pie,  in  taking  the  firft  opportunity,  on  this  great 
s  and  fortunate  event,  to  lighten  the  burden  of  their 
1  expences,  by  making  a  reduction  of  your  forces, 
1  both  by  fea  and  land  ;  is  fuch  a  mark  of  your  care 
4  in  confulting  their  intereft,  and  of  your  tender 
'  concern  for  their  eafe ,  that  we  fhould  be  as  unjuft 

?  3,  *  w 
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4  to  our  own  gratitude,  as  to  your  Majefty's  good- 
6  nefs,  if we  failed  to  teftify  the  one  and'acknow- 
c  ledge  the  other,  in  the  ftrongeft  and  mod  dutiful 
e  manner  •,  and  as  we  lock  upon  this,  added  to  all 
c  the  other  meafures  of  your  glorious  and  happy 
c  reign,  as  a  proof  that  the  eftimates  for  the  prefent 
c  year  will  be  proportioned  to  the  fituation  of  af- 
'  fairs,  and  the  purpofes  to  which  they  fhall  be 
'  found  neceffary  •,  lo  we  beg  leave  to  allure  your 
c  Majefty,  that  we  will  chearfully  and  effectually 
'  raife  fuch  fupplies,  as  the  pofture   of  our  prefent 

*  happy  circum dances  fhall  require,  and  fufficientto 
c  fupport  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  the  honour 
c  and  intereft  of  your  Majefty's  fubjects  and  domi- 

*  nions. 

6  And  if  fuch  motives  could  want  any  additional 
£  circumilance,  to  excite  us  to  fulfil  our  duty  to  your 
c  Majefty  and  our  country,  the  reflection  on  the  good 
c  effects  the  extraordinary  fupplies,  granted  the  la  ft 
£  year  to  your  Majefty,  muft  have  had,  in   cbntri- 

*  buting  to  bring  this  long-laboured  work  to  fo 
c  happy  an  iffue,  joined  to  the  confcioufnefs    of  the 

*  influence  your  Majefly's  counfels  muft  ever  have  in 

*  the  affairs   of  Europe,    while  a  loyal  Parliament- 

*  fhews  itfelf  determined  to  fupport  the  refolutions 
c  of  a  wife  and  cautious  Prince,  cannot  fail  to  operate 
c  with  their  due  weight,   in  making  us  perfevere    in 

*  our  endeavours,  to  give  a  luftre  to  your  Majefly's 
'  reign  abroad,   equal,   if  poflible,  to  the  happinefs 

*  we  enjoy  from  it  at  home.' 

This  addrefs  was  prefented  by  the  houfe  in  a  bo- 
dy, on  Saturday  the  17th  of  January,  to  which  his 
Majefty  was  pleafed  to  give  the  following  anfwen, 
Viz. 


Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, 
J  Return  you  my  thanks  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal  ad-  The  King's 
drefs.  I  am  1  ndeavours       er* 

io  rcjlore  the  public  tranquillity   have  met  with  your 
approbation.     And  ;  tred,  my  future 

care  jhall  be  employed,  to  the  <f  my  power,  to 

render   the  peace  of  Kurope  perfcol  and  lafling,  and 
to  make  you  a  fiourifhing  and  happy  people. 

AMong  the  feveral  petitions  complaining  of  undue  TorkjhireVt- 
elections  and  returns,  which  were  presented  on  fentcdPre" 
the  t6thtf  January,  was  that  of  Sir  Rowland  Wynn, 
Bart,  complaining  of  an  undue-  election  and  return 
for  the  county  of  York,  which  was  ordered  to  be  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  on  Tuefday  the  24th  day  of 
uary  then  next  •,  and  ir  was  ordered,  that  the 
J  id  of  voters  to  be  objected  to  by  either  party, 
fhould  be  delivered  to  the  other  by  that  day  three 
Weeks. 

ON  Monday  the  19th,  a  petition  of  the  gentle-  JV^ftpeti- 
men,  clergy,  and  other  freeholders  of  the  l™t£T 
county  of  Norfolk,  whofe  names  were  thereunto  fub- 
fGribed,  in  behalf  of  themfelves,  and  a  great  num- 
ber more  of  the  freeholders  of  the  faid  county,  com- 
plaining of  an  un  lue  election  and  return  for  the  faid 
county,  was  u  relented  to  the  houfe  and  read  ;  and 
a  morion  being  made  for  hearing  the  matter  of  the 
faid  petition  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  on  Tburfday 
the  26th  day  of  February  then  next,  Sir  John 
Iiynd  Cotton  flood  up  and  fpoke  to  this  effect, 
viz. 


'  Sir,   I  am  furprifed  to  hear  fuch  a  motion  made,  s;r  y0hn 
conficlering  the  houfe,   but  on  Friday  lad,  appoint-  fy"/c°f- 
ed  the  Toriftoire  petition  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  againrthear. 
this  houfe,  on  Tuefday  the  24th  day  of  next  month,  JPJ* fo 
which  is  bur  two  days  before  the  day  now  moved 
'  P  4  'for 
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*  for  hearing  the  Norfolk  petition.  This  looks  at  if 
4  the  hon.  gentleman  imagined,  that  we  could  go 
4  through  the  Torkjbire  petition  in  two  days,  where- 
4  as,  in  my  opinion,  if  we  examine  into  it  as  we 
6  ought,  and  as  I  hope  we  will,  it  will  take  us  up 
4  two  years,  or  at  lead  the  ufual  time  of  two  fefli- 

*  ons.  I  confefs,  Sir,  I  have  not  the  honour  to  be 
c  let  into  the  fecrets  of  any  of  the  2rorkJbire  petition- 
'  ersj  but,  I  believe,  the  hon.  gentleman  who  made 
6  the  motion,  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  their 
c  real  and  mod:  hidden  defigns  ;  and  therefore,  from 
6  his  making  fuch  a  motion  as  he  has  been  jull  now 
'  pleafed  to  make  you,  I  muft  conclude,  that  the 

*  Torkjbire  petitioners  are  refolved  to. drop  their  pe- 
1  tition,  in  cafe  they  mould  find  themfelves  unable 
■  to  carry  fome  very  remarkable  quell  ion,  the  firft 
f  or  fecond  day.     If  this  be  really  the  cafe,  the  hon. 

*  gentleman  was  much  in  the  right  to  make  you 
"  fuch  a  motion  as  he  was  done,  with  regard  to  the 
s  Norfolk  election  ;  but  while  we  are  members  of 

*  this  houfe,  I  think  we  ought,  upon  no  occafion, 
'  to  be  directed  in  our  way  or  voting,  by  the  private 

*  opinion  or  fecret  knowledge  of  any  other  man ; 
'  and  therefore,  if  the  hon.  gentleman  knows  of  any 
c  fuch  fecret,  with  regard  to  the  Torjbire  petition, 

*  I  hope  he  will  ftand  up  again,  and  acquaint  the 
6  houfe  with  it,  that  we  may  have  the  fame  reafon 

*  for  agreeing  to  his  motion,  which  he  had  for  mak- 

*  jng  it.' 

After  him  William  Pultetiey,  Efq-,  fpoke  in  fub- 
ffcance  ag  follows,  viz, 

Mr.  F«lk-       *  I  am  verY  f°rry,  Sir,  to  find  fo  many  petitions 
*f/sfpee£h.  <  complaining  of  undue  elections,   and   returns  for 

*  counties;  for  the  expence  of  controverting  fuch  e- 
c  lections  is  fo  great,  that  it  is  impofllbleany  gentle- 
?  man  can  bear  to  pay  the  whole  out  of  his  private 
?  fortune.     As  the  cafe  Hands  ac  prefent,  whenever 

<  the 
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*  the  election  for  a  county  comes  to  be  controvert- 
«  ed,  the  expence  mud  neceiTarily  be  railed  by  a 
4  general  contribution,   among  all  the  freeholders  of 

*  the  county  •,  and  it  will  not  fignify  much  to  eafe 
4  the  landed  gentlemen  or  a  milling  in  the  pound 
4  land  tax,  it"  by  the  controverting  of  elections  they 
c  fliall  be  obliged,  once  in  every  Parliament,  to  tax 
4  themfelves  perhaps  in  ten  times  that  fum,  for  fup- 
4  porting  the  rights  of  their  county. 

4  Injuftice  may,  'tis  true,  be  fometimes  done  by 
*-  the  returning  officers  for  counties,  as  well  as  by 
4  the  returning  officers  for  boroughs ;  but  as  there 
4  are  fuch  a  great  numbers  of  voters  for  every  county  -, 
4  as  almoft  every  freeholder's  right  of  voting  mud 
f  be  examined  into,  before  the  injuftice  of  the  re- 
e  turning  officer  can  be  detected  ;  and  as  the  nam- 
4  ing  of  that  returning  officer,  depends  intirely  upon 

*  the  minifters  of  the  crown,  the  election  for  all  the 
4  counues  in  England  is  certainly  very  precarious : 
f  And  when  any  injuftice  is  done,  the  difcovering 
'  of  it  is  fo  troublefome  and  expenfive,  that  no  pri- 
4  vate  man  can  well  undertake  it :    In  fuch  circuni- 

*  fiances  it  will  always  be  eafy  for  the  minifters  of 
4  the  crown,  to  appoint  who  mall  be  the  Knights  of 
t  any  (hire,  whenever  they  have  a  mind  ;  for  if  the 
4  returning  officer  makes  an  undue  return,  accord- 
'  ing  to  their  orders,  it  is  almoft  impoiTible  to  dii- 
f  cover  the  injuftice  done  by  him,  fo  as  to  fubjecc 
4  him  to  the  punifhment  inflicted  by  law  ;  and  if  the 
4  returning  officer  mould  happen  to  difobey  their 
i  orders,  it  is  but  making  their  candidates  petition, 
4  by  which  the  gentlemen  rightfully  chofen  and  du- 
4  ly  returned,  will  be  put  to  fuch  an  expence  in  de- 
'  fending  their  right,  that  no  man  will  thereafter 
'  chufe  to  ftand  for  any  county,  in  oppofnion  to  the 
*  court  intcreft.  This  injuftice  in  the  returning  offi- 
c  cers,  as  well  as  this  expence  to  the  gentlemen  cho- 
'  fen  or  petitioning,  might,  in  my  opinion,  be  ea- 
f  fily  prevented,  by  a  few  fmall  amendments  to  the 

*  laws 
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4  laws  now  in  being  for  regulating  elections  ;  for  if 
4  the  oath  to  be  taken  by  freeholders,  on  occafion 
c  of  their  coming  to  vote  at  any  election,  were  made 
4  a  little  more  full  and  explicit,  no  man  would  dare 
4  to  take  it  falfly  ;  becaufe  it  would  be  eafy  to  con- 
c  vicl  him  of  perjury  \  and  thofe  againft  whom  he 
4  voted,  would  always  be  ready  to  be  at  the  trouble 
4  and  expence  of  the  profecution  \  in  which  cafe,  the 
4  taking  of  the  oath  might  be  made  final  and  con- 
*  clufive,  as  to  the  perfon's  right  of  voting  ;  fothat 
4  the  right  of  any  freeholder  to  his  vote  at  an  elec- 
4  tion,  .would  never  come  to  be  controverted  at  the 
4  bar  of  this  houfe  ;  and  then  it  would  be  eafy  to  de- 
4  tect  the  returning  officers,  in  cafe  they  committed 
4  any  fraud  or  injudice,  and  the  controverting  of  a 
4  county  election  would  not  be  near  fo  tedious,  trou- 
4  blefome  or  expenfive,  as  it  is  at  prefent. 

4  As  the  cafe  now  {lands,  Sir,  the  expence  of 
c  controverting  any  county  election  is  mod  grievous 
4  and  moil  terrible  ;  and  as  the  county  of  Norfolk  is 
'  one  of  the  largeft  and  mod  populous  counties  in 
4  England,  the  expence  of  controverting  the  election 
6  for  that  county,  muft  be  much  greater  than  mod 
*  others  ;  but  if  you  appoint  the  petition  from  that 
4  county  to  be  heard  in  fo  few  days  after  the  day  on 
4  which  you.  have  appointed  the  Torkjhire  petition  to 
4  be  heard,  you  will  greatly  enhance  even  that  grea- 
4  ter  expence  -,  becaufe  both  the  fitting  member,  and 
4  the  petitioners  for  Norfolk,  mud  have  their  law- 
4  yers,  agents,  witnefTes,  and  all  the  -other  imple- 
4  ments  of  a  controverted  election,*  attending  in 
4  town,  and  living  at  their  expence  during  the  whole 
4  time  of  the  controverfy  about  the  Torkjhire  petition. 
4  This,  I  fay,  Sir,  mud  be  the  cafe,  at  lead  of  the 
4  fitting  member,  becaufe,  I  am  pretty  well  con- 
4  vinced,  he  is  not  in  any  concert,  nor  knows  any 
4  of  the  fecrets  of  the  petitioners  for  Tor/hire  ;  and 
6  the  laying  him  under  fuch.  an  extraordinary  ex- 
!  pence,  or  indeed  under  any  expence,  is  the  more 

4  un- 
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unneceftary,  becaufe  the   only    gentleman,   v/hofe 
right  feems  to  I,    is  now  dead  •,   by 

which    means   the    j  rs    and    their     friends 

,  iftbty  pl<  afed*  have  an  opportunity  oi 
ig  their  intereft  in  the  county,  by  a  new 
tion,  without  putting  themfelves  to  the  trou- 
ble or  charge  of  controverting  the  former  ;  but 
it  ieems  the  petitioners  know,  that  the  expence  oi 
controverting  the  former  election,  great  as  it  mud 
be,  will  be  lefs  to  them  than  the  expence  of  a 
new  election  •,  which,  by  the  by,  Sir,  feems  to 
me  to  be  a  demonftration,  that  their  natural  in- 
tereft in  the  county  is  not  much  to  be  depended 
on. 

fc  But  to  this,  Sir,  I  muft  add,  that  I  have  been 
infoemdei,  and  really  believe,  that  the  petitioners 
could  not  make  near  fogood  a  (hew  upon  a  new 
election,  as  they  did  upon  the  former  •,  for  every 
one  knows,  ifyat  on  iiich  occafions,  many  promiies 
are  made  by  thofe,  who  do  not  depend  upon  their 
natural  intereft,  but  upon  theunnatural  and  acquired 
intereft  they  may  have,  by  means  of  the  many 
pjfts  and  preferments  they  have  at  their  difpofal ; 
and  I  have  heard,  that  many  promifes  were  made 
upon  the  laft  election  for  the  county  of  Norfolk* 
which  have  not  been  performed  •,  from  whence  it 
is  to  be  prefumed,  that  the  pcrfons  to  whom  thofe 
promifes  were  made,  and  who  were  thereby  indu- 
ced to  vote  contrary  to  their  inclinations,  will  upon 
a  new  election  vote  according  to  confeience.  This, 
Sir,  I  am  afraid  is  the  true  reafon,  for  renewing 
the  petitions  from  that  county,  notwithstanding  its 
being  certain,  that  the  hearing  of  thefe  petitions, 
will  coft  them  more  than  a  new  election  can  natu- 
rally coft  them  ;  notwithstanding  its  being  certain 
that  a  new  election,  would  bring  their  candidates 
fooner  to  their  having  feats  in  this  houfe,  than  they 
can  be  by  the  hearing  of  the  petition  ;  and  I  mud 
fay,  that  the  motion  now  made  to  us,  feems  cal- 

*  dilated 


Pa  rli  amenta  r  y     A.  1736. 

culated  for  nothing,  but  that  of  laying  the  fitting 
member  and  his  friends  under  a  necefiity  of  yield- 
ing to  the  petitioners,  rather  than  be  at  the  expencc 
of  trying  the  merits  of  the  laft  election  at  the  bar 
of  this  houfe.' 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  in  fubftance,  thus, 

c  That  it  was  impoffible  to  foretel  how  long  the 
hearing  of  the  Torkflnre  petition  would  laft  •,  but 
they  could  not  imagine  it  would  laft  near  fo  long, 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  intimate  it 
would  •,  for  as  the  controverted  votes  on  both  fides 
would  be  very  much  reduced,  and  fully  afcertain- 
ed  by  the  lifts  that  were  to  be  mutually  delivered, 
they  could  not  think  that  difpute  would  take  up 
many  days. 

*  That  they  would  readily  join  in  any  meafures 
for  preventing  the  frauds  or  the  injuftice  of  return- 
ing officers,  as  well  as  for  making  the  controvert- 
ing of  county  elections  fhort  and  eafy  ;    but  the 
controverted   elections  then  depending,  could  not 
be  regulated  by  any  fuch  meafures ;  and  as  many 
of  the  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Norfolk  had 
complained  of  injuftice  done  them  at  the  laft  elec- 
tion,  it  was  a  duty  incumbent  on  them,   as  mem- 
bers of  that  houfe,  to  fnar  thofe  complaints,  and 
to  give  the  complainants  fuch  redrefs,  as  they  fhould 
find  them  intitled  to:  This  they  were  obliged   to 
do  with  all  pedicle  difpatch  •,    and  if  the  hearing 
of  the  Torkjhire  petition   mould  laft  but  two  or 
three  days,  which  might  probably  be  the  cafe,    it 
would  be  doing  injuftice  to  the  people  of  Norfolk , 
to  put  off  the  hearing  of  their  complaints  for  two 
or  three  weeks. 

4  That  they  knew  no  more  of  the  fecrets  of  the 
petitioners  for  Yorkfhire,  than  any  other  gentleman 
of  that  houfe,  fo  that  their  moving  for  having  the 
Norfolk  petition  heard  fo  ibon  after  the  day  ap- 

*  pointed 
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1  pointed  for  hearing  the  Yorkfhire  petition,  could 
c  proceed  from  nothing,  but  their  great  defire  to  do 
■  juftice  to  the  Norfolk  petitioners,    and  the   fitting 

*  member,  with  all  poflible  difpatch  •,  and  if  the  pc- 
'  titioners,  their  lawyers,  agents,  and  witneffes  mould 
«  be  obliged  to  attend  for  a  few  days  before  their 
€  affair  could  be  brought  on,  it  was  an  inconvenience 
c  which  could  not  be  avoided-,  it  was  an  incovenience 

*  which  people  had  always  been,  and  mud  always 
'  be  fubject  to,  in  all  courts,  and  in  all  forts  of  caufes; 
4  for  unlefs  people  were  fubject  to  fuch  an  incon- 
c  venience,  every  court  of  judicature  in  the  king- 
'  dom,  would  often  be  put  to  a  full  flop,  which 
'  would  make  it  impofTible  to  adminifter  juftice  to 
<  all  thofe,  who  might  be  obliged  to  fue  to  fuch 
s  courts  for  juftice  •,  but  whatever  inconvenience 
c  there  was,  in  this  refpect,  it  lay  heavier  in  the  pre- 
c  fent  cafe  upon  the  petitioners,  than  it  could  do 
'  upon  the  fitting  member  ;  becaufe  the  petitioners 
c  would  be  obliged  to  attend  in  town,  from  the  day 
c  appointed  for  hearing  their  petition,  which  they 
c  were  not  othcrwife  obliged  to  do  •,  whereas  the 
c  fitting  member  was  otherwife  obliged  to  be  in 
'  town,  in  order  to  attend  the  fervice  of  the  houfe. 

c  That  they  knew  of  no  promifes  that  had  been 
c  made  upon  the  former  election,  nor  any  difappoint- 
c  ments  people  had  fince  met  with ;  but  believed 
c  that  fuch  reports  were,  like  a  great  many  others, 
c  without  any  manner  of  foundation  :  That  a  new 
4  election  might  perhaps  be  lefs  expenfive,  than  to 
c  try  the  merits  of  the  laft  election  ;  and  likewife 
c  gentlemen  might  perhaps  come  fooner  to  their  feats 
c  in  that  houfe,  by  a  new  election,  than  by  having 
c  their  right  upon  the  former  election  determined  ; 

*  but  if  any  gentleman  had  a  right  to  a  feat  in  that 
c  houfe  upon  the  former  election,  it  was  not  rcafon- 
1  able  to  expect,  that  he  fliould  give  up  that  right, 
4  which  he  muft  do,by  fubmitting  to  a  new  election  ; 

*  and  befide>,  if  injufiice  was  done  to  him,  as  well 

'  as 
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c  as  the  county  upon  the  former  election,  it  was  a 
c  duty  he  owed  both  to  himfelf  and  his  country,  to 
c  profecute  the  authors  of  that  injuflice,  in  fuch 
c  manner  as  the  laws  of  his  country  direct  ;  and  as 
•  that  could  not  be  done,  but  by  bringing  the  mer- 
c  rits  of  the  former  election,  to  be  tried  at  the  bar 
c  of  that  houfe,  they  thought  the  petitioners  were 
c  not  only  very  much  in  the  right,  but  in  duty  bound 
c  to  infift  upon  it :  That  this  was  certainly  the  duty 
c  of  the  petitioners ;  and  it  was  their  duty,  as  mem- 
c  bers  of  that  houfe,  to  hear  and  determine  the  affair 
c  as  foon  as  poffible  •,  for  which  reafon,  it  was  their 
c  duty,  as  members  of  that  houfe,  to  agree  to  the 
c  motion  that  had  been  made.9 

Queibon.  'pkg  qUeftjon  being  then  put.the  motion  was  agreed 

c  to,  without  a  diviflon,  ar.d  the  lifts  of  controverted 

c  voters  were  ordered  to  be  mutually  delivered  by 

c  that  day  month. 

a^enr  f°r  ^e  *~ame  ^ay?  Walter  Plummer,  Efq-,  prefented 
prefented.  to  the  houfe,  the  petition  of  John  Neal,  Efq;  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  election,  and  return  for  the  city 
of  Coventry  ;  and  after  the  fame  was  read,  Mr. 
Phimmer  flood  up  again,  and  fa  id,  '  That  tho'  by 
'  the  forms  of  proceeding  in  that  houfe,  it  was  ne- 
c  ceffary  for  the  petitioner  to  prefrnt  a  petition  that 
c  feftion,  in  the  very  fame  words  with  the  petition, 
*  prefented  by  him  upon  the  fame  fu  eject  the  pre- 
c  ceding  feflion  ;  yet  he  had  now  given  him  orders 
6  to  acquaint  the  houfe,  That  in  order  to  five  trou- 
c  ble  to  the  houfe,  and  not  to  take  up  their  time  any 
c  longer  than  was  abfolutely  neceffary,  he  was  wiJl- 
<  ing  to  pafs  from  every  complaint  in  his  petition 
6  mentioned,  except  in  fo  far  as  related  to  the  quali- 
6  fication  of  John  Bird,  Efq;  one  of  the  fitting 
6  members  for  the  faid  city  •,  which  was  the  only 
6  complaint  he  intended  to  infift  on,  at  the  hearing 

<  of 
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w  of  the  petition  •,  and  as  the  determining  of  that 
6  point  could  not  take  up  above  half  an  hour  of  their 
'  time,  he  would  therefore  move,  that  the  petition 
c  might  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe :'  But  up- 
on the  question's  being  put,  it  paffed  in  the  negative, 
and  the  petition  was  of  courfe  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  privileges  and  elections. 

On  that  day  fe'nnight,  viz.  Monday  the  26th 
of  January,  Mr.  Plummer  flood  up,  and  laid, 
c  That  altho'  he  had  before  acquainted  the  houfe, 
c  that  John  Neale,  Efq;  petitioner  for  Coventry,  was 
c  willing  to  pafs  from  every  complaint  mentioned 
1  in  his  petition,  except  in  fo  far,  as  related  to  the 
c  qualification  of  John  Bird,  Efq;  one  of  the  fitting 
c  members ;  yet  that  fomething  to  that  purpofe 
c  might  appear  upon  their  votes,  and  to  infure  the 
6  fitting  member,  that  no  other  complaint  v/ould  be 
c  infilled  on  againfthim,  he  would  move,  That  fince 
6  John  Neale,  Efq-,  who  had  exhibited  a  petition  to 
*  that  houfe,  complaining;  of  an  undue  election  and 
'  return  for  the  city  of  Coventry,  defired  to  with- 
'  draw  the  complaint  in  the  faid  petition,  except  as 
6  to  what  related  to  the  qualification  of  John  Bird, 
c  Efq-,  one  of  the  fitting  members  for  the  faid  city, 
'  therefore  it  might  be  ordered,  That  the  faid  peti- 
c  tion  mould  be  difmiffed  except  as  aforefaid.' which 
was  accordingly  agreed  to.  Then  Mr.  Plummer  laid, 
4  That  as  the  examining  the  matter  of  that  petition, 
'  as  it  then  flood,  could  not  require  any  long  prepa- 
c  ration,  or  the  bringing  up  of  many  witnefles  •,  and 
'  as  it  could  not  take  up  i~o  much  as  one  evening  to 
c  determine  that  complaint  in  the  committee,  there-* 
'  fore  he  would  move  for  an  inftru&ion  to  the  com- 
'  mittee,  to  hear  it  on  that  day  three  weeks :'  To 
this  it  was  objected,  as  it  had  been  to  the  former  mo- 
tion in  this  affair,  c  That  it  was  contrary  to  the 
c  common  courfe,  and  that  there  was  nothing  in  that 
4  affair  fo  extraordinary,  as  to  induce  them  to  hear 

'  it 
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c  it  out  of  its  due  courfe:'  For  this  reafon,  upon 
the  queition's  being  pur,  it  palled  J  ike  wife  in  the 
negative. 

Petition  for  f~\  N  the  2  ifh  of  January,  the  petition  of  Anthony 
^ekmir  ^<J  Chute,  of  the  Vine  in  the  county  of  Southamp- 
ton^ Efq-,  complaining  of  an  undue  eleclion  and  re- 
turn for  the  faid  county,  was  prefented  to  the  houfe 
and  read  ;  and  it  was  ordered,  that  the  matter  of  the 
bid  petition,  fhonld  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe, 
on  ^uefday  the  9th  day  of  March  then  next ;  after 
which  it  was  moved,  to  order,  That  the  lifts,  with 
refpecl  to  the  controverted  eleclion  for  the  county  of 
Southampton,  then  depending  before  the  houfe,  mould 
be  delivered  by  that  day  five  weeks ;  whereupon, 
Edward  Life,  Efq-,  one  of  the  fitting  members  for 
that  county,  flood  up,  and  fpoke  to  this  effect,  viz. 

Mr.  Lifted  4  That  he  would  willingly  fubmit  to  any  order  the 
thaTo  °fi-  '  k°uk  fo°uld  be  pleafed  to  make  upon  that  occa- 
on.  4  fion,  and  would  be  ready  to  deliver  his  lifts  by  any 

c  day  the  houfe  mould  be  pleafed  to  prefix  •,  but  as 
4  the  defign  of  delivering  iuch  lifts,  was  to  fhorren 
4  the  difpute,  and  to  prevent  taking  up  their  time 
4  with  inquiries  into  objections  againft  voters,  which 
4  were  either  falfe  or  frivolous,  th^  longer  the  time 
4  was  which  was  to  be  prefixed   for  delivering  fuch 

*  lifts,  both  the  petitioner  and  he  would  be  the  more 
4  enabled  to  abridge  their  lifts-,  and  therefore,  in 
'  order  to  give  the  houfe  as  little  trouble  as  poftible, 

*  which  he  was  very  much  inclined  tor  he  hoped  the 
4  houfe  would  give  him  and  the  petitioner,  as  much 

*  time  as  poffible,  for  making  up  and  delivering 
4  their  lifts.  That  with  refpecl  to  the  objections  a- 
4  gainft  the  voters  of  either  fide,  they  were  obliged 
4  to  depend  upon  the  information  of  others  •,  and  in 
4  order  to  prevent  their  being  excluded  from  object  - 
4  ing  ngainfl  any  perfon,  who  was  really  a  bad  voter 
4  on  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion,  they  were  obi' 


I- 

■  ged 
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gcd  to  put  every  man's  name  in  their  lifts,  againft 
whom  they  could  hear  of  any  fort  of  objection  ; 
but  that  if  he  had  time,  he  would  by  himfcll  and 
his  agents,  inquire  particularly  into  every  objec- 
tion •,  and  would  put  no  man's  name  in  his  lift,  it 
upon  fuch  inquiry  he  iliould  iind,  that  the  objection 
was  not  fufficiently  fupported  by  rcafon  and  evi- 
dence, by  which  means  he  might  probably  very 
much  abridge  the  lift  he  was  to  deliver  •,  and  he 
did  not  doubt  of  die  petitioner's  doing  the  fame. 
'  That  as  there  were  already  three  county  peti- 
tions *  appointed  to  be  heard,  before  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  hearing  of  the  petition  againft  him,  it 
could  not  b-  preiumed,  that  the  hearing  of  the  pe- 
tition againft  him  would  come  on  upon  the  very 
day  the  houfe  had  appointed  for  hearing  it ;  and 
therefore,  he  thought  it  would  be  better  for  the 
houfe  to  fufpend  making  any  order  for  delivering 
lifts  of  bad  voters  for  the  county  of  Southampton* 
tili  after  the  determination  of  the  York/hire  election 
at  leaft  •,  for  as  the  petition  for  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk, and  that  for  the  county  of  Flint,  were  both 
to  be  heard  thereafter,  and  before  the  petition  for 
Southampton  could  come  on,  there  could  be  no  in- 
convenience in  delaying  to  make  any  order  for  de- 
livering lifts  with  refpect  to  the  laft  •,  becaufe  after 
the  determination  of  the  Yerkjhire  election,  the 
houfe  might  order  the  lifts  for  the  county  of  South- 
ampton to  be  delivered  by  that  day  fe'nnighti  and 
it  was  impoftible  the  Norfolk  and  Flint  elections 
could  both  be  determined  in  a  week's  time.  For 
this  reafon,  he  hoped,  the  honourable  gentleman 
would,  for  the  convenience  of  the  petitioner,  as 
well  as  for  his  convenience,  and  alfo  for  the  fake 
of  f  iving  the  time  of  that  houfe,  wave  the  motion 
he  had  made,   and  that  the  houfe   would   fufpend 

*  York/hire s  Norfolk,  and  JTintfidre. 
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*  making  any  order  for  delivering  the  lifts  for  the 
c  county  of  Southampton,  till  after  the  determination 
6  of  the  Torkjhire  election.' 


Anfwer. 


Queflion. 


Several  other  gentlemen  fpoke  to  the  fame  effect ; 
all  which  it  was  anfwered,  '  That  the  ufual  me- 
thod was  lor  the  houfe  to  appoint  a  day  for  deli- 
vering lifts  for  all  county  elections,,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  appointed  a  day  for  hearing  the  peti- 
tion :  That  the  three  other  county  elections  might 
for  fome  reafon  or  other  be  put  off,  or  perhaps  en- 
tirely dropt,  for  which  reafon  it  was  neceffary,  for 
thofe  concerned  in  the  Southampton  election,  to  be 
fully  prepared  and  ready  for  the  hearing,  againft 
the  day  the  houfe  had  appointed,  which  they  could 
not  be,  unlefs  the  lifts  were  delivered  againft  the 
day  then  moved  for  -,  and  that,  as  the  fitting  mem- 
ber, as  well  as  the  petitioner,  had  already  had  near 
a  whole  year  to  inquire  into  the  qualifications  of  one 
another's  voters,  and  the  objections  that  could  be 
made  againft  any  of  them,  it  was  to  be  prefumed, 
that  the  lifts  were  then  as  much  abridged,  as  they 
could  poflibly  be.' 


At  laft,  the  queftion  was  put  for  delivering  the 
lifts  by  that  day  five  weeks,  and  carried  in  the  affir- 
mative without  a  divifion. 


Eftimates, 
&c.  called 
for. 


ON  Thurfday  the  2  2d  of  January,    the  houfe  ha- 
ving, upon  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 


fupply,  relolved,  nemine  contradicente,  that  a  fup- 
ply  mould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  they  ordered, 
among  others,  the  following  eftimates,  ftate,  and 
accounts  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe,  viz. 


1.  An  eftimate  of  the  ordinary  of  the  navy  for 
the  year  1736,  with  the  half- pay  of  the  officers  of 
the  navy  and  marines. 


2.  An 
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2.  An  eft i mate  of  the  charge  for  guards,  gam- 
fons,  and  land  forces  for  the  year  1736. 

3.  An  eftimate  of  the  charge  of  ordnance  for 
land  ferv ice  for  the  year  1736. 

4.  A  (late  of  the  debt  of  his  Majefty's  navy,  as 
it  itood  at  Chriflmafs  then  lair. 

5.  An  account  mewing  how  the  money  given  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1735,  had  been  difpofed  of, 
diftinguifhed  under  the  feveral  heads. 

6.  An  account  of  the  fervices  incurred  and  not 
provided  for  by  Parliament. 

Of  which  the  firft  and  fourth  were  laid  before  the 
houfe  next  day  •,  the  fecond,  third,  and  fixth,  on 
Monday  thereafter  5  and  the  fifth  on  Tuefday  the  3d 
of  March . 


Q^  2  "An 
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An  AbfiraBofthe  Ordinary  E STI M AT E  of  the 
Navy  for  the  Tear  1736. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  exe- 
cuting the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great- 
Britain. 


1 .  Commiffioners  of  the  Navy,  with  the 
Secretaries,  Officers,  Clerks,  Inftru- 
merits  and  Contingencies  relating  there- 
unto. /.       s.  d. 

2.  Superannuated  Sea-Offic.  5109  12  7 

3.  Penfions  and  Allowance    3557   15  o 

4.  Chatham>     -. 


/. 


d. 


5.  Deptford,     /  ^ 

6.  Woolwich,  v  -0 

7 .  Port/mouth,  (  ^ 

8 .  Sheernefs 

9.  Plymouth 


7  2 
II    4 


) 


3507 

3082 

2521 

—  4l64  H  6( 

—  1813     4  6\ 

—  2506     5  6  ' 

10.  Muiter-mafters  and  other  Officers  of? 
the  Out-Ports  $ 

1 1 .  Wages  to  Ships  and  VelTels  in  Ordin. 

12.  Victuals  to   the   Officers   and    Men? 
ferving  therein  S 

13.  Charge  of  the  Harbour  Moorings  — 

14.  Ordinary  Repairs  of  his  Majefty's  / 
Ships  in  Harbour,  and  of  the  Docks,  £ 
Wharfs,  Buildings,  &c. J 

1 5 .  Ordinary  Charge  of  fick  and  hurt  ? 
Seamen  5 

16.  Half-pay  to  Sea-Officers     

Total  of  the  Ordinary   Eflimate  of  the 
Navy  for  the  Year   1736. 


28,062     14     1 


8,667 

*7>595 

3,623 
30,712 

,3»45° 
24,084 

60,005 

1,068 
30,000 


7     7 


11     8 


o    o 

15     o 
o     o 


Carried  over  —  j  217,269       4 


10 


Brought 
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Brought  over, 

To  which  may  be  added, 

For  defraying  the  Expence  in  maintain-" 
ing   in   the  Royal   Hofpital  of  Greeu- 

nvich,  an  additional  number  of  diiabled 
Seamen,  taken,  and  to  be  taken  into 
it,  who  are  worn  out,  and  become  de- 
crepid  in  the  fervice  of  their  Country, 
there  being  now  900  poor  Seamen 
maintained  in  the  faid  Hofpital  ;  as  al- 
fo  for  a  fufKcient  Number  of  Nurfes, 
being  the  Widows  of  Officers  and  poor 
Seamen,  and  for  carrying  on  the  Build- 
ings and  other  Incidents  of  the  faid  Hof- 
pital, for  the  Year  1736.    10,000/. 


L  s.      J. 

17,269     4     10 


10,000     o    00 


227,269    4     10 


And  then  the  Total  of  the  Ordinary  Eftimste  of  the  Navy 
for  the  Year  1736,  amounts  to  Two  hundred  twenty-feven. 
thoufand  two  hundred  fixty-nine  Pounds  four  Shillings  and  ten 
Pence. 


Richard  Haddock, 
James  Ackwjortb, 
Thomas  Pearje, 
George  Purvis, 
J .  Fawier. 


0,3 


An 
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An  EST  I  MA  T  E  of  the  Charge  of  the  Guards, 
Garrifons,  and  other  his  Majejlfs  Land  Forces  in 
Great-Britain,  for  the  year  1736. 


S3     O 

>-t    o 
o 

^^ 

ON  en 
V-ri     p 

*^    o 

J"  crq 


Horfe. 

ill  Troop  of  Guards, 

2d  ditto, 

3d  ditto, 

4th  ditto, 

1  ft  Troop  of  Gren.  Guar 

2d  ditto, 

Royal  Regiment  of  Guar 

Lord  Pembroke's  Regim. 

Lieutenant  Gen.  Evans's, 

Lieutenant  Gen.  Wade's, 

Dragoons. 

Royal  Regiment, 
Brigadier  Campell's, 
Lieut.  Gen.  Hollywood's, 
Lord  Cadogans, 
Major  General  Kerr's, 
Sir  Robert  Rich's, 
Major  Gen.  Churchill's, 
Lord  Mark  Kerr's, 


Carried  forward 


181 

181 
181 
181 
176 

l77 
337 

3*9 

214 

214 


369 
369 
369 
369 

369 
369 
369 
369 


2101 


'95 


51 15 


16,592  00 
16,592  CO 
16,592  00 
16,592  CO 

10,772  12 
10,900  14 
26,949  l6 
26,126  06 
17,744  18 
17,744  18 


I7,46l  05 

17,461  05 

17,461  05 

17,461  05 

17,461  05 

17,461  05 

17,461  05 

17,461  05 


d. 


176,607    4    O 


39,690  o  c 


316,297  4  0 


Brought 
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<■■: 


S 


Brought  forward. 

Foot. 

j  ft  Reg.  of  Guards, 
2d  ditto, 
3d  ditto, 

L.Gen.Ta/WsReg. 
Major  Gen.  Barrels 
Brigadier  Montague's 
Lieut.  G.  WhethatrCs 
Brigadier  Middle ton's 
Brigadier  Harrijbn's, 
Brigad.  Handa/jde's 
Lieut.  Gen.  Sabine's, 

Invalids. 

Brig.  Fie/ding's  Reg. 
25lndep.  Companies. 

Independent  Compa- 
nies. 

6  Independ.  Com-  1 
panies  in  N.  Brit.  J 

Staff  Officers,  &c. 

Staff  Officers 

Gar.  Fire  and  Candle, 
Contin^.  upon  Accr. 


2005 
1288 
1238 

7°5 
705 
705 

705 

70S 
705 
705 
705 


5'5 

1300 


5**3 


10,221 


181c 


555 


7>7°4 


d.   j   /.    /.  d. 
1316,297  4  o 


$1,29*  T7 
33,299  iS 

33>354  l8 
13,917  03 
13,917  03 
13,917  03 
13,917  03 
13,917  03 
13,917  03 
13,917  03 
13,917  03 


9*933  17  o 
22,646  05  o 


10,907  09  7 1 
36,060  14  4^ 
15,000  00  o 


229,283 


32,580  02  o 


9,146  17  Q 


61,968  04  O 


0.4 


649,276  02  O 

4n 


Parliamentary     A.  1736, 


A.  1736.         DEBATES. 


23 


An  Eftimate  of  the  Debt  of  his  Ma- 

Navy  Office,  237         jefiy's  Navy >  on  the  Heads  here- 
Jan.  1735.     <y  after  mentioned,  as  it  flood  on  the 

31ft  of  December,  1735. 


Heads  of  the  Naval 
Ejii  mates. 


Wear  and  Tear,  ordi- 
nary and  extraor- 
dinary Repairs. 

Due  to  pay  off  and 
difcharge  all  the 
Bills  regifter'd  on 
the  Courle  of  the 
Navy  for  Stores, 
iffc.  fupplied  for 
the  fervice  thereof. 

1 To  pay  off  and 

difcharge  all  the 
bills  regiftered  on 
the  faid  courfe, 
for  Premiums  al- 
lowed by  Aft  of 
Parliament  on  na- 
val (lores. 

— —  For  Freight  of 
Tenders,  and  for 
Stores  delivered  in- 
to his  Majelty's  fe- 
veral  Yards,  &e. 
for  which  no  Bills 
were  made  out  on 
the  aforefaid  31ft 
of  Dec.  1735,  as 
alfo  to  feveral  bills 
of  Exchange. 


Particulars. 


d. 


145,876  00  00 


1 1,460  00  00 


25,017  00  00 


182,353  00  00 


Total. 


s.     d. 


Tc 
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Heads  of  the  Naval 
EJiimates. 


Brought  over 

—  To  his  Maje- 
fty's  Yards  and 
Rope-yards,  and 
the  ordinary  and  ex  - 
traordinary  thereof. 

— —For  Half-pay  to 
SeaOmcers,accord- 
ing  to  an  Eftablifh- 
ment  made  by  his 
late  Majefty  in 
Council  on  that 
behalf. 

Seamen  s  Wages. 

Due  to  pay  the  Men, 
&c.  unpaid  on  the 
Books  of  Ships 
paid  off. 

——To  Ships  in  Sea- 
Pay  on  the  above- 
faid  31ft  of    Dec. 

1735- 
To      difcharge 

and  pay  off  all  the 
Bills  entered  in 
courfe  for  Pilotage, 
Surgeon's  Necel- 
faries,  Bounties  to 
Widows  and  Or- 
phans of  Men  flain 
at  Sea,  &c.  on 
the  Head  of  Sea- 
men's Wages. 


Particulars. 


I.       s.      d. 
182,353  00     o 


69,480  00     o 


17,926  II 


37,406  04     z\ 


525,461   oo-    o 


16,913  OO     o 


Total. 


s.       d. 


369,759  II    I 


579,780  04    3l 

949>539  lS     5^ 


naualL 


ing 


A.I736- 

Heads  of  the  Naval 

EjU  mates. 


Brought  over 

Victualling  debt,    as 
per  eftimate  rccei*v-  \ 
ed  from  tbofe  com-  ' 
mijjio'icrs,    viz. 

Due  for  fhort  allow- 
ance to  the  compa- 
nies of  his  Majefty's 
ihips  in  pay,  and 
which  have  been  j 
paid  off. 

For  paying  off: 

all  the  bills  entered  j 
on  their  courfe. 

For    neceffary 

money,  extra  necei- ! 
iary   money,    bills 
of    exchange,   and 
contingencies. 

To  the  officers, 

workmen  and  la- 
bourers employed 
at  the  feveral  ports. 

Sick  a7id  hurt,  the 
debt  of  that  office  as 
per  ejlimate  receiv- 
ed from  tbofe  com- 
mijjioners. 

Due  for  the  quarters 
and  cure  of  fick 
and  hurt  feamen, 
fent  afhore  from 
his  Majefty's  fleet, 
and  contingencies 
relating  to  the  faid 
fervice. 


DEBATES. 


21S 


Particular 


25,583    13     O 


79>5°4 


2,850   14 


61 


*i 


Total. 


949>539  lS     Si 


0,503     4     8 


118,542     9     7 


l7&9  *3     5 


1,085,501   18     5} 


The 
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Heads  of  the  Naval  I 

Particulars.  Total. 


EJlimates. 
Brought  over 


The  total  amounts  to 
the  fum  of  one 
million  eighty-five 
thoufand  five  hun- 
dred one  pounds, 
eighteen  millings 
and  five  pence 
three  farthings. 

From  whence  de- 
ducting the  money 
in  the  treasurer's 
hands,  as  on  the 
other  fide. 

And  alfo  the  money 
that  has  fince  been 
received,  and  what 
remains  to  be  ifTued 
as  on  the  other  fide. 

The  net  debt  will 
then  be 


88,257     9 


505,882   19  '  7 


1,085,501     18        5|: 


1,085,501     18        ^ 


594,140     8     9! 


491,361     9     S 


Memorandum  5 
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An  account,  Jhewing  how  the  monies  given  for  the  fervhe  of  the 
year    I735>     have    been   difpofed   of,    dijiinguifbcd  under  the 
federal  heads,    until  the   %d  of    February,     1735,    and  the 
parts  thereof  remaining  unfatisfed,  with  the  deficiency  there- 
upon. 

GRANTS. 

Navy. 

For  the  victuals,   wages,   wear  and  tear  of  the  navy,  and  the 

victualling  thereof  for  30,000  men  for  1 3  months. 
For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  and  for  half-pay. 
Towards  the  fupport  of  Greenwich  hofpital. 

Ordnance. 

For  ordnance  fea  fervices. 

For  ditto  land  fervice. 

For  extraordinary  expences,  not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

Forces. 

In  defraying  the  charges  of  25,744  men  for  guards,  garrifons, 
C5V.   Anno  1735. 

For  maintaining  his  Majefty's  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  plan- 
tations,  Minorca  and  Gibraltar,    Anno  1735. 

Upon  account  of  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  hofpital. 

For  defraying  feveral  extraordinary  expences  and  fervices  incurred, 
and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

Upon  account  of  half  pay  to  reduced  officers  of  his  Majefty's 
land  forces  and  marines,    Anno  1735. 

For  penfions  to  officers  widows,  who  were  married  before  Chriji- 
mas,    1 7 1 6,   for  the  year  1735. 

To  compleat  81,568/.  5/.  lid.  for  fervices  incurred  by 
augmenting  his  Majefly's  forces,  and  concerting  fuch 
other  meafures,  as  the  exigency  of  his  Majefty's  affairs  have 
required. 

For  a  fubfidy  to  the  King  of  Denmark. 


Deficiencies. 


A.  1736.         DEBATES, 


27 


I         s.  d. 


1,482,000  o  o 
198,914  9  7 

1,680,914  9  7 

10,000  o  o 


78,000  o  o 
79,760  3  9 
24,693   1  6 


i»M53  5  3 


794,529  4  •  j\ 

215,710  6     sl 

18,850  9     2 

10,273  1     7* 

49,834  13     4 

3,780  o     o 


Sums  paii 


>453>3°3  o  9 
10,000  o  o 


150,000  o  o 


Remains  to  be 
paid. 


39 


/.      «.  ^. 


227,611     8   10 


32,453     S     3 


10,363     5   11 
56,250     o     o 


1,159,621    1    \\  1,150,297  5   8j 


9o23  15     5 


240  Parliamentary     A.  1736, 


Deficiencies. 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  malt  duty,   Anno  1733,  at 

Lady-Day,    1735. 
To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  land-tax,  Anno,   1733,  at 

Michaelmas,    1 7  3  5 . 
To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  general  fund  at  Michaelmas, 

1734- 


To  ma ke  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants,   Anno  1734,   n)'x%' 

To  the  navy — —         26,247   12   \o\ 

To  the  ordnance —  10,158     2     5^ 


Towards  the  maintenance  of  the  Britijh  forts  and  fettlements, 

belonging   to  the  royal   African  company   on  the  coaft   of 

Africa. 
Towards    fettling    and    fecuring    the   colony    of    Georgia   in 

America. 
Towards  the  repairs    of   the  collegiate  church  of  St.   Peter's 

Wejiminfter. 
For  the  repair  of  the  tower  and  root   cf  the  parifh  church  of 

St.  Margaret  Wefiminjler* 

Theavays  and  means  towards  fupplying  the  faid  fer'vices. 

750,000  o  o  By  the  malt  duty,  Anno  1735. 

1,000,000  o  o.  By  the  finking  fund. 

500,000  o  o  By  the  fait  duty, 

t, 000,000  o  o  By  the  land  tax,  Anno  1735. 

9,165  13  o  By  arrears  of  the  malt  duty,  tfhm  1733. 

3,259,165   13     o 

21,096     9     8     Deficiencies  of  ways  and  means,  1735. 

3,280,262     2     %■ 
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Sums  paid. 


24* 


/.        *.  d.        L 

107,509  18  o 

22,300  o  o 

57*557  J3  4 


d. 


36,405  15  4^ 


203,773  6  84 

10,000  o  o 

26,00©  o  o 

4,000  o  o 

3,500  o  o 


3,280,262  2  8 


Remains  to  b$ 
paid. 


s.   d. 


203,773  6  8£ 

1  ©,000  o  c 

26,000  o  o 

4,000  Q  o 

3,500  o  o 


s.  4. 


3,010,873  13  2:269,388    9    6 


Refidueof  ways  and  means,  Anno  1735. 
Undifpofed  of  on  the  fait  duty  —         248,291   19  10 

Deficiencies  of  ways  and  means,  Anno  1735     tmm     21,096    9     % 
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Navy-ofEce,  27th  Jan.  1735. 
An  account  of  the  number  of  feamen  employed  in  the 
fervice  of  the  royal  navy,  from  the  3  ift  December, 
1734,  to  31ft  December,  1735,  upon  a  medium 
of  each  month,  diftinguifhing  what  number  were 
borne,  and  what  mufter9d  in  the  f aid  fervice,  pre- 
pared purfuant  to  an  order  of  the  honourable  houfe 
cf  Commons,  dated  %$d  inftant. 


Months. 

January  —  17  34 

February  —  — 

March  —    1735 

July    mm—    Zr  ZZ 

September — -  — 

Oftober        — 

November  _«—  — — 

December    —  —          —  — — 


Upon  a  medium  -— -  — 


Number  of  Men. 


Borne.        Muiter'd 


27*497 
27,414 

*7>594 
27»748 
27,144 
28,967 
29,629 
30,161 

30,194 
30,089 

29,814 

29,582 

34S>833 
28,819 


22,277 
22,987 
23,581 

24>54« 
24,846 
26,840 
27,491 
27,362 
28,017 
28,294 
26,426 
23,852 

306,514 
25^42 


Richard  Haddock, 
J.  Ackworth, 
*Tho.  Pearfe, 
G.  Purvis, 
J.  Fowler, 
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HS 


An  account  of  all  the  public  debts,  at  the  receipt  of 
his  Majeftfs  Exchequer,  due  or  ftanding  out  at 
Chriftmas,  1735,  with  the  annual  mtcreft  or 
fums  paid  for  the  fame. 


Exchequer. 


Annuities  for  long 
terms,  being  the  re- 
mainder of  the  ori- 
ginal fum  contribu- 
ted and  unfubfcrib- 
ed  to  the  Soutb-Sea 
company,  after  de- 
ducting what  has 
fallen  in  by  deaths. 

Annuities  for  lives 
with  benefit  of  fur- 
vivorfhip,being  the 
original  fum  con- 
tributed. 

Annuities  payable 
upon  two  and  three 
lives,  being  the  fum 
remaining  after  de- 
ducting what  has 
fallen  by  deaths. 

Annuities  at  9  per 
cent,  per  annumt 
being  the  remain- 
der of  the  original 
fum  unfubfcribed  to 
the  South-Sea  com- 
pany. 

Ditto  on  lottery 
1 7 1  o,  being  the  re- 
mainder, tjfc. 

Annuities  on  the 
plate-aft,  6  Geo. 
prim*  Reg. 


Principal. 


i.         s.     d. 


1,836,275   17   I0| 


108,100    o    o 


127,  80$ 


161,108  6  8 
109,290  o  o 
312,000    o    o 


Annual    Intereft,   or 
Sums  paid. 

/.       s.     JL 


131,255   10  11 


7,567     o    o 


14,997  18     s 


14,499  15     o 

9,836     2     o 

12,480    o     o 


2,654,973  12     7i «       190,636    6    4 
R  5  Annuities 
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Principal. 

I.         s.     d. 
Brought  over1  2,654,673  12     7 


Annual    Interejl,    ar 
Sums  paid. 
I.  s.     d. 

190,636    6    4 


Annuities  on  the  Ne- 
ws and  5/.  Cbrif- 
topbers  debentures,  | 
at  3  per  cent,   per 
ann. 
Exchequer  bills  on  the 
victualling  a£t,  an-s 
no   1726,  at  3  per 
cent,  per  ann. 
Ditto  made  out  for 
the  intereit  on  old 
bills  exchanged. 
Annuities  at  3/.  ioj. 
per  cent,    per  ann. 
for  the  year  1 7  3 1 . 
Duties  on  fait  conti- 
nued Anno     17341 
at  4  /.  per  cent,  per 
ann, 
Ditto,  *«/w  1735,6* 
500,000/.   at  4/. 
per  cent,   per   ann, 
but  no  part  of  this 
fum  has  been  bor- 
rowed  during    the 
time  of    this    ac 
count. 
Note,  The  land  taxes 
and  duties  on  malt 
being  annual  grants 
arc  not  charged  in 
this  account. 
Nor  the  1,000,000 
charged  on  the  de-  j 
duclions  of  6d.  per 
pound. 


4,536,094  17 


258,612   19 


Eajl* 


A.I736' 


Brought  over 


DEBATES. 

Principal.  \  Annual    bitereft 

Sums  paid. 
I  s.  d. 

4,536,094   17   84 


247 


EaJl-IndiaCompzny. 

By  two  acts  of  Par- 
liament 9  Will. 
Tert.  and  two  o- 
ther  ads  6  and  10 
Anna  Reg.  but  the 
annuity  granted  by 
the  faid  acts,  was 
by  an  aft  3  Geo. 
Secund.  Regis,  re- 
duced from  5  /.  per 
cent,  to  4/.  per 
cent,  per  ann. 

Bank  ^England. 

On  their  original 
fund  at  61.  per  cent 
per  ann. 

For   cancelling  Ex- 
chequer bills,  3  Geo. 
prim.   Regis  at  4  /. 
per  cent,  per  ann. 
Purchafed     of     the 
South  Sea  company 
at  ditto. 
Annuities  charged  on 
the  duties  on  coals 
fince      Lady      Day 
1719,    at    4/.  per 
cent,  per  ann. 
Ditto  charged  on  the 
furplus  of  the  funds 
for  lottery,   17 14, 
at  4  /.  per  cent,  per 
ann. 


3,200,000     o  o 


1,600,000    o  o 


1,500,000 


4,000,000 


o  © 


6  o 


1,750,000    o  o 


1,250,000    o  o 


/.  s.    d. 

258,612  19  I 


17,836,094    17    8: 


128,000    o  o 

96,000    o  o 

60,000    o  o 
160,000    o  o 

70,000    o  o 
50,000    o  o 


822,612  19  I 


R4 


Annuities 
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Principal.             Annual  lntereft>    or 
Sums  paid. 
1.           s.  d.                  1.         s.  d. 
Brought  over      17,836,094  17.  8£          822,612  19  1 

Annuities  for  the  lot- 
tery 1731*  at  3/. 
per    cent,    per  ann. 
transferable  at  the 
Bank. 

800,006     d  0 

24,000     O  G 
s.    d. 

To  them  more  for  charges  of^ 

management  of  their  original v    4000     o     o    per  ann.. 

debt.  3 

For  a  proportional  charge  of  ma- } 

nagement  of  4,000,000  pur-  f       0  0      <      m  x    . 

chafed  of  theWs^cbm-C  ,898     J     #.#  "* 


5898     3 


5r 


Soutb-Sea  company  I 

On  their  capital 
ftock  and  annuities, 
per  aft  9  G<?<?.  /r//». 
£^/j  at  4  /.  /*r 
<r*«/.  /«•  ann. 


29,302,203     5  6i 


47*938*298     3  3  J 


i,i72,o88     2  3 


2,018,701     1  4 


To  them  more  for  charges  of?    r  ,.,    . 

management.  $  ,6>99*  '9  '°i  f  «»»■ 


On 
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ON  Monday  the  26th  of  January,  the  petition  &*&*** 
of  Richard  Sheppard,  Efq-,  complaining  of  an  Wd.npre" 
undue  election  and  return  for  the  borough  of  South- 
wark  in  the  county  of  Surry,  was  prefented  to  the 
houfe  by  Charles  Eversfield^  Efq;  member  for  Hor- 
(ham  in  Suffex,  which  was  accordingly  read  ;  and  a 
motion  was  made,  that  the  matter  of  the  fnid  peti- 
tion mould  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  ;  where- 
upon Thomas  Whinington,  Efq-,  flood  up  and  fpoke 
to  this  effect,  viz. 

■  That  altho'  the  honourable  gentleman  who  pre-  Mt.Ifs* 
1  fented  the  petition,  had  moved  to  have  it  heard  at  f^cZ  * 

*  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  and  akho'  that  motion  had 
c  been  feconded,  and  very  much  prefled  by  the  ho- 

*  nourable  gentleman,  who   was  one  of  the   fitting 

*  members  for  Sduthwark,  and  againfl  whom  the  pe- 
«  tition  feemed  to  be  chiefly  aimed  ;  yet  he  hoped 
c  gentlemen  would  have  fome  regard,  to  the  honou- 

*  rable  gentleman  in  the  chair,  to  whom  every  elec- 

*  tion  heard  at  the  bar,  was  a  very  great  fatigue. 

*  That  befides,  they  ought  to  confider  their  own 
'*  time,  and  how  much  of  it  would  be  taken  Up,   in 

*  hearing  the  petitions  already  appointed  to  be  heard 
<  at  the  bar,  infomuch,  that  he  was  afraid,  it   would 

*  be  impoMible  for  them  to  go  through  the  public 
'  bufinefs,  which  mud  neceffarily  come  before  them, 

*  and  which  could  not  be  put  off  till  another  fefiion, 
'  without  doing  a  very  great  prejudice  to  the  nation 

*  in  general.  That  as  there  was  a  vaft  number  of 
'  Voters  in  the  borough  of  Southward  there  would 

*  of  courfe  be  a  very  great  number  of  witneffes  to 

*  be  examined  •,    and  confequently,  a  great   many 

*  points  of  law  would  probably  arife,  which  muft 

*  be  argued  by  counfel,   and  many  of  them  might 

*  perhaps  afterwards  be  argued  for  a  long  time 
1  in  the  houfe  ;    fo  that  upon    the   whole,  he   did 

*  not  believe   the   houfe   could    go   through    that 

*  election  in  two  or  three  weeks,  even  though 
f  they  mould  adjourn  all  other  bufinefs,    and  fit 

*  upon 
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*  upon  it  de  die  in  diem.     For  this  rcafon  he  hoped, 

*  that  not  only  out  of  regard  to  their  fpeaker,  but 

*  out  of  regard  to  the  public,  and  to  the  bufinefs  of 

*  the  nation  in  general,  they  would  allow  that  elec- 

*  tion  to  go  to  their  committee,   where  it  might  be 

*  heard,  without  interrupting  the. public  bufinefs, 
4  without  fatiguing  their  fpeaker,  and  without  doing 
c  any  prejudice  either  to  their  petitioner,  or  to  the 
4  fitting  member.5 

Sir  John  Hynd  Cotton  then  flood  up,  and  fpoke  in 

fubftance  thus,  viz. 

sir  John  4  Upon  the  prefent  occafion,  Sir,  I  cannot  omit 

Hy"dFot\  4  taking  notice  of  what  happened,   when  the  York- 

'  4  Jhire  petition   was   prefented.     In   the   county  of 

4  York  there  are  certainly  five  or  fix  times  as  many 

4  voters  as  there  are  in  the  borough  of  Southwark  ; 

4  and  therefore,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  be   of 

4  opinion,    that  the    election    of   the  borough  of 

*  Southwark  will  take  up  two  or  three  weeks  of 
4  our  time,  he  muft  have  been  of  opinion,  that  the 
4  election  for  York/hire  would  take  up  at  lead  three 
4  or  four  months ;  yet  when  that  petition  was  pre- 
4  fented,  I  remember  the  fame  honourable  gen- 
4  tleman  appeared  very  fond  of  having  it  heard  at 
4  the  bar  of  this  houfe  \  and  I  mould  be  glad  to 
4  know,  from  whence  proceeds  that  tender  regard, 
4  which  he  is  plea  fed  to  teftify  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
4  for  the  honourable  gentleman  in  the  chair,  fince 
4  he  did  not  feem  to  mew  the  lead  regard  for  him 

*  in  the  former  ?' 

After  him,  Mr.  Alderman  Heathcote  fpoke  to  this 

effect,  viz. 
Mr. 'Aider-      *  sir,  by  an  agreement  between  me  and  the  ho- 
^Jfpecch"  4  nourable  gentleman  who  prefented  the  petition,  he 

4  promifed  to  move  for  its  being  heard  at  the  bar  of 

*  the  houfe  :    He  has  accordingly  done  fo,    and  I 

*  have  feconded  that  motioa  \  after  which  I  am  not 
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fc  a  little  furprifed  to  hear  any  gentleman  attempt  to 

*  have  it  lent  to  the  committee  ;  for  when  the  fitting 
<  member,  as  well  as  the  petitioner,  infiits  upon 
c  having  the  petition  heard  at  bar,  T  believe  there  is 
'  no  example  of  iuch  a  petition's  being  referred  to 
1  the  committee..    I  have   as  great  a  regard  for  the 

*  honourable  gentleman  in  the  chair,  as  any  men>- 
'  ber  of  this  houfe  can  pretend  to  -,  but  I  know  he 
'  will  grudge  no  trouble  or  fatigue,  in  doing  fervice 

*  to  the  public,  or  in  doing  juftice  to  any  member 
c  who  thinks  himfelf  injured  j  and,  in  the  prefent 
1  cafe,    I  infift  with  the  more  freedom  upon  having 

*  the  petition  heard  at  bar,  becaufe  I  know  the  con- 
c  teiled  votes  are  but  very  few  ;  fo  that  the  hearing 
'  can  laft  but  a  very  few  days  -,  and  I  have  fomc 
c  reafon  to  expend,  that  the  petition  will  be  given 
'  up,  even  before  thofe  votes  which  are  contefted 
'  are  all  examined  into. 

*  But,  Sir,  I  have  another  reafon  for  infilling 
6  upon  its  being  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe  :  The 
4  petition  which  has  been  publicly  read  here,  con- 
'  tains  ieveral  grievous  and  heinous  allegations  a- 
1  gainft  me,  therefore  I  think  I  have  a  fort  of  right 

*  to  have  the  truth  of  thefe  allegations  examined  in- 
'  to  in  the  fame  place  in  which  they  have  been   pub- 

*  lifhed ;  and  I  infift  upon  it,  becaufe,  when  the 
c  truth  of  them  comes  to  be  examined  into,  I  think 
'  I  have  good  reafon    to  believe,  that  the   petition 

*  will  appear  to  be  as  vexatious,  as  any  that  was  ever 

*  prefented  to  this  houfe.     This,  I  fay,  I  have  rea- 

*  fon  to  believe,  and  my  reafon  for  believing  fo,  is 
!  founded  not  only  upon  a  confeioufnefs  of  my  own 
>  innocence, but  upon  the  candour  and  fincerity  of  the 

*  petitioner's  own  fcrutineers  •,  for,  during  the  whole 
6  time  of  the  election,   the  returning  officer  for  that 

*  borough  acted  fo  equally  and  fairly,  that,  after  the 
4  fcrutiny  was  over,  even  the  fcrutineers  for  the  peti- 

*  tioner  returned  him  thanks  for  his  juftice  and  im- 

*  partiality, 

<  For 
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'  For  thefe  reafons,  I  hope,  Sir,  the  houfe  will 
6  not  only  order  this  petition  to  be  heard  at  the 
4  bar,  but  will  appoint  a  fhort  day  for  that  pur- 
4  pofe  ;'  confidering  the  place  is  juft  in  our   neigh- 

*  bourhood,  fo  that  no  pretence  can  be    made,  that 
4  any  of  the  parties  or  witneflfes  are  at  any  great  di- 

*  fiance/ 

Then  Walter  Vlummer,  Efq;  flood  up,  and  fpoke 
m  fubflance  as  follows,  viz. 

viuvim-       «  Sir,  as  the  elections  which  are  appointed  to  be 

**«   '  c  heard  at  bar,  are  generally  fooner  determined  than 

4  thofe  which  are  referred  to  the  committee ;  and  as 

*  it  is  always  Very  much  the  intereft  of  the  petitioner, 

*  to  have  the  matter  of  hrs  petition  foon  heard,   if  he 

*  has  any  confidence  in  it  ;    therefore  I   have   never 

*  obferved  the  hearing  of  any  petition  at  bar  refufed, 
4  when  it  was  defired  and  infifted  on  by  the  fitting 
4  member:  But  there  is  fomething  very  extraordi- 
'  nary  in  the  prefent  cafe  •,  for  not  only  the  fitting 
4  member  defires  and  infills  upon  the  petition's  be- 
4  irg  appc  inted  to  be  heard  at  bar,  but  there  feems 
4  to  be  a  defign  in  the  petitioner,  not  to  have  his  pe- 
4  tition  heard  at  all,  or  at  leaft  not  this  feflicn  \  for 
4  otherwife  he  would  certainly  have  prefented  it 
c  among  the  firft,  as  he  might  and  ought  to  have 
4  done*  whereas  he  has  delayed  prefenting  it  almoft 
4  as  long  as  he  could  ;  which,  to  me,  is  really  a 
4  ftrong  preemption,  that  he  is  fenfible  of  his 
4  petitions  being  fuch  as  the  fitting  member  has 
4  reprefented  it  to  be  ;  and  if  it  be  fo,  there  can  be 

*  no  ftronger  reafon  afTigned,  not  only  for  its  being 
4  heard  at  bar,  but  for  its  being  heard  as  foon  as 
4  poffible.' 

Divifkm.  The  queflion  was  then  put,  for  hearing  "the  peti- 
tion at  the  bar  of  the  houfe ;  which,  upon  a  divifion 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  145  to  142.  After 

which 
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which  the  queftion  was  pur,  for  hearing  it  at  bar  on 
the  10th  of  the  enfuing  month  ;  which  was  carrkd 
in  the  affirmative,  without  a  divifion. 

THE  fame  day,  the  whole  houfe  refolded  kfclf  Sfffr— »  • 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  con-  I^illttcc, 
fider  of  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty ;    and  Sir 
Charles  Turner  having  taken  the  chair.    Sir  Charles 
Wager  flood  up,    and  moved  the  houie    to    refolve, 

*  That  15,000  men  mould  be  employed  for  the  fea 
■  fervice  for  the  year  1736,  beginning  from  the  firft 
c  day  of  January^  1735.' 

After  fome  paufe,  Walter  Plummer,  Efq;  Hood 
up,  and  fpoke  to  this  effecl:,  viz, 

*  I  do  not  rife  up,  Sir,  to  oppofe  the  motion  now  mt.p&^ 
c  made  to  you,  becaufe,  as  we  have  the  happinefs  to  ^*4*°^- 

4  live  in  an  illand,  I  have  always  been  of  opinion, 

*  that  we  ought  chiefly  to  depend  upon  our  naval 

*  force  ;    and  for  this  reafon,  I  fhall  never  be  againif. 

*  our  keeping  up  a  pretty  large  number  of  feamen, 
c  even  in  times  of  the  mod  profound  peace  and  tran- 

*  quillity.     We  have,  'tis  true,  for  fome  years  paft, 

*  followed  a  quite  contrary  maxim  *,  we  have  always 

*  kept  up  fuch  a  great  number  of  land  forces,  that  k 

*  has  not  been  in  our  power  to  keep  up  fuch  a  num- 
'  ber  of  feamen,  in  time  of  peace,  as  we  ought  to 
;  have  done ;  but  what  has  been  the  confequence  of 
1  this  maxim  ?  It  has  forced  a  great  number  of  our 
1  native  and  gallant  feamen  into  the  fervice  of  fo~ 
1  reign  powers  •,  and  from  thence  arofe  the  difficuJ- 
1  ty  we  found  ourfelves  in  upon  a  late  fudden  emer- 

1  gency,    with  refpect  to   the  fitting  out   fpeedily 

5  a  powerful  fquadron :  This  difficulty  the  whole 
;  nation  was  lately  fenfible  of  ;  and  to  this  difficisi- 
1  ty  we  fhall  always  be  expofed,  unlefs  we  disband 
5  a  great  number  of  our  land  foldiersr  and  bciiow 

2  *  that 
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*  that  money  upon  keeping  up  a  large  body  of  fea~ 
c  men, 

6  But,  Sir,  I  rife  up  to  put  you  in  mind,  that 
c  you  ought  to  proportion  all  your  expences,  for  the 
4  current  fervice  of  the  year,  not  only  to  the  happy 
4  fituation  of  your  affairs  abroad,  but  to  the  unhappy 

■  fituation  of  your  affairs  at  home.     Whoever  confi- 

*  ders  this,  will  never  give  his  content  to  the  load- 
4  ing  the  prefent  generation,  or  their  pofterity,  with 
i  new  taxes,  and  much  lefs  to  the  laying  of  violent 

*  hands  on  the  finking  fund,  when. both  may  be  pre- 

*  vented,  by  our  infilling  upon  the  payment  of 
£  thofe  fums  to  which  we  are  juftly  intitled  from  fo~ 
4  reign  powers  ;  and  therefore,  Sir,  when  we  go 
4  into  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  order 

*  to  provide  for  the  15,000  feamen  now  to  be 
c  voted,  I  hope  you  will  take  under  your  confide- 
c  ration,  what  I  fhall  now  prefume  to  mention  to 
c  you. 

c  As  the  keeping  up  of  a  great  number  of  land 
4  forces  in  this  ifland  is  quite  unneceffary,  and  even 
c  inconfiflent  with  the  nature  of  our  happy  conftitu- 
c  tion,  and  the  freedom  of  our  government ;  there- 
4  fore  when  any  war  is  like  to  break  out,  in  which 
c  we  may  probably  have  a  concern,  we  are  always 
c  obliged  to  take  foreign  troops  into  our  pay  :  Whe- 
?  ther  we  have  always  been  in  the  right  when  we 
e  did  fo,  is  what  I  fhall  not  now  controvert  •,  but  I 
4  have  always  obfcrved,    that  no    foreign  Prince 

*  would  lend  us  any  of  his  troops,  without  our  en- 

■  gaging  not  only  to  pay  them,  but  to  grant  him  a 

*  fubfidy  perhaps  greater  than  the  pay  of  thofe  troops, 

*  upon  their  own  footing,  would  have  amounted 
c  to  ;  and  that  even  in  cafes  where  the  Prince  flood 

*  obliged,  perhaps  by  former  treaties,  to  aflift  us 
4  with  troops  at  his  own  expence  g  and  often,  in 
c  cafes  where  his  own  prefervation  was  more  im~ 
1  mediately  concerned  in  the  event  of  the  war  than 
f  ours. 

*  'Tis 
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4  'Tis  true,  Sir,  we  are  always  obliged,  upon  fuch 
occafions,  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Princes  of  the 
North,  who,  by  reaion  of  their  poverty,  plead  an 
inability  to  fend  us,  or  to  have  ready  to  be  fent, 
the  ftipulated  fuccours,  unlefs  we,  by  a  new  con- 
tract, agree  to  pay  them  a  fubfidy  •,  which  has 
fome  fhew  of  reaion,  or  at  lead  of  neceffity,  when 
they  raife  any  new  troops  for  our  fervice  ,  but  I 
never  could  comprehend  either  the  reaion  or  the 
necefhty  for  fuch  a  pretence,  when  they  make  no 
real  addition  to  the  land  army  they  before  kept 
up,  nor  put  themfelves  to  one  farthing  of  an  ad- 
ditional expence,  on  account  of  their  fubfidy  from 
us ;  which  I  know  has  fometimes  been  the  cafe  for 
years  together  \  during  all  which  time  we  have 
been  fo  generous  to  pay  their  fubfidy  regularly, 
for  enabling  them  to  defray  an  expence  they  never 
were  at :  At  leaft,  in  the  public  accounts  delivered 
to  this  houfe,  thofe  fubfidies  have  been  yearly  ftat- 
ed  as  fully  and  regularly  paid,  in  purfuance  of 
the  treaties  we  had  before  approved  of  5  though  in- 
deed, an  accident  happened  not  long  ago,  which 
gave  room  to  think,  that  all  thofe  fubfidies  had  not 
been  fully  and  regularly  paid  to  the  Princes  fo  in- 
titled  to  them. 

c  Now,  Sir,  if  we  narrowly  confider  our  drcum- 
ftances,  I  believe  we  will  find,  that  we  are  as 
poor,  and  in  as  great  difficulties,  as  the  pooreil 
Prince  in  the  North  ;  and  as  we  have  lately  fent  a 
very  powerful  fquadron  to  the  affiftance  of  a  very 
rich  Prince,  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  our  wife 
and  frugal  minifters  let  that  Prince  know,  before 
they  fent  out  the  fquadron,  that,  with  refpeel  to 
him,  we  are  a  northern  power,  and  as  needy  as 
any  power  he  could  apply  to ;  and  that  therelore 
they  have  obliged  him  to  pay  us  a  very  large  fub- 
fidy, for  the  powerful  fquadron  we  fent  to  his  ai- 
fiftance. 

'  I 
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c  I  am  very  fure  our  minifters  had  much  more 
c  rcafon  to  infift  upon  fuch  a  fubfidy,  than   the  mi- 

*  rrifters  of  any  northern   power  ever  had  to  infift 

*  upon  a  fubfidy  from  us  ;  for,  with  refpect  to  the 

*  breach  between  Portugal  and  Spain,  it  was,  in  my 
«  opinion,  at  leaft  as  great  a  queftion,  which  of  them 

*  were  acting  upon  the  ofFenfive,  as  it  was  with  re- 
«  fpect  to  the  late  breach  between  Spain  and  the  Em- 

*  peror  ;   therefore   we  were  not,   by  any   former 

*  treaty,  obliged  to  fend  him  any  afiiftance :    Then 

*  as  to  the  expence,  it  is  certain  we  have  put  our- 
c  felves  to  a  very  confiderable  additional  expence, 

*  on  account  of  the  affiftance  we  have  fent  to  him  j 

*  and  as  to  the  benefit  he  has  reaped  from  that  affift- 

*  ance,  it  appears  plain  to  me,  that  the  tranquillity 
1  he  has  enjoyed,  and  does  ftill  enjoy,  has  been,  and 

*  is  ftill  owing  to  nothing  but  the  powerful  fquadron 

*  we  have  fent  to  his  affiltance  ;  which,  I  am  pofi- 
4  tive,  is  much  more  than  can  be  faid  of  any  affift- 
f  ance  we  have  ever  got,  from  any  of  thofe  to  whom 

*  we  have  paid  fuch  large  and  fuch  generous  fubfi- 
v  dies:  To  this  I  muft  add,  that  it  cannot  be  faid 

*  that  the  prefervation  of  this  nation  was  immediate- 

*  ly  concerned  in. the  event  of  the  war  between  Por- 
*■  tugal and  Spain ;  which  has  generally  been  the  cafe, 
'  with  refpecl  to  thofe  northern  Princes  to  whom  we 
"  have  hitherto  diftributed  our  fubfidies. 

'  From  thefe  reafons  I  am  induced,  Sir,  to  think, 

*  that  our  minifters  have  certainly  ftipulated  a  large 

*  fubfidy  from  Portugal ;  and  I   have  taken  notice 

*  of  it  upon  this  occafion,  only  to  put  gentlemen  in 
4  mind  to  call  for  an  account  of  this  fubfidy,    at  a 

*  proper  opportunity ;  and  to  appropriate  it  to  the 

*  maintaining  the  15,000  feamen  now  to  be  voted  \ 

*  in  order  to  prevent  our  being  obliged  to  load  the 

*  prefent  or   the  future  generation  with  additional 

*  taxes,  or  to   lay   violent  hands  upon   that  fund, 

*  which  ought  always  to  be  held  facred  to  the  pay- 

*  ment  of  our  public  debts  \  by  which  only  we  can 

1  free 
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*  free  our  poor  labourers  and  manufacturers,  from 
1  thofe  taxes  which,  at  prefent,  render  the  necefla- 
1  ries  of  life  fo  much  dearer  in  this  country  than  they 
c  are  in  any  other.' 

As  neither  this  gentleman,  nor  any  other,  oppo- 
sed the  motion,  there  was  no  anlwer  made  to  this 
fpecch;  and  therefore  the  motion  was  agreed  to  with- 
out any  debate  or  divifion  :  After  which  the  follow- 
ing refolution  was  moved  and  agreed  to  of  courfe^ 
viz, 

*  Refohed% 
c  Thatafum,  not  exceeding  four  pounds  per  mar* 
'  per  month,  be  allowed  for   maintaining  the  faid 
4   15,000  men,  for  thirteen  months,  including  the 

*  ordnance  for  fea  fervice.' 


o 


N  Wednesday  the  28  th  of  January,  a  motion  Motion  tor 
was  made,  '  That  the  ordinary  eftimate  of  the  1^^ 
navy  for  the  year  1736,  prefented  to  the  houfe 
€  that  feffion  of  Parliament,  mould  be  referred  to 
c  the  confideration  of  a  felecl  committee ;  and  tha* 
\  they  mould  examine  the  matters  thereof,  and 
i  report  the  fame,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
c  the  houfe.' 

Upon  this  there  enfued  a  debate,  in  which  the  ar- 
guments for  the  motion  were  in  fobftance  as  fol- 
lows, viz, 

c  Sir,  among  the  many  ancient  cuftoms  and  me-  £$£*"** 

*  thods  of  proceeding  in   Parliament,  which  have 

*  been  dropt  by  the  complaifance  of  latter  times,  I 

*  do  not  think  there  is  one  more  worthy  or  neceilary 
c  to  be  reaflumed,  than  that  of  appointing  com- 
c  mittees  to  infpect  and  examine  the  accounts  and  e- 
<  ftimates  thar  are  laid  before  us,  for  fupporting  and 

*  enforcing  thofe  demands  which  are  made  by  the 
Vol.  XIII,  S  '  crown. 
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*  crown.  It  appears  from  the  ancient  journals  of 
4  this  houfe,  that  in  former  times,  when  a  demand 

*  of  money  was  made  upon  the  people,  for  anfwer- 
4  ing  the expence  of  any  meafure  that  was  found  ne- 
4  cefTary  to  be  taken  for  the  honour  and  intereft  of 
1  the  nation,'  an  eft  i  mate  of  the  ex  pence  was  laid  be- 
6  fore  this  houfe,  and  the  houfe  always  appointed  a 
1  committee  to  examine  that  eftimate,    in  order  to 

*  fee  whether  every  article  was  juftly  and  fairly  fta- 
4  ted,  and  necelTary  for  the  purpofe  intended  :  Our 
4  Parliaments  in  thofe  days  were  not  fo  complaifant 
4  as  to  take  any  fuch  eftimate  upon  the  credit  of  our 
4  minifters,  or  upon  the  credit  of  thofe  under  clerks 
4  who  were  employed  to  draw  it  up  •,  they  thought 
4  it  incumbent  upon- them  to  fee  with  their  own  eyes 
4  the  neceffity  of  every  article  of  the  expence  pro- 
4  pofed,  before  they  would  open  the  public  purfe 
4  with  which  they  were  intruded :  How  this  cuftom 
4  came  to  be  laid  afide,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  I  am 
4  lure  it  ought  to  be,  and  I  think  it  is  now  become 
4  neceflary  it  mould  be  reaffbmed  -,  for  which  rea- 
4  fon  I  hope  gentlemen  will  make  no  difficulty  in  a- 
4  greeing  to  the  motion  I  am  to  make. 

4  This  method  of  proceeding  is,  in  my  opinion, 

4  proper  upon  all  occafions,  but  at  prefent,  with  re- 

•*  fpecl  to  the  expence  of  our  navy,  it  is  become  ab- 

4  folutely  neceffary  for  us  to  look  narrowly  into  the 

4  eftimates  yearly  brought  before  us,  relating  to  that 

■4  article  of  the  public  expence ;  both  becaufe  the  year 

4  ly  expence  of  our  navy  now  vaftly  exceeds  what 

4  it  was  in  former   times ;     and  becaufe  I  obferve, 

4  that  there  is  almoft  every  year  fome  new  article 

4  brought  into  that  eftimate  which  was  never  before 

4  heard  of:  I  do  not  deny,   Sir,  but  that  it  may  be 

*  now  neceffary  for  us  to  keep  up  a  much  larger 
4  fleet,  and  to  keep  a  much  greater  number  of  lea- 

*  men  in  our  pay  than  we  formerly  ufed  to  do  •,  but 
fc  the  greater  our  expence  is,  the  larger  our  fums  are 

4  that 
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tint  mud  be  laid  out  in  that  way,  the  more  room 
there  is  for  defrauding  or  impofing  upon  the  pub- 
lic -,  unci  therefore,  inftead  of  being  left  watchiul, 
we  ought  to  be  at  more  than  ordinary  pains  to  pre- 
vent its  being  in  the  power  of  any  peribn  to  load 
the  public  with  any  uhneceflary  article  of  expence, 
or  to  charge  any  article  with  a  greater  fum  than 
what  is  absolutely  neceffary  :  Thefe  edi mates,  ic 
is  true,  are  laid  yearly  upon  our  table  for  perufal  ; 
but  I  believe  no  gentleman,  even  of  thole  who  are 
bell  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  our  navy,  will 
pretend  to  lay,  that  he  can,  from  a  bare  perufal  at 
our  table,  determine,  whether  the  articles  of  ex- 
pence  mentioned  in  fuch  edimaies  are  all  neceffary, 
or  that  no  one  of  them  has  been  overcharged  ? 
And  I  do  not  fee  how  any  gentleman  can  anfwef 
to  his  condiments,  the  loading  of  them  with  an  ex- 
pence,  a  great  part  of  which,  for  what  he  knows, 
may  be  altogether  unnecefTary. 
4  As  we  ought  to  take  particular  care  that  the  na- 
tion may  not  be  burdened  with  any  unnecefTary 
expence,  even  upon  account  of  the  navy,  fo  we 
ought,  Sir,  to  take  fpecial  care,  that  as  much' 
money  may  be  granted  yearly,  as  fhall  be  deemed 
neceffary  for  anfwering  our  yearly  expence ;  for  by 
fhort  eftimates,  and  grants  of  money  which  are  af- 
terwards found  to  be  deficient,  efpecially  with  re- 
fpecl  to  the  navy,  we  deceive  our  condiments ;  we 
do  injullice  to  the  particular  men  employed  in  the 
navy,  who  are  generally  obliged  to  fell  their 
claims  at  a  difecunt  •,  we  enhance  the  price  of  all 
materials  neceffary  for  the  Support  of  the  navy  j 
and  we  difcourage  our  feamen  from  entering  into 
the  fervice  of  their  country  :  This  we  have  the 
more  reafon  to  take  notice  of  at  prefent,  becaufe  of 
the  great'  debt  that  has  been  lately  contracted  on 
account  of  our  navy ;  a  mod  extraordinary  <l.cbtT 
confidering  the  fhort  time  in  which  it  has  been 
contracted.,  and  confidering  that  the  whole  was  con- 
S  2  *  tracked 
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tradted  in  a  time  of  profound  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity ;  and  the  method  which  we  were  laft  year  ob- 
liged to  take  for  paying  off  a  part  of  it,  ought  to 
make  us  extremely  cautious  of  being  again  led  into 
the  fame  error,  by  any  fliprt  eftimates  that  may 
be  laid  before  us;  for  we  may  remember,  that  du- 
ring the  time  we  were  running  ourfelves  inienfibly 
into  that  confiderable  debt,  there  were  eftimates 
yearly  laid  before  Parliament,  which,  as  was  pre- 
tended, contained  an  eftimate  of  the  whole  ex- 
pence  that  would  be  necefTary  for  the  fervice  of 
that  year.  The  nation  may,  it  is  true,  be  acci- 
dentally drawn  into  an  additional  expence  which 
could  not  be  forefeen  ;  but  that  additional  expence 
ought  always  to  be  laid  before  the  very  next  fef- 
fion  of  Parliament,  and  ought  certainly  to  be  pro- 
vided for  within  the  very  next  fucceeding  year; 
for  as  poor  tradefmen  and  feamen  cannot  lie  long 
cut  of  their  money,-  they  ought  not  to  be  redu- 
ced to  the  hard  neceflity  of  throwing  themfelves  in- 
to the  hands  of  ufurers  and  extortioners,  who,  upon 
all  occaiions  fqueeze  exorbitant  advantages  from 
the  neceflities  of  the  poor. 

4  Another  conflderation,  Sir,  which  ought  to  make 
us  look  the  more  narrowly  into  all  public  accounts, 
is,  the  great  load  of  debt  the  nation  groans  under 
at  prefent:  A  gentleman  of  an  opulent  and  free 
fortune,  may  perhaps,  pafs  flighty  over  his  ftew- 
ard's  accounts  •,  he  may  even  allow  his  fervants  to 
heap  up  expences  upon  him,  and  to  charge  him 
with  new  and  extraordinary  articles,  without  in- 
quiring whether  or  no  there  was  any  neceflity  for 
them  ;  but  a  gentleman  whofe  eftate  is  deeply 
mortgaged,  a  gentleman  who  cannot  even  fupporc 
the  yearly  expence  of  his  family,  without  laying 
hands  upon  that  part  of  his  eftate  which  (lands  ap- 
propriated for  paying  off  old  mortgages,  ought  to 
enquire  ftrictly  into  the  management  of  his  ftew- 
ards  and  fervants,  and  ought  never  to  pafs  any  ac- 

6  count 
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count,  or  admit  of  any  article  of  cxpence,  before 
he  is  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  juftneis  of  the 
one,  and  the  neceffity  of  the  other.  This,  Sir,  is 
our  melancholy  cafe  2t  prefent -,  we  cannot  pro- 
vide even  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year,  without 
laying  hands  upon  that  revenue  which  was  long 
fince  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  old  debts; 
and  therefore  we  ought  to  pafs  no  account,  nor  ap- 
prove of  any  eftimate,  till  we  have,  in  the  flricteft 
manner,  examined,  and  are  thoroughly  convinced 
of  the  juftice  or  necemty  of  every  article  •,  and 
this  can  be  done  only  by  referring-  them  to  feledfc 
committees. 

c  Whether  any  unneceflary  articles  of  expence  have 
been  lately  brought  upon  the  nation,  is  what  I  ftiall 
not  at  prefent  pretend  to  determine  •,  but  that  Seve- 
ral new  and  extraordinary  articles  have  been  of  late 
years  brought  into  almoft  every  eftimate  ufually 
laid  before  us,  is  what  mud  be  known  to  mod 
gentlemen  in  this  houfe  •,  and  no  one  of  them  has 
ever  yet  been  inquired  into,  in  that  manner  which 
is  proper  and  neceflary  upon  fuch  occafions :  It  is 
likewife  well  known,  that  we  have  had  of  late 
years  feveral  new  offices  erected,  new  poils  efta- 
blifhed,  and  new  falaries  granted  ;  all  of  which 
are  a  charge  upon  the  public  revenue  ;  and  what- 
ever may  be  the  cafe  as  to  thefe  new  offices,  polls, 
or  falaries,  I  believe,  upon  a  proper  inquiry,  it 
would  be  found  that  we  have  many  old  offices  or 
officers  that  might  be  fpared,  and  many  falaries  and 
perquifites  which  might  be  altogether  fupprefled, 
or  very  much  diminifhed  :  If  the  nation  were  en- 
gaged in  war,  or  if  we  were  in  any  danger  of  be- 
ing engaged  in  war,  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be  pro- 
per to  enter  upon  fuch  inquiries  •,  but  by  the  great 
promotion  that  has  been  lately  made  of  general  of- 
ficers, I  am  convinced  the  peace  of  Europe  is  now 
fully  re-eftablifhed ;  for  I  am  pcrfuaded,  his  Ma 

S  3  '  jetty 
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f  jefty  would  not  have  made  fo  many  brave  gentle- 
'  men  ufelefs,  as  colonels,  by  promoting- them  to  be 
6  generals,  if  there    had    been  the  leaft    ground  to 

*  iufpect  that  we  fhould'  foon  be  engaged  in  a  war  : 
6  It  is  true,  few  of  thofe  gentlemen  lately  promoted 

*  will,  I  believe,  be  brought  upon  the  eitablifhmenc 
c  as  generals,  and  therefore  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that 
'  promotion  will  not  increafe  the  public  expence  ; 
s  but  it  is,  as  I  have  faid,  a  convincing  argument 
4  that  we  are  at  prefent  in  a  flate  of  perfect  fecurity, 
c  as  well  as  tranquillity  ;  and  therefore  it  is  the  mod 
4  proper  time  for  us  to  begin  to  inquire  into  all  our 
4  public  accounts,  in  order  to  reduce   the  public  ex- 

*  pence  as  low  as  poflible  :  and  as  our  navy  ought 
c  always  to  be  the  firfl  and  principal  concern  of  the 

*  Parliaments- of  Great-Britam.  I  fhall  beg  leave,  Sir, 

*  to  move  that,  (S-c*  (as  before  mentioned.) 

To  this  it  was  anfvvered  in  fubfeance  thus,  viz. 


<  Sir,  I  (hall  not  now  take  up  your  time  with  a 

f  difpute  about  the  ancient  ulage  or  method  of  pro- 

*  ceeding  in  Parliament,  but  if  there  ever  was  any 
1  fuch  method  of  proceeding  as  that  mentioned  by 
1  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  made  you  this 
-  motion,  it  is  certain,  that  rto  fuch  method  has 
s  been  followed  for  many  years  \  and  as  no  cuftom 

*  or  ufige  once  eitabiiihed,  is  ever  laid  afide,  with- 
6  out  feme  good  reafons  for  fo  doing,  if  there  ever 
c  was  any  fuch  method  eilablifhed,  we  are  to  pre- 
■  fume  that  it  was  found  to  be  inconvenient  or  un- 
\  neeeiiary,  otherwife  it  had  never  been  difcontinu- 
4  ed  for  fo  many  years.  This,  Sir,  .of  itfelf,  is  a 
fi  fufficient  reafon  for  our  not  reaffirming  that  cuflom, 

*  unlets  it  could  be  flievvn  that  the  public  has  fuffered 

*  by  its  being  laid  afide  ;  but  there  is  this  farther 
6  reafon,  that  our  reviving  fuch  an  old  cuftom  upon 
c  the  prefent  occafion,  or  coming  into  any  method 
{  that  may  feem  extraordinary,  would  give  the  alarm 

'  to 


A.  1736.       DEBATES.  263 

*  to  the  whole  nation,  and  would  make  people 
4  iufpecT:  that  ibme  very  great  frauds  have  been  late- 
1  ly  committed  in  the  management  of  the  public 
1  treafure  ;  and  I  cannot  think  it  proper,  or  con- 
'  fiftent  with  that  duty  and  relpedl  we  owe  to  his 
'  Majelty,  to  give  the  people  any  fuch  alarm,  when 
c  there  is  not,  I  believe,  the  lealt  foundation  for  any 
'  fuch  fufpicion. 

c  Perhaps  there  may  have  been  fome  new  articles 

*  lately  brought  into  fome  of  our  eftimates,  but  I  do 
'  not  remember  any  that  are  very  confiderable  •,  and, 
1  ib  far  as  I  remember,  there  never  was  one  new  ar- 
1  tide  brought  in,  but  what  appeared  at  firft  view, 
1  and  without  any  particular  inquiry,  to  be  abfolute- 

*  ]y  necelTary  for  the  public  fervice.  The  honoura- 
4  ble  gentleman  feems  to  think  it  impofhble  to  deter- 
6  mine,  from  a  bare  perufal  of  the  eftimates  at  our 
c  table,  that  the  articles  of  expence    mentioned   in 

*  them  are  all  necelTary,  and  that  no  one  article  has 
1  been  over-charged  ;  but  I  cannot  be  of  his  opinion ; 
'  for  I  never  could  obferve  any  myftery  either  in  the 
'  eftimate  of  the  navy,  or  in  any  of  the  other  efti- 
c  mates  laid  before  Parliament :  The  articles  are  all 
4  well  known,  and  the  charge  upon  each  is  likewife 
'  known,  becauie  it  never  exceeds  what  it  was  in  the 
'  preceding  year,  without  fome  public  and  manifeft 
c  reafon  for  the  additional  charge  upon  that  article  •, 

*  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  any  gentleman  may  fuf- 
6  iiciently  fatisfy  himfelf  about  every  article  by  a  bare 
c  perufal  at  the  table  •,  but  if,  upon  fuch  perufal 
'  any  doubt  fhould  arife,  or  if  he  mould  want  a  little 
'  farther  information,  there  are  always  in  the  com- 
6  mittee  of  fupply  a  great  many  gentlemen  who 
6  are  able  and  willing  to  explain  all  his  doubts,  and 
'  to  give  him  as  much  information  as  he  can  with 
'  any  reafon  defire  ;  fo  that  there  never  can  be  a  ne- 
'  ceMity  for  our  referring  any  eftimate  to  a  felecl: 
c  committee, 

S  4  «  The 
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6  The  eftimates  yearly  laid  before  Parliament,  have 
always  contained  the  whole  charge  neceffary  for  the 
fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  fo  far  as  could  be 
forefecn  and  determined,  when  thofe  eftimates  were 
drawn  up  -,  but  as  it  is  irnpoflfible  to  forefee  all  the 
accidents  that  may  happen  in  the  courfe  of  a  year, 
therefore  the  government  may  fometimes  be  necef- 
farily  obliged  to  increafe  the  public  charge,  beyond 
what  was  contained  in  the  eftimate  laid  before  the  pre- 
ceding felfion  of  Parliament:  This  is  an  inconvenience 
proceeding  from  the  weaknefs  of  human  forefight, 
and  this  inconvenience  cannot,  I  am  lure,  be  re- 
moved by  referring  any  eftimate  to  a  felect  com- 
mittee of  Parliament  •,  for  it  is  impofTible  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  any  committee  can  forefee  every  thing 
that  may  happen  in  the  courfe  of  a  year  *,  nay, 
it  is  not  to  be  prefumed,  that  they  can  forefee 
things  as  fully  and  clearly  as  thofe  who  are  imme- 
diately concerned  in  the  adminiftration,  under 
whofe  direction  the  eftimates  are  generally  drawn 
up  ;  •  and  if,  by  future  accidents,  it  fhould  be  found 
necerTary  to  increafe  the  public  charge  beyond  what 
was  at  firft  propofed,  an  account  of  the  additio- 
nal charge  certainly  ought  to^be,  and  I  believe,  has 
always  hitherto  been  laid  before  Parliament,  as  foon 
as  any  fuch  account  could  be  regularly  made  up. 
This  was  the  cafe  with  refpect  to  the  navydebt 
lately  contracted,  fo  that  its  remaining  fo  long  un- 
fatisfied,  could  not  be  owing  to  the  eftimates  or 
accounts  not  being  referred  to  a  felect  committee, 
but  to  the  inability  the  nation  was  under  of  provi- 
ding for  it  out  of  the  grants  of  any  fucceeding  year. 
«  I  (hall  grant,  Sir,  that  the  load  of  debts  this 
nation  labours  under  at  prefent,  is  very  great,  but 
we  ought  to  bear  it  with  the  more  chearfulnefs, 
when  we  confider,  that  the  whole  was  contracted 
in  defence  of  our  religion,  in  defence  of  the  liber- 
ties of  this  nation,  and  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of 
Europe  $  and  furely  no  man  will  grudge  contribu- 

*  ting 
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c  ting  a  fmall  part  of  his  yearly  revenue  towards  pay- 

*  ing  the  principal  and  intereft,  when  he  confider.% 
■  that  if  it  had  not  been  tor  that  debt,  he  would  have 
?  had  no  certain  property,  nor  any  certain  revenue 
c  now  coming  in.  But  this  debt,  great  as  it  is,  was 
1  all  contracted  in  purfuance  of  eft i mates  yearly  deli- 
«  vered  into  Parliament,  no  one  of  which  was  ever 
5  referred  to  a  (cleft  committee  •,  and  yet  it  cannot 
f  be  alledged,  that  the  fmalleft  part  of  this  debt  was 
4  unneceffarily  contracted,    or  that  the  public  was 

*  in  the  jeaft  defrauded  by  any  of  thofe  efti mates.  I 
c  (hall  likewife  grant,  that  we  ought  to  look  na'r- 
c  rowly  into  all  accounts  and  eftimates  that  are  laid 
f  before  us,  but  when  thofe  accounts  and  eftimates 
'  are  plain  and  eafy,  this  may  be  done  without  fend- 
'  ing  any  of  them  to  a  felec~r.  committee  •,  and  let  a 
'  private  gentleman's  eftate  be  never  fo  much  mort- 

*  gaged,  I  fhould  have  no  opinion  of  his  ability  or 
f  prudence,   if  he  called  all  his  friends  to  his  alfift- 

*  ance,  and  fat  half  a  year  poring  over  an  account, 
'  which  a  fchool-boy  might  fully  examine  and  tho- 
1  roughly  underftand  in  half  an  hour. 

'  As  for  new  offices,  officers,  or  falaries,  I  have 
?  not  heard  of  any  lately  erected,  and  if  any  of  them 
c  fhould  ever  appear  in  the  eftimates  delivered  into 
f  this  houfe,  it  will  then  be  time  enough  to  inquire 

*  particularly  into  them  ;  but  as  for  the  late  promo- 
J  tion  of  general  officers,  I  hope  no  gentleman  will 
1  find  the  leaft  fault  with  it  •,  both  becaufe  there  was 
c  no  additional  expence  thereby  brought  upon  the 
?  nation  •,  and  becaufe  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
c  give  our  officers  that  rank,  which  their  brave  and 

*  long  fervices  have  intitled  them  to,  in  order  that 

*  they  may  be  upon  an  equal  footing  with  their  co- 

*  temporaries,  in  the  fervice  of  thofe  foreign  powers 

*  with  whom  we  are  in  alliance  -,  otherwiie,  in  cafe 
'  we  fhould  find  it  necefTary,  to  join  our  forces  with 

*  any  foreign  power,  an  officer  in  the  Britijh  fer- 
c  vice,  by  not  being  promoted  foon  enough  to  the 

c  rank 
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s  rank  he  deferved,  might  find  himfelf  under  a  ne- 

4  cefiity  of  fubmitting  to  be  commanded  by  a  foreign 

*  officer  of  not  near  fo  long  (landing  in  the  army  ; 

*  for  every  one  knows,  that  in  detachments  from 

*  confederate  armies,  the  officers  generally  roll,  firft 

*  according  to  their  refpcctive  ranks  in  the  army,  and 
'  next  according  to  the   dates  of  their  refpective 

5  commiffions. 

4  To  conclude,  Sir,  if  there  were  any  very  new 

*  and  extraordinary  articles  or  charges  in  the  efti- 
'  mate  of  the  navy  now  under  confederation,   if  gen- 

*  tiemen  could  (hew  any  myfterious  or  doubtful  ar- 
c  tides  in  it,  which  could  not  be  immediately  ex- 
'  plained  and  fet  in  a  clear  light,  or  could  ftart  any 
1  objections  which  could  not  be  immediately  anfwer- 

*  ed,  there  might  be  fome  reafon  for  agreeing  to  the 
£  motion  now  made  to  us ;  but  as  there  is  no  ar- 
8  tide,  nor  any  charge  in  it,  but  what  is  ufual  ;.  as 
f  no  gentleman  has  pretended  to  fhew,  that  there  is 
'  any  thing  doubtful  or  myfterious  in  either  of  the 

*  articles,  or  to  raife  fo  much  as  one  objection 
'  againft  any  of  them  -y  I  therefore  cannot  think  there 

*  is  any  occafion  for  our  coming  into  fuch  an  ex- 

*  traordinary  method,  as  that  of  referring  it  to  a  felect 

*  committee  ;  and  for  this  reafon  I  muft  give  my 
6  negative  to  the  motion,' 

The  reply  was  to  this  effect,  viz.- 

Svepty,  <  The  honourable   gentlemen  are  much  in   the 

c  right,-  Sir,  not  to  give  themfelves  or  the  houfe  the 
c  trouble  of  difputing,  whether  or  no  there  was 
c  ever  fuch  a  cu'ftom  as  that  mentioned  by  the  ho- 
6  nourable  gentleman  who  made  you  the  motion,  for 
i  fuch  a  queition  could  not  bear  a  difpute,  becaufe  it 
c  would  be  immediately  determined  by  referring  to 
-  the  journals  of  the  houfe  ;  it  mud  therefore  (land 
c  admitted,  that  there  was  once  fuch  an  ufage  or 
c  method  of  proceeding  eflablifhed  j   but  how  it 

'    rame 
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c  came  to  be  laid  afide,  is  a  queftion  of  a  very  diffe- 
4  rent  nature.  I  fhall  agree,  that  a  cuftom  once  e- 
«  ftabiifhed,  is  never  laid  afide  without  fome  reafon  -, 
4  but  that  reafon  is  often  very  far  from  being  a  good 
1  reafon  :  In  the  prefent  cafe,  it  is  to  be  prefumed, 
c  that  this  cuftom  of  referring  public  accounts  and 
c  eft i mates  to  felecl  committees,  was  found  to  be  u 
4  cuftom  very  troublefome  and  inconvenient  for  mi* 
4  nifters  ;  and  this  was,  I  am  convinced,  the  true  and 
4  the  only  reafon  for  its  being  laid  afide  ;  but  this  was 
*  fo  far  from  being  a  good  reafon  for  laying  it  afide, 
4  that  it  ought  to  have  been  a  mod  prevailing  reafon 
4  for  continuing  it  to  this  day,  and  will  always  be  a 
4  ftrong  reafon  for  re-afTuming  that  ancient  and  lau- 
4  dable  cuftom. 

4  We  are  told,  Sir,  that  the  reviving  this  ancient 
4  cuftom  will  alarm  the  nation,  and  make  people 
4  fufpect,  that  fome  very  great  frauds  have  been  late- 
4  ly  committed  in  the  management  of  the  public 
4  treafure  :  But  I  am  of  opinion, that  the  nation  will  be 
4  much  more  alarmed,  at  leaft,  I  am  fure  they  will 
4  have  much  greater  reafon  to  be  alarmed,  if  they 
4  fee  their  reprefentatives  in  Parliament  every  year 
4  receiving  efti mates  for  mod  prodigious  fums  of 
4  money,  and  granting  all  the  fums  defired  by  fuch 
4  eftimates,  without  ever  making  the  leaft  inquiry 
4  into  any  one  of  them  ;  for  in  private  life  it  is  molt 
4  natural  to  iuppofe  that  a  man  will  be  cheated  and 
4  defrauded  by  hisftewardsand  fervants,  if  he  mould 
4  always  pals  fuch  accounts  as  they  are  pleafed  to 
4  bring  in,  without  ever  examining  into  any  one; 
4  and  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the  fervants  of  the 
4  public  are  honefter,  or  lefs  inclined  to  pilfer,  than 
4  the  fervants  of  private  men  :  On  the  contrary,  I 
4  am  apt  to  believe,  that  the  fervants  of  the  pub- 
4  iic  are,  in  all  countries,  pretty  much  in  that  way 
4  of  thinking,  which  they  fay  iseftablifhed  in  China, 
4  where  it  is  reckoned  neither  a  fin  nor  a  fhamc  for 
I  any  man  to  cheat   his  neighbour,  if  that  neigh- 

4  bour 
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1  bour  be  fa  weak  a  man,   as  to  allow  himfelf  to  be 

*  cheated. 

4  The  duty  and  refpeel:  we  owe  to  his  Majefty 
J  ought  never,  Sir,  to  be  brought  into  any  debate  in 

*  this  houfe  ;  but  it  was  never  more  improperly 
4  brought  in,  than  it  is  now  by  the  gentlemen  upon 

*  the  other  fide  of  the  queflion  in  this  debate ;  »for  as 

*  this  houfe  is  the  grand  inqueft  of  the  nation,    we 

*  ought  to  inquire  for  the  King,  as  well  as  for  the  peo- 

*  pie  :  We  are  in  fome  manner  his  Majefty's  truf- 
fc  tees,  and  ought  to  take  care,  that  neither  he,  nor 

*  his  people  be  cheated  by  the  fervants  or  officers  he 

*  employs  ;   and  therefore  it  is  inconfiftent  with  that 

*  duty  and  refpeel  we  owe  to  his  Majefty,   to  pafs 

*  any  accounts,  or  agree  to  any  eftimates  prefented  to 
6  us  by  his  officers  or  fervants,  till  we  have  ftrictly 
4  examined,  and  are  fully  fatisfied  of  the  juftice  and 
i  truth  of  every  article. 

*  The  new  articles  lately  introduced  into  fome  of 
'  our  eftimates,  may  not,  perhaps,  of  themfelves  be 
1  very  confiderable,   but  the  charge  upon  thofe  arti- 

*  cles,  and  the  great  additional  charge  upon  all  the 

*  old  articles,  amount  yearly  to  a  very  confiderable 

*  fum  *,  and  I  confefs,  I  never  was  fo  clear-fighted  as 

*  to  fee  at  firft  view,  and  without  any  particular  in- 

*  quiry,  that  all  thefe  new  charges  and  additional 

*  charges,  were  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  public 
'  fervice  :  The  gentlemen  fay,  that  the  feveral  arti- 
c  cles  in  our  eftimates,  are  all  well  known,  and  that 

*  the  charge  upon  each  is  likewife  known,  becaufe 
c  it  never  exceeds  what  it  was  in  the  preceding  year, 
4  without  fome  public  and  manifeft  reafon  :     This, 

*  Sir,  might  be  fome  fatisfaction,   if  any  ftricl:  in- 

*  quiry  had  lately  been  made  into  any  of  our  efti- 

*  mates  ;  but  as  no  inquiry  has  been  made  for  many 
'  years,  we  do  not  know  but  frauds  may  have  been 
€  introduced  feveral  years  fince,  and  continued  from 

*  year  to  year  to  this  very  day  •,  therefore  it  can  be 

4  no 
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nofatisfa6lion  to  men,  or  indeed  to  any  man s  who 
has  never  examined  any  of  thofe  articles,  to  find 
that  they  do  not  exceed  the  charge  upon  the  fame 
articles  for  feveral  years  pall.  But  farther,  Sir,  I 
will  take  upon  me  to  affirm,  that  moft  of  the  arti- 
cles in  all  our  eftimates,  efpecially  that  of  the  na 
vy;  are  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  it  is  impoffible  to 
fay  whether  they  are  overcharged  or  not,  without 
examining  into  them  every  year  :  This  every  man 
muft  be  convinced  of,  who  will  but  look  into  the 
feveral  articles  of  the  eftimate  of  the  navy  now 
upon  our  table  :  Can  any  gentleman  pretend  to  de- 
termine how  much  will  be  neceflary  for  maintain- 
ing fuperannuated  fea  officers,  or  for  paying  pen  - 
fions  and  other  allowances,  without  inquiring  year- 
ly into  the  number  and  quality  of  fuch  officers  or 
penfions  ?  Can  any  gentleman  pretend  to  deter- 
mine, how  much  will  be  neceflary  for  half-pay  to 
fea  officers,  without  inquiring  every  year  into  the 
number  and  rank  of  fuch  officers  ?  *  It  is  impofli- 
ble ;  becaufe,  by  the  very  nature  of  the  fervice, 
it  muft  vary  every  year ;  and  moft  of  the  other 
articles,  of  the  ordinary  eftimate  of  the  navy,  will 
be  found  to  be  of  the  fame  nature ;  therefore  I  am 
furprifed  to  hear  it  faid,  that  the  charge  upon  any 
of  thefe  articles  can  be  well  known  to  any  member 
of  this  houfe,  or  that  its  not  exceeding  the  charge 
upon  the  fame  article  in  former  years,  can  be  an 
argument  for  the  juftnefs  of  the  charge  in  any  time 
to  come. 

c  I  have,  Sir,  many  doubts,  in  which  I  think  I 
ought  to  be  fatisfied  ;  I  have  many  qucftions  to 
ask,  which  I  think  neceflary  for  my  information, 
in  relation  to  every  article  of  this  eftimate ;  but  I 
know  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  expect  the  proper 
fatisfaction  or  information,  from  any  gentleman  in 
this  houfe,  were  he  never  fo  well  acquainted  with 

*  See  Page  228, 
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*  the  affairs  of  the  navy,  were  he  never  fo  well  pre- 
-*  pared  for  fatisfying  my  doubts  and  aniwering  my 

4  queitions  •,  bccaufe  every  article  of  the  eftimate  re- 

*  fers  to  a  long  particular  account  •,  every  article  of 
1  which  ought,    in  my  opinion,    to  be  examined, 

*  before  I,  or  any  other  gentleman,  can  have  that 
4  fatisfa&ion,     which  we  ought  to  have  as  truftees, 

*  both  for  the  King  and  the  People.  I  could  like- 
4  wife  mention  feveral  things,   which  appear  to  me 

in  a  very  extraordinary  light ;   but  it  is  impolTible 

for  gentlemen  to  difcover  the  fraud  of  any  article 

in  an  eftimate,  or  to  ftate  their  objections  in  any 

proper  and  regular  method,     without  examining 

c  perfons,  papers,  and  records  ;     which   cannot   be 

4  done  any  other  way,  but  by  referring  the  eftimate 

1  to  a  feted;  committee,  with  proper  powers  for  that 

■  purpofe.     If  this  be  done,  I  fhall  think  it  worth 

4  my  while  to  propofe  my  doubts  and  my  object  i- 

fc  orrs,  and  to  ask  fuch  queftions,  as  I  may  think  ne- 

w  ceilary  for  my  information  •,    and   I  fhall  be   ex- 

4  tremely  glad  to  find,  that  the  fufpicions,  I  may  at 

*  preicnt  entertain  are  without  any  foundation.  This, 

*  I  fay,  would  be  a  great  fatisfaclion  to  me  ;  and  I 
4  am  hire  it  would  be  fo  far  from  giving  an  alarm, 
4  that  it  would  give  great  fatisfaclion  to  the  whole 

*  nation. 
4  What  was  contained  in  the  eftimates,  which  have 

8  of  late  been  yearly  laid  before  us,  or  whether  they 
fi  contained  an  account  of  ail  the  annual  charge  that 
4  could  be  forefeen,  I  cannot  pretend  to  determine ; 
4  for  there  is  fo  little  fitisfaction  to  be  got  from  pe- 
4  rufing  accounts  at  our  table,  that  I  never  give  my- 
4  felf  the  trouble  ;  but  this,  I  can  fay,  that  if  they 

*  contained  an  account  of  all  the  charge  that  was 
4  then  neceffary,  it  is  fomething  very  extraordinary, 
€  that  our  forefight  was  fo  fhort,  as  to  run  above 
4  100,000/.  in  debt  yearly,  upon  the  article  of  the 
c  navy  only  :  This  I  cannot  well  believe  *,  and  there- 
4  fore  I  am  afraid,    that  thefe   eftimates  were   made 

•  deficient 
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*  deficient  on  purpofe  to  conceal,  for  fome  time,  from 
c  the  nation,  the  expence  which  our  meafurcs  had 
8  made  neceifary  •,  becaufc,  as  our  navy  is  a  favour- 
4  able  article,  .  it  was  expected  that  the  Parliament 
c  would  readily  agree,  without  any  inquiry,  to  make 

*  that  deficiency  good,  whenever  it  fiiould  be  thought 
necefTary  to  make  any  application  for  that  purpofe. 
I  am  likewifc  at  a  iofs  to  determine,  whether  there 
was  every  year  laid  before  Parliament,  an  account 
of  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  former  year, 

*  with  refpect  to  our  navy  ;  but  if  fuch  an  account 
was  regularly  laid  every  year  before  Parliament,  it 
is  with  me  a  very  ftrong  argument,    for  referring 

8  every  account  and  every  eflimate  to  felecl  commit- 
'  tees  •,   for  the  difadvantages  attending  our  running 

*  into  a  long  arrear,    are  ib  many,  and  fo  evident, 

*  that  I  am  lure  this  houfe  would  not  have  allowed 
c  that  arrear  to  remain  fo  long  uniatisfied,  or  to  nil 
'"  up  fo  high,  if  proper  notice  had  been  taken  of  the 
£  accounts  of  that  arrear,  which,  'tis  faid,  were  yearly 
s  laid  upon  our  table :  This  (hews,  that  molt  of  the 
4  gentlemen  of  this  houfe  are  in  the  fame  cafe  With 
4  me*,  they  expect:  no  manner  of  iatisfaction  from  a 
c  perufal  of  any  account  at  our  table,  and  therefore 
c  they  never  give  themfelves  the  trouble  to  look  over 
4  any  of  them,  which  fhews  the  necefTity  of  refering 
c  all  fuch  accounts  to  be  examined  and  confidered  by 
4  felecl:  committees. 

1  I  fhall  not  now  inquire  into  the  reafons  for  con- 
6  trading  that  large  debt,  under  which  the  nation 
*•  groans  at  prefent  ;  but  I  am  convinced,  that  if  the 
r\  ancient  method  of  inquiring  into  all  accounts  and 

*  eftimates,  by  felecl  committees,  had  been  conflant- 
1  ly  obferved,  that  debt  would  never  have  arifen  to 
4  fo  large  a  fum,  nor  would  we  have  found  fo  fmall 

*  a  part  of  it  paid  off,    in  a  tract  of  above  twenty 

*  years   profound  peace  and  tranquillity  -,    and  the 

*  great  hafte  we  made  in  contracting  it,  and  the 
6  flow  fteps  we  have  hitherto  made  in  paying  it  off, 

*  is 


2*jz  Parliamentary     A.  1736* 

6  is,  I  think,  another  very  (Irong  argument  for  our1 
'  beginning,  now  ar  laft,  to  look  a  little  more  nar- 
c  rowly  into  our  affairs,  which  can  be  done  only  by 
c  reviving  that  ancient  method  of  proceeding  the 

*  honourable  gentleman  has  now  moved  for,  with 

*  refpect  to  the  eftimate  of  the  navy  for  this  enfuing 
'  year. 

fi  What  the  honourable  gentlemen  may  underftand 
c  by  myftcries  in  accounts,  I  do  not  know ;  but  to 
c  me  every  article  in  the  eftimate  now  before  us, 
c  feems  to  be  a  myftery,  and  mud  be  a  real  myftery 
4  to  every  gentleman,  who  has  never  feen  the  particular 
c  account  to  which  each  article  refers.  Can  any  gen- 
s  deman  pretend  to  underftand  the  very  firft  article ; 
6  which  is  an  article  of  upwards  of  28,000/.  per  ann* 

*  without  having  ever  looked  into  the  particular  ac- 

*  count  of  what  is  paid  for  falaries  and  other  charges, 
c  to  the  Lords  commiffioners  of  the  admiralty,  the 

*  commiffioners  oi  the  navy,  the  fecretaries,  officers, 

*  clerks,  inftruments  and  contingencies  relating  there- 

*  to?  Or  can  any  gentleman  pretend  to  fay,  that  this 

*  whole  fum  is  abfolutely  necelTary,  without  having 

*  examined  into  the  bufmefs  of  that  office,  in  order 

*  to  fee  whether  fuch  commiffioners,  fecretaries,  of- 

*  fleers,  and  clerks,  are  all  neceffary  for  fupporting 
c  the  bufmefs  of  that  office,  and  that  fuch  falaries  are 

*  neceffary  for  fupporting  fuch  officers  ?  Let  us  look 
f  into  every  other  article  of  the  eftimate,  and  we 
4  fhall  find  the  fame  myftery  and  the  fame  doubt  in 
'  every   one  of  them.     Therefore,  inftead  of  ouf 

*  not  being  able  to  fhew  any  article  that  is  myfteri- 
1  ous  and  doubtful,  I  muft  defire  the  gentlemen  of 

*  the   other   fide  of  the  queftion,  to  fhew  me  any 

*  one  article  that  is  not  myfterious  awd   doubtful  j 

*  efpeciallyconfidering  that  no  inquiry  has  been  made 
c  into  either  of  the  articles,  I  believe  I  may  lay, 
'  within  the  memory  of  any  gentleman  now  in  this 
1  houfe, 

*  See? age  z?.%  "*"' ' 

i  I 
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i  I  hope,  Sir,  a  negative  will  not  be  put  upon 
this  queftion  ;  for  it"  there  fhould,  I  ill  a  1 1  be  forry 
it  was  ever  pi  opofed.  The  putting  a  negative  up- 
on fuch  a  queftion,  will  certainly  give  a  real  and 
reafonable  alarm  to  the  people  of  this  nation;  they 
will,  of  courfe,  imagine,  that  there  mud  be  er- 
rors, and  even  frauds,  in  the  efti mates  and  accounts 
delivered  into  Parliament,  when  the  very  gentle- 
men who  deliver  them,  or  at  lead:  thole  who  are 
principally  concerned  in  the  making  them  up, 
take  care  to  prevent  any  inquiry  or  examination 
into  the  truth  and  juftice  of  thofe  eftimates  and 
accounts  they  deliver :  Therefore,  if  gentlemen 
are  refolved  to  difagree  with  the  motion,  I  hope, 
for  their  own  fakes,  and  for  the  honour  of  Parlia- 
ment, they  will  take  the  method  much  practifed 
of  late,  and  put  the  previous  queftion,  inftead  of 
putting  a  negative,  upon  the  queftion  now  before 


The  queftion  being  at  laft  put  upon  the  motion,  kWfoa- 
it  was,  upon  a  divifion,  carried  in  the  negative,  by 

The  chief  fpeakers  for  the  motion,  were,  William  Speakers* 
Pulteney,  Efq-,  Walter  Plummer,  Efq;  Samuel  San- 
dys, Efq-,  Sir  John  Barnard,  and  Philip  Gybbcn, 
Efq;  and  the  chief  fpeakers  againft  it,  were,  Sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole,  Horatio  Walpole,  Efq-,  Thomas  Win- 
ninglon,  Efq-,  Sir  William  Tonge,  and  Sir  Charles 
Wager. 

Immediately  after  this  debate  was  over,  the  houfe  R:-(*olut;°n^ 

•  v  J     \       r  1      j  •  rir  «  •      Wlth  relPc'" 

(according  to  order)  reiolved  ltlelr  into  a  commit-  tottoanny, 
tee  cf  the  whole  houfe,  to  confider  farther  of  the  iup- 
ply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  and  came  to  the  follow- 
ing relblutions,  without  any  debate  or  divifion  ;  only 
William  Sbifpen,  Efq-,  made  a  fhort  fpeech  againft 
keeping  up  fuch  a  numerous  {landing  army  in  time 
of  peace. 

Vol.  XIII.  T  The 
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The  refolutions  were  as  follow,  viz. 

1.  That  the  number  of  effective  men,  to  be  pro- 
vided for  guards  and  garrifons  in  Great  Britain,  and 
for  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  for  the  year  1736,  mould 
be  (including  1815  invalids,  and  555  men,  which 
the  fix  independent  companies  confiit  of,  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Highlands)  17,704  men,  commifiion  and 
non-com  million  officers  included. 

2.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  649,2  70/.  2  s.  mould 
be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  defraying  the-  charge 
of  the  faid  17,704  men  tor  guards  and  garrifons,  and 
other  his  Majefty's  land  forces  in  Great  Britain,  Guern- 
fey and  Jerfey,  for  the  year  1736. 

3.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  2 1 6,228-/.  10 s.  and 
11  d.  mould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  maintain- 
ing his  Majefty's  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  planta- 
tions,  Minorca  and  Gibraltar,  for  the  year  1736. 

4.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  7144/.  is.  11  d. 
farthing,  fhould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  de- 
fraying feveral  extraordinary  expences  and  fervices, 
incurred  anno  1735,  and  not  provided  for  by  Par- 
liament. 

Motion  for       Thefe  refolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  houfe  the 

a  redudion.  nex|.  fay  .     an(^    ag  fQOn    ag    ^y  W£re    agreed  t0?    a 

motion  was  made,  '  That  an  humble  addrefs  mould 
6  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  acquaint  him  with 
4  the  readinefs,  wherewith  his  faithful  Commons  had 
'  agreed  to  the  continuance  of  the  extraordinary  ex- 
4  pence,  which  he  had  thought  neceflary  in  the  pre- 
6  fent  juncture ;  in  which  refolution  they  had  con- 
c  curred  with  the  greater  chearfulnefs  and  willingnefs, 
«■  as  a  fuitable  and  grateful  return  to  his  royal  good- 
4  nefs,  in  ordering  fo  coniiderable  a  reduction  of  his 
c  forces,  both  by  fea  and  land,  as  foon  as  the  pre- 
c  {tnt  pofture  of  affairs  would  permit ;  and  in  full 
c  confidence  that  it  was  his  royal  intention,  as  foon 
6  as  there  fhouid  be  a  more  perfect  reconciliation 
c  among  the  feveral  powers  of  Europe,  to  make  fuch 
c  farther  reduction  of  his  forces,  as  might  be  con- 

«  fiftent 
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*  fiftent  with  the  fecurity  and  dignity  of  his  Majcfty's 
■  royal  perfon  and  government,  and  with  our  pre- 
c  fent  happy  conftitution  -,  not  doubting,  but  that 
1  from  his  fatherly  companion  to  his  people,  he 
'  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  direct,  that  what- 
c  ever  land  forces  mould  thereafter  be  thought  necef- 
c  fary,  fliould  be  eftablimed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
1  mould  make  the  laving  more  fenfible,  and  the  fu- 
'  tu re  burden  lefs  grievous  to  the  nation.' 

This  motion  occafioned  another  long  debate,  in 
which,  befidcs  the  gentlemen  who  fpoke  for  the  laft 
mentioned  motion,  John  Pitt,  Efq;  and  the  Lord 
Polzvarth  fpoke  for  this  motion  -,  and,  befides  the 
gentlemen  who  fpoke  againft  the  laft  mentioned  mo- 
tion, Colonel  Bladen,  John  Conduit,  Efq ;  and  fome 
others,  fpoke  againft  this :  And  the  queftion  being 
at  laft  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  without  a 
divifion. 

TH  E  fame  day,  viz.  on  Thurfday  the  29th  of  Greemvicb 
January,  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  the  fol-  hofpitai  re- 
lowing  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commiffio-  port' 
ners  of  the   royal  hofpital  for  feamen  at  Greenwich^ 
purfuant  to  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  eighth  year 
of  his   prefent  Majefty,  intitled,  '  An   aft  for  the 
4   application  of  the   rents  and  profits  of  the  eftates 
'  forfeited  by  the  attainders  of  James  late  Earl  of 
c  Derwentwater,  and  Charles  Radcliffe,  viz. 

1  To  the  honourable  the  Commons  of 'Great  Britain,  in 
'  Parliament  afjembled. 

T  N  obedience  to  the  directions  of  an  act  paffed 

'  X   in  the  laft  fefTion  of  Parliament,  intitled,   '"An 

c  aft  for  the  application  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 

c  eftates  forfeited  by  the  attainders  of  James  late  Earl 

c  0/ Derwentwater,  and  Charles  Radcliffe ;  requir- 

*  ing  the  commiffioners  or  governors  of  the  royal 
«  hofpital  for  feamen  at  Greenvsich,  to  contract  and 

T  2  c  agree 
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*  agree  with  able  and  fufficient  tradefmen,  artificers* 
4  or  other  perfons,  for  finifhing  and  completing  the 
4  faid  royal  hofpital,  in  a  workman-like  and  fub- 
4  ftantial  manner,  on  the  eafieft  and  moil  reafonable 

*  terms,  according  to  the  plan  laid  before  the  houfe 
4  of  Commons  in  the  faid  feflion  of  Parliament;  and 
4  to  lay  their  proceedings  therein,  with  their  annual 
4  accounts,  before  his  Majefty  and  both  houfes  of 
4  Parliament  refpeclively. 

4  The  commiflioners  and  governors  of  the  faid 
4  hofpital  do  humbly  report,   as  follows. 

4  There  has  been  received  from  the  Exchequer  the 
4  fum  of  5182  /.  13  s.  being  the  arrears  remaining 
4  there  of  the  rents  of  the  eitate;  which  fum  has  been 
4  inverted  in  bank  annuities,  at  3  /.  per  cent,  until 
4  there  fhall  be  occafion  to  difpofe  of  the  fame,  pur- 
4  fuant  to  the  purpofes  of  the  act  of  Parliament. 

4  There  has  been  likewife  received,  out  of  the  rents 
4  of  the  eftate,    the  fum  of  2 1 78  /.  1 3  s.  1  d.  \ 

4  As    to   their  proceedings  in   carrying  on    the 

*  building,  the  foundations  of  Queen  Mary's  court 
«  are  in  a  great  meafure  laid,  and  the  walls  of  the 
«  chapel  and  kitchen  are  carried  up  to  the  top  of  the 
c  plinth,  which  is,  to  the  cells  of  the  windows  of  the 
c  bafe  flory,  the  expence  of  which  has  amounted  to 

*  1089/.  15  s.  4.  d. 

4  By  order  of  the  commiflioners,. 

1  Admiralty-office, 
*   Tan.    29,  1735. 

J  4  Tbo.  Corbet: 

Sinking f^d  A  S  the  finking  fund  is  now  a  frequent  topic  of 
accounts,  J-^  converfation  ;  and  as  every  man  in  the  nation 
who  has  any  property,  or  pays  any  taxes,  or  pur- 
chafes  any  ftrong  beer,  fmall  beer,  brandy,  or  any 
other  neceffaries  of  life,  upon  which  taxes  are  paid, 
is  very  much  interefted  in  the  regular  and  faithful 
application  of  that  fund,  to  the  ufes  for  which  it  was 
defigned,  we  fhall  here  infert  the  accounts  of  that 

fund, 
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fund,  which  were  delivered  into  Parliament  on  Sa- 
turday the  3  1  ft  of  "January  laft,  viz. 

The  excefs  or  fur  plus  of  the  fever  al  duties,  revenues, 
and  incomes,  commonly  called  the  aggregate  fund, 
eflablifhed  by  fever  al  alls  of  Parliament  of  the  3d, 
$th,  and  6th  years  of  his  late  Majefly's  reign,  for 
anfwering  the  payments  therein  expreffed,  viz. 

DEBTOR.  /.       s.    d. 

Houfe  monev,  firft  granted 
7th  of  mil.  R/ 52,386  13     4 

Two  3ds  tonnage  and  poundage    42,140     5     o*- 

Arrears  of  the  duties  on  cof- 
fee, tea,  and  chocolate,  before 
the  24th  of  June,  1724.,  and  the 
duties  on  nutmegs,  cinnamon, 
cloves,  mace,  pictures,  and  muf- 
lins     •         5°5   I*     3 

Arrears  of  the  increafed  du- 
ties on  coffee,  tea,  and  choco- 
late, before  the  24th  of  June,  1 7  24, 
and  the  duties  on  nutmegs,  cin- 
namon, cloves,  mace,  and  pic- 
tures    -    —      2,317   14     6 

A  moiety  of  the  inland  duty 
of  is.  per  lb.  on  coffee  fince 
24th  June,    1724  11,820   16   10 

Ditto of    4J.   per   lb.    on 

tea  fi nee  ditto 25,565     9     01 

The  inland  duty  of  is.  6d. 
per  lb.  on  chocolate  fince  ditto  5,776  19     5* 

Farther  rates  on  white  cali- 
coes, china  wares  and  drugs  2,689   19     1 

Half  fubfidy  of  tonnage   and 

poundage     •  ■  lS^5S    l® 

Surplus  of  the  other  moiety 
above  8o5OOo/.  per  annum  for 
annuities         ■  ■ 
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DEBTOR. 


/.       s.    d. 


a 


JZ  J2 


v.  ° 

^^  g 

§  §  £ 

£  -  g 

D     ^  fe 


Addit'onal  (Juries  on  French 

wines  and  merchandizes 

Plantation  duties       ■ 

Duties  on  hops 


J 


Duties  on  brandy      — 

Surplus  of  qd.  excife  grant- 
ed for  99  years 

Ditto,  of  the  fths  of  gd. 
excife     

Ditto,    of    the    3700/.  per 

week  excife     

i  Ditto,  of  the  revenues  in 
annuity  ads,  4th,  5th,  and  6th 
Anne ■ 

Ditto,  of  the  fund  for  the 
lottery,   17 10     — 

Public  monies  brought  into 
the  Exchequer  after  Michael- 
mas,  17  15,  appropriated  by  an 
act  of  1  ft  George  I.  Page  301, 
v\z% 

Duty  on  foreign   fail- cloth 


To  the  duty  of  3^.  per  barrel  excife, 
and  the  additional  duty  on  pepper  and 
al.  arifen  Michaelmas,  1734,  and  reft- 
ing  at  Lady-Day,  1735,  over  and  above 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  annuities  of 
81,000/.  per  annum,  granted  anno  17 10, 
computed  to  that  time       - — — — - 


5,266     4  8 

693  13  10 

i»9*7  J3  9^ 

8,721   13  8 

22,442    o  9 

8,228  14  2 

67,700    8  8jc 

21,677     2  1 


i>3*5     6     " 


26,399     7 


if 


336>539     7    *i 


r*i 
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T'he  excefs  or  furplus  of  the  fever  al  duties^  revenues^ 

.     .  .  nly  called  the  dngrcgate  fund, 

tftablifhed  by  fn  .   of  P arliament  of  the  ^d, 

$tb,  and  bib  years  of  his  late  Majejly*s  reign,  for 

anfwering  the  pay  mats  therein  exprejfed,  viz. 

CREDITOR.  /.        s.     d. 

By  payments  charged  on  the  aggre- 
gate fund,  bv  ads  of   Parliament,  viz. 

By  the  Bank  of  England,  on  their  an- 
nuity of  6o,coc/.  (being  the  remainder 
of  80,00c/.  per  annum,  for  cancelling 
two  millions  of  Exchequer  bills)  for  the 
half  year  ended  at  Lady-Day,  1735,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  acl  of  11  George  I.  Page 
213,  and   2d  George  II.  Page  81 .     30,000  00     O 

By  the  South-Sea  company  todifcharge 
annuities  at  4  per  cent,  on  the  principal 
fum  of  393,645/.  81.  to  which  the  fum 
of  481,700/.  fubferibed  into  their  capital, 
is  reduced,  by  abating  from  the  fame 
48,054/.  I2x.  for  a  proportional  part 
of  4,500,000/.  repaid  to  the  fai.d  com- 
pany, for  redeeming  fo  much  of  their 
capital,  and  the  annuities  attending  the 
fame,  being  the  remainder  of  500,000/. 
contributed  on  the  firft  lottery,  1719, 
for  the  half  vear  ended  at  Lady- Day, 
1735      1         — 7>872   18     If 

Towards  the  expence  of  his  Majefty's 
civii  government,  for  the  half  year  end- 
ed at  Lady- Day,  1735,  by  the  a&  ift 
George  l\:  ?*e?  %      60,000  00    O 

By  the  South- Sea  company  to  dif- 
charge  annuities  at  4  per  cent,  on  the 
principal  fum  of  751,911/.  i6j.  id.  to 
which  the  fum  of  843,702/.  is.  $d. 
fubferibed  into  their  capital,  is  reduced, 
by  abating  from  the  fame  91,790/.  $s. 
"jd.  for  a  proportional  part  of  4,500,000/. 
jrepaid  to  the  laid  company,  for  redeem  - 
T  4  »nS 
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ing  to  much  of  their  whole  capital,  and 
the  annuities  attending  the  fame,  being 
the  remainder  of  1,079,000/.  contribu- 
ted for  annuities  anno  17 15,  for  the  half 

year  ended  at  Lady- day,  1735      I5)°3^     4     SI 

By  the  officers  of  the  Exchequer-bill 
office,  on  their  falaries,  for  the  half  year 

ended  at  Lady-day,  1735    —  ■ 325     O     o 

By  the  ufher  of  the  Exchequer  for  ne- 

cefTaries  58   r6     2* 

By  the  South- Sea  company,  and  the 
governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  claiming  under  them,  for  the 

half  year  ended  at  Lady- day,   1735,  on 

527/.    lis.  9  d.   half-penny  per  annu?n, 

being  fuch  part  of  10,516/.  is.  7  d.  per 

annum,  refidue  of   1 2,000  /.  per  annum, 

allowed  them  for  charges  of  management 

on  fubfcriptions  by  the  aft  6th  of  Geo.  I. 

as  is  chargeable  on  this  fund      — ■  263   15    10  \ 

Bv  the  united  company  of  merchants 

cf  England,    trading  to  the  Eajl-Indies, 

on   their  reduced  annuity  of  128,000/. 

payable  to  them  from  Michaelmas,   1730, 

being  after  the  rate  of  4  /.  per  cent,  per 

annum  on  the  faid  company's  capital  of 

3,200,000  /.   for  the  half  year  ended   at 

Lady-day,    1 7  35,   purfuant  to  the  a£t  3d 

of  George  II.  Page  452    -»• 64,000     0     O 

I77>558  14  11 
By  the  excefs  or  furplus  which  at  or 
before  Lady- day,  1735,  did  arife  by  the 
duties  compoiing  the  aggregate  fund 
per  contra  (over  and  above  all  the  monies 
then  due,  or  payable  to  difcharge  the  fe- 
veral  annuities  and  other  allowances  and 
payments  directed  by  acts  of  parliament 
to  be  fatisfied  out  of  the  fame)  which  ex- 
cefs or  furplus  is  carried  to  the  finking 
fund         1 • 158,980   12     y\ 


336>593    7     6* 

The 
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J8l  exccfs  or  furplus  cf  fuel)  duties  cr  revenues,  (part  of  the 
South-Sea  fund)  as  were  ejiablijhed  by  acl  of  Parliament 
of  the  third  and  fifth  year  of  his  late  Majejlys  reign,  fif 
anjwering  payments  to  the  South-Sea  company  and  others ; 
which  excels  or  jurplus  is  here  flated  at  Lady-day,  1735, 
viz. 


D  EBTOR. 


Jc  IS  ^  f     For  import  on  wines  and  vi- 


5^  v  o    1 


negar  

Import  on  tobacco 

Import  on  Eaji- India  goods 

Additional  impofitions 

Additional  whale-fins  1 

Duty  on  candles  fince  the  I  ft 

of  May  1  17 15 


\ 


Apprent.  duty  fince  ditto 


/. 

60,164 

36,008 

47.594 

*5>798 
2,152 

38?9i3 
2,054 


s.   d. 


1 

J3 

1 

o 
J5 

14 

o 


if 

3 

10 

Pi 

5* 

5 


202,685     6     4 


77;^  £#<:<?/}  or  furplus  of  fuch  duties  or  revenues,  (part  of  the 
South-Sea  fund)  as  were  ejiablijhed  by  acl  of  Parliament 
cf  the  third  and  fifth'  years  of  his  late  Majejlys  reign,  for 
enfwering  payments  to  the  South- Sea  company  and  others, 
which  excefs  or  furplus  is  here  Jlated  at  Lady-day,  1735, 
viz. 


CREDITOR. 


/. 


By  the  South-Sea  company,  to  dis- 
charge annuities  at  4/.  per  cent,  on  the 
principal  fum  of  8,912,053/.  8  s.  8  d. 
half-penny,  to  which  their  original  ca- 
pital of  10,000,000/.  is  reduced,  by 
abating  from  the  fame  1,087,946/.  lis. 
and  ^d.  half- penny,  for  a  proportional 
part  of  4,500,000/.  repaid  to  the  faid 
company,  for  redeeming  fo  much  of 
their  whole  capital,  and  the  annuities  at- 
tending the  fame,  and  is  from  the  half 
year  ended  at  Lady-day,  1735  *, —  178,241 


5.    d. 


44 
By 
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CREDITOR. 


/.      s.     d. 


By  ditto  company  on  7129/.  12  s. 
lid.  per  ajinum,  for  charges  of  manage- 
ment, to  which  their  allowance  of  8000/. 
per  annum  was  reduced,  on  re-payment 
to  the  faid  company  of  4,500,000/.  as 
aforefaid,  and  is  for  the  half  year  ended 
at  Lady -Day,   1735        » 


3*5^4  16    si 


181,805  l7  I0 
By  the  excefs  or  furplus  which  at,  or 
before  Lady- Day  1735,  did  arife  by  ths 
rktes,  duties,  impofitions  and  revenues,/)^ 
contra,  over  and  above  fufficient  to  fatisfy 
all  payments  chargeable  thereupon;  which 
excefs  or  furplus  is  carried  to  the  finking 
fund  i « 20,879 


8     6 


202,685     6    4 


The  produce  at  the  Exchequer  of  the  duties  and  revenues, 
which  by  an  at?  of  3d  George  I.  p.  303,  wtr*  charged 
towards  making  good  a  general  yearly  fund  of  724,8  49 1. 
6  s.  iod.  r«  with  the  deficiency  thereof  and  the  overplus 
of  the  fame  general  fund,  flat  ed  at  Lady-Day  1735,  which 
overplus  arifeth  over  and  above  all  the  monies  ^  zvhich  then 
or  before  became  due  or  payable,  according  to  Jubfequent  a  els, 
out  of  the  faid  duties,  revenues,  or  general  fund. 


DEBTOR.      /. 


j.  d. 


I 


^  >  m  ? 

h 


: 


/  .  /  Subfidy  on 
goods  export- 
ed       

Two  fhil- 
£  /  lings  per  chal- 
et \  ■ 


16,862    10    2; 


dron  on  coals  27,912   15   3 


}  83,69: 


Additional 
duty  on  can 
ydles      38>9J5   14  6  J 


To 
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DEBTOR. 


d. 


d. 


5-5 


Hackney- 
coaches  and 
chairs ■ 

Nevvftamp 
duties 

700/.  per 
week  lottery- 


3>5&9 
6,001 


3  '"i 

4  6 


79,758   16  10 


money ■  17,500     o     o 

Duty    on 
2  Chidesand  skins  52,668     8     4^ 
»  (       Duty    on  «, 

frifoap 59>T7°     9     4 

**  \      Stamp  du- 
^!^.  sties  on   paper    7,849     o     8   , 
1  "o  f      Additional 

duty  on  hides    30,182     4     2 
Duty  on  wire 
and  (larch         5,459   18     7  £ 

Policies  of 
infurance  —  1,680  10  5 
£  \  A  moiety 
of  the  duty  of 
2s.  per  lb.  on 
coffee  11,820  16  10 


67,019   10     o 


)  74,708   19     I  { 


Ditto     45. 
/>^r  lb.  on  tea  25,565     9     o 
Hereditary   excife,   payable  out  of 
^3700/.  per  week  bankers  annuit.       19,927   17 


To  the  complement  for  completing 
the  general  fund  of  724,849/.  6  s.  10  d. 
half-penny  per  annum,  for  the  half  year 
ended  at  Lady-day,  1735,  to  be  made 
good  by  Parliament  ■ 


325,106     3     %\ 


37>3I8 


9    H 


362,424  13    5 


Tfo 


284  Parliamentary     A. 1736. 

The  produce  at  the  Exchequer  of  the  duties ,  and  revenues 
whichy  by  an  acl  of  the  ^d  of  George  I.  page  303,  were 
charged  towards  making  good  a  general  yearly  fund  of 
724,849/.  os.  10  d.  ^  with  the  deficiency  thereof  and 
the  overplus  of  the  fame  general  fund,  ftated  at  Lady-day, 
1 7  35  5  which  overplus  arifeth  over  and  above  all  the  mo- 
niesy  which  then,  or  before,  became  due  or  payable,  ac- 
cording to  fubfequent  acls,  out  of  the  faid  duties,  revenues 
or  general  fund. 

CREDITOR.  /.  s.    d. 

By  payments  charged  on  the  general  fund 
by  a£ts  of  Parliament,  vix. 

By  the  South-Sea  comp  my  to  discharge 
annuities  at  4/.  per  cent,  on  the  princi- 
pal fum  of  7,423,108/.  4 j.  lod.  half- 
penny, to  which  the  fum  of  8,329,291/. 
2 j.  id.  fubferibed  into  their  capital,  is 
reduced,  by  abating  from  the  fame 
906,182/.  7  s.  id.  half-penny,  for  a  pro- 
portional part  of  the  fum  of  4,500,000/. 
lepaid  to  the  faid  company,  for  redeem- 
ing fo  much  of  their  whole  capital,  and 
the  annuities  attending  the  fame,  being 
the  remainder  of  9,5 34,357 /.  1 3 s.  \\d. 
three  farthings,  to  which  the  proprietors 
of  certain  orders  in  the  four  lotteries, 
17 1 1  and  17 12,  and  the  debt  due  to  cer- 
tain bankers  and  others,  were  entitled 
for  the  half  year  ended  Lady- day -,  1735  148,462     3     6 

By  ditto  company  to  difcharge  annui- 
ties at  4/.  per  cent,  on  the  principal 
fum  of  667,117/.  is.  yd.  to  which 
the  fum  of  748,555/.  19*.  $d.  fub- 
feribed into  their  capital,  is  reduced,  by 
abating  from  the  fame  81,430/.  17*. 
\od.  for  a  proportional  part  of  the  fum 
of  4,500,000/.  repaid  to  the  faid  com- 
pany for  redeeming  fo  much  of  their 
whole  capital,  and  the  annuities  attend- 
ing the  fame  (being  the  remainder  of 
947,514/.  7  s.  Sd.)  to  which  the  pro- 
prietors   of  certain  tallies  of  fol.   were 

intitled 
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CREDITOR.  /.         ft    d. 

intitled,  that  were  ft  ruck  at  the  Exche- 
quer, to  make  good  fundry  deficiences, 
anno  1716,  for  the  half  year  ended  Lady- 
day,   1735 I3>342     6   10 

By  ditto  company  to  difcharge  annui- 
ties at  4/.  per  cent,  on  the  principal 
fum  of  1,079,064/.  1 8 j.  3*/.  half- pen- 
ny, to  which  the  fum  of  1,210,792/. 
1 3  j.  $d.  fubferibed  into  their  capital 
is  reduced,  by  abating  from  the  fame 
131,727/.  15;.  fyl.  half-penny,  for  a  pro- 
portional part  of  the  fum  of  4,500,000/. 
repaid  to  the  faid  company  for  redeeming 
fo  much  of  their  whole  capital,  and  the 
annuities  attending  the  fame,  being  the 
remainder  of  1,603,987  /.  8  s.  1  d.  half- 
penny, to  which  the  proprietors  of  cer- 
tain army  debentures  made  forth  to  the 
2iftof  March,  17 19,  were  intitled  for 
the  half  year  ended  Lady-day,    1735  ■ —    21,581     5  iij 

By  ditto  company  to  difcharge  annui- 
ties of  4/.  per  cent,  on  the  principal 
fum  of  96,074/.  9  J.  gd.  half-penny,  to 
which  the  fum  of  107,802/.  17 s.  4^. 
fubferibed  into  their  capital  is  reduced, 
by  abating  from  the  fame  11,728/  js.  6d. 
half-penny,  fori  a  proportional  part  of 
the  fum  of  4,500,000/.  repaid  to  the 
faid  company  for  redeeming  fo  much  of 
their  whole  capital,  and  the  annuities 
attending  the  fame,  being  the  remainder 
of  110,312/.  j  s.  \d.  to  which  the  pro- 
prietors of  certain  tallies  of  Sol.  were 
intitled,  that  were  ftruck  for  the  fervice 
of  the  navy,  and  the  victualling  there- 
of, for  the  half  year  ended  at  Lady-day, 

1735    .    ' i>9**    0     • 

By  ditto  company,  and  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  bank  of  England 
claiming  under  them,  for  the  half  year 
ended   at    Lady-day,    1735,    on    4267/, 

I 
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CREDITOR.  /.      s.    d. 

41.  2d.  half-penny  per  ann.  being  fuch 
part  of  10,516/.  is.  jd.  per  ann.  re- 
fid  ue  of  12,000/.  per  annum,  allowed 
them  for  charges  of  management  on  fut- 
fcription    by    the    act   6  Geo,    I.    as   is 

chargeable  on  this  fund 2,133   1 2     4 

By  the  fufferers  of  Nevis  and  St.  C£r^- 
topher's,  for  annuities  at  the  rate  of 
3/.  per  cent,  and  upon  the  principal 
fum  of  37,821/.  55.  id.  farthing,  refi- 
due  of  141,093/.  15*.  id.  farthing,  con- 
tained in  orders  of  debentures  made  forth 
by  the  commimoners  for  affairs  of  trade 
and  plantations  for  the  half  year  ended 
at  Lady-Day,  1735 567  °6     4s 

188,008  04  9 1 
Balance  is  the  overplus,  which  at,  or 
before  Lady-Day,  1735,  did  a  rife  by  the 
faid  general  fund  in  this  half  year, 
(when  the  fum  of  37,318/.  9*.  2d. 
three  farthings  per  contra,  fhall  be  made 
good  by  Parliament)  over  and  above  fuf- 
ficient  to  fatisfy  all  annuities  and  other 
fums  due  or  payable  out  of  the-  fame, 
which  excefs  or  furplus  is  carried  to  the 
finking  fund  ■  ■  ■     ■     ■  174,416  08    y\ 

362,424  13    5 


Ihe 
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The  Exchequer  to  the  finking  fund. 

DEBTOR.  /.        s.    d. 

To  furplus  money  unapplied   at   Mi- 
chaelmas,   1734,  as  per  account,  for  the 

half  year  then  ended  37>557   13     4 

To  furplus  money  arifen  in  the  half 
year  ended  at  Lady-Day,  1735,  viz. 

Surplus  of  the  aggregate  /.       s.  d. 

fund,  as  per  account  —  158,980   127^ 

Surplus  of  the  South  fea 
company's  fund,  as  per 
account      ■    20,879  08  6 

Surplus  of  the  general 
fund,  when  the  fum  of 
37,318/.  9 s.  Sd.  three 
farthings,  being  the  com- 
plement to  362,424/.  1 35-. 
5  d.  fhall  be  made  good, 

as  per  account     174,416  08  7! 

, 354,27 6  °9  9  J 

m     •  — — .  » 

391,834    03     I  I 


fht 
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¥be  Exchequer  to  the  Sinking-fund.  per  contra. 

CREDITOR.  /.       s.    d. 

By  cam  taken  in  full  of  the  fum  of 
1, 2CO,ooo /.  for,  or  towards  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  Majefty  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  1734,  purfuant  to  the  a&  7th 

Geo.  II.   Page  264       . .118,799   12   II  $ 

By  remains  at  Lady-day,  viz. 

Surplus  of  the  aggre- 
gate fund  134,716  11   n| 

Surplus  of  the  South- 
Sea  company's  fund  —      4,673  18   10  \ 

Surplus  of  the  general 
fund,  when  the  fum  of 
37,318/.  gs.  $d.  three 
farthings,  the  deficiency 
thereof  in  this  half  year, 
fhall  be  made  good  by 
Parliament 


J33>64 

3  19 

3* 

^7j,,uj4   10     z 

/ 

391,83403     ij 

This  being  the  five  and  twentieth  half  yearly  account 
nade  up,  purfuant  to  the  a£t.  of  9th  Geo.  I.  Page  367,  is 
humbly  prefented  the  31ft  day  of  January,   1735,  by  me 

J.S. 


7bi 
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The  excefs  or  furplus  of  the  fever al  duties,  revenues* 
and  incomes,  commonly  celled  the  aggregate  fund, 
eflablifhed  by  fever  al  alls  of  Parliament  of  the  %d, 
§th,  and  6th  years  of  his  late  Majefty^s  reign,  for 
anfwermg  the  payments  therein  expreffed,  viz. 

DEBTOR.  /.        :.    J. 

Jg        /     Houfe    money,    firft    granted 
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7th  of  Will.  R. ■    49,276  10    4 

Two  3ds  tonnage  and  poundage    60,250   17     3 

Arrears  of  the  duties  on  coffee, 
tea,  and  chocolate,  before  the  24th 
of  June,  1 7  24,  and  the  duties  on 
nutmegs,  cinnamon,  cloves,  mace, 

pictures,  and  muflins 815     7     9 

Arrears  of  the  increafed  duties  on 
coffee,  tea,  and  chocolate,  before 
the  24th  of  June,  1724,  and  the 
duties  on  nutmegs,  cinnamon, 
cloves,    mace,   and   piclures    —     IO>454  *8     6 

A  moiety  of  the  inland  duty 
of  2  s.  per  lb.  on  coffee  fince 
the  24th  June,  J  7  24      

Ditto of   4  s.  per  lb.    on 

tea  fince  ditto  — — — 

The  inland  duty  of  is.  6d. 
per  lb.  on  chocolate  fince  ditto 

Farther  rates  on  white  cali- 
coes, china  wares,  and  drugs 

Half  fubfidy  of  tonnage  and 
poundage  *  ■ 

Surplus  of  the  other  moiety  above 
80,000/.  per  annum,  for  annuities 

Additional  duties  on  French 
wines  and  merchandizes • 

Plantation  duties  ■ 

Duties  on  hops  ■ 

Duties  on  brandy  - 

Surplus- of  the  9^.  excife  grant- 
ed for  99  years 

Ditto,  of  the  ?ths  qd.  excife 

Ditto,  of  the  ?ths  <$d.  excife. 

Ditto,  of  the  3700/.  per  week 

excife  £0,707   17     4- 1 

Vol.  XIII.  U  Surplus 


13,629 

I 

iot 

35.471 

18 

S| 

4>5*9 

5 

7* 

1,582 

0 

3 

58,018 

10 

ts 

12,716 

*9 

5v 

11,328 

240 

35^412 

11,870 

n 
t 

19 

10 

2 

3i 

8 

4i 

4 

33.261 
11,408 
18,061 

16 

14 
10 

2 

s 

V 

CU 
.5    *> 

*  c 

ST  <^.N 

u  5  2 

«J|  s 
«<  <:  3 

»~     c3     (L) 

Cj  >- 

c   c   o 

O    W-G 

fa  £  c 

0     <U     u. 


Parliamentary        A.  1736. 


DEBTOR.  /.      s.   J. 

Surplus  of  the  revenues  in  an- 
nuity acts,  4th,  5  th,  and  6th 
Anna 127,386  15    10 

Ditto,  of  the  fund  for  the 
lottery,   17 10 32,296   17     q\ 

Public  monies  brought  into 
the  Exchequer  after  Michael- 
mas,  17 15,  appropriated  by  an 
ad  of  1  ft  George  I.  Page  301, 
viz. —    — ■ — « 


Duty  on  foreign  fail-cloth 

Arrears  of  the  10th,  2s.  aid, 
anno  1726         . * 

Ditto,  of  the  10th,  35.  aid, 
anno  1728         —        ■ 

Ditto,  of  the  nth,  3*.  aid, 
anno  1729  —  . 

Ditto,  of  the  12th,  2s.  aid, 
anno  17  31       * 

Ditto,  of  the  I  ft,  1  j.  aid, 
anno  1732        « —         ■ 


262   12  10^ 
1,854  i§  10  J 

141     4  10 
1,058   18     it 
6,544     1     8 
9.599    5    7 


568,172    4    6 


To  the  duty  of  3^.  per  barrel  excife, 
and  the  additional  duty  on  pepper,  &f  al. 
arifen  fmce  Lady -day,  1734,  and  refting 
at  Michaelmas  following,  1735,  over  and 
above  fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  annuities  of 
81,000/.  per  annum,  granted  anno  17 10, 
computed  to  that  time        ■  ■    -  27,163 


12 


595.335  16    8 


The 
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The  excefs  or  fur  plus  of  the  feveral  dutks,  revenues, 
and  incomes  commonly  called  the  aggregate  fund, 
eftablifhcd  by  fever al  acls  of  Parliament  of  the  3d, 
§tby  and  6th  years  of  his  late  Mcjcjifs  reign,  for 
anfwering  the  payments  therein  exprcffed,  via. 

CREDITOR.  /.       s.    a. 

By  payments  charged  on  the  aggrt- 
gate  fund,  by  a£h  of  Parliament,  viz. 

By  the  Bank  of  England,  on  their  an- 
nuity of  60,000/.  ("being  the  remainder 
of  80,000/.  per  annum,  for  cancelling 
two  millions  of  Exchequer  bills)  for  the 
half  year  ended  at  Michaelmas,  1735,  pur- 
suant to  the  act  of  2d  George  I.  Page 
213,  and  2d  George  II.  Page  81.  30,000  00     0 

By  the  South-Sea  company  to  dif- 
charge  annuities  at  4  per  cent,  on  the 
principal  fum  of  393,645/.  &r.  to  which 
the  fum  of  441,700/.  fubfcribed  into 
their  capital  is  reduced,  by  abating 
from  the  fame  48,054/.  12s.  for  a  pro- 
portional part  of  4,500,000/.  repaid  to 
the  faid  company,  for  redeeming  fo  much 
of  their  whole  capital*  and  the  annuities 
attending  the  fame,  being  the  remainder 
of  500,000/.  contributed  on  the  firft  lot- 
tery, 1719,  for  the  half  year  ended  Mi- 
chaelmas, 1735  ^ -7,872  18     1} 

Towards  the  expence  of  his  Majeftv's 
civil  government,  for  the  half  year  end- 
ed at  Michaelmas ,  1735,  by  the  acl  ift 
George  II.  Page  8 60, COG  00     O 

By  the  South- Sea  company  to  dis- 
charge annuities  at  4  per  cent,  on  the 
principal  fum  of  751,911/.  lbs.  id.  to 
which  the  fum  of  843,702/.  is.  8d. 
fubfcribed  into  their  capital,  is  reduced, 
by  abating  from  the  fame  91,790/.  5*. 
yd.  for  a  proportional  part  of  4,500,000/. 
repaid  to  the  faid  company,  for  redeem- 
ing fo  much  of  their  whole  capital,  and 
the  annnities  attending  the  fame,  being 
U  2  the 
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CREDITOR.  /.        u    d. 

the  remainder  of  1,079,000/.  contribu- 
ted for  annuities  anno  17 15,  for  the  half 

year  ended  at  Michaelmas,  1735 I5>°3^     4     8  £ 

By  the  officers  of  the  Exchequer-bill 
office,  on  their  falaries,  for  the  halt  year 

ended  at  Michaelmas  1735 ■  3^5     °     ° 

By  the  ufher  of  the  Exchequer  for  ne- 

ceflaries — 3°  lS     $ 

By  the  fheriffs  of  England  and  Wales 
on  4000/.  per  annum,  by  the  act  3d 
GW^*  I.  for  the  year  ended  Michaelmas, 

1735  ■ -« 4000    o    0 

By  the  South- Sea  company,  and  the 
governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of 
England^  claiming  under  them,  for  the 
half  year  ended  at  Michaelmas  1735,  on 
527/.  us.  gd.  half- penny  per  annum, 
being  fuch  part  of  10,516/.  n.  7  d.  per 
annum,  refidue  of  1 2,000  /.  per  annum, 
allowed  them  for  charges  of  management 
on  fubfcriptions  by  the  act  6th  of  Geo.  I. 
as  is  chargeable  on  this  fund      ■  263  15   10J 

By  the  united  company'  of  merchants 
of  England,  trading  to  the  Eajl-Indies, 
on  their  reduced  annuity  of  128,000/. 

payable  to  them  from  Michaelmas,  1730, 

being  after  the  rate  of  4  /.  per  cent,  per 

annum  on  the  faid  company's  capital  of 

3,200,000  /.  for  the  half  year  ended  at 

Michaelmas,    1735,  purfuant  to  the  a& 

3d  George  II.   Page  452    ■ 64,000     O     O 

By  fo  much  of  the  fum  of  7237/. 

1 8  j.  %d.  half-penny,  being  a  medium  of 

the  annual  income  of  the  duty  on  rough 

and  undreiTed  flax,  taken  off  by  the  act 

4th  George  II.  as  was  made  good  to  the 

feveral   public   creditors    at  Midfummer, 

1735  (the  remaining  fum  of  3014/.  71. 

$d.  half-penny,  being  applicable  to  th« 

funds    compofing    this    aggregate  fund, 

before  the  duties  on  rough  and  undrefled 

flax 
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CREDITOR.  /.       /.    d. 

flax    were     repealed,     is    therefore   not 

charged  thereupon)       ■ 4>223   10  II 


185,754     4     l\ 


By  the  excefs  or  furplus  which  at  or 
before  Michaelmas  1735,  did  arife  by  the 
duties  composing  the  aggregate  fundy 
per  contra  (over  and  above  all  the  rfionies 
then  due  or  payable,  to  difcharge  the  fe- 
veral  annuities,  and  other  allowances  and 
payments  directed  by  a«5ts  of  Parliament 
to  be  fatisfied  out  of  the  fame)  which  ex- 
cefs  or  furplus  is  carried  to  the  Jinking 

fund         ——409,581   II     4i 

■        1  1 1 -1 
595,335  16    8 


U  3  tii 
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*the  excefs  or  furplus  of  fuch  duties  p  revenues,  (part  of 
the  South-Sea  company's  fund)  as  mmre  e/iablijhed  by 
dels  of  Parliament  of  the  third  and  fifth  years  of  his  late 
Majeflys  reign,  for  anjwering  payments  to  the  South-Sea 
ccmpany,  and  others ;  which  excefs  or  furplus  is  here  flated 
at  Michaelmas,   1735,  viz. 


DEBTOR. 


s.    d. 


S3 


cU 

JS 


/    For  impoft  on  wines  and  vi- 


c  eo 


negar  

Impoft  on  tobacco        — 

Impoft  on  Eajl- India  goods  — 

Additional  impofitions      ■ 

Additional  whale-fins 

Duty  on  candles  fince  the  ift 

of  May,  17 15        : 

Apprent.  duty  fince  ditto      — 


112,952     9 
27,930  18 

4i>329  19 
24,164    7 

2>673    7 


o 
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To  fo  much  of  the  fum  of 
7237/.  i$s.  yi.  half- penny,  be- 
ing a  medium  of  the  annual  in- 
come of  the  duty  on  rough  and 
undrefTed  flax,  taken  off  by  the 
act  of  4th  George  II.  as  would 
have  been  applied  to  this  fund, 
had  not  thefe  duties  been  repeal- 
ed, and  is  therefore  made  good  to 
the  fame  out  of  the  fum  of  4223/. 
1 0  s.  11  d.  charged  on  the  ag- 
gregate fund,  as  per  preceding 
Vaccount         ■         ■ 


5 

H 

10k 
9* 


32,850 14  ni 

3.554    5     5 
245>456     3  ip I 


2,097  15     81 


247.553  19    7 


Thi 
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T'he  excefs  or  furplus  of  juch  duties  or  revenues,  (part  of 
the  South- Sea  company's  fund)  as  tuere  ejlablijhed  by  acls 
of  Parliament  of  the  third  and  fifth  years  of  his  late  Ma- 
jeftys  reign,  for  anfwering  payments  to  the  South- Sea 
company  and  others,  which  excefs  or  furplus  is  herejiated 
at  Michaelmas,  1735,  viz. 

CREDITOR.  /.        s.    d. 

By  the  South- Sea  company,  to  dif- 
charge  annuities  at  4/.  per  cent,  on  the 
principal  fum  of  8,912,053/.  8  s.  8  d. 
half-penny,  to  which  their  original  ca- 
pital of  10,000,000/.  is  reduced,  by 
abating  from  the  fame  1,087,946/.  \\s. 
and  %d.  half- penny,  for  a  proportional 
part  of  4,500,000  /.  repaid  to  the  faid 
company,  for  redeeming  fo  much  of 
their  whole  capital,  and  the  annuities  at- 
tending the  fame,  and  is  from  the  half 
year  ended  at  Michaelmas,  1735. 178,241      1     4^ 

By  ditto  company  on  7,129/.  lis. 
I id.  per  annum,  for  charges  of  ma- 
nagement, to  which  their  allowance  of 
8000/.  per  annum  was  reduced,  on 
re-payment  to  the  faid  company  of 
4,500,000/.  as  aforefaid,  and  is  for  the 
half  year  ended  at  Michaelmas,    1735  3,564  16     5I 


181,805  17  10 
By  the  excefs  or  furplus  which  at,  or 
before  Michaelmas,  1735,  did  arife  by 
the  rates,  duties,  impofitions  and  revenues, 
per  contra,  over  and  above  fufficient  to 
fatisfy  all  payments  chargeable  thereupon, 
which  excefs  or  furplus  is  carried  to  the 
finking  fund  ■  65,748     I     9 

247>553  *9    7 
U4  7b* 
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Tlje  produce  at  the  Exchequer,  of  the  duties  and  revenues, 
which  by  an  ad  of  the  3d  of  George  I.  Page  303,  were 
charged  towards  waking  good  a  general  yearly  fund  of 
724,8491.  6s.  iod.  5  with  the  deficiency  thereof  and 
the  overplus  of  the  fame  general  fund,  flat ed  at  Mi- 
chaelmas, 1735,  which  overplus  arifeth  over  and  above 
all  the  monies,  which  then,  or  before,  became  duey  or  pay- 
able, according  to  fubfequent  atls,  out  of  the  faid  duties, 
revenues,  or  general  fund. 
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s      /     Subfidy  on 
j.  I  goods  export- 

g.     ed      --  15,499  12     3 

1  I      Two   fhil- 
I  /  lings  per  chzl- 
J§  ^  dron  on  coals  45,102     4     2 
Additional 
duty  on  can- 
dles       32,867     8     $\) 

Hackney-  ^ 

coaches     and 

chairs 4^27   10 

Newftamp 

duties 9*367     o 

I J  %  \       700/.   per 
'  Week  lottery- 
money-— 18,900     o 
Duty    on 
£-  '  h:desandskins58,703     3 
£  •       Duty   on 
!/ foap. 72>7lS  I0 


I 


4 


L)    93*4*9 


4  ix 


)    9*>°97  13    5r 


ties  on  paper      8,790  17   11 
/      Additional 

2  /duty  on  h  des  33,979,  16     67 
*W    Duty  on  wire 

£  \  and  ttarch  —    6,156     8     3 
^  j       Policies   of 

3  Vmfurance  —  i5559  19    7 


81,506    8    0} 


i736.         DEBATES. 
DEBTOR.       /.      s.  d. 


Is- 


33 


I 


A  moiety 
of  the  duty  of 
2s.  per  lb.  on 
coffee 13,629 

Dirtoof4*. 
per  pound  on 
tea        • — 


I    10 3. 


35,471   18     8; 
Hereditary   excite,    payable  out 
of  3700/.  per    week  bankers  an- 
nuities — 9  


Deduct  to  make  good  the  de- 
ficiency of  this  fund  in  the 
half    year    ended    at    Lady  ~  Day, 

^735  


I.  d. 


90,797     4 


n| 


19,927   17     9 


376,798     9 


37,318    9    8 
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And  then  the  complement  for  complet- 
ing the  general  fund  of  724,849/.  6j. 
10  d.  one  5th  per  annum ,  for  the  year 
ended  at  Michaelmas*  1735,  to  be  made 
good  by  Parliament,  is  


339^479  19  5 


22,944  14  o 
362,424  13  5 


The  produce  at  the  Exchequer  of  the  duties  and  revenues, 
which  by  an  at?  of  the  %d  of  George  I.  p.  303,  were 
charged  towards  making  good  a  general  yearly  fund  of 
724,849!.  6  s.  iod.  f.  with  the  deficiency  thereof  and 
the  overplus  of  the  fame  general  fund,  Jlated  at  Mi- 
chaelmas, 1735,  which  overplus  arijeth  over  and  above 
all  the  monies,  which  then,  or  before,  became  due,  or  pay- 
able, according  to  fubfequent  acls,  out  of  the  faid  duties, 
revenues,  or  general  fund. 

CREDITOR,  /.      s.    d. 

By  payments  charged  on  the  general 
fund  by  adts  of  Parliament,  viz. 

By  the  South  Sea  comp  ny  to  difcharge 
annuities  at  4/.  per  cent,  on  the  piinci- 
pal  fum  of  7,423,108/.  4 j.  ltd.  half- 
penny, to  which  ihe  fum  of  8,329,291/. 
2  s.  id.  fubfcribed  into  their  capital,  is 

reduced, 
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CREDITOR.  L  s.    d. 

reduced,  by  abating  from  the  fame 
906,182/.  75.  id.  half-penny,  for  a  pro- 
portional part  of  the  fum  of  4,500,000/. 
repaid  to  the  faid  company,  for  redeem- 
ing fo  much  of  their  whole  capital,  and 
the  annuities  attending  the  fame,  being 
the  remainder  of  9,534,357/.  13*.  nd. 
three  farthings,  to  which  the  proprietors 
of  certain  orders  in  the  four  lotteries, 
1 7 1 1  and  1712,  and  the  debt  due  to  cer- 
tain bankers  and  others,  were  entitled 
for  the  half  year  ended  Michaelmas,  1735  148,462     3     6 

By  ditto  company  to  difcharge  annui- 
ties at  4/.  per  cent,  on  the  principal  fum 
of  667,117/.  is.  yd.  to  which  the 
fum  of  748,555/.  1 9  s.  $d.  fubferibed 
into  their  capital,  is  reduced,  by  abating 
from  the  fame  81,438/.  175.  10  d.  for 
a  proportional  part  of  the  fum  of 
4,500,000/*.  repaid  to  the  faid  company 
for  redeeming  fo  much  of  their  whole  ca- 
pital, and  the  annuities  attending  the  fame 
(being  the  remainder  of  947,514/.  7 s.  8d.) 
ta  which  the  proprietors  of  certain 
tallies  of  Sol.  were  intitled  that  were 
itruck  at  the  Exchequer,  to  make  good 
fundry  deficiences,  anno  1716,  for  the 
half  year  ended  Michaelmas,  1735 I3>342     t  *° 

By  ditto  company  to  difcharge  annui- 
ties at  4/.  per  cent,  on  the  principal 
fum  of  1,079,064/.  18;.  3d.  half- pen- 
ny, to  which  the  fum  of  1,210,792/. 
135.  Sd.  fubferibed  into  their  capital 
is  reduced,  by  abating  from  the  fame 
131,727/.  155.  \el.  half- penny,  for  a  pro- 
portional part  of  the  fum  of  4,500,000/. 
repaid  to  the  faid  company  for  redeeming 
fo  much  of  their  whole  capital,  and  the 
annuities  attending  the  fame^  being  the 
remainder  of  1,603,987/.  8  s.  1  d.  half- 
penny, to  v/hich  the  proprietors  of  cer- 
tain 
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CREDITOR.  L        s.    d. 

tain  army  debentures  made  forth  to  the 
2 1  ft  of  March^  17 19,  were  intitled,  for 
the  half  year  ended  Michaelmas^  1735        2 1, $8 1     5   n* 

By  ditto  company  to  difcharge  annui- 
ties of  4/.  per  cent,  on  the  principal 
fum  of  96,074/.  o,j.  c)d.  half- penny,  to 
which  the  fum  of  107,802/.  175.  4^. 
fubferibed  into  their  capital  is  reduced, 
by  abating  from  the  fame  1 1,728/.  js.  6d. 
half- penny,  for  a  proportional  part  of 
the  fum  of  4,500,000/.  repaid  to  the 
faid  company  for  redeeming  lb  much  of 
their  whole  capital,  and  the  annuities 
attending  the  fame,  being  the  remainder 
of  110,312/.  1 7  j.  \d.  to  which  the 
proprietors  of  certain  tallies  of  Sol.  were 
intitled,  that  were  {truck  for  the  fervice 
of  the  navy,  and  the  victualling  there- 
of, for  the  half  year  ended  at  Michael- 
mas,  1735         1      1,921'  9     gl 

By  ditto  company,  and  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England 
claiming  under  them,  for  the  half  year 
ended  at  Michaelmas,  1735,  on  4267  /. 
45.  Sd.  half- penny  per  ann.  being  fuch 
part  of  10,516/.  is.  jd.  per  ann.  re- 
sidue of  12,000/.  per  ann.  allowed  them 
for  charges  of  management  on  fubferip- 
tions  by  the  ac"t  6to  Geo.  I.  as  is 
chargeable  on  this  fund  ■  2,133  12     4 

By  the  fufferers  of  Nevis  and  St. 
ChriJlopherS)  for  annuities  at  the  rate  of 
3/.  per  cent,  and  upon  the  principal  fum 
of  37,821  /.  5  s.  1  d.  farthing,  refidue 
of  141,093/.  15  j.  id.  farthing,  con- 
tained in  orders  of  debentures  made 
forth  by  the  commiffioners  for  affairs  of 
trade  and  plantations  for  the  half  year 
ended  at  Michaelmas,  1735  — ■ 567  06    4$ 

Balance 
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Balance  is  the  overplus,  which  at, 
or  before  Michaelmas,  1735,  did  a  rife  by 
the  faid  general  fund  in  this  half  year, 
(when  the  fum  of  22,944/.  141.  per 
contra,  (hall  be  made  good  by  Parlia- 
ment) over  and  above  fumcient  to  fatis- 
fy  all  annuities  and  other  fums  due,  or 
payahle  out  of  the  fame,  which  excefs 
or  furplus  is  carried  to  the  finking  fund   174,416  08     7  | 

362,424  13     5 


The  Exchequer    to   the  Sinking-fund. 

DEBTOR.  /.        s.    d. 

To  furplus  money  unapplied  at  Lady- 
dajh  1734,  as  per  account,  for  the  half 
year  then  ended  —    ■  —  - —    273,034  10     2 

To  furplus  money  arifen  in  the  half 
year  ended  at  Michaelmas ',  1735,  viz. 

Surplus  of  the  aggregate 
fund,  as  per  account  —  409,581   II  4^ 

Surplus  of  the  South  fea 
company's  fund,  as  per 
account 65,748     I  9 

Surplus  of  the  general 
fund,  when  the  fum  of 
22,944/.  1 4  j.  being  the 
complement  to  7  24,849/; 
6s.  lod.  one  5th  fhall  be 
made  good  as  per  ac- 
count    — —         *-  i74>4l6    8  7 1  649,746     1    9 


922,780  n  n 


7bi 
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The  Exchequer  to  the  Sinking-fund,     per  contra. 

CREDITOR.  /.       /.    d. 

By  cam  paid  for  intereft  on  the  mil- 
lion lent  on  the  credit  of  the  fait  duties, 
for  the  fupplies  of  the  year  1734,  pur- 
fuant to  the  act  7th  George  II.  Pages 
IC4,  and  105,  which  fum  is  to  be  re- 
placed to  the  finking  fund,  out  of  the 
firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  Parliament,  as 
per  claufe  in  the  faid  act  7th  George  IL 
Page  105,  in  that  behalf •- 24,570     2     7 

By  cam  taken  in  part  of  the  fum  of 
1,000,000/.  for  or  towards  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  Majefty  for  the  fervice  of 
the  >ear  1735,  purfuant  to  the  act  8th 
George  II.  images  191,  and  192,  in  that 
behalf       875,265   15     4 


899>835  17  " 
By    remains    at  Michaelmas,     1735, 
being  the  deficiency  of  the  general  fund, 
anno  1735,  to  be  made  good  by  Parlia- 
ment       1  —     ■  ■  22,944  14    o 


922,780  11  11 


This  being  the  fix  and  twentieth  half  yearly  account 
made  up,  purfuant  to  the  act  of  9th  Geo.  I.  Page  367,  is 
humbly  prefented  this  31ft  day  of  January,  1735,  by  me 

7-S. 


On 
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ON  Monday  the  2d  of  February,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  proper  officer  mould  lay  before  the 
houfe,  an  account  of  all  the  public  debts,  at  the  re- 
ceipt of  his  Majefty's  Exchequer,  due  or  Handing  out 
Cbriftmas,  1735,  with  the  annual  intereft  or  fums 
paid  for  the  lame  ;  and  the  faid  account  was  accord- 
ingly prefented  on  the  16th  of  the  fame  month,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  to  be  perufed  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  houfe.  By  comparing  this  with  the  an- 
nual produce  of  the  finking  fund,  we  may  fee  how 
long  a  time  muft  intervene  before  all  our  debts  are 
paid  off,  even  tho*  the  whole  annual  produce  of  the 
finking  fund  fhould  be  in  the  mod  facred  and  reli- 
gious manner  applied  to  the  paying  off  our  old  debts, 
and  to  no  other  ufe  •,  but  as  it  feems  of  late  to  have 
been  impofllble  for  us  to  raife  within  the  year  the 
fupplies  necefiary  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  ;  and  as 
it  is  not  to  be  prefumed,  but  that  this  nation,  like 
every  other  nation,  will  every  now  and  then  be  en- 
gaged in  fome  extraordinary  expence,  by  the  means 
of  the  broils,  or  perhaps,  open  wars  we  may  have 
with  fome  of  our  neighbours,  it  is  mofl  juftly  to  be 
apprehended  that  we  fhall  not  get  our  felves  quite 
free  of  all  public  debts,  perhaps  for  ages  to  come. 

Motion  for      For  this  reafon,    among   others,    a  motion  was 

^ieSnSwkh!n  made  on   the   fiid  2d  day  of  February,    by  Samuel 

the  year.      Sandys,  Efq-,  and  feconded  by  Sir  John  Barnard*  for 

the   houfe  to  refolve,    '  That  they  would  raife  the 

*  fupplies  neceffary  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing 

*  year,  within  the  year.5  Which- motion  brought  on 
a  debate,  in  which  the  arguments  for  the  motion 
were  in  fubftance  as  follows,  viz. 

Arguments       *  Sir,  every  man  is  now,    I  believe,    convinced, 
for  the  mo-  <  that  tfje  great  ]oac|  0f  debt;  we  groan  under,    is  a 

1  mofl  heavy  clog  upon  all  our  public  meafures,  and 

*  will  certainly,    while  it  continues,  prevent  its  be- 

2  c  ing 
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c  ing  in  onr  power  to  adl,  upon  any  occafion,  with 
c  that  vigour  we  ought,  cither  in  vindication  of  the 
c  honour  and  intereft  of  this  nation,  or  in  defence  of 

*  our  allies :  This,  of  itfelf  is  a  mod  terrible  mif- 
c  fortune  -,  but  what  dill  adds  to  the  misfortune,  is, 

*  that  thefe  our  unlucky  circumdances  are  well  known 
c  to  all  our  neighbours,  which  is,  I  believe,  theprin- 

*  cipal  caufe  of  our  having  fo  little  influence  upon 
c  the  councils  of  other  nations,  as  we  appear  to  have 
c  had  for  fome  years  pad  ;  and  while  this  load  con- 
6  tinues  upon  us,  wc  may  expect  not  only  to  have 
c  no  influence  upon  the  councils  of  foreign  nations, 

*  but  to  be  infulted  and  plundered  by  them,  as  often 
e  as  they  can  find  the  lead  pretence  for  fo  doing: 
fi  In  fuch  circumdances,  therefore,  it  is  one  of  the 
c  mod  pernicious  things  we  can  do,  to  run  the  na- 
c  tion  any  farther  in  debt  by  creating  new  funds,  or 
«  to  pervert  that  fund  which  was  long  fince  appro- 
'  priated,  and  ought  to  be  mod  religioufly  applied 
c  to  the  extinguifhing   yearly  a  part  of  that  debt, 

*  which  was  contracted  before  the  year  1 7  1 6  ;  for 
'  if  we  fhould  do  fo  in  time  of  peace,  it  will  con- 

*  vince  every  one  of  our  neighbours,  that  it  would 
<  be  impoffible  for  us  to  fupport  an  expenfive  war, 

*  which  will,  of  courfe,  render  us  contemptible  in 
8  the  eyes  of  all  foreign  nations. 

■  Thus,    Sir,    with  refpecl  to  our  foreign  affairs, 
4  the  running  the  nation  into  any  new  debt,  or  per- 

*  verting  that  fund  which  is  appropriated  to  the  clear- 

*  ing  off  our  old  mortgages,    mud  be  of  very  bad 

*  confequence ;  and,  with  refpect  to  our  domedic 
1  affairs,  the  confequences  of  purfuing  any  fuch  mca- 
c  fures,  are  fully  as  pernicious ;  for  every  new  morr- 

*  gage  we  make,  becomes  a  fort  of  proper  buttrefs, 

*  for  fupporting  and  keeping  up  the  intered  payable 
c  upon  the  former ;  whereas  we  ought  to  ufe  all  pof- 
c  fible  means  to  reduce  that  intered,  riot  only  for  the 
c  encouragement  of  trade  and  commerce  among  usa 
c  but  in  order  to  increafe  the  finking  fund,    wnich 

'   would 
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4  would,  of  courfe,  enable  us  to  pay  off  all  our  old 

4  debts  much  fooner  than  it  will  otherwife  be  pof- 

4  fible  for  us  to  do:   Nay,  I  am  almoft  certain,  that 

J  if  no  new  debts  had  been  contracted  fince  the  year 

*  1 7 16,  nor  any  part  of  the  finking  fund  converted 
j  to  other  ufes  than  it  was  originally  defigned  for,  the 

*  intereft  upon  all  our  funds  would  have  been  long 
4  fince  reduced  to  3  per  cent,   and   a  much  greater 

*  part  of  our  old  debt  would  have  been  paid  off, 
4  by  which  we  would  have  been  enabled  to  have 

*  taken  off  fome  of  thofe  heavy  taxes,  under  which 
4  the  poor  labourers  and  manufacturers  have  groaned 

*  for  fo  many  years. 

*  The  loading  of  pofterity  with  new  debts,  in  or- 

*  der  to  give  a  little  eafe  to  the  prefent  generation, 

*  may  perhaps,  Sir,  be  a  good  temporary  expedient 
4  for  a  minifter,  and  may  prevent  the  people's  being 

*  fenfible  of,  or  making  too  particular  an  inquiry 
4  into  that  expence  which  his  meafures  have  brought 
4  upon  them,  but  it  is  a  mod  pernicious  expe- 
4  dient,  both  for  the  royal  family  and  for  the  na- 
4  tion  in  general ;  for  when  any  fum  of  money  is 
4  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  by  con- 
4  trading  a  new  debt,  and  creating  a  new  fund  for 
4  the  payment  of  that  debt,  it  is  fubjecting  the  na- 
4  tion  to  pay  at  leaft  double  that  fum  at  laft  ;  be- 
4  caufe,  in  every  fuch  cafe,  the  nation  is  obliged  to 
4  pay  intereft  for  the  money  raifed,  and  the  expences 
4  of  collecting  and  management,  for  many  years, 
4  befides  paying  the  principal  at  laft  :  This  fhews  the 
4  lofs  the  nation  fuftains  by  the  contracting  of  any 
4  debt  tor  the  current  fervice  ;  and  by  a  long  conti- 
4  nuation  of  fuch  meafures,  the  people  may  come  to 
4  be  fo  loaded  with  taxes,  and  all  thofe  taxes  fo  much 
4  engaged,  h,r  the  payment  of  former  mortgages,  that 
4  it  may  become  iiupoffible  for  his  Majefty,  or  fome 
4  of  his  fucceifors,  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  the 
4  nation,  or  protect  the  people  from  being  infulted 
4  by  their  neighbours,    without  loading  them  with 

4  heavier 
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1  heavier  taxes  than  that  they  are  able  to  bear  *,  which 

w  may,    very  probably,    raife  a  general  di  fa  fleet  ion 

<  againfr.  our  prefent  happy  eUablifhment  ;  and  may 

1  be  of  the  mod  dangerous  confequence  even  to  the 

'  public  creditors  themfelves  i  lor  if  ever  we  fhould 

fc  be  reduced  to  fuch  unlucky  circumftances,  as  that 

4  either  the  nation  mutt  be  ruined,  or  the  public  cre- 

*  ditors  left  unpaid,  it  is  eafy  to  lee  which  fide  of 
€  the  dilemma  would  be  chofen. 

1  I  have  always,  Sir,  been  of  opinion,  that  the 
4  proper  method  to  prevent  our  running  in  debt,  is, 
6  to  diminifh  our  yearly  expence  >  but  as  the  num- 
'  ber  of  our  forces,  both  by  fea  and  land,  for  the 
'  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  has  already  been  agreed 
8  to  by  this  houfe,  I  cannot  now  propofe  any  dimi- 

*  nution  of  our  expence  for  this  enfuing  year ;  wc 
'  have  already  granted  a  great  part  of  the  fupplies 
8  deemed  neceffary  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing 
«  year  ;  and  we  are,  according  to  order,  to  go  this 

*  day  into  a  committee  of  ways  and  means,  for  raif- 
c  ing  thofe  fupplies :    What  methods  may  then  be 

*  propofed  for  that  purpofe  I  do  not  know ;  but  as 
4  I  am  of  opinion,  that  no  conficleration  ought  to 
4  prevail  with  us  to  contract  any  new  debt,  or  to 
4  pervert  that  fund,  which  (lands  appropriated  for 
4  the  payment  of  the  old,    I  fhall  take  the  liberty 

*  to  make  you  a  motion,  which  I  hope  the  houfe 
■  will  agree  to ;  for  if  it  fhould  appear  that  our 
4  ufual  funds  cannot  anfwer  the  fervices  we  have  al- 
4  ready  agreed  to,  I  think  it  will  be  better  to  lay 
4  fome.new  taxes  upon  the  luxuries  of  life,  than  to 
4  create  new  funds ;  becaufe  by  creating  new  funds, 
4   in  Head  of  laying  taxes  upon  luxury,  it  raay  be  juft- 

*  ly  faid,    that  we  run  the  hazard  of  reducing  our 

*  pofterity  to  the  want  even  of  the  necefTaries  of  life, 

*  in  order  that  we  ourfelves  may  have  an  opportu- 
4  nity  of  living  in  affluence,  luxury,  and  wanton- 
4  nefs  •,  for  this  reafon,  Sir,  before  we  go  into  the 
4  committee  of  ways  and  means,  I  fhall  take  the  li- 

X  4  berty 
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4  berty  to  make  you  this  motion,  &c.9  (as  above- 
mentioned.) 

The  anfwer  was  to  this  effect,   viz. 

Anfwcr.  *  Sir,    if  the  queftion  now  before  us  depended 

*  folely  upon  the  influence  this  nation  has  at  prefent 
4  in  the  councils  of  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  or 
4  upon  the  regard  our  neighbours  have  fhewn  to  this 
4  nation,  in  all  their  meafures  for  feveral  years  paft, 
4  a  very  few  words  would  be  fufficient  to  fhew,  that 
4  we  ought  not  to  come  to  any  fuch  refolution,    as 

*  the  honourable  gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  pro- 
4  pofe  ;   for  it  is  certain,  that  we  never  had  a  greater 

*  influence,    than  we  have  at  prefent  in  every  court 

*  of  Europe,  and  that  influence  is  founded  upon  the 
4  ftrongeft  reafon  •,  becaule  our  neighbours  all  know 
4  very  well,  that  we  have  now  two  funds,  which 
4  will  be  fufficient  for  fupporting  any  war  we  may 
4  be  engaged  in,  and  which  we  can  upon  any  fuch 
4  occafion  make  ufe  of,  without  over-loading  the 
4  fubjecl:,  or  raifing  any  difaffection  or  difcontent  in 
4  the  nation :  The  funds  I  mean,  are  the  land-rax 
4  and  the  finking  fund  ;  for  tho'  our  landed  gentle- 
4  men  would  perhaps  think  it  hard  to  be  obliged  to 
4  pay  four,  millings  in  the  pound  land-tax,  during  a 
4  time  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  yet  they  would  not 
4  certainly  grudge  that  tax,  if  they  law  the  nation 
4  neceffarily  involved  in  a  war ;  and  tho'  the  finking 
4  fund,  which  now  brings  in  a  great  fum  of  money 
c  yearly,  is  to  be  applied  in  the  moil  religious  man- 
4  ner,  to  the  payment  of  our  old  debts ;  yet,  in  cafe 
4  of  a  war,  I  believe  no  gentleman  will  fay,  but  that 
4  it  would  be  proper  to  fufpend  any  fuch  payments 
1  during  the  war,  efpecially  as  none  of  the  public 
4  creditors  are  defirous  of  having  their  money,  and 
4  to  apply  that  fund  towards  fupporting  the  war ; 
4  fo  that  it  may  be  faid,  and  our  neighbours  know 
4  extremely  well,  that  we  have  a  revenue  of  above 

2  4  two 
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4  two  millions,  befides  our  ufual  fupplies,  which  we 
1  may  raife  and  convert  towards  fupporring  a  war, 
■  and  that  without  laying  any  new  or  extraordinary 
i   tax  upon  our  people. 

«  I  (hall  admit,  Sir,  that  the  finking  fund  would 
'  be  a  gainer,  by  the  reduction  of  the  intereft  pay* 
4  able  upon  the  old  funds,    and  I   mall  likewife  ad~ 

*  mit,  that  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  nation, 
«•  to  have  the  finking  fund  increafed  •,  but  I  very 
'  much  qudlion,  if  it  would   be  poflible  to  reduce 

*  the  intereft.  payable  upon  our  old  funds,  lower  than 

*  it  is  at  preient,    even  tho*  we  fhould  never  at  any 

<  time  hereafter  contract  one  (hilling  of  new  debt : 
«  I  have  indeed  heard  of  a  great  many  projects  for 

<  that  purpofe  ;  and  fome  of  thofe  projects  have  ap- 

*  peared  pretty  well  in  theory,  but  when  they  came 

<  to  be  ftrictly  examined,  it  has  always  been  found, 
«  that  they  would  not  do  in  practice,  and  therefore 
'  they  have  been  kid  afide :    Befides,  Sir,  I  am  of 

*  opinion,  that  it  would  be  an  experiment  of  the 
6  mod  dangerous  conference,  to  endeavour  to   re~ 

*  duce  the  intereft  payable  upon  our  old  funds,  lower 
c  than  it  is  at  prefent  \  becaufe  it  would  probably  in- 
e  duce  all  foreigners,  to  draw  their  money  all  at  once 
6  out  of  our  public  funds,    which   would  of  courfe 

*  bring  our  public  credit  into  great  diftrefs,  and  would 
'  drain  us  of  all  the  ready  fpecie  now  circulating  in 
c  the  nation  -,  and  if  the  public  credit  of  the  nation 

*  mould  be  once  brought  into  any  great  diflrefs* 
6  even  mod  of  our  own  people  would  certainly  take 
'  the  alarm,  which  would  run  it  fo  low,  that  ths: 
'  refloring  of  it  would  become  impracticable. 

6  Another  confederation,  Sir,  of  great  weight  with 

e  me,  is,  That  we  cannot  well  reduce  the  intereft 

*  upon  our  public  funds  any  lower  than  it  is  at  pre- 
8  fent,  without  reducing  at  the  fame  time  the  intereft 
1  of  money  in  general  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  the  re- 
€  ducing  the  intereft  of  money  in  general, to  a  lower 

*  rate  than  what  it  is  at  prefent,  would  bring  great 

X  2  ■  diffi* 
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difficulties  upon  all  ranks  of  men  in  the  kingdom. 
With  refpect  to  the  public  creditors,  the  difficulties 
they  would  be  reduced  to,    are  apparent  *,    for  the 
third  part  of  their  yearly  income  has  already  been 
taken  from  them,  by  the  reductions  already  made  j 
and  if  a  farther  reduction  of  one  per  cent,  mould 
be  made,  they  would   then   have  but  one  half  of 
that  revenue,    which  they  fuppofed  they  were  to 
have  when  they  firft  lent  their  money  to  the  public  •, 
fo  that  they  would  be  obliged  to  reduce  themfelves 
to  live  upon  one  half  of  what  they  at  firft  propof- 
ed,  and  every  one  knows  how  difficult  it  is  to  do 
fo,   efpecially  confidering,   that  all  forts  of  provi- 
fions  are  dearer  than  they  formerly  were. 
c  Then  with  refpect  to  the  landed  gentlemen,  the 
reducing  of  intereft  fo  low,    would  certainly  be  a 
great  hardihip  upon  them,  for  they  would  be  obli- 
ged to  give  each  of  their   younger  children,    at 
leaft  5  or  6000/.  whereas  when  intereft  is  at  5  or 
6  per  cent,  one  half  of  that  fum  will  enable  them 
to  live  in  a  handfomeand  genteel  manner  ;  fo  that 
the  reducing  of  intereft  fo  low,  would  lay  all  our 
landed    gentlemen    under  a    necefiity  of    ruining 
their  eftates,  or  at  leaft  of  mortgaging  them  very 
deeply,    in  order  to  provide  for   their  younger 
children. 

c  And  laftly,  Sir,  with  refpect  to  the  trading  part 
of  the  nation  ;    it  is  very  well  known,  that  every 
branch  of  trade  in  the  kingdom  is  already  fo  over- 
flocked,  that  it  is  almolt  impoftible  for  one  half 
of  our  tradefmen  to  live  by  their  bufmefs  -,  and  a 
farther  reduction  of  intereft  would  drive  fo  many 
men  into  trade,    that  no   man  could  propofe   to 
live  by  any  trade  he  could  engage  in. 
c  Even  our  borrowers  of  money,  Sir,  or  gentle- 
men who  owe  any  money  at  intereft,    would  be 
reduced  to  great  difficulties ;  for  the  profit  to  be  got 
1  by  lending  money,    or  by  leaving  money  in  any 
;  man's  hand  at  intereft,  would  be  fo  fmall,  that  no 
1  «  man 
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man    would   think  oi  employing,  or   leaving  his 
money  employed,  in  that  way  j  phis  would  of  courfe 
bring  a  general  demand  upon  all  thole  in  jphe  king- 
dom,  who  owe  any  money  at  interelt,  and    at  the 
lame  time,   would  render  ic  jmpoffible  lor  them  to 
find  any  money. for  anfweriog  that  demand.  From 
all  which,   I  think  it  plainly  appears,  to  be  incon- 
fiftcnt    with  the  public   good  of  the    nation,  and 
with  the  private  good  of  every  particular  man   in 
the  nation,  to  reduce  the  intereil  payable  upon  our 
public  funds,  lower  than  ic  is  at  prefent. 
'  Whatever  may  be  the  confequence  with  refpect 
to  minifhrs,    I  am  very  certain,   Sir,    it  would  be 
an  expedient  of  very   bad   confequence,   with  ref- 
pect  to  his   prefent  Majefty,  to  load   his  people 
with  taxes  which  they  may  think  unnecefiary  •,  for 
the  people  will  always  pay  voluntarily  and   freely 
fuch  taxes,   as  they  think  are   abfolutely  neccfTary 
for  the  fupport  of  the  nation  •,    but  it  will  always 
raife  difaflec'tion  to  the*  King  upon  the  throne,  to 
load  the  people  with  taxes,   which  they  think  un- 
necefiary at  the  time  they  are  laid  on.     It   is   for 
this  reafon,  that  in   time    of  war,   a   government 
may  venture  to  fubjedb  the  people  to  taxes,  which 
would  raife  terrible  complaints  and  murmurings,  if 
they  mould  be  railed  in   time  of  peace  -,    and  for 
the  fame  reafon,   I  am  of  opinion,  that   we  ought 
rather  to  convert  a  part  of  the  finking  fund  to   the 
current  fervice  of  the  year,   than    to   rncreafe  any 
of  our  old  taxes,  or  load  the  people  with  any  new  ; 
for  as  there  is  at  prefent  no  demand  for  paying  off 
any  of  our  old  debts,  as  none  of  the  public  credi- 
tors defire  to  have  their  money,  I  am  convinced, 
the  generality  of  the  people   would  think  it  very 
unnecefiary,  to  load  them  with  any  new  or  addi- 
tional tax,  when  they  know  we  have  fuch  a  fund, 
to  which  we  may  have  recourfe  for  what  may  be 
wanted,  for  making  good  the  current  fervice  of 
X  3  'the 
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f  the  vear  ;  and  therefore,  we  may  prefume,  that  the 
4  loading  of  them  at  prefent,  with  any  new  or  ad- 

*  ditional  tax,  would  raife  a  general  difaffectior*  to 
c  his  prefent  Majefty's  perfon  and  government,   and 

*  would  confequently  be  a  moft  pernicious  expedient 
c  for  his  Ma  jelly  and  his  illuftrious  family. 

*  It  has  been  laid,  that  by  contracting  a  new  debr, 

*  and  creating  a  new  fund  for  the  current  fervice  of 

*  the  year,  the  nation  comes  at  lad  to  be  loaded 
'  with  double  the  fum  fo  railed,  by  means  of  the  in- 
-  tereft  and  expences  of  management,  which  they  are 
4  obliged  to  pay  yearly  till  the  principal  be  paid  off  5 

*  but  I  cannot  admit  of  the  juftnefs  of  this  calcula- 
,v  tion  ;  for,  with  refpect  to  the  expences  of  manage - 
i  merit,  it  is  we'll  known,  that  no  new  debt  we  have 

*  lately  contracted,  or  can  hereafter  contract,  has  oc- 
cafioned,  or  can  ocean  on  any  great  new  expence  ; 

*  becaufe  the  fund  for  paying  off  that  debt  has  al- 

*  ways  been  committed  to  the  offices  already  erected, 

*  (o  that  it  has  occafioned  no  additional  expence  to 
r  the  nation,  but  that  of  adding  perhaps  two  or  three 
'  under-clerks,  to  feme  of  the  offices  before  efta- 
:  blifhed  :  And  as  to  th^  intereft  paid  yearly  by  the 

nation,  does  not  every  private  man  fave  that  inte- 
fc  reft  yearly,  Or  make  as  much  by  the  mare,  which 
■   he  rhuft  have  contributed  to  that  principal  fum,  in 

*  Cafe  it  had  been  railed  within  the  year:  '  If  every 
4  man  in  the  nation  mould  be  obliged  this  year  to 
4  contribute  ten  millings  towards  the  current  fervice 
l:  of  the  year,  does  not  he  lofe  the  intereft  of  that 

*  ten  millings  for  all  years  to  come  ;  and  if  by  bor- 
f"  rowing  a  fum  of  money  upon  the  public  credit  at 

*  3  or  4  per  cent,  that  ten  (hillings  mould  be  left 
?  in  every  private  man's  pocket  5  may  he  not  make 
c  every  year  5  fer'cetit.  of  that  money  fo  left  in  his 

*  pocket }  From  whence  it  muft  be  granted,  that 
c  the  contracting  nf  a  new    debt  at  a  low   intereft," 

*  feftfcad  of  raffing  the  money  within  the  year,  is 

4  an 
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an  advantage  rather  than  a  lofs  to  the  nation  in 


general. 


As  the  forces  ncceffary  for  the  Service  of  the 
enfuing  year  both  by  fea  an  J  land,  have  been  al- 
ready agreed  to,  thofe  forces  mult  now  be  provi- 
ded for  fotne  way  or  orher  ;  and  if  the  ufual  taxes 
(hall  be  found  not  Sufficient  for  that  purpofe,  every 
one  knows  we  have  but  three  ways  to  make  good 
that  deficiency  :  We  mult  make  it  good  either  by 
increafmg  fome  of  our  old  taxes,  or  by  laying  on 
lb  me  new  taxes,  or  otherwife  by  taking  fo  much 
from  the  finking  fund,  as  will  make  good  that 
deficiency,  or  as  will  make  a  fund  for  raifinga  fum 
fufneient  to  make  good  that  deficiency  :  As  for 
the  fir  ft  method,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  none  of  our 
old  taxes  will  admit  of  any  incrcafe,  except  the 
land-tax  ;  and,  confidering  the  heavy  load  that  has 
for  fo  many  years  lain  upon  the  landed  gentlemen 
of  this  kingdom,  I  muft  lay,  I  am  really  furpriz- 
ed,  that  they  have  fo  long  allowed  thcmfelves  to  be 
fo  loaded  and  oppreffed    by   the  trading   intereft  •, 

•therefore  for  the  fake  of  prudence,  as  well  as  juf- 
tice,  we  ought  not  to  think  of  increafing  the  land- 
tax  ;  and  1  hope,  in  all  our  future  meafures,  we 
will  take  care  to  impofe  fach  taxes,  as  may  fall 
with  an  equal  weight  upon  all  fubjicls,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  yearly  revenues  or  profits,  whether 
thofe  yearly  revenues  or  profits  proceed  from  land, 
trade,  or  money. 

*  With  refpecl  to  the  fecond  method,  Sir,  I  muft 
fay,  that  I  wifh  with  all  my  heart,  that  feveral  of 
the  luxuries  which  have  been  lately  introduced,  or 
very  much  increafed,  were  taxed,  or  much  more 
heavily  taxed  than  they  are  at  prefent ;  but  I  am 
opinion,  that  it  is  a  dangerous  experiment  to 
lay  on  any  new  tax,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
even  upon  the  luxuries  of  life  ;  efpecially  as  it  is 
generally  known,  that  we  have   another  fund  to 

*  which  we  may  have  recourfc,  without  injuring  in, 

X  4  '  the 
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4  the  lead,  the  public  credit  of  the  nation,  or  laying 
c  any  additional  load  upon  any   rank  or  degree  of 

*  our  people :  And  if  we  fhould  venture  upon  any 

*  fuch  meafure,  I  am  of  opinion,  it  would  not  be 
4  proper  to  make  ufe  of  any  fuch  tax,  for  the  cur- 
4  rent  fervice  of  the  year ;  becaufe  it  is  impoffible 
4  to  guefs,  how  much  the  produce  of  a  new  tax 
4  will  amount  to,  and  I  cannot  think  it  would  be 
4  right,  to  appropriate  an  uncertain  produce  for  the 
4  payment  of  a  certain  fum  ;  for  it  is  well  known, 
4  that  a  great  part  of  the  debts  we  are  now  loaded 
4  with,  and  of  which  fome  gentlemen  take  all  occa- 
4  fions  to  complain  in  the  mod  grievous  manner, 
4  were  occafioned  by  that  very  method  of  laying  on 

*  a  new  tax,  the  produce  of  which  mud  always  be 
c  uncertain,  and  appropriating  that  uncertain  produce 
c  towards  the  payment  of  a  certain  fum  ;  therefore, 

*  if  gentlemen  have  a  mind  to  lay  any  new  taxes 
4  upon  the  luxuries  of  life,  I  fhall  not  be  againfl  it ; 
4  but  I  hope  they  will  order  the  whole  produce  to 
4  remain' in  the  Exchequer,  in  order  to  attend  the  fu- 
4  ture  difpofition  of  Parliament ;  for  before  next 
c  fefiion,  the  amount  of  .the  produce  of  fuch  new 

*  tax  will  be  known,  or  may  be  nearly  guefTed  at, 
c  and  then  it  may  fafely  be  appropriated  to  the  cur- 
4  rent  fervice  of  the  then  enfuing  year-;  or  may  be 
4  made  a  fund  for  anfwering  the  current  fervice  of 
4  that  year. 

4  Whether  the  ufual  taxes  will  be  fufficient  to  an- 
4  fwer  the  fervices  already  voted,  and  the  other  fer- 
4  vices  that  may  be  thought  neceflary  for  the  enfuing 
c  year,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  determine;  but  if  they 
4  are  riot,  I  think  it  is  plain,  that  we  muft  have  re- 
4  courfe  to  the  finking  fund,  as  the  moft  proper 
4  method  of  providing  for  any  deficiency  :  How- 
4  ever,  we  are  not  at  prefent  to  determine  this  quef- 
4  tion  abfolutely  ;  when  gentlemen  begin  to  coniider 
.4  of  ways  and  means,  for  raifing  the  fums  neceflary 
4  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  they  ojjght,  and 

4  they 
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*  they  certainly  will,  agree  to  raife  them  in  that 
c  manner,  which  (hall  appear  to  be  the  leaic  burden- 
4  fome  to  the  people ;  andchei  [thinks  it  would 
c  be  veTy  wrong  in  us  to  re  drain  ourlelves  in  the 
'  mannti  fed  by  the  motion  now  be  fore  us  •, 
6  but  that  we  may  be  left  altogether  free  to  do  in 
c  this  refpsclj  what  we  may  think  proper,  when  we 
4  go  into  the  committee  or' ways  and  means,  I  mall 
4  propofe  that  the  previous  quellion  may  be  pur, 
4  with  regard  to  the  quetlion  now  before  us.' 

To  this   it  was  replied   in   fubftance  as  follows, 
Vtx* 

4  It  has  been  often  obferved,  Sir,   That  new  mea-  Rtpiy- 

4  lures  mult  always  be  fup ported  by  new  doctrines, 

4  and  it  may  as  juitly  be  obferved,  that  wrong  mea- 

4  fures  maft  be  uippoitcd  by  wrong  or  falfe  doctrines. 

4  This  is  the  cafe,   with  refpect  to  the  queflion  now 

4  before  us.     The  doctrines  that  have  been  ad van - 

*  ced  in  favcur  of  that  meafure,  againft  which  the 
4  prefent  qneftion  is  intended,  are  all  fo  falfe  and  de- 
c  ceitful,  that  the  neceiTity  of  having  recourfe  to 
8  filch  doctrines,   is  a  plain  proof,  that  the  meafure 

*  muft  be  wrong.  What  influence  our  minifters 
4  may  think  they  have  in  the  councils  of  foreign 
4  powers,  I  fhail  no:  pretend  to  determine  *,  but  I 
4  am  fure  it  does  not  appear,  that  we  have  any  great 

*  influence,  either  from  the  advantages  that  have 
4  been  lately  obtained  in  favour   of  this  nation,  or 

*  from  the  late  behaviour  of  feme  of  our  neighbours. 
1  towards  our  allies.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  faid,  that 
4  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid  had  any  great  re- 

*  gard  for  us,  when  they  concluded  that  treaty  of 
4  Vienna,  which  produced  the  treaty  of  Hanover, 
4  and  made  fuch  a  buftle  in  Europe  ;  and  I  am  fure 
4  it  cannot  be  faid,  that  the  courts  of  Paris,  Madrid, 
4  and  Turin,  fhewed  any  great  regard  to  us,  when 
4  they  made  that  private   alliance,  by  which  they 

4  parcelled 
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«  parcelled  out  among  them,  our  ally,  the  Empe- 

*  ror's  dominions  in  -It sly  ♦,  nor  can  it,  I  think,  be 

*  faid,  that  the   Emperor  placed  any  great  confi- 

*  dence  in  our  afliftance,  when,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
c  peace,  he  agreed  to  yield  up  to  France  the  whole 
g  dutchy  of  Lorrain. 

c  I  have  not  the  honour,  Sir,  to  be  in  the  fecret 
c  of  affairs,  therefore,  I  Hiuft  judge  from  public  ap- 
'  pearances,  and  from  them  it  is  to  me  evident,  that 
6  our  influence  has  of  late  greatly  decayed,  and  will 

I  am  afraid,  decay  more  and   more :   Foreigners, 

*  Sir,  know  our  circumftances  better  than  we  feem 
to  do  ourfelves :  They  know  that  now,  after  a 
term  of  twenty  years  peace,  our  public  debts  are 
very  near  as  great,  and  our  circumftances  as  bad, 

*  as  they  were  at  the  end  of  the  laft  war:  They 
know,  that  by  a  land  tax  of  two  (hillings  in  the 
pound,  we  cannot  provide  for  the  yearly  iupplies 

4  we  think  necefiary,  even  in  time  of  peace,  with- 

*  out  running  ourfelves  into  fome  new  debt,  to  the 
4  amount  of  5  or  600,000/.  yearly,  or  taking  fo 
4  much  from  the  finking  fund  ;  and  they  know  that 

*  as  the  finking  fund  we  now  have,  arifcs  wholly 

*  from   our  .confumptions  being  much  greater  in 

*  tim?  of  peace,  than  in  time  of  war,  the  greateft 
4  part  of  it  would  be  annihilated,  in  cafe  we  mould 
c  engage  in  a  war  ;  from  all  which,  every  foreigner 

*  mud  conclude,  and  I  fhould  think  every  Englijh- 
4  man  too,  that,  with  four  millings  in  the  pound 
f  land-tax,  we  could  not  raife  500,000/,  a  year, 
c  more  than  has  been  found  necefiary  for  fupporting 
6  our  government  in  time  of  peace  -,  and  that  there- 

*  fore  we  could  not  fupport  a  war  without  loading 
4  the  people  with  a  great  many  new  and  unheard  of 
4  taxes,  or  greatly   increafmg  thofe  we  now  have  •, 

*  neither  of  which,  I  am  afraid  our  people  would 
?  patiently  fubmic  to,     . 

4  Now3 
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4  Now,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  confidcr  a  little 
*  thofe  extraordinary  doctrines  I  have  heard  advan- 
4  ced,  tor  the  fupport  of  that  meafure,  which  the 
4  oppofing  of  this  queftion  ieems  to  point  at  j  and 
c  indeed,  to  me  they  feem  to  be  of  the  moft  extra- 
c  ordinary  kind:  In  the  fir  ft  place,  we  are  told,  that 
4  it  would  not  be  pofllblc  for  us,  to  reduce  the  inte- 
4  reft  payable  upon  our  old  debts,  even  tho'we  mould 
4  never  contract  any  new  debt:  This,  Sir,  is  con- 
1  trary  to  one  of  the  molt  eftablifhed  maxims,  which 
c  is,  That  the  natural  intereft  of  money  mud  always 
4  depend  upon  the  proportion  there  is  in  any  parti- 
4  cular  country,  between  the  demand  for  borrowing 
c  money  at  intereft,  and  the  demand  for  lending 
4  money  at  intereft  •,  for  as  we  have  a  finking  fund 
1  capable  of  paying  off  a  very  large  fum  yearly, 
4  if  we  never  perverted  any  part  of  that  fund 
4  which  is  always  the  fame  with  contracting  a  new 
c  debt,  we  fhould  be  every  year  diminifhing  the 
4  demand  for  borrowing,  and  increafing  the  demand 
4  for  lending  ;  fo  that  the  natural  intereft  of  money, 
4  would  naturally  and  neceflarily  of  itfelf  decreafe, 
4  without  any  projects  for  that  purpofe. 

4  This  I  lay,  Sir,  would  of  courfe  happen  in  a 
4  few  years ;  but  even  at  prefent,  and  as  things  now 
4  (land,  if  no  new  debt  were  to  be  contracted,  I  do 
4  not  know  but  methods  might  be  found  for  redu- 
4  cing  immediately  the  intereft  payable  upon  all  our 
'  funds,  to  three  and  a  half,  perhaps  to  3  per  cent. 
4  what  thefe  methods  may  be,  I  fhall  not  take  upon 
c  me  to  mention,  becaufe  fome  gentlemen  feem  re- 
4  folved,  that  no  propofition  mail  be  received,  ex- 
4  cept  thofe  offered  by  themfelves,  or  fome  of  their 
4  friends.  And  to  frighten  us  from  any  fiich  pro- 
4  jecls,  we  are  told,,  that  foreigners  would,    in  fuch 

*  cafe  draw  the  money  out  all   at  once,   and  drain 

*  us  o\  all  the  current  fpecie  in  the  kingdom ;  but 
s  to  thofe  who  underftand  the  circumftances  of  Eu- 

*  rope ,   and  are  apprifed  of  the  lownefs  of  intereft 

1  4  in 
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*  in  fome   countries,  and  the  precarioufnefs  of  the 

*  fecurity  in  others,  this  muft  appear  to  be  a  meer 

*  bugbear. 

c  Befides,   Sir,    the  thing  would  either  be  in  irfelf 

*  impoffible,  or  it  is  an  event  we  have  no  occafion  to 

*  be  afraid  of;  for  if  foreigners  fhould  all  at  once 
c  refolve  to  fell  out,   it  would  either  run  the  price  of 

*  all  our  funds,  a  great  deal  below  par,  or  it  would 

*  not;  if  it  did,  they  would  be  obliged  to  fufpend 
6  their  refolution,  and  take  3  per  cent,  rather. than 
'  fell  out  ico/.  flock  for  80  or  90/.  in  ready  money  ; 
c  and  if  their  felling  out  did  not  run   the  price  of 

*  our  flocks  below  par,  we  can  have  no  occafion  to 
c  be  afraid  of  any  fuch  refolution  ;  becaufe  their  fell- 
c  ing  out  could  not  ruin  our  public  credit,  and  the 
4  ready  fpecie  they  could  carry  out,  would  foon  be 
c  replaced  by  the  general  balance  of  our  trade,  if 
«  we  had  no  intereft  to  pay  yearly  to  them;  for  it 
4  has  been  for  many  years,  and  while  it  continues, 
c  it  mufl  always  be  a  terrible  drawback  upon  our 
c  general  balance  of  trade,  to  have  a  fum  of  4  or 
6  500,000  /.  lent  yearly  out  of  the  nation,  in  order 
c  to  pay  the  interefl  due  to  them,  every  farthing  of 
c  which,  is  intirely  loft  to  this  nation  ;  becaufe  the 
'  whole  is  fpent  by  them  in  their  own  countries,  or 
'  converted  into  principal  here,  in  order  to  increafe 
1  their  future  yearly  demand. 

*  Another  doctrine,  or  rather  paradox,  advanced 
1  againfl  the  queflion  now-  before  us,  is,  That  the 
c  reducing  the  intereft  of  money  in  general,  would 
c  bring  great  difficulties  upon  all  ranks  of  men  in 
c  the  kingdom.  This,  Sir,  is  evidently  contrary  to 
c  another  eftablifhed  maxim,  which  is,  That  the 
c  lower  the  intereft  of  money  is  in  any  country,  the 

*  more  rich   and    flourifhing  it  muft  be  in  its  trade 

*  and  commerce:   I  fhall  grant,  that  it  would  dimi- 

*  nifh  the  revenue  of  our  public  creditors,  as  well  as 

*  of  all  other  money  lenders,  but  it  would  not  dimi- 

*  nifh  their  capital,  and  thofe  that  could  npt  live 

*  idly 
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4  idly  upon  the  intereft  of  their  money,  would  be 
!  obliged  to  betake  themlelves  to  trade,  or  to  fomc 
1  other  induftrious  employment,  which  might  be  an 
4  advantage  to  thetnfelves,  and  would  be  a  certain 
4  advantage  to  their  country.' 

«•  As  to  the  landed  gentlemen ,  I  am  fupri- 
«  zed,  Sir,  to  hear  it  laid,  that  the  reducing  of 
4  intereft  would  be  a  hardfhip  upon  them,  confi- 
4  during  how  many,  I  am  afraid  too  many,  of 
4  them  are,  like  their  country,  involved  in  debts 
4  and  mortgages.     On   the   contrary,    it  would  be 

*  a  great  advantage  to  every  landed  gentleman 
4  in  the  kingdom,  becaufe,  befides  reducing  the 
8  intereit  he  is  to  pay  for  the  debt  he  awes,  if  he 
'  has  any,  it  would  greatly  increafe  the  value  of  his 
1  lands,  as  well  as  of  all  the  lands  in  the  kingdom  ; 
4  and  as  for  his  younger  children,  he  would  be  un- 
4  der  no  neceiTity  to  give  them  any  greater  fortunes 

*  than  before  ;  but  if  he  were,  a  charge,  or  a  mort- 
4  gage  of  6000  /.  at  3  per  cent,  is  no  greater  burden 
1  upon  an  eftate,   than  a  charge  or  mortgage  of  half 

*  thatfum  at  6  per  cent,  intereft  •,  and  if  any  part  of 

*  the  eitate  were  to  be  fold,  for  the  raifing  of  that 
4  money,  as  the  price  of  lands  will  always  rife  in 
4  proportion  as  the  intereft  of  money  falls,  when  mo- 
4  ney  comes  to  be  at  3  per  cent,  intereft,  the  fame 

*  parcel  of  land  to  be  fold,  will  then  fetch  6000  /. 
4  which  would  have  fold  but  for  3000/.  when  money 
4  was  at  6  per  cent,  intereft.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
4  honourable  gentleman  means,  by  enabling  younger 
4  children  to  live  in  a  handfome  and  genteel  manner; 
c  I  fuppofe,  he  means  in  an  idle  and  extravagant 
4  manner  -,  and  the  fewer  there  are  of  iuch  perfons 
c  in  any  country,  I  am  lure  it  is  the  better  for  the 
c  country  ;  which  would  be  the  confequence  in  the 
1  prefent  cafe  ;  for  as  few  gentlemen  could  propofe, 
4  that  their  younger  children  fhould  live  upon  the 
1  intereft  of  the  fortunes  they  could  give  them,  they 

*  would  breed  them  all  up  to  fome  trade  or  bufi- 

4  nefs; 
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nefs  ;  fo  that,  inllead  of  a  great  number  of  idle, 
and  extravagant  gentlemen,  we  mould  have  a 
great  number  of  induftrious  and  frugal  tradef- 
men?  or  merchants ;  and  which  would  be  of 
moil  advantage  to  the  country,  is  very  eafy  to 
determine. 

c  It  is,  Sir,  a  very  great  miflake,  to  imagine  th2t 
there  can  be,  in  any  country,  too  great  a  number 
of  merchants  and  tradefmen,  or  that  any  forr  of 
trade,  which  defer ves  the  name,  can  be  over-ftock- 
ed :  The  trade  of  fhop- keeping,  or  any  other  fort 
of  bufinefs,  which  tends  to  fupport  the  luxury  or 
the  vanity  of  a  people,  may,  'tis  true,  be  over- 
flocked  ;  and  it  is  always  a  difad vantage  to  the 
people,  to  have  too  great  a  number  of  fuch  among 
them  ;  but  as  for  merchants,  manufacturers,  and 
mechanics,  there  can  never  be  too  great  a  number 
of  them  in  any  country  ;  becaufe  the  more  there 
are  of  them,  the  more  foreign  trade  the  nation  will 
have,  the  greater  its  exports  will  be,  and  the  more 
eafy  will  it  be  for  every  particular  man,  if  he  be 
induftrious  and  frugal,  to  provide  a  fupport  for 
himfelf  and  family  :  This  is  juftified,  by  experi- 
ence, in  all  countries,  and  in  all  times  ;  and  there- 
fore, among  the  many  other  misfortunes  attending 
our  public  funds,  this  may  be  reckoned  as  one, 
that  a  great  number  of  our  people  are  thereby  en- 
abled to  live  idly  upon  the  intereft  of  their  mo- 
ney, which  mud  neceffarily  diminifh.  the  num- 
ber of  our  merchants,  manufactures,  and  me- 
chanics. 

*  To  imagine,  Sir,  that  the  reducing  of  intereft 
,to  3  per  cent,  would  bring  any  diftrefs  upon  thofe 
who  have  occafion  for  money  at  intereft,  is  fome- 
thing  very  new  ;  for  the  more  trade  there  is  in  a 
country,  the  more  money  there  will  always  be  to 
be  lent  at  intereft  ;  and  thofe  who  have  more  mo- 
ney by  them  than  they  can  make  ufe  of  in  their 
trade,  will  always  lend  it  upon  good  fecurity,  even 

•  at 
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c  at  1  per  cent,  rather  than  run  the  rifque  of  keeping 
c  it  in  their  own  coffers:  But,  upon  this  occafion,  1 
1  cannot  omit  taking  notice,  that  in  this  refpecl  too, 
'  our  public  funds  are  of  great  detriment  to  the  trade 
c  and  private  credit  ol  the  nation,   becaufe  the  mo- 

*  nied  men  of  the  kingdom  have  fo  ready  a  way  of 
'  getting  an  intereft  tor  their  money,  by  means  of 
'  theft  funds,  that  they  never  think  of  lending  their 
1  money  to  private  men,   but  at  an  extravagant  in- 

*  terefl  or  premium  •,    by  which  means  our  private 

*  credit,  between  man  and  man,  is  very  much  Jcf- 
4  fened,  and  great  ilims  of  money  drawn  out  of 
'  trade,  which,  of  confequence,  mud  diminilh  the 
4  trade  of  the  nation,  and  is  therefore  a  very  ftrong 
c  argument  in  favour  of  the  queftion  now  before 
'  us. 

4   The,  people,  Sir,  never  grudge  the  contributing 
4  what  is  neceifary  for  the  fupport  of  their  govern- 

*  merit,  in  time  of  peace,  no  more  than  they  grudge 
4  what  is  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  their  govern- 

*  merit,  and  the  defence  of  their  country,  in  time  of 

*  war  :  The  only  thing  they  grudge,  is,  to  find  the 
1  nation  loaded  with  an  expence  that  is  not  neceffa- 
c  ry,  or  the  money  they  contribute  improperly  ap- 

■  plied  -,   and  though  the  perverting  of  the  finking 

*  fund,    or  running  the  nation  in  debt,  may  prevent 

*  the  people  of  the  prefent  generation  from  being 
c  fenfible  of  an  unneceffary  expence,  and  confequent- 

*  ly  may  prevent  their  inquiring  too  ftri&ly  into  that 

*  expence,  or  into  the  diipofal  of  the  public  money  ; 
c  yet  fuch  a  meafure  will  make  the  prefent  expence 

*  fall  with  double  weight  upon  their  pofterity  •,  and 
4  when  they  find  themfelves  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
4  heavy  new  taxes,  becaufe  all  the  old  (land  engaged 

*  for  the  payment  of  old  debts,  which  will  certainly 
c  be  the  cafe,  as  foon  as  the  nation  comes  to  be  en- 

*  gaged  in  any  war,  they  will  then  with  reafon  com- 
c  plain,  that  an  infupportable  load  has  been  thrown 

■  upon  them  for  the  fake  of  a  fmall  temporary  eafc 


*  giveo 
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c  given  to  their  anceftors.  This  may  very  probably 
'  raife  a  general  di  faffed  ion  to  the  prefent  eftablifh- 
c .  ment  •,  and  it  will  be  the  more  dangerous,  becaufe 
6  it  will  happen  at  a  time,  when  our  enemies  will  cer- 
c  tainly  be  in  earned   about  playing  the  Pretender 

5  upon  us.     This  confideration  muff,  in  my  opini- 

*  on,  have  great  weight  with  every  gentleman,  who 
has  a  fincere  regard  for  the  illuftrious  family  now 
upon  the  throne,  and  efpecially  for  that  royal 
Prince,  who,  'tis  to  be  hoped,  will  one  day  fway 
the  fcepter  of  this  kingdom  ;  for  by  thus  pervert- 

'  ing  the  finking  fund,  or  running  the  nation  into 
c  new  incumbrances,  even  in  time  of  peace,  he  may 
be  left  in  fach  diftrefs,  as  not  to  have  it  any  way 
in  his  power  to  fupport  the  government  with  any 
Juftre,  or  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  the  nation  with 
any  vigour. 
6  That  no  great  and  new  office  or  officer  has  late- 

6  ly  been  created,  may  be  true;  but,  Sir,  we  know 
c  that  a  very  great  and  a  very  grievous  office,  and  a 
6  great  number  of  officers,  were  lately  revived,  in 
4  purfuance  of  the  fame  fort  of  meafures  which  feem 
'  now  to  be  pointed  at ;  and  we  likewife  'know, 
'  that  the  collecting  of  our  taxes,  and  the  managing 
«  of  our  funds,    coil  the  nation  a  mod  prodigious 

*  fum  of  money  yearly,  a  much  greater  fum,  I  be- 

*  lieve,  than  is  necefTary  for  that  purpofe ;  for  if  a 
c  narrow  fcrutiny  were  made  into  that  affair,  I  am 

*  convinced  it  would  be  found,  that  the  bufinefs  of 
c  two  or  three  offices  might  be  managed  by  one, 
c  without  employing  a  greater  number  of  officers  and 

*  clerks  in  that  one,  than  is  now  employed  in  any 
V  one  of  the  three  •,  fo  that  feveral  offices,  and  a  great 
c  number  of  officers  and  clerks  might  be  laid  afide, 

*  by  which  a  very  large  fum  of  money  might  be  fa- 

*  ved  yearly  to  the  public.     This  would  contribute 

*  greatly  towards  preventing  our  being  obliged  to 
c  load  the  people  with  new  or  additional  taxes,  or 
c  to  run  the  nation  in  debt,  by  creating  new  funds, 

*  or 
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4  or  perverting  the  old  ;    and  this  the  people  would 

4  certainly  infill  on,    if  they  were  every  year  made 

4  fenfible  of  the  funis  neceffary  for  the  public  fervice; 

4  but  this,    it  may  be  prefumed,    will  always  be 

c  avoided  as  much  as  poffible,  by  thofe  who  have  the 

c  difpolal  of  fuch  lucrative  pods  and  employments  j 

4  and  therefore  they  will  always  endeavour  to  prevent 

4  the  people's  being  made  fenfible  of  the  great  fums 

*  yearly  granted  for  the  public  fervice. 

■  Another  doctrine  has  been  hinted  at,  on  occa- 
4  fion  of  this  debate,  which  is  (till  more  extraor- 
4  dinary  than  any  of  the  former.    It  has  been  infinu- 

*  ated,    as  if  it  were  an  advantage  to  the  people  to 

*  run  the  nation  in  debt  yearly,  rather  than  raife  the 
4  (urns  neceffary  fcr  the  fervice  of  each  year  within 
4  the  year  ;  becaufe,  fay  they,  the  money  is  thereby 
4  faved  in  every  private  man's  pocket,  of  which  he 
4   may,    as  long  as  he  keeps  it  in  his  own  poflefllon, 

*  make  an  intereft  or  a  profit  of  it  of  5  per  cent, 
4  perhaps  more  •,  whereas  the  public  may  borrow  at 
4  3  per  cent,  or  4  at  mod  ;  and  from  the  fame  way 
4  of  reafoning,  I  fay,  it  may  be  argued,  that  it  will 
c  be  an  advantage  to  the  people  to  run  the  nation 
4  every  year  into  fome  new  debt,  and  never  pay  off 
1  one  milling  of  the  old  :  But  do  not  we  know,  Sir, 
1  that  in  this  country,  and  in  all  countries,  people 
4  look  upon  the  public  taxes  as  a  part  of  their  year- 
4  ly  expehce  ;  when  thofe  taxes  are  high,  every  man 
4   mud  contract  his  yearly  expence  in  other  articles  i 

*  and  when  the  public  taxes  are  low,  every  man  may, 
1  and  generally  does,  La  inch  out  a  little  into  expen- 
4  ces  upon  other  articles,  which  he  would  otherwife 
4  have  laved  ;  fo  that  if,  by  borrowing  a  fum  of 
'  money  upon  the  public  credit,  for  the  fervice  of 
1  this  year,  we  fhould  prevent  our  being  under  a  ne- 
4  ceflity  of  impofmg  a  tax  of  ten  (hillings  upon  every 
4  man  in  the  kingdom,  that  ten  (hillings  would  not 
4  be  faved;  and  laid  out  at  intereft  by  any  man  in 
4  the  kingdom,  at  lead  not  by  any  man,  I  believe, 

Vol.  XIII.  Y  <  With 
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with  a  view  to  anfwer  his  fhare  of  the  principal 
and  intereft  of  that  ium  that  had  been  borrowed 
by  the  public :  No,  Sir,  every  man  would  live  in 
his  ufual  way,  as  if  no  fuch  ten  millings  had  been, 
or  were  ever  to  be  paid  ;  no  man  would  contract 
his  ufu^l  annual  expence,  on  account  of  his  fhare 
of  that  Turn  borrowed  by  the  public  -,  fo  that  the 
fum  fo  borrowed  by  the  public,  and  the  intereft 
thereof,  would  remain  a  charge  upon  every  man's 
posterity,  without  their  having  any  thing  left  them 
by  their  anceftor  for  anfwer ing  that  charge  :  Even 
the  pofterify  of  the  moil:  frugal  man  in  the  king- 
dom, would  not  be  one  milling  the  richer,  on  ac- 
count of  that  ten  fhillings  which  was  faved  in  the 
pocket  of  their  anceftor  •,    becaufe  the  moil  frugal 


man  in  the  kingdom 


might  have 


faved  ten   mil- 


lings of  his  yearly  expence  in  any  one  year,  and 
would  certainly  have  faved  it,  if  he  had  found 
himfelf  under  a  neceflity  of  paying  a  tax  of  ten 
fhillings  to  the  public. 

6  Sir,  we  have  feen,  of  late  years,  feveral  at- 
tempts made  to  throw  a  divifion,  and  to  breed  a 
diffention  between  the  landed  intereft  and  the  tra- 
ding intereft  of  this  nation  5  but  fuch  attempts  will, 
I  hope,  always  prove  fruitlefs  and  vain  ;  for  their 
interefts  are  infeparable,  and  will  always  be  thought 
fo  by  every  man  who  has  a  refpecl  for  either : 
There  is  not  a  landed  gentleman  of  any  fenfe  in 
the  kingdom  but  knows,  how  greatly  the  rents  of 
his  eftatc  would  be  diminifhed,  if  our  trade  fhould 
be  undone  •,  and  therefore  he  will  never  confent  to 
the  throwing  any  unnccefTary  burden  upon  it ; 
There  is  riot  a  trading  man  in  the  kingdom,  of 
any  confequence,  but  has  a  view  to  fettle  himfelf 
or  his  pofterity  in  a  land  eftate,  and  therefore  he 
will  never  agree  to  the  throwing  any  unneceffary 
'burdens  upon  land  :  But,  Sir,  there  has  been  late- 
ly a  third  intereft  reared- up  in  this  kingdom,  which 
I  will  fay,  is  not  only  feparable  from,   but  incon- 

<  fiftent 
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'  fiftent   with   both:     I  mean,  Sir,  the   intereit  of 

*  thofe  concerned  in  our  public  funds  :  This  is  an 
«  intereft,  for  the  fupport  of  which  both  our  landed 
'  intereit  and  our  trading  intereft,  are  now  greatly 
'  did  re  fled  ;  and  it  is  an  intereft,  which  fome  gen- 

*  tlemen  leem  co  have  a  much  greater  regard  for, 
1  than  they  have  for  either  of  the  other  two:  Such 
c  gentlemen  will,   I  believe,  always  be  for  creating 

*  new  funds,  as  long  as  we  have  any  thing  left  un- 
c  mortgaged,  or  any  thing  upon  which  a  new  or  ad- 
'  ditional  tax  can  be  laid  ;  becaufe  the  creating  of 
'  new  funds,  will  always  increafe  that  intereft  which 
c  they  feem  to  have  fo  much  at  heart  *  and  will  pre- 

*  vent  its  being  ever  in  our  power  to  diminifh  thofe 
c  annuities,  which  we  are  obliged  to  pay  them  j  but 
c  fach  gentlemen  ought  to  confider,  that  the  number 
<  of  men,  concerned  in  our  landed  and  trading  inte- 

*  reft,  muft  always  be  much  greater  than  the  num- 
'  ber  of  thofe  concerned  in  our  funds  *,  fo  that  if  the 

*  people  ftiould  ever  come  to  find,  that  either  our 
«  landed  intereft  and  our  trading  intereft  muft  be 
'  deftroyed,  or  our  public  fund  intereft  annihilated, 
4  it  is  eafy  to  fee  upon  whom  the  ruin  muft  fall  ; 
4  and  therefore*  if  thofe  gentlemen  confider  right, 
c  they  muft  conclude,   that  it  is  againft  the  injercft 

*  of  the  proprietors  of  our  funds,    to  make  any   ad- 

*  ditions  to  them,  or  to  divert  that  money  which  is 
8  appropriated  and  ought  to  be  applied  yearly  to  the 

*  ciiminiihing  of  them. 

6  Whether  or  no  it  may  be  neccflary  to  impofe 
c  any  new  taxes,  I  (hall  not  now  pretend  to  ck-ter- 
'  mine  ,  I  hope  net-,  but  if  it  l'houLl  be  found  ne- 
4  ceffary,  the  produce  of  a  new  tax  may  be  appro- 
c  priated  to  the  current  iervice,  as  well  as  the  pro- 

*  duce  of  an  old  •,  becaufe  if  any  deficiency  ftiould 
4  happen,  it  may  be  made  good  out  of  the  grants 
'  of  the  iucceeding  year :  It  net  only  may,  but  ought 
1  to  be  made  good  in  the  very  next  fucceeding  year  -9 
\  for  our  prdent  debts  did  not  proceed  from  appro- 

Y  2  •  priating 
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*  priating  the  produce  of  any  new  tax,  but  from  not 
4  taking  care  to  make  good,  in  every  fucceeding 
4  year,  the  deficiencies  which  had  happened  in  the 
4  grants  for  the  fervice  of  the  former.  We  all 
'•know,  Sir,   how   dangerous  ic  is  to  have  money 

*  lying  in  the  Exchequer  unappropriated  ;  we  know 
4  what  a  temptation  it  is  for  fome  gentlemen  to  form 
4  extravagant 'projects,  and  to  put  the  nation  to  a 
4  needlefs  expence:  Nay,  we  know  how  apt  fome 
4  gentlemen  are  to  break  through  the  moft  Uriel:  and 
4  the  moft  neceflary  appropriations,  in  cafes  where 
4  there  is  not  an  immediate  abfolute  neceftity  to  ap- 
4  ply  the  fums  fo  appropriated  to-the  ufes  for  which 

*  they  were  originally  defigned  •,  and  our  experience 
4  in  this  particular,  is  one  of  the  chief  reafons,  and 
*■  one  of  the  ftrongeft  arguments  for  the  queftion  now 
4  before  us ;  therefore,  if  we  agree  to  the  laying  on 
4  of  any  new  tax,  I  hope  it  will  be  immediately  ap- 
4  propriatcd  to  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year. 

4  The  very  queftion  now   before  us,  is,   whether 

4  we  ought  to    lay  a  rcftraint  upon  ourfelves,   with 

4  refpect  to  the  contracting  of  any  new  debt,  or  di- 

4  verting  the  finking  fund  from  that  ufe  for  which 

*  it  was  originally 'defigned,  and  to  which  it  ftands 
<  appropriated  by  the  exprels  words  ofthofeacts  of 
4  Parliament  by  which  it  was  eftablifhed  ?  The  re- 
4  itraint  now  propofed  is  only  for  this  feflion  5  but 
c  I  wifh  the  rcftraint  were  for  all  feiTions  to  come ; 
4  and  I. am  lure,  if  we  have  any  regard  for  our  po- 
4  flerity,  if  we  have  any  regard  for  the  prefent  il- 
4  luftrious  family,  if  we  have  any  regard  for  the  fu- 
4  ture  happinefs,  I  may  fay  prelervation,  of  the  na- 
4  tion,  we  will,  at  leaft  for  this  feflion,  act  as  if  we 
4  were  under  fuch  a  rcftraint  -,  therefore  there  can  be 

*  no  harm  in  laying  ourfelves  under  any  fuch  ;  and 
4  there  is  the  more  occafion  for  it,  becaufe  of  the 
4  frequent  deviations  we  have  lately  made  from  this 
4  neceflary  rule,  and  becaufe  of  the  bad  ufe  that 
«  may  be  made  of  fome  late  precedents  j    for   if  a 

4  check 
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c    check  be  not  fpeedity  put  to  fuch  meafures,  as  all 
'  adniiriiftrations  arc-  but  fleeting  things,  we  may  ex- 
'  p  c"l  that  every  adminiftration   will   endeavour  to 
'   make  themfelves  eaiy,    and  ro  put  off  the  evil  day 
c  as  long  as  they  can,  by  contracting  foine  new  debt 
c  every  year,  and  mortgaging  forne  part  oftheiink- 
'  ihgfund,   as  long  as  there  is  a  (hilling  of  it  \ch  : 
As  we  have  at  prefent  a  pretty  confulerabie  finking 
fund,  this  meafiire  may  perhaps   iupport  the  pre- 
'  Tent  adminiftration,  as  Jong  as  it   can  well  be  fup- 
pofed  to  laft,   efpecially  if  no  war  happens  in  the 
mean  time-,   but  fail  and  melancholy  will  the  rec- 
koning certainly  come  to  be  at  laft,  when  we  find 
ourfclves  engaged   in  a  dangerous  and   expenfive 
war,  oar  people  loaded  with  as  heavy  taxes  as  they 
can  poflibly  bear,   and  all    thofe  taxes  mortgaged 
for  the  payment  of  debts,  except  jaft  as   much  as 
may  be  fufEeiertt  for  the  fupport  of  our  civil  go- 
vernment.    This  profpect,  Sir,  gives  me  a. mod 
'  terrible  alarm  ;  and  therefore,  I  am  mod  heartily 
'  for  the  queftion  now  before  us.' 

The  debate  being  ended,    the  previous  queftion  Queftion. 
was  put,  viz.  That  chat  queftion  be  now  pur,  which 
was  carried  in  the  negative  without  any  divifion. 

The  chief  fpeakers  for  the  queftion  were  £jtm*al  Speakers. 
Sandys,  Efq-,  Sir  John  Barnard^  and  Mr.  Alderman 
Willimot  \  and  the  chief  fpeakers  againft  it  were  Sir 
William  Yonge,  Thomas  Wmnington^  Efq;  Sir  Robert 
WalpoU^  and  Mr.  Alderman  Healhcote. 

The  fame  day,  the  houfe  according  to  order,  re-  Malt  tax 
folved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  to  confider  of  ways  laidon' 
and  means  to  raife  the  fupply  granted  to  hisMajefty, 
and  rcfolved,  '  That  towards  the  raifing  the  faid 
4  fupply,  the  duties  on  malt,  mum,  cyder  and  perry, 
1  which  by  an  act  of  Parliament  of  the  8th  year  of 
'iusMajefty's  reign,  had  continuance  to  the  24th 

y  3  'day 
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*  day  of  June,    1736,  fhould  be  farther  continued 

*  and  charged  upon  all  malt,  which  fhould  be  made, 
c  and  all  mum  which  mould  be  made  or  imported, 

*  and  all  cyder  and  perry  which  mould  be  made  for 
«-•  fale,   within  the  kingdom  of  Great-Britain,   from 

*  the  25th  day  -of  June,  1736,  to  the  24th  of  June, 
c  l7S7 '  ' '  which  refolution  was  next  day  agreed  to 
by  the  hcufe,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in, 
which  was  accordingly  afterwards  brought  in  and 
paired  as  ufual. 


fupply. 


?CTJw  /*""\  ^  Wcdnefday  the  4th  of  February,  the  houfe 
Xijjt  according  to  order,  refolved  itfelf  again  into 
a  Committee,  to  confider  of  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  Majefty,  and  refolved,  '  That  a  fum  not  exceed- 
c  ing  79,760 1-  3  s-  sd.  mould  be  granted   to  his 

*  Majefty  for  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance 

*  for  land-fervice  for  the  year  1736,  and  that  a  fum 

*  not  exceeding  4590  /.  13  jl.  8  d.  mould  be  granted 

*  to  his  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  extraordinary 

*  expence  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land-fervice, 

*  not  provided  for  by  Parliament/ 


tafe^df  f^\^  ^e  ^'  tne  ^ou^e  ref°^ve^'  c  That  ar* 
x^-Sdies*  Vj/*'1  humble  addrefs  fhould  be  prefented  to  his 
i  Majefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
*  give  directions,  to  the  proper  officer  or  officers,  to 
1  lay  before  the  houfe,  the  following  account,* 
which  was  accordingly. laid  before  the  houfe  on  the 
25th  of  the  fame  month,  and  was  as  follows,  viz. 


An 
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An  account  of 'what  duties  or  impositions  arc  now  pay- 
able by  any  all  or  ails  of  aj/embly,  in  any  of  the 
Britim  Plantations  in  America,  on  the  importation 
and  exportation  of  negroes,  wines,  or  other  kind  of 
liquors,  or  on  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize^ 
and  flipping,  dijlinguifhing  each  duty  or  impofitiony 
and  each  colony  and  plantation. 

BARBADOES. 

By  an  a 61  paflcd  in  1663. 
An  impod  of  4^  per  cent,   is    laid    on  all  dead 
commodities  of  the  growth  of  this  ifland,    {hipped 
off  the  fame,  payable  in  fpecie  for  ever. 

By  an  aft  paffed  in  1697. 
A  duty  of  one  pound  of  gunpowder  per  ton,    is 
kid  on  all  mips  entering  there. 

Perpetual. 

By  an  act  paffed  in  1 705. 
A  duty  of  55.  ahead  is  laid  upon  every  negro 
or  other  Have  imported. 

An  act  paffed  in  1715. 
Lays  a  tax  of  20/.  upon  every  horfe  or  afs  ex- 
ported. 

By  an  act  paffed  in  1 7 1 5. 
The  following  duties  are    impofed  on  goods  im- 
ported, that  are  not  of  the  growth  of  the  Britifh  co* 
ionies. 

/.    s.     i. 
On  every  cwt.  of  Mufcovado  fugar         -  012     6 

imported  fugar     .  ■    150 

Gallon  of  molaffes      - 016 

——  rurn      «*    ■     «■■  ■      ■  *»■»■».—»  020 

y  4  Pound 
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/.     S.  ~  d. 

Pound  of  cotton  006 

Alloes  »  — —  016 

Cwt.  of  fcraped  ginger         — —     ■— -  1     o     o 

«, — -  fcalded  ditto         - 010     o 

It  appears  by  an  account  received  from  Mr.  Dottin, 
prefident  of  the  council,  and  commander  in  chief  of 
this  ifland,  that  in  1735,  there  was  by  virtue  of  an 
act  of  the  ifland,  the  following  duties  paid  upon  the 
importation  of  liquors  not  of  the  growth  of  Europe, 
imported  in  Brilijh  fhipping. 

/.    s.     d. 
Cn  every  pipe  of  wine         -  — -    4100 

n ton  of  mum     *  ■      —  2    15     o 

ton  of  beer,  ale,  cyder,  or  perry  —  150 

— -  gallon  of  brandy  or  other  fpirits  —  o     1     o 

— —  1 2  quart  bottles  of  any  wine    020 

— —  of  beer,  ale,  cyder,  or  perry 010 

— — -  of  mum         "  • ■     — *  019 

But  the  act  for  this  purpofe  has  not  been  tranfmit- 
tcd  to  the  plantation-office. 

St.  CHRISTOPHERS. 

By  an  act  patted  in  1727. 
An  impoft  cf  4!  per  cent,  is  laid  upon  all  commo- 
dities of  the  growth  of  the  ifland,  fhipped  off  the 
fame,  and  payable  in  fpecie  for  ever. 

By  an  act  patted  in  1732. 
Every  fhip  entering  there,  fliall  pay  half  a  pound 
oF   gunpowder,  and  one  (hilling  current  money  per 
ton. 

And  a  fuzil  or  30 s.  current  money  for  every  100 
tons,  and  \d.  current  money  for  every  ton  under  or 
pver  every  hundred  tons,  befides  the  powder  duty. 

By 
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By  an  act  palled  in  1722  ;  and  by  anodier  act  parted 

in  1732. 

The  following  imports  on  liquors  are  colle&ed. 

Current  money. 

/.     s.     d. 

On  every  pipe  of  Madeira  wine  imported  200 

pipe  of  the  Wefiem  IJlands  or       2 

mixt  with  it       -  5    3     °     ° 

ton  of  French^  Rhenifo,  or  Spanijh     500 

ton  of  beer         • 200 

dozen  bottles  of  wine         -  >     ■        016 

— gallon  of  rum  ■  ~—  026 

of  brandy         ■  -■    -    -   010 

of  mum         .  006 

Beer,  ale,  and  cyder,  every  1 2  bottles  —  016 

A  N  t  I  G  U  A. 

By  an  act  parted  in  1668. 
An  impofl  of  4 J  per  cent,  is  laid  in  fpecies  on  com- 
modities of  the  growth  of  the  ifland  exported. 

Perpetual. 
By  an  ad  parted  in  1676. 
Every  veflel  entering  there,  is  to  pay  one  pound 
of  gunpowder  per  ton. 


By  an  aft  pafTed  in  1697. 
An  import  is  laid  on  all  liquors  imported. 


/.    s.     d. 


Madeira  wine  per  pipe     -  L  ■    .   2     o 

Of  the  Weft  em  JJlands,  or  mixt  there- 


o 


4 


'ejtern  Jjianas,  or  mixt  tnere-  7 

with,  per  pipe         y 

French,  Rhenijh%  or  Spanifh,  per  ton   —  8     o     o 

and  if  bottled,  per  dozen      ■  020 

Beer,  ale,  and  cyder,  per  ton         <    1  »  200 

'         if  bottled,  per  dozen          »  "  010 

Every 
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/.  s.  d. 
Every  gallon  of  mum  — — .  . —  004 
— « —  of  brandy  ■  *—   -     o     2     6 

. of  rum  - —  020 

Half  the  duty  to  be  drawn  back  on  re-exportation. 

By  an  aft  pafTed  in  1 72 1 . 
Goods  of  the  produce  of  the  French  iflands  im- 
ported to  Antigua,  pay  as  follows, 

/.     s.    d. 
Every  pound  of  refined  fugar      -  009 

■fc  ■   ,  cwt.  of  {trained  or  Mufcovado  fugar  050 
-* — •  of  lump  or  powdered  fugar     —  o     o     4^ 
MolafTes  per  gallon         _         —   006 
Cotton  per  pound  -■  006 

Ginger  per  cwt.  —  050 

By  an  act  pafTed  in  1726-7. 
An  additional  duty  of  20  s.  per  pipe  is  laid  on  all 
Madeira  wine. 

NEVIS, 

By  an  act  pafTed  in  1675. 
An  impoft  of  4^  per  cent,  is  laid  in  fpecie  on  all 
the  commodities  of  the  growth  of  the  ifland   ex- 
ported. 

Perpetual. 
By  an  act  pafTed  in  1699. 
A  duty  of  one  pound  of  piflol  powder  per  ton,  is 
laid  on  every  vefTel  entering  and  flaying  48  hours. 
And  one  fuzil  for  every  100  tons. 

By  another  act  pafTed  in  1699. 
A  duty  or  import  is  laid 

/.  s.  i. 
.On  every  gallon  of  rum  imported  —  o  2  o 
.«■-— -r  of  molaffes  imported        — .^^      004 

By 
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By  an  aft  parted  in  171 7. 
The  following  commodities  of  the  produce  of  the 
French  iflands,  imported  into  Nevis,  or  re-fhipped  or 
removed  from  one  fhip  to  another  in  the  harbours 
there,  mall  pay 

/.    s.     d. 
Every  cwt.  of  white  fugar         »  010     o 

brown,  ditto         *  060 

Every  gallon  of  rum  ■?* ■  060 

of  molafTes         ■  ■     ■'■'■■      010 

By  an  act  parted  in  1725. 
An  import  is  laid 

I    s.    d. 

On  every  pipe  of  Madeira  wine  imported   200 

of  the  IVeftern  ifiands  or  mixt  therewith  400 

On  every  tonof  French,  RbeniJh,SpaniJh,  7  o 
Italian,  and  Canary    — -      S 

if  bottled,  per  dozen  ■■  020 

• of  beer,  ale,  and  cyder  in  calk         200 

if  bottled,  per  dozen  quarts     — -    010 

of  rum  "  030 

This  aft  was  to  expire  in  1728,  but  is  fuppofedto 
have  been  fince  continued  by  fubfequent  afts,  be- 
caufe  it  appears  by  the  treafurer's  account  in  1735, 
that  fuch  duties  were  then  collected  ;  but  the  aft  for 
continuing  the  fame,  has  not  been  tranfmitted  to 
the  board  of  trade. 

MONTSERRJT. 

By  an  aft  parted  in  1668. 
An  import:  of  4^  per  cent,  is  laid  in  fpecieon  the 
commodities  of  the  growth  of  this  ifland  exported. 

Perpetual. 
By 
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By  an  ac"l  parTed  in  1734. 

/.     s.    d. 

Upon  every  pipe  of  wine  imported  200 

ton  of  beer     ■  ■  •  —    20     o 

m 1 2  bottles  of  beer     —     —     — -  010 

. barrel  of  cyder      -  026 

JAMAICA. 

By  an  aft  parTed  in   1728. 

Perpetual. 
The  following  duties  or  impofts  are  laid  •, 

/.     s.    d. 

On  every  ton  of  Spanijh,  or  Madeira  wine  600 

of  the  Weft  em  i  (lands  or  Azores*  ? 

>  1 2     o     o 
or  mixt  therewith      —       5 

. French,  Rhenift),  or  Portugal     —  500 

gallon  of  brandy,  arrack  or  other  >  r 

fpirits         \ 

ton  of  beer,  ale,  or  cyder      — —  200 

of  mum  or  metheglin 300 

cwt.  of  ginger       « — 015     o 

of  Mufccvado  or  Panned  fugar     —  030 

—  pound  of  refined  fugar  006 

. — —  of  tobacco  « •  o     o 

of  indico  < 003 

■ of  cotton 003 


4 


cwt.  of  cocoa  in  veffels  belongings 
to  the  ifland     - — ■      -  ■    j 
in  any  other  vefTel 1     o 


o 


All  vefTels  entering  inwards  from  any  place  to  thq 
northward  of  the  tropic  of  Cancer,  one  pound  of 
gunpowder  per  ton  each  voyage. 

All  veffels  trading  only  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
tropic  of  Cancer,  one  pound  of  gunpowder  per  ton 
per  annum. 

By 
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By  temporary  acts  patted  in  1734,  and  1735. 
An  import  is  laid  on  every  flave  imported,  of  1  /. 
payable  by  the  purchafcr, 

BAHAMAS. 

By  an  act  patted  in  1734. 
The  following  duties  are  collected. 

/.     s.     d. 
Every  negro  imported    directly   from?  ^ 

Africa      ■ J 


. .if  imported  from  any  colony  in) 

America,  having  refided  therer   300 
6  months  and  upwards  * 

• —  if  not  refided  there  6  months,  I  c 

then  but ■     $060 

——Pipe  of  wine  of  the  Madeira  or  I 

weftern  iflands    5    *     4     ° 

Beer  and  cyder,  per  barrel   •—— ■  —     016 
All  mips  and  veflfels  not  built  in  thofe. 

iflands,  that  mall  arrive  there,  or  depart, 

from  thence,  and  fhall  put  on  more,  or 

or  take  on  board  goods,  fhall  pay  per* 

ton  each  voyage         »  — 

Duties  on  goods  exported. 

On  every  bufhel  of  fait     ■     001 

100  Foot  of  one  inch  plank    — .  016 

All  plank  thicker  or  thinner,  to 
pay  in  proportion. 

— 100  feet  of  timber     ~—     — ^-   060 

Tortoife       — — -         .    .  ■  ,   009 

BERMUDA. 

By  an  act  patted  in  1690,  or  1691. 
And  two  additional  acts  to  it  patted  in  1703,  and 

1723, 

Every 
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/.    j.    I 
Every  veftel  belonging  to  the  ifland  un-7 

der  40  tons,    fhall  pay  eachr   020 
voyage         rr — —     —     i 

If  above  40  tons     — .    040 

VefTels  belonging  to  ftrangers  to  pay  7 
each  voyage  per  ton  *— —      5 

By  an  a&  patted  in  1698. 
An  impoft  is  laid  on  all  liquors,   imported  by  ftran- 
gers, not  inhabitants  there,  viz. 

I.     s     A 
For  a  hogfhead  of  rum,  or  fpirits  not  ex-? 

ceeding  80  gallons     -     \   l    IO     ° 

And  all  other  eafks  in  proportion. 

For  every  fort  of  wine,    cyder,   beer,   ale,  and 
mum,  imported  by  a  ftranger,  not  inhabitant,  viz. 

I.     s.     d. 
Every  pipe  of  wine     — -    —     •? —     300 
Other  cafk  or  bottles  in  proportion. 
Beer,  ale,  cyder,  and  mum  per  hogfhead     o     60 
Other  cask  or  bottles  in  proportion. 

N.  B.  the  following  lift  of  duties  is  computed  in  Ca- 
rolina money,  which  is  about  700  per  cent. 
f  worfe  than  fter  ling. 

SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

By  an  a£t  patted  in  1722-3. 
And  continued  by  another,  patted  \%  1731. 
"The  following  duties  of  impoft  are  raifedj 

/.     s.     A 

On  every  pipe  of  Madeira  wine      ■ 600 

I  Fyal  wine  — — ■     —     10     o     o 

On  every  gallon  of  vinegar    —     — —  002 

•—  Rum     .  ■  „    _- ._.    —        004 

O 
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/.    s.    d. 

On  every  barrel  of  beef —  -0  10     o 

Of  cyder  from  northern  colonies    —  o   10     O 

Gallon  of  molailes         ■              —  00     3 

Of  lime-juice          —              ■  006 

— —  Quart  bottle  of  brandy,  or  rofa  folis  006 

—  Gallon  ditto,  in  cafk         ui»  020 

—  Cvvt.  of  brown-fugar         ■  o     26 

White  fugar          —<*—         —  050 

•— —  Pound  of  refined  fugar         -'   — *  003 

— r —  Cwt.  of  cocoa             ' —• »  015     o 

Pound  of  chocolate         —         *— ■  010 

_ — Cwt.  of  tobacco         —         o  15     o 

•~—  Cwt.  of  butter         —         ■  o 

Cheefe              -                — — -  o 

Candles         —-  ■■■     -  o 

Tallow         *-  '    -  —         » . .    *  070 

Sak-fifli             »■     •  ■*         b     ,. ..  050 

——Barrel  of  herrings,  mackrel,  or  o-  7 

ther  pickled  filh /  °  I0     ° 

Train  oil         —  ■    -             *■  0^6 

Blubber ■  ■      .  o     50 

——Pork                    -— «' 1    10     o 

Cranberries              — — .           — _  o   10     o 

Cwt.  of  beef                   ■    ■■  o  10     o 

Of  brown  bifket                  ■     ■  .,  0     1     3 

— -  Of  white  ditto         ■  02     6 

-Middling  bifket                   .  020 

—  Half  barrel  of  flower          ■  026 
——Cwt.  of  hams  and  bacon     ■  1     0-0 

—  Soap                  _ x     0     o 

On  timber,  plank,  boards,  ftaves,  mingles,  or 
any  other  lumber  from  other  plantations,  20 /. 
per  cent. 

All  other  wooden  ware, .  5  /.  per  cent. 

I     s.     d. 
On  every  1 000  of  bricks  from  other  ">  r 

plantations  — •     ,-_         ^02 

On 


10    o 

5    o 

10    o 
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/.    s.    d. 

On  every  horfe  and  mare,  under  1  s  ? 

hands  high      ■       1—  V°     °     ° 

On   all   negro   (laves  directly  from  7 
Africa  or  any  other  place,except  Spanijh  £  1  o     o     o 
negroes,  if  above  10  years  of  age  ^ 

All  negroes  under  10  years  of  age     7, 

(Sucklings  excepted)  *  $  ° 

On  all  Indians  imported         ■■  50     o     o 

*  — Deer  fkins,  per  fkin  —         006 

On  every  barrel  of  pitch  and  tar     « 100 

—Cwt.  of  fcraped  ginger         010     o 

. Of  fcalded  ginger         »      ■■  026 

■  "Keggof  pickled  flurgeon      — -     026 

—  Of  ditto  falmon         « 026 

■  Pound  of  preferves,    fweetmeats  1 

and  fuckads         3  * 

— - — —  Of  fperma-ceti  ■  026 

—  Gallon  of  ditto  oil         .  026 

*  Cwt.  of  bees-wax         ■  076 
m — - —  Bufhel  of  peas,  and  Indian  corn  \ 

of  Michaelmas,  1723.  * 

*— Pound  of  indico  »  010 

Barrel  of  onions         »     ■  ■«,  0100 

*  ■    .■  Of  apples  or  pears  ■■  026 

—  ■       .Pound  wt.  of  whalebone     010 

»■  Of  beaver         — "  ■■  —        006 

■   mi  Dozen  of  otter,  fox,  cat,  or  ra- } 

n  -  c    o     1     o 

coon  fkins  -    ■  ■  5 

————Cwt.  of  piemento         ■  050 

•——Ton  of  logwood         ■  010     o 

All  European  goods  one  per  cent,  on  their  prime 
coft  from  Europe,  rating  the  difference  of  exchange 
at  400  per  cent,  in  the  current  money  of  Carolina. 

Goods  fold  or  moved  from  one  fhip  to  another  in 
the  province,  to  pay  the  fame  duties  as  if  landed, 
and  be  intitled  to  the  fame  drawbacks. 

Duties 
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Duties  t©  be  paid  on  goods  exported. 


/.   /.    d. 

On  every  pound  of  tanned  leather     — •  002 

tanned  calf  or  deer  fkin         -     ■  010 

raw  hide                 ■  050 

On   every  Indian    dreft  deer  fkin, 
pound  and  upwards         — - 

under  a  pound         .                 —  003 

raw  deer  fkin         ■                  ■  006 


'">  o    o     6 


o    9 


Goods  imported. 
On   every  negro   above  ten  years  old  -> 
from  America    — ,         ■  $•> 

under  ten  years  old 500 

Except  new  negroes  who  had  not  been 
fix  months  on  more  in  America. 
On  every  Spanifh  negro,    Indian^  Mu-  1 

ftee,  or  Mullatto  per  head y5°  °     ° 

All  goods  re-exported  in  fix  months  after  import- 
ed, fhall  be  allowed  a  drawback  of  three  fourth  parts 
of  the  duty  paid  on  importation. 

By  an  act  pafied  in  1734. 
The  farther  additional  duties  are  raifed  in  the  na- 
ture of  port  duties  for  fortifying  Cbarles-Tg&n. 

I.    s.     d. 

On  every  pipe  of  Madeira  wine         400 

■ gallon  of  rum *     ■ 005 

of  molafTes  »■■  .  002 

barrel  of  flower  — •     026 

cwt.  of  Mufcovado  fugar  _— -   026 

■    '-    clayed  fugar  —     ■    .  050 
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GEORGIA. 

There  has  hitherto  been  no  act  patted  for  laying 
duties  of  importation  or  exportation  in  this  province. 

NORTH-CAROLINA 

There  are  no  laws  of  this  province  in  the  Planta- 
tion-office, laying  duties  of  importation  or  exporta- 
tion. 

VIRGINIA. 

By  an  act  patted  in  1680. 
Lays  an  impoft  on  all  tobacco  exported. 

Perpetual. 

Sterling. 

/.     s.    d. 

On  every  hogfhead  —  020 

The  fame  for  every  500  lb.  wt.  exported  in  bulk, 

and  proportionable  for  a  greater  or  leffer  quantity. 

Lays  alfo  a  tonnage  duty. 

Sterling. 
/.     s.    d. 
Of  1  half  lb.  of  gunpowder,  and  3  lb.  1 

fhot  Der  ton.  or  ~— —  *  * 


mot  per  ton,  or 
6d.  per  poll  for 
ported,  except  mariners 


And  6d.  per  poll  for  every  perfon  im-t 


By  an  act  pafTed  in  1 705. 
An  impoft  is  laid  on  the  following  goods,  export- 
ed for  the  ufe  of  the  college  erected  in  that  colony, 
viz. 

Sterling. 
/.     s.    d. 
On  every  raw  hide  exported      —    ■  ■     003 
■1  tanned  ditto  »  ■  006 

— p— dreft  buck  skin  »  o    o     i\ 

On 
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/.    s.    i. 

On  every  undreft  ditto         « •  001 

— —  dreft  doe  skin  ■  00     ij 

undreft  ditto         —  -  o     o     oj 

pound  of  beaver  «-■  003 

otter  skin         >■  » — i  002 

wild  cat  skin ■  00     ii 


minx  skin                   ■-■—  —001 

. fox  skin           ■   ■    ■         ■  00     1 J 

« 1 2  racoon  skins         ■■•  003 

12  musk  rat          ■  —     002 

-  every  elk  skin          -     ■  o     o     4 J 

An  act  pafTed  in  1726. 
Lays  a  duty  on  liquors  imported,  part  expired  3 
but  by  that  part  of  it  Hill  in  force. 

Sterling. 
/.     s.    d. 
Every   gallon  of  rum,    brandy,    and 
other  diftilled  fpirits  imported,  and, 
every  gallon  of  wine,  pay  until  the^ 
year  1737 


1 


By  an  act  pafTed  in  1732. 

Every  gallon    of   rum,   brandy,    and^ 

other  diftilled  fpirits,  and  every  gal->  o    o     3 

Ion  of  wine  mall  pay  ■  J 

Except  fuch  liquors  as  are  imported  directly  from 

Great-Britain, 

MARYLAND. 

By  an  act  pafTed  in  1704. 
A  duty  of  2  s.  per  hogihead  is  laid  on  all  tobac- 
co exported,  half  to  the  proprietor,  and  half  to  the 
governor. 

By  another  act  pafTed  in  1 704. 
All  pcrfons  not  being  inhabitants  in  the  province, 
and  exporting  beef,  pork  or  bacon,  fhall  pay 

Z  a  Sq1 
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/.    9.    J. 

For  dried  beef  and  bacon,  per  cwt.     — -  o     1     o 
Jm undried  pork  and  beef,  />*r  barrel     o     1     o 

By  an  act  parted  in  1704. 
A  duty  of  3  d.  per  ton  is  laid  upon  the  tonnage 
of  all  fhips  entering  that  province,  except  fuch  as, 
bona  fide ,  were  built  in,  or  belong  to  the  people  of 
that  province. 

By  an  act  parted  in  1715. 
A  duty  is  laid  on  the  following  goods  imported, 

viz. 

Sterling. 
On  every  gallon  of  rum,  fpirits,    wine*) 

and  brandy,   imported  by  land  —  J  °     9 

. by  water         *- ■  003 

— —  every  Irijh  fervant  imported    ■  010 

« negro         -  —     o     1     o 

The  government  of  this  province  is  in  a  proprie- 
tor, who  is  not  obliged,  by  his  charter,  to  tranfmit 
to  the  crown  fuch  laws  as  are  pafled  there  for  appro- 
bation or  difallowance  •,  but  the  proprietor  being  a 
Roman  Catholic  in  1689,  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary  took  the  province  under  their  protection,  and 
appointed  a  governor,  and  Queen  Anne  did  the 
fame  \  and  during  that  time,  the  laws  of  the  pro- 
vince were  tranfmitted  for  approbation,  among 
which  the  foregoing  are  found. 

PENSTLVANIA. 

It  is  a  proprietary  government,  and  there  are  no 
acts  of  this  province  tranfmitted  to  the  Plantation* 
office*  layjng  duties  of  importation  or  exportation. 

N  E  TV 
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NEW    JERSEY. 

By  an  act  pa  (Ted  in  1725. 
A  duty  is  laid  on  the  following  goods  exported. 


1     o 


/.    /.   d. 

On  every   bufhel  of  wheat  or   wheat-  7 

meal  unbolted  ■    •-■       S 

1000    ftaves  of  2  c.   inches  long,  7 

1  3  0  £»  SO    15      O 

or  under  s        D 

. if  above  2  c..  and  under  46  inches  > 

long  ■ 5 

>         above  45,  and  under  56         -*—  1    10     o 

. 56  inches  long  and  upwards     —  200 

1 1000  of  heading,  of  any  fort     —   1    10     o 

bolt  that  ftaves  or  heading  can  be-) 

made  of  j  " 

By  an  a 61  pafTed  in  1730. 
Lays   a  duty  on   the   importation  of  -y 

every  perfon  convicted  of  mur-  >  5     00 
der,  felony,   C5V.         -  ■-—       ^ 

By  an  act  pafTed  in  1733. 
A  duty  of  forty  millings  per  ton  is  Jaid  on  all 
copper  exported  to  any  other  plantation. 

NEW    TORK. 

By  an  adt  pafTed  in  1732. 
A  duty  is  laid  on  the  importation. 

/.    s.    d. 
On  every  (lave  four  years  old  and  up-  > 
wards,  dire6lly  from  Africa — \ 

from  all  other  places  400 

pipe  of  wine  *  250 

■  gallon  of  rum,   brandy,  or  other  7  M 

diftilkd  liquor,  or  fhrub  5°     °     2* 

Z  3  Om 
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I    s.  d. 

On  every  gallon  of  rum  or  fpirits  diftil-  ^ 

led  in  the  province,  wholly  or  Vo     o     i\ 
in  part  from  molaffes         -        3 

(wtpfr  \  100 1,  value  of  European  or  India  j 

goods,  imported  from  the  Bri->$     o     o 
tijh  iflands  in  the  Weft -Indies     j 

* cwt.  of  cocoa  ■  040 

By  an  acl:  paffed  in  1732. 
A  duty  is  laid  on  every  piece  of  ftrouds? 
fold  at  Ofwego         ■  ■  ■■  $ 

On  every  gallon  of  rum  ■  010 

By  an  acl:  pafTed  in  1734. 
A  duty  of  3  s.  current  money  per  ton,  is  laid  on 
all  yeffels  entering  in,  or  clearing  out,  except  veffels 
built  in  the  colony,  or  wholly  owned  by  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof,  or  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain  and 
coafting  veffels  between  cape  Henlofen  and  New 
Hampjhirt  inclufive,  and  whaling  veffels. 

By  another  acl:  paffed  in  1734. 
A  duty  is  laid  on  empty  cask  imported. 

/.  j.  d. 
On  every  empty  hogfhead  •—  o  16 
— —  light  tevice  _*  —010 

« barrel  or  fmaller  cask         —  ■  ■      009 

flower  or  bread  barrel         — —     010 

— —  flower  or  bread  half  barrel     ■—     o     o     7i 

By  an  acl:  paffed  in  1 734. 

/.  s.  d. 
A  duty  is  laid  on  every  barrel  of- cyder? 

imported  • 3 

$ on  every  barrel  of  pork     ——     030 

— i — on  every  barrel  of  beef         ■■  020 

with  an  exemption  in  favour  of  cyder,  pork  and  beef 
from  New  Jerfey. 

MAS- 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

By  an  act  parted  in  1734. 
The    following  duties  were  laid   on   goods  and 
merchandize  imported,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  (hip- 
ping, viz. 

I.    s.     d. 
On  every  pipe  of  wine  from  the  Weji-l 

em  irtands         -  3 

the  Canaries  ■  — —     250 

J Madeira  ■  —     1    15     o 

and  all  other  forts         -  1    1 5     O 

hogfhead  of  rum  ■  1    10     o 

. fugar  — —  ■  020 

—  molafles  ■  010 

—  tobacco ,■  I   15     O 

»  -   i  ton  of  logwood  ■  030 

On  all  other  goods  3d.  on  every  20  J.  value. 

All  goods  imported  from  Great -Britain  excepted. 

All  molafles  and  rum  belonging  to  foreigners, 
(hall  pay 

/.    s.    d. 
For  every  hogfhead  of  molafles     ■  050 

-"       of  rum  -  1  1     600 

All  fuch  liquors  or  goods,  imported  from  any  other 
place  than  of  their  growth,  (hall  pay  double. 

Every  veflel  coming  to  trade  in  this  province  (ex- 
cept (hips  all  owned  in  the  province,  or  belonging 
to  Great-Britain^  or  to  Penfyhania^  New  Jerfey, 
New  Tork,  Connecticut ',  Rbode-IJland,  or  New  Hamp- 
Jhire)  (hall  pay  each  voyage  five  (hillings  per  ton, 
or  one  pound  of  good  new  piftol  powder  for  every 
ton  burden,  faving  for  that  part  owned  in  Great-Bri- 
tain or  this  province,  or  the  aforefaid  governments, 
which  are  exempted. 

Z  4  NEW 
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NEW    HAMPSHIRE. 

By  an  aft  paflfed  in  1702. 

A  duty  is  laid  on  the  tonnage  of  all  fhipping, 
viz. 

One  pound  of  good  new  gunpowder  in  fpecie  for 
each  ton  fuch  veffel  contains. 

NOVA    SCOTIA. 

A  new  government  not  fufficiently  fettled  to  efta- 
blifh  an  affembly,  and  therefore  cannot  make  laws 
or  raife  taxes. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Not  allowed  to  make  laws,  nor  feveral  other  pri- 
vileges enjoyed  by  other  plantations. 

grafts  tot    ^\N  the  i  ith  of  February,  the  houfe,   according 
.  »ppy«    y^J  t0  order,  refolved  itfelf  again  into  a  commit- 
tee, to  confider  of  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Maje^ 
fty,  and  came  to  the  following  refolutions,  viz. 

1 .  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  2 1 7,2 69  /.  4  s.  lod. 
mould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  for  the  ordinary  of 
the  navy,  (including  half-pay  to  fea-officers)  for  the 
year  1736. 

n.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  10,000/.  fhould  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty  upon  account,  towards  the 
fupport  of  the  royal  hofpital  of  Greenwich,  for  the 
better  maintenance  of  the  feamen  of  the  faid  hofpi- 
tal, worn  out  and  become  decrepid  in  the  fervice  of 
their  country. 

3.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  24,518/.  10s. 
flaould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  upon  account,   for 

out- 
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out-penfioners  of  Cheljea  hofpital,  for  the  year  1736. 
which  refutations  were  next  day  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe. 


The  houfe  having  on  the  10th  began  to  hear  the  Soutbmeri 
matter  of  the  petition  of  Richard  Sbeppard,  Efq;  term£cd.dC 
complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  return  for  the 
borough  of  Southwark,  in  the  county  of  Surry,  in 
purfuance  of  their  ordjr  mentioned  in  our  Lift,  and 
having  proceeded  in  the  faid  hearing  on  the  Thurfday 
following,  the  petitioner,  after  he  had  examined  all 
his  witnefTes  in  fupport  of  his  petition,  was  advifed 
to  give  up  the  affair  -,  whereupon  Mr.  Heathcote,  the 
fitting  member,  was  prevailed  on  not  to  give  the. 
houfe  the  trouble  of  examining  any  witnefTes  in  fup- 
port of  his  right,  or  to  pufh  the  affair  any  farther, 
fo  that  upon  the  Tuefday  after,  being  the  17th,  the 
houfe  refolved,  nemine  contradicente,  that  George 
Heathcote,  Efq;  was  duly  elected  a  burgefs  to  ferve 
in  this  preient  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  South- 
wark  in  the  county  of  Surry. 

ON  Friday  the  20th  of February ,  a  petition  of  Petition  a- 
his  Majefty's  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  coun-  ^fpiu" 
ty  of  Middle/ex,    in  their  general  quarter- feftions  af-  quors. 
fembled,    was  prefented  to  the  houfe,  and  read,  fet- 
ting  forth,   '  That  the  drinking  of  geneva  and  other 
«  diftilled  fpirituous  liquors,  had,  for  fome  years  laft 
'  pad,  greatly  increafed,   efpecially  among  the  peo- 
8  pie  of  inferior  rank  •,  and  that  the  conftant  and  ex- 

*  ceflive  ufe  thereof,    had  already  deftroyed  thou- 
6  fands  of  his  Majefty's  fubjects,  and  rendered  great 

*  numbers  of  others  unfit  for  ufeful  labour  and  fer- 
4  vice,  debauching  at  the  fame  time  their  morals, 

*  and   driving   them  into  all  manner  of  vice  and 

*  wickednefs ;  and  that  that  pernicious  liquor  was  then     • 
'  fold,  not  only  by  diftillers  and  geneva  fhops,    but 

*  by  many  other  perfons  of  inferior  trades ;  by  which 
«  means  journeymen,  apprentices,  and  fervants  were 

'  drawn 
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6  drawn  in  to  tafte,  and  by  degrees  to  like,  approve, 
<  and  immoderately  to  drink  thereof;    and  that  the 

*  petitioners   apprehend    the    public    welfare    and 

*  fafety,  as  well  as  the  trade  of  the  nation,  would  be 
c  greatly  affected  by  it,    as  that  practice  was  dange- 

*  rous   and    mifchievous  to    the   health,     firength, 
6  peace,  and  morals,  and  tended  greatly  to  diminifh 

*  the  labour  and  induftry  of  his  Majefty's  fubjects  ; 

*  and  therefore  praying,    that  the  houfe  would  take 

*  the  premifes  into  their  ferious  confideration,    and 
«  apply  fuch  remedy  as  the  houfe  mould  judge  moft 

*  proper. 

Which  petition  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  houfe  •,  and  it  was  refolved, 
that  the  houfe  would  upon  the  Monday  following, 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe 
to  confider  of  the  faid  petition. 

Refoiutions       Accordingly,    on  Monday  the  23d,  the  houfe  re- 
againft  fpj-   folved  itfelf  into  the  faid  committee,  and  (Sir  Charles 
quo?s?    '   "Turner  being  in  the  chair)  the  Matter  of  the  Rolls 
moved  the  following  u      .k  ons,  liz. 

"  1 .  That  the  low  price  of  fpirituous  liquors  was 
'  the  principal  inducement  to  the  exceffive  and  per- 
c  nicious  ufe  thereof. 

c  2.  That  in  order  to  prevent  the  excefiive  and 

*  pernicious  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,   a  difcourage- 

*  ment  mould  be  given  thereto  by  a  duty  to  be  laid 
4  on  ail  fuch  liquors  by  retail. 

c  That  the  vending,    bartering,    or  uttering  the 

*  faid  liquors  mould  be  retrained  to  perfons  keep- 
6  ing  public  brandy  (hops,  victualling  houfes,   cof- 

*  fee  houfes,  ale  houfes  and  innholders,    and  to  fuch 

*  apothecaries  and  furgeons,  as  mould  make  ufe  of 

*  the  fame  by  way  of  medicine  only, 

1  4. 
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1  4.  That  no  perfon   keeping  a  public    brandy 

*  fhop,  a  public  victualling  houfe,  coffee  houfe,  or 

*  ale  houfe,  or  being  an  innholder,    ihould  be  per- 

*  mitted  to  vend,    barter,    or  utter  the  laid  liquors, 

*  but  by  a  licence,  with  a  duty  payable  thereupon.' 

Which  refolutions  were  all  agreed  to,  without  any 
debate  in  the  committee  •,  and  being  next  day  re- 
ported to  the  houfe,  they  were  there  likewife  agreed 
to  without  any  debate  ;  and  as  from  thefe  refolu- 
tions it  appeared,  that  it  would  be  neceffary  to  Jay 
on  fome  new  duties,  and  that  it  might  perhaps  be 
neceffary  to  make  fome  alterations  in  the  old,  there- 
fore it  was  ordered,  that  the  faid  report  mould  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  whom 
it  was  referred  to  confider  farther  of  ways  and  means 
for  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty. 

Accordingly,    the   faid  committee  of  ways  and  Farther  re- 
means,    took  this  affair  into  their  confideration  on  ^°^; 
Monday  the  8th  day  of  March,  when  the  following 
refolutions  were  moved  for,  viz. 

'  1 .  That  for  all  fpirituous  liquors,  which  any  re- 

*  taikr  thereof  Ihould,  from  and  after  the  24th  day 
4  of  June,    1736,    be  polfeffed  of,   there  mould  be 

*  granted  to  his  Majefty  a  duty  of  twenty  millings 
4  per  gallon. 

c  2.  That  from  and  after  the  24th  day  of  June 

*  1736,    the  fum  of  50/.  yearly  mould  be  paid  to 

*  his  Majefty,  for  a  licence  to  be  taken  out  yearly, 
6  by  every  perfon  keeping  a  public  brandy  (hop,  a 

*  public  vi&uallin.g-houfe,  coffee-houfe,  or  ale-houfe, 

*  or  being  an  inn-holder,    who  fhould  vend,    bar- 

*  ter,  or  utter,  any  fuch  fpirituous  liquors.'  And  on 
the  1 7th  of  Marchy  the  following  refolutions  were 
moved  for, 


1. 
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4   1.  That  the  duty  and    revenue,   which   mould 

*  arife  by  licences  for  vending  brandy  or  fpirits,  as 
4  alfo  the  prefent  duties  on  low  wines,  ftrong  v/a- 
4  ters,  brandy,  rum,  arrack,   and  all  other  fpirits, 

*  whether  foreign  or  Britijh\    and   fuch  duties  as 

*  mould  arife  by  retailing  the  fame,  mould  be 
4  united  to,    and   made  part  of  the  general  or  ag- 

*  gregate  fund  eftablifhed  by  the  act  of  the  firft  of 
4  King  George  I.  and  mould  be  iffued  and  applied 
1  to  the  ufes  to  which  the  faid  fund  is,  or  mould  be 

*  made  applicable. 

4  2.  That  all  the  feveral  annuities,  payments,  and 

*  appropriations,  which  were  then  charged  upon  and 

*  payable  out  of  the  faid  feveral  duties  on  ftrong 

*  waters,  brandy,  rum,  arrack,  or  any  other  fpirits, 

*  mould  be  charged  upon,  and  made  payable  out 
4  of  the  faid  aggregate  fund. 

Upon  the  motion  for  the  firft  of  thefe  refolutions, 
feveral  gentlemen  teftified  their  diflike  to  the  laying 
on  fo  high  a  duty  at  once  upon  all  fpirituous  li- 
quors ;  becaufe  it  was  really  in  fome  manner  laying 
a  prohibition  upon  the  retailer  of  any  fuch  -,  and 
particularly  William  Pulteney,  Efq-,  flood  up,  and 
fpoke  to  the  following  effect,  viz. 

Mr.  p«ite-       *  Sir,  I  believe  it  will  be  admitted  by  every  gen- 

^/sfpeech.  <  tleman,  that  the  conftant  and  exccfllve  ufe  of  fpi- 

4  rituous  liquors  among  the  inferior  rank  of  our 

*  people,  is  a  practice  which  has  of  late  years 
4  grown  to  a  monitrous  height,  and  it  will  be  as 
4  generally  and  as  readily  admitted,  that  this  prac- 
4  tice  is  dangerous  and  mifchievous  to  the  health, 
4  ftrength,  peace,  and  morals  of  the  people,  and  that 
c  it  tends  greatly  to  diminifh  the  labour  and  induftry 
4  of  his  Majefty's  fubjects,  therefore  I  believe  we 
c  mail  agree  in  this,    that  fome  method  ought  to 

4  be 
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«  be  taken  for  putting  a  flop  to  this  practice;  but 
c  whether  it  be  necdfary  for  this  end  to  Jay  a  total 
c  prohibition  upon  the  retail  of  fuch  liquors,  is  a 
■  queftion  that  will,  in  my  opinion,  admit  of  fome 
c  doubt,   and   deferves  our  mod    ferious  confidera- 

*  tion,  becaufe  or  the  many  bad  confequences  with 
c  which  luch  a  prohibition  muft  certainly  be  at- 
i  tended. 

'  Let  us  confider,  Sir,    that  the  diftilling  trade  is 
c  a  bufinefs  which  has  been  carried  on  by  royal  au- 

*  thority  for  about  a  hundred  years,  and  that  it  has 
4  been  not  only  highly  approved,  but  very  much 
4  encouraged  by  feveral  acls  of  Parliament  palled 
4  fince  the   revolution.      Under  fuch  public,    fuch 

*  great,  and  fuch  folemn  fanclions,  what  perfon  in 
c  the  kingdom  could  imagine,  that  the  trade  was  in 
4  itfelf  pernicious,  or  that  it  was  inconfiftent  with 
«  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  people  ?     No  Man 

*  could  :  And  accordingly,  great  numbers  of  his  Ma- 
'jefty's  fubjecls,  efpecially  within  thefe  laft  forty 
«  years,  have  betaken  themfelves  to  this  bufinefs,  and 
c  have  employed  all  the  money  they  were  matters  of 
4  in  providing  materials  proper  for  the  bufinefs. 
c  And  farther,  Sir,  as  the  diitilling  of  fuch  fpirits 
c  has  met  with  great  encouragement  from  the  legif- 
4  lature  for  many  years  pad ;  fo  likewife  the  retail 
4  of  them  has  been  fo  much  encouraged,  or  at  Jeaft 
4  connived  at,  that  there  is  not  now  an  inn,  an  ale- 
c  houfe,  or  a  cofiee-houfe  in  the  kingdom,  but  what 
c  owes  a  great  part  of  its  profits  to  the  retail  of  fuch 
c  liquors  :  By  which  means,  there  are  now  fuch  mul- 
'  titudes  of  families  in  the  kingdom  who  owe  their 

*  chief,  if  not  their  only  fupport  to  the  .diflilling, 
1  or  to  the  retail  of  fuch  liquors,  that  they  very  well 

*  defer ve  the  care,  and  the  confideration  of  a  Britijh 
4  houie  of  Commons. 

c  The  only  complaint  now  before  us,  Sir,   is  a- 

*  gainft  the  conftant  and  exceflive  ufe  of  fpirituous 
[  liquors  among  perfons  of  inferior  rank  :   There  is 

4  no 
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*  no  complaint  againft  the  liquors  themfelves,  nor 
4  was  it  ever  faid  that  a  moderate  ufe  of  any  fort  of 
4  fiich  liquors  was  hurtful ;  nay,  it  will  be  granted, 
4  I  believe,  that  the  moderate  ufe  of  them  is,  upon 
4  many  occafions,  convenient,  if  not  neceftary  ;  fo 
c  that  by  a  total  prohibition  of  fuch  liquors  by  retail, 
c  we  feem  to  be  carrying  the  remedy  much  farther 

*  than  the  difeafe,  even  with  refpecl:  to  our  home 
4  made  fpirits.  But  with  refpecl  to  rum,  I  am  fure 
'  there  was  never  any  complaint  againft  the  conftant 
c  and  exceflive  ufe  of  that  liquor  among  perfons  of 

*  inferior  rank,  therefore  I  can  fee  no  reafon  for  put- 
c  ting  a  flop  to  the  retail  of  that  liquor ;  and  when 

*  we  confider  the  prefent  low,  and  diftrefTed  con- 

*  dition  of  our  fugar  colonies,  and  that  they  are 
4  now  chiefly  fupported  by  the  fale  of  their  rum,  I 

*  think  we  ought  not  to  put  almoft  an  intire  flop  to 

*  the  confumption  of  that  liquor,  without  fome  very 

*  ftrong  and  very  urgent  reafons  for  fo  doing. 

*  From  what  I  have  faid,  Sir,  I  hope  no  gentle- 
4  man  will  fuppofe  or  imagine,  .  that  I  am  arguing 
4  againft  our  taking  fome  method  for  putting  a  flop 
4  to  the  conftant  and  exceflive  ufe  of  fuch  liquors  a- 

*  mong  perfons  of  inferior  rank.     No,  Sir,  I  fhall 
4  readily  and  willingly  agree  to  any  proper  method 
4  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  I  muft  declare,  that  my  con- 
4  cern  is  fo  great  for  the  multitudes  of  families,  both 
4  in  this  ifland  and  in  the  Wefi-hidies^  who  now  owe 
4  their  chief  fupport  to  the  making  and  vending  of 
4  fuch  liquors,  that  I  cannot  give  my  confent  to  any 
4  regulation  which  will  turn  them  intirely,    and  at 
4  once  out  of  that  bufmefs  to  which  they  at  prefent 
4  owe  their  chief  fupport  -,  efpecially,   as  I  am  con- 
4  vinced  the  difeafe  we  have  now  under  our  confide- 
4  ration,  does  not  any  way  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  a 
4  defperate  cure  :  And  I  have  likewife  fo  great  a  re- 
4  gard  for  his  Majefty  and  his  illuftrious  family,  and 
4  for  the  peace  and  quiet  of  this  kingdom,    that  I 

4  cannot 
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cannot  give  my  confent  to  a  regulation,  which  I 
forfeewill  raife  great  diffatisfaftion  to  the  prefent 
government,  and  may  produce  fuch  riots  and  tu- 
mults, as  may  endanger  our  prefent  eftablifhment, 
or  at  lead  fuch  as  cannot  be  quelled  withouo 
fpilling  the  blood  of  many  of  his  Majefty's  once 
faithful  fubjects,  and  putting  an  end  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people.  It  is  a  dangerous,  it  is,  Sir,  a 
terrible  thing,  to  reduce  many  thoufands  of  fami- 
lies at  once  to  a  ftateof  defpair,  which  will  be  the 
certain  confequence  of  laying  fo  high  duties  upon 
the  retail  of  fpirituous  liquors  as  will  amount  to  a 
total  prohibition. 

'  The  conftant  and  excefiive  ufe  of  fpirituous  li- 
quo/s  among  the  inferior  rank  of  our  people  is  the 
only  complaint  now  properly  before  us ;  and  as  it 
is  evident  that  this  grievance  proceeds  entirely  from 
the  low  price  of  our  home  made  fpirituous  liquors, 
it  is  certain,  that  a  duty  upon  all  fuch,  perhaps, 
lefs  than  that  which  was  impofed  by  the  late  act 
againft  Geneva,  would  prevent  the  conftant  and 
excefiive  ufe  of  fuch  liquors  among  the  inferior 
rank  of  our  people :  This,  Sir,  I  think,  is  evident 
from  the  eiTecl  of  thofe  duties  which  are  laid  upon 
brandy  and  rum  ;  for  it  is  certain,  that  brandy  and 
rum  are  more  coveted  by  the  vulgar,  and  may  ea- 
fily  be  made  more  palatable  than  any  fort  of  home 
made  fpirit;  yet  we  have  never  heard  of  great 
complaints  made  againfl:  the  conftant  and  excefiive 
ufe  of  brandy  or  rum  among  perfons  of  inferior 
rank  -,  the  reafon  of  which  certainly  is,  becaufe  the 
duties  upon  thefe  liquors  have  railed  the  price  fo 
high,  that  the  lower  fort  of  people  cannot  afford  to 
make  a  conftant  and  excefiive  ufe  of  them ;  and 
therefore  it  is  plain,  that  if  the  price  of  all  home 
made  fpirits  were,  by  a  duty  to  be  laid  upon  them, 
made  as  high  as  the  price  of  rum  is  at  prefent,  it 
would  prevent  the  conftant  and  excefiive  ufe  of  them 
among  the  vulgar. 

*  It 


%$z  Parliamentary     A.  1736, 

4  It  cannot  be  faid,  Sir,  that  nothing  but  a  total 
4  prohibition  can  be  an  effectual  remedy  againft  the 
4  evil  complained  of,  becaufe  we  all  know  that  the 
c  late  act  againft  geneva  was  effectual  fo  far  as  it 
4  went :  It  was  made,  we  know,  to  extend  only  to 
4  compound  fpirits,  and  with  refpect  to  them  it  was 
4  an  effectual  remedy,  for  it  put  an  intire  flop  to  the 
4  conftant  and  exceflive  ufe  of  fuch  fpirits  among 
'  thofe  of  inferior  rank  ;    but  fome  of  the  diftillers 

*  immediately  began  to  make  a  fort  of  plain  fpirit, 
4  which,  I  believe,  in  derifion  of  the  act,  they  called 

*  Parliament  brandy ,  and  this  the  common  people 

*  made  as  conftant  and  as  exceflive  an  ufe  of,  as  they 
4  had  before  done  of  compound  ipirits :  This  was 
4  the  cafe  of  that  act,  and  if  it  had  been  amended, 
c  and  made  to  extend  to  all  home-made  fpirits,  in- 
4  ftead  of  being  repealed,  there  would  never  have 
4  been  occafion  for  any  fuch  complaint  as  that  we 
4  have  now  before  us :  How  it  came  to  be  repealed 
4  I  fhall  not  now  take  upon  me  to  explain ;  but 
4  upon  recollecting  what  was  the  effect  of  that  act, 
4  I  think  we  need  not  give  ourfelves  any  great  trou- 

\  4  ble,   in   fearching  after  a  remedy  for  the  difeafe 

4  now  complained  of:  Let  us  but  revive  that  act, 
4  extend  it  to  all  home-made  fpirits,  and  add  fome 
4  claufes  for  preventing  any  perfon's  felling  fpirituous 
4  liquors  without  a  licence,  and  I  am  convinced  the 
4  remedy  will  be  found  to  be  effectual. 

4  But  admitting  that  nothing  but  a  total  prohibi- 
4  tion  will  do,  yet  for  God's  fake,  Sir,  let  us  have 
4  fome  regard  to  the  many  poor  families  that  are 
4  now  fupported,  by  the  diftilling  and  vending  of 
4  fpirituous  liquors :  Do  not  let  us,  for  God's  fake, 
4  turn  them  all  at  once  out  of  their  livelihood  :  Let 
4  us  confider  how  difficult  it  is  for  a  man,  who  has 
4  been  bred  up  to,  and  has  long  exercifed  one  fort  of 
4  bufinefs,  to  turn  himfelf  all  at  once  to  another,  by 
4  which  he  may  fupport  his  family  :  Let  us  confider 
J  what  a  lofs  he  muft  fuftain  by  the  fale  of  thofe  u- 
1  4  tenfils, 
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'*  tenfils,  he  had  occafion  for  in  his  former  way  of 
c  buiinefs :  the  difficulty  mult  upon  all  occafions  be 
«  great,  the  lofs  muft  be  eonfiderable  •,   but  by  turn- 

<  Ing  fuch  multitudes  adrift  at  once,  we  mail  make 
c  the  difficulty  inlurmountable,  and  the  lofs  irrepa- 
'  rable  •,  tor  there  will  be  fuch  numbers  brought  ac 
c  once  to  look  out  for  new  employments,  that  it  will 
f  make  it  impoffible  for  any  one  of  them  to  fucceed  % 

*  and  there  will  be  fuch  a  large  quantity  of  a  certain 
«  fort  of  materials  brought  at  once  to  the  market, 

<  that  none  of  them  will  bear  any  price.  In  fhorr, 
f  Sir,  the  difficulties  and  didreffes,  which  many  poor 
'  families  mull  be  drove  to,    raife  in  me  the  mod 

*  melancholy  reflections,  and  they  mud  raife  in  the 

*  bread  of  every  man  that  hears  me,  the  mod  com- 
c  paffionate  concern  •,  therefore,  if  it  be  thought  ab- 
€  folutely  neceffary  to  lay  on  fuch  duties  as  will 
4  amount  to  a  prohibition,  I  hope  they  will  not  be 
'  laid  on  all  at  once  :  We  may  now  lay  on  a  fmall 
€  duty  upon  all  forts  of  fpirits  fold  by  retail,  and  a 
'  fmall  duty  upon  licences  for  felling  by  retail ;  we 

*  may  increafe  thofe  duties  the  next  fefTion,   and  we 

*  may  go  on  increafmg  yearly,  till  they  be  at  lad 
'  brought  up  fo  high,  as  to  amount  to  a  prohibition  i 
4  By  this  method,  people  will  have  time  to  look 
4  about  them,  and  will  get  out  of  the  trade  by  de- 
'  grees  ;  which  will  make  it  the  lefs  hurtful  to  eve- 
1  ry  particular  man,  and  the  more  eafy  for  him  to 
i  fix  himfelf  in  fome  new  way  of  bufinefs,  by  which 
4  he  may  be  able  to  fupport  his  family. 

*  I  have  often  heard,  Sir,  of  fumptuary  laws,  by 

c  which  certain  forts  of  apparel,    or  rather  decora- 

*  tions,  have  been  forbid  to  be  worn  by  perfons  of 
'  inferior  rank  •,  but  I  never  yet  heard  of  a  fumptu- 
'  ary  law,  by  which  any  fort  of  victuals  or  drink, 
1  were  forbid  to  be  made  ufe  of  by  perfons  of  a  low 
c  degree  ;  yet  this  is,  as  it  appears  to  me,  what  feems 
6  to  be  now  intended  :  We  are  abfolutely  to  forbid 
4  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,    to  all  thole  who  are 
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*  not  able  to  purchafe  a  certain  number  of  gallons 

*  at  a  time :    A  poor  journeyman  or  labourer  mail 

*  not  have  a  dram,    mall  not  have  a  glafs  of  punch, 

*  unlefs  he  can  fpare  to  lay  out  eight  or  ten  millings 

*  at  a  time,  which  I  am  fure  two  thirds  of  our  peo- 
«  pie  cannot  well  fpare  to  do  :    Whereas,    if  a  man 

*  is  rich  enough  to  lay  out  eight  or  ten  millings  at  a 
4  time,  or  profligate  enough  to  pawn  his  coat,  in 
4  order  to  raife  the  money,   he  may  drink   as  much, 

*  he  may  commit  as  many  debauches  in  that  liquor 
'as  he  pleafes,  the  law  contrived  by  the  wifdom  of 
4  the  Britijh  legislature,  againft  the  exceffive  drinking 

*  of  fpirits,  fhalj  put  no  reftraint  upon  any  fuch  man: 

*  If  fpirituous  liquors,  even  when  taken  in  the  moil 
4  moderate  way,  are  of  fuch  a  pernicious  nature,  that 

*  they  ought  never  to  be  tailed  without  the  advice  and 

*  prefcription  of  a  phyfician,  we  ought  to  take  care 

*  of  the  rich  as  well  as  of  the  poor,  by  putting  it  out 

*  of  the  power  of  the  former  as  well  as  of  the  latter, 

*  to  tafte  the  bewitching  cup   without  fuch  advice 

*  and  prefcription  ♦,  but  if  the  moderate  ufe  of  fuch 
4  liquors  be  no  way  hurtful,  I  can  fee  no  reafon  for 
c  our  making  any  invidious  diftinction  between  the 
4  poor  and  the  rich  •,   let  us  leave  the  moderate  ufe 

*  of  fuch  liquors  to  all,  and  take  all  proper  methods 

*  for  preventing  their  being  immoderately  ufed  by 
'  any.  This  I  think,  Sir,  may  be  done  by  a  much 
4  lower  duty,  than  that  now  propofed,  and  therefore, 
4  tho'  I  have  as  great  a  regard  for  the  health  and  the 
4  morals  of  the  people,  as  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe, 
4  yet  I  cannot  but  be  againft  the  motion  now  made 
4  to  you,  becaufe  of  the  terrible  confequences  with 
4  which  it  muft  neceffarily  be  attended.' 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  in  general, 


Anfwer, 


4  That  no  fort  of  diftilled  fpirituous  liquor  was 
abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  nature,  that 
fuch  liquors  were  at  firft  ufed  only  by  phyficians, 

furgeons, 
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4  furgeons,  and  apothecaries,  in  fome  dangerous  diA 

*  tempers,  and  were  never  difpenfed  by  them  but  in 
4  fmall  quantities  •,  but  when  fuch  liquors  were  to  bz 
4  met  with  at  every  corner,  and  people  left  at  liber- 
4  ty  to  take  as  much  of  them  as  they  pleafed,  few 
4  peribns  could  keep  themfelves  within  any  bounds, 
4  becaufe  a  fmall  quantity  deprived  them  of  their 
c  reafon,  and  the  companions  they  ufually  met  with 
4  at  fuch  places,    encouraged  and  tempted  them  to 

*  drink  to  excefs :  That  it  was  impofllble  to  prevent 
«  this  excefs,  without  greatly  diminiming  the  num- 
«  ber  of  retailers  of  fuch  liquors,  and  raifing  the  price 

■  fo  high,  as  to  put  them  out  of  the  reach  of  all  per- 

■  fons  of  inferior  rank,  who  were  the  only  fort  of 
4  people,  that  were  generally  apt  to  make  a  cuftom 
4  of  getting  drunk  with  fuch  liquors  5  for  that  very 
4  few  of  the  better  fort  of  people,  had  ever  been 
4  found  to  commit  frequent  debauches  in  fuch  liquors ; 
«  and  even  with  refpecl;  to  them,  by  putting  it  out 
8  of  their  power  to  meet  with  fuch  liquors,  at  a  cheap 

*  rate,  in  any  place  of  public  refort,  the  tempta- 
4  tions  which  may  arife  from  promifcuous  company, 
1  or  from  companions  and  friends  meeting  together, 
4  would  be  entirely  taken  away  *,  and  very  few  per- 
4  fons  were  fo  ridiculoufly  abandoned,  as  to  get 
4  drunk  by  themfelves,    without  any  company  or 

*  converfation. 

4  That  they  were  very  fenfible  of  the  difficulties, 

4  to  which  great  numbers  of  his  Majcfty's  fubjedts 

4  would  be  reduced,  by  the  duties  to  be  laid  upon  the 

4  retail  of  fuch  liquors ;  but  the  intereft  of  every  par- 

4  ticular  man,  mud  give  way  to  the  general  interefb ; 

4  and  where  the  preiervation  of  the  fociety   was  fo 

4  vifibly  and  fo  effentially  concerned,    the  prejudice 

4  that  fome  few  particular  perfons  might  furTer,  was 

4  not  to  be  regarded.     However,    that  all  poflible 

4  care  would  be  taken  of  thofe,  that  might  any  way 

*  furTer  by  the  duties  to  be  laid  upon  tke  retail  of 
4  fpirituous  liquors,   in  order  that  they  might  be  ena~ 
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'  bled  to  fall  upon  fome  other  way   of  fupporting 

*  their  families  •,    and  as  every  one  would  be  con- 

*  vinced,  that  their  being  turned  out  of  their  prefent 
4  way  of  fupporting  their  families,  was  become  ne- 
4  ceflary,  for  the  public  good  of  their  country,  and 
4  for  the  prefervation   of  the  people  in  general,    it 

*  was  to  be  prefumed,  that  every  man  would  wil- 
4  lingly  fubmit  to  fuch  a  regulation,  fo  that  it  could 
4  not  raife  any  difafrec"tion  to  his  Majefty's  ptrfon  or 
4  government,  nor  could  it  produce  any  riots  or 
4  tumults. 

4  That  with  refpedl  to  rum  and  brandy,    it  was 

*  very  certain,  that  they  likewife  had  been  often 
4  drank  to  a  very  great  excefs,  notwithftanding  the 
'  high  duties  laid  upon  them,  and  were  as  pernicious 
4  both  to  the  health  and  the  morals  of  the  people, 
4  as  any  home  made  fpirit :  That  it  would  be  ridi- 
4  culous  to  lay  a  higher  duty  upon  home  made  fpi- 

*  rits,  which  were  the  manufacture  of  the  fubjects 
4  of  this  ifland,  than  upon  rumor  brandy,  efpecially 

*  the  latter  -,  and  that  if  our  fugar  iflands  mould 
fe  fuffer  a  little,    by  cur  leffening  the  confumption  of 

*  rum,  they  could  not  complain,  when  they  confider- 
4  ed  that  it  was  for  the  fake  of  preferving  their  mo- 
4  ther  country,  the  general  i'ntereft  of  which  was 
4  always  to  be  preferred,  to  the  particular  intereft  of 
4  any  colony  ;  for  if  any  fort  of  fpirit  fhould  be 
6  exempted  from  the  duties  then  to  be  impofed,  the 
4  retailers  would  fell  all  forts  of  fpirits  under  that 
4  denomination,  and  the  diftillers,  would  compound 
4  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  would  be  impofTi- 
4  ble  to  difcover  the  fallacy. 

4  That  they  would  willingly  agree  to  the  method 
4  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  of  laying 
4  on  but  a  fmall  duty  at  once,  and  railing  that  duty 
4  by  degrees  •,  but  they  were  very  fure,  the  laying 
4  on  a  fmall  duty  would  not  be  an  effectual  remedy 
6  for  the  evil  fo  loudly  complained  of  s  and  if  the 

4  fpirit 
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«  fpirit  which  was  then  in  the  nation  again  ft  all  forts 
1  61  diftilled  fpiritftous  liquors  fhould  Be  allowed  to 
c  fubfide,  they  were  afraid  they  would  never  be  able 

*  to  get  any  new  act  pi  (Ted  for  rafting  that  duty, 

*  becaufe  of  the  multitudes  of  people  that  would  al- 
c  ways  be  engaged  by  their  own  private  intereft  to 
'  oppofe  the  palling  of  any  fuch  law  ;  therefore  they 
c  thought  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary,  to  take  advan- 
4  tage  of  the  prefent  conjuncture,  in  order  to  put  an 
c  effectual  (lop  to  a  practice,  which  had  been  io  long, 
'  and  fo  juftly  complained  of;  and  for  that  reafon, 
c  they  were  for  agreeing  with  the  motion.' 

The  queftion  being  then  put  upon  the  motion,  it  Qucfticn, 
was  agreed  to  without  any  farther  debate,  and  with- 
out any  divifion,  as  was  the  other  refolution  of  the 
8th  of  March  above-mentioned  :  The  other  two  re- 
folutions  which  were  propofed  on  the  17th,  occa- 
fioned  a  much  longer  debate,  but  they  likewife  were 
agreed  to  without  a  divilion. 

ON  the  19th  the  faid  refolutions  of  the  Com- RcPort- 
mittee  were  reported  to  the  houfe,  when  thoie 
ot  the  17th  were  again  debated  ♦,  but  all  the  four  re- 
folutions were  at  lad  agreed  to  by  the  houfe  ;  and 
then  a  motion  was  made,  that  the  refolutions  report- 
ed from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  who 
were  appointed  to  confider  of  the  petition  of  his 
Majefty's  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex^  in  their  general  quarter  feffions  aflembled,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  houfe  upon  Tuefday  the  24th  day 
of  February  lad,  might  be  read  ;  and  the  fame  being 
read  accordingly,  it  was  ordered,  c  That  a  bill 
fc  fhould  be  brought  in  upon  the  refolutions  then  Iaft 

*  read,  and  alfo  upon  the  refolutions  that  day  report- 
c  ed  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to 
'  whom  it  was  referred,  to  confider  farther  of  ways 
c  and  means  for  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
•'.  Majefty,  and  agreed  to  by  the  houfe  •,  and  that  the 
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«  Mailer  of  the  Rolls,    Sir  Charles  Turner,    Mr. 

*  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Doddington,  Sir 

*  George  Oxendon,  and  Mr.  Wilmington*  fhould  pre- 
«  pare  and  bring  in  the  fame.' 

fxlftwl  ^^  Monday  the    2 2d  of  March,    a  motion  was 

for.16'     '  V-/    made,    *  That  the  commifiioners  of  the  excife 

4  fhould  lay  before  the  houfe  an  account  of  the  net 

«.  produce  of  the  hereditary  and  temporary  excife, 

*  from  Midfummer  1716,   to  Midfummer  1726,  di- 

*  ftinguifhing  each  year,  and  the  produce  of  the  fe- 

*  veral  duties  belonging,  to  the  faid  excife.' 


motion. 


caufeofthis  The  better  to  apprehend  the  reafons  for  this  mo- 
tion, it  may  be  proper  to  take  notice,  that  the  firft 
two  of  the  four  refolutions,  agreed  to  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  as  above-mentioned,  were 
moved  for  by  the  Mafler  of  the  Rolls,  and  agreed 
to  on  the  8th-,  and  v/ere,  as  was  imagined  by  many, 
all  that  was  necefTary  for  the  foundation  of  a  bill ; 
but  when  they .  were  going  to  direct  their  chairman, 
to  report  thefe  two  refolutions  to  the  houfe,  an  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  had  been  for  thefe  two  re- 
folutions,   flood  up  and  moved,  c  That  they  might 

*  fit  again  before  they  directed  any  report,    becaufe 

*  as  the  duties  propofed  to  be  laid  upon  fpirituous 

*  liquors,    would  certainly  very  much  diminifh  the 

*  confumption*  of  fuch  fpirits,    it  was  not  to  be  ex- 

*  peeled  that  the  duties  upon  fuch  fpirits  would  pro- 

*  duce  fo  much  yearly,   as  they  had  formerly  done; 

*  and  as  the  former  produce  flood  appropriated  for 
'  anfwering  certain  annuities  and  payments,  particu- 

*  larly  to  the  civil  lift,  it  would  be  necefTary  to  con- 

*  fider  of  ways  and  means,  to  make  good  the  defi- 
4  ciencies  that  might  happen  by  the  two  refolutions 

*  they  had  then  agreed  to : '  Whereupon  the  Commit- 
tee agreed  to  fit  again  upon  that  affair  before  making 
any  report ;  and  accordingly  on  the   1 7th,  the  houfe 

re- 
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refolved  itfelf  again  into  the  faid  Committee,  when 
the  fame  gentleman  acquainted  the  houfe,  c  That  the 
1  fhare  the  civil  lift  only,  hail  in  the  duties  on  fpi- 
4  rituous  liquors,  had  for  feveral  years  laft  pad  a- 
4  mounted  to  at  leaft  70,000  /.  yearly,  one  year  with 
4  another';  and  as  a  great  part  of  this  annuity  would 
1  be  loft  to  the  crown,  it  was  neceflary  to  make  it 
4  good  from  fome  other  fund  ;  therefore  he  propofed 
c  appropriating  all  the  duties  on  fpirituous  Jiquors 
4  to  the  aggregate  fund,  which  makes  a  part  ot  the 
c  finking  fund,  and  charging  that  fund  with  all   the 

*  annuities  and  payments  formerly  payable  out  of 
1  thefe  duties  •/  in  purfuance  of  which,  he  moved 
for  the  two  refolutions  agreed  to  on  the  17th  as 
above-mentioned.  This  proportion  brought  on  a 
debate,  in  which  it  was  ftrongly  infifted,  ■  That  the 
4  civil  lift,  inftead  of  being  a  lofer,  would  be  a 
4  gainer  by  leflening  the  confumption  of  fpirits,  be- 
4  caufe  the  confumption  of  beer  and  ale,  and  of 
c  wine,  and  the  produce  of  the  duties  on  wine  li- 
4  cences,  Es? c.  would  be  thereby  greatly  increafed  ; 
c  fo  that  the  lofs  the  crown  might  fuftain,  by  lefien- 

*  ing  the  produce  of  the  duties  upon  fpirituous  lt- 
4  quors,  would  be  much  more  than  made  good,  by 
c  the  increafe  of  almoft  all  the  other  revenues  appro- 
'  priated  to  the  civil  lift ;  particularly  that  upon 
6  beer  and  ale.' 

Upon  the  other  fide  it  was  granted,    c  That  there 

c  might  probably  be  an  increafe  in  the  excife  upon 

*  beer  and  ale ;  but,  as  what  the  amount  of  that  in- 
4  creafe  might  be,  was  uncertain  ;  and  as  the  amount 
4  of  the  lofs  the  crown  was  to  fuftain  was  certain, 
4  therefore  that  lofs  ought  then  to  be  made  good  out 

*  of  fome  certain  produce  ;  and  if  there  did  really 
4  happen  any  increafe   in   the  excife  upon  beer  and 

*  ale,  they  might  call  for  an  account  of  it  in  two  or 

*  three  years  after,  in  order  that  the  fame  might  be 

*  appropriated  to  the  aggregate  fund,  for  making 
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c  good  what  was  propofed  to  be  taken  from  that 
'  fund.' 
Diviiion.  This  debate  gave  occafion  to  the  calling  for  the 

faid  account,  of  the  net.  produce  of  the  hereditary 
and  temporary  excife,  &c.  in  order  that  it  might 
afterwards  from  thence  appear,  what  increafe  had 
arifen  in  the  excife  upon  beer  and  ale,  by  the  pre- 
venting or  lefTening  the  confumption  of  fpirituous 
liquors  ;  and  in  order  that  that  increafe  might  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  aggregate  fund,  by  the  bill  which 
was  then  to  be  brought  in :  But  upon  putting  the 
queflion,  after  a  long  debate,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative,  by  182  to  122. 


Bill  brought  ^v  £j  Monday  the  29th  day  of  March,  the  maft er 
\J?  of  the  rolls  prefented  to  the  houfe,  according  to 
order,  the  faid  bill,  which  was  intitled,  A  bill  fcr  lay- 
ing a  duty  upon  the  retailers  of  fpirituous  liquors,  and 
for  licenfmg  the  retailers  thereof  \  and  the  fame  be- 
ing received,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  flood 
up,  and,  by  his  Majeity's  command,  acquainted  the 
houfe,   c  That  as  the  alterations  propofed  to  be  made 
G  by  that  bill,  in  the  duties  charged  upon  all  fpiritu- 
4  ous  liquors,  might,  in  a  great  degree,  affect  fome 
6  parts  of  his  Majefty's  civil  lift  revenues  arifing  from 
G  the  fame,  his  Majefty,  for  the  fake  of  remedying 
?  fo  great  an  evil,  as  was  intended  by  that  bill  to  be 
'  prevented,  confented   to  accept  any  other  revenue 
1  of  equal  value,  to  be  fettled  and  appropriated  in 
f  lieu  of  his  intereft  in  the  faid  duties.' 
Motion  for        The  bill  was  then  read  the  firlt  time,  and  order- 
Fmtingit.    e^  tQ  ke  reacj  a  fcCQnd  time:  After  which  a  motion 

was  made,  That  the  faid  bill  fliould  be  printed, 
which  occafioned  fome  debate  ;  but,  upon  the  que- 
ftionJs  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

Merchants  On  Wednefday,  March  31ft,  the  faid  bill  was, 
'aim^ne"  according  to  order,  read  a  fecond  time,  and  com- 
>m,°  mitted   to   a  committee  of  the  whole   houfe;  and 

%  on 
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on  the  6th  of  April*  a  petition  of  the  merchants  and 
planters  trading  to  and  interefted  in  the  Britijh  fugar 
colonies  in  America*  was  preiented  to  the  houfe,  and 
read  •,  fetting  forth,  That  the  resolutions  which  the 
houfe  had  come  to,  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  a 
duty  of  20  s.  per  gallon  for  all  fpirituous  liquors  fold 
by  retail,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  fum  of  50/. 
yearly  to  his  Majefty,  by  every  perfon  retailing  the 
fame,  would  bring,  as  the  petitioners  apprehended, 
unavoidable  ruin  on  the  fugar  colonies  •,  though  the 
evil  complained  of  did  not  arife  from  the  confump- 
tion  of  the  commodities  imported  from  the  faid  co- 
lonies •,  and  reprefenting  to  the  houfe  a  ftate  of  their 
ofc,  with  regard  to  the  confumption  of  fugar,  mo- 
lafTes  and  rum,  as  it  would  be  affected  by  the  bill 
brought  in  upon  the  faid  refolutions  •,  in  full  affu- 
rance  that  the  wifdom  of  the  Legiflature  would  find 
means  effectually  to  fupprefs  the  evils,  occafioned  by 
the  excefnve  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  without  de- 
ftroying  the  fugar  trade,  upon  which  the  fubfiftence 
of  fo  many  thoufands  of  his  Majefty's  fubjects  de- 
pended ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the  petitioners 
might  be  heard  by  themfelves  or  their  counfel, 
againft  fo  much  of  the  faid  bill  as  they  conceived 
might  extend  to  their  prejudice,  or  affect  the  Briti(h 
fugar  trade. 

After  the  reading  of  this  petition,  a  motion   was  Motion  for 
made,  That  the  faid  petition  mould  be  referred  to  ^erring  this 
the  confideration  of  the  committee   of   the  whole  p" 
houfe,  to  whom  the  faid  bill    was  committed ;  and 
that  the  petitioners,  if  they  thought    fit,  fhould   be 
heard  by  themfelves  or  their  counfel   before  the  faid 
committee,  according  to  the  prayer  of  their  petition  ; 
but  this  motion  being  objected  to,  and  it  being  al- 
ledged,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  method  of  pro- 
ceeding in  that  houfe,  to  hear  counfel  or  parties,  up- 
on any  petition  againft  a  money  biil,  the  gentlemen 
who  had  made  and  feconded  the  motion,  defired  the 
following  journals  might  be  read,  viz. 

1.  The 
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joarnai*  ja  The  journal  of  the  houfe  of  the  10th  day  of 

June,  in  the  10th  year  of  the  reign  of  King  William, 
in  relation  to  the  feveral  petitions  of  the  bailiffs, 
wardens,  and  commonalty,  of  the  occupation,  art, 
and  myftery  of  weavers,  within  the  city  of  London, 
and  of  the  wardens  and  afiiftants  of  the  company  of 
worfled  weavers  in  the  city  of  Norwich,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Norfolk^  and  to  the  feveral  orders  of  the  houfe 
thereupon  -,  and  to  the  order  of  the  houfe,  for  refer- 
ring the  confideration  of  the  petition  of  the  Eaft- In- 
dia company  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
to  whom  the  bill  for  raifing  a  fum,  not  exceeding 
two  millions,  for  fettling  a  perpetual  fund  for  pay- 
ment of  certain  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  eight 
pounds  per  cent,  per  annum  for  every  hundred  pound, 
and  for  farther  advantage  therein  mentioned,  re- 
deemable by  Parliament,  was  committed,  and  for 
hearing  the  faid  company  by  their  counfel  upon  tkc 
faid  bill  before  the  laid  committee. 

2.  The  journal  of  the  houfe  of  the  15th  of  Aprils 
in  the  eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of  King  William, 
in  relation  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  who  were  appointed  to  confider  of 
the  bill  for  taking  off  the  remaining  duties  on  glafs 
wares. 

3.  The  journal  of  the  houfe  of  the  5th  day  of 
May,  in  the  13th  year  of  the  reign  of  King  William^ 
in  relation  to  the  petition  of  feveral  perfons,  in  be* 
half  of  themfelves  and  many  others,  who  did  ad- 
vance and  pay  into  the  receipt  of  his  Majefty's  Ex- 
chequer',  the  fum  of  563,700  /.  at  a  time  of  extraor- 
dinary necefTity,  on  the  faith  and  credit  of  an  act  of 
Parliament,  made  in  the  fixth  and  feventh  years  of 
his  Majefty's  reign  ;  and  to  the  order  of  the  houfe, 
for  hearing  the  petitioners  by  counfel  at  the  bar  of 
the  houfe. 

4.  The 
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4.  The  journal  of  the  houfe  of  the  3d  day  of  A- 
pril,  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Wil- 
liam* in  relation  to  the  petition  of  the  matter  and 
keepers,  or  wardens  and  commonalty  of  the  myftery 
and  art  of  brewers  of  the  city  of  London,  and  to  the 
order  of  the  houfe  thereupon. 

5.  The  journal  of  the  houfe  of  the  7th  day  ofytf- 
fril  following,  in  relation  to  the  petition  of  Richard, 
George  and  Anne  Dajhwood*  younger  children  of 
George  Dajlnvood,  Efq;  deceafed  •,  and  to  the  peti- 
tion of  the  moil  noble  Barbara,  Dutchefs  of  Cleve- 
land, and  to  the  feveral  orders,  of  the  houfe  there- 
upon. 

6.  The  committee  book  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  upon  the 
9th  day  of  April,  1696,  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  to  whom  the  bill  concerning  low  wines 
was  committed. 

7.  The  journal  of  the  houfe  of  the  9th  day  of 
May,  in  the  13  th  year  of  the  reign  of  King  William* 
in  relation  to  the  hearing  of  counfel  at  the  bar,  upon 
the  petition  of  the  perfons,  who  advanced  and  paid 
into  his  Majefty's  Exchequer  the  fum  of  564,700  /, 
upon  the  credit  of  the  act  for  laying  duties  upon  coals 
and  culm. 

8.  The  journal  of  the  houfe  of  the  20th  day  of 
March,  in  the  firfb  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anney 
in  relation  to  the  order  of  the  houfe,  for  referring  the 
confideration  of  the  petition  of  the  agents,  planters, 
and  merchants,  concerned  in  and  trading  to  the 
ifland  of  Barbadoes,  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  to  whom  the  bill  for  the  better  fupport  of  her 
Majefty's  houfhold,  and  of  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  the  crown,  was  committed. 

All 


3%  Parliamentary     A.  1736. 

All  which  journals  were  accordingly  read  ;  and 
then  the  gentlemen  who  were  for  the  motion,  pro- 
ceeded to  this  effect-,  viz. 

As&xment        c  That  with  refpect  to  thofe  money  bills,  which 

far  tke  mo-  .  \      -        r  r  i  e>- 

coa.  *  were  brought  in  tor  anlwering  the  current  fervice 

*  of  the  enfuing  year,  there  was  fome  reafon  for  not 
1  admitting  petitioners  to  be  heard  againft  them; 
'  becaufe  fuch  fervices  required  an   immediate  fup- 

*  ply,  they  could  net  be  carried  on  without  money, 

*  and  they  generally  could  not  admit  of  any  delay ; 

*  therefore  the  public  fafety  made' it  often  neceffary 

*  to  pafs  fuch  bills  -with  the  utmoft  difpatch  \    and 

*  for  that  reafon  the  houfe  had  laid  it  down  as  a 
c  rule,  not  to  admit  petitioners  to  be  heard  againft 
c  them ;    but  even   in  fuch  cafes  the  rule  was  not 

*  without  exception,  as  appeared  from  the  journals 
'  that  had  been  read  to  them,  efpecially  the  firft, 
'  where  petitioners  were  admitted  to  be  heard  againft 

*  that  bill,  notwithstanding  the  great  fum  that  was 
c  thereby  to  be  raifed,  and  notwithstanding  the  great- 

*  eft  part  of  that  fum  was  defigned,  and  was  abfo- 

*  lutely  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  our  civil  govern- 
c  ment,  and  of  our  land  and  fea-fervices,  as  appear- 
c  ed  by  the  claufe  of  appropriation  contained  in  that 
c  adl .5  and  confidering  the  precarious  fituation  the 
'  affairs  of  Europe  were  then  in,  it  could  not  be  de- 
4  nied,  but  that  the  demands  for  thofe  fervices  were 
c  then  as  preffing,  and  required  as  much  difpatch  as 

*  could  almoft  at  any  one  time  be  fuppofed. 

c  But  that,   with  refpect  to  the   bill  then  before 
c  them,  it  could  not  properly   be  called  a  money 

*  bill :  There  were*  'twas  true,  fome  taxes  to  be 
c  impofed  by  the  bill,  but  thofe  taxes  were  not  de- 
«  figned  as  fupplies  for  anfwering  the  current  fervice 
4  of  the  year  :  They  were  defigned  only  for  putting 
c  an  end  to  an  abufe  which  had  lately  crept  in  a- 
c  mong  our  people  ;  and  therefore  the  rule,  for  not 

*  admit- 
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4  admitting  petitioners  to  be  heard  againft  a  money 
4  bill,  could  in  no  manner  of  way  be  applied  to  the 
4  bill  then  before  them. 

To  this  it  was  added,  c  That  with  refpect  to  any 
4  trade,  in  which  the  iubjccls  of  this  nation  had  no 
4  rival,  the  legifiature  might  pretty  freely  make  fuch 
L  regulations  as  they  had  a  mind ;  but  with  refp:ct  to 
4  any  trade,  in  which  our  fubj^cts  were  rivalled  by 
4  foreign  powers,  we  ought  to  be  extremely  cautious 
4  in  making  any  new  regulation  ;  becaufe  in  fuch  a 
1  cafe  the  final  left  difcouragement  might  give  fo- 
4  reigners  fuch  an  advantage  over  us,  as  might  en- 
4  able  them  to  turn  us  intirely  out  of  the  trader 
4  which  might  very  probably  be  the  cafe,  with  re- 
4  ipect  to  the  fugar  trade ;  for  in  that  trade  it  was 
4  well  known,  we  had  a  mod  powerful  and  a  rnoft 
4  dangerous  rival ;  and  for  us  to  make  a  new  re- 
4  gulation  which  might  affect  that  trade,  without  fo 
4  much  as  hearing  what  our  own  fubjecls  who  were 
4  engaged  in  the  trade,  had  to  (ay  againft  fuch  regu- 
4  lation,  was  fhewing  fuch  a  difrcgard  to  the  fubje&s, 
4  and  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Great- Br  it W;?,as 
4  they  hoped  would  never  in  any  cafe  be  fhewn  by 
4  that  houfe.' 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  in   general    4  That  e-  Anfwer. 

4  very  bill,  by  which  any  tax  was  levied  upon  the 

4  fubject,  was  a  money  bill,    and   had  always  been 

4  underftood  as  fuch  by  that  houfe  •,    and  therefore 

4  the  bill  then  before  them  was  as  .much  a  money 

4  bill  as  any  other,     That,  with  refpect  to  the  rule 

4  of  not  hearing  petitioners  againft  fuch  bills,  it  muil 

4  be  fuppofed  to  have  had  a  beginning,  as  all  fuch 

c  rules  have  ;  and  therefore  before  that  rule  came  to 

4  be  fully  eftablilhed,  as  a  rule  for  directing  the  future 

4  proceedings  of  that  houfe,  many  precedents  might 

4  be  quoted  againft  theobfervingof  that  rule, becaufe 

4  it  was  from  thofe  very  precedents  that  the  rule  took 

1  its  rife  :  It  has  been  obftrved,  that  as  foon  as  any 

4  bill 
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c  bill  was  brought  in  for  laying  a  tax  or  duty  upon 
c  any  fort  of  goods,  the  dealers  in  fuch  goods  always 
e-  petitioned,  and  delired  to  be  heard  by  themfelves, 
c  or  their  counfel  againft  the  bill,  and  always  under 
«  a  pretence,  that  the  palling  of  fuch  a  bill  would  in- 

*  jure  the  trade  of  the  nation  •,  yet  upon  hearing  what 
-c  they  had  to  fay,  it  was  generally  found,  that  all 
e  their  argumrnts  proceeded  from  private  prejudices 
c  or  felvifh  views,  or  that  they  had  nothing  to  offer 
c  but  what  had  been  before  under  the  confideration 
c  of  the  houfe ;  fo  that  it  almoft  always  appeared 
4  that  the  hearing  of  fuch  petitioners  by  themfelves 

*  or  their  counfel,  was  taking  up  a  great  deal  of  the 

*  time  of  the  houfe  to  no  purpofe  :  For  this  reafon, 
c  the  houfe  came  at  laft  to  eftablifh  it  as  a  rule  not  to 
4  be  departed  from,  not  to  admit  petitioners  to  be 
c  heard  by  themfelves,   or  their  counfel  againft  any 

*  fuch  bill,  which  rule  had  then  been  inviolably  ob- 

*  ferved  for  many  years,  and  the  reafon  for  obferving 
«  it  was  as  ftrong,  with  refpecl  to  the  bill  then  be- 

*  fore  them,  as  with  refpedt  to  any  other. 

<  That  they  ought,  without  doubt,  to  be  extreme- 

*  ly  cautious  in  making  any  regulation  which  might 
c  difcourage  our  fugar  trade,  or  our  fugar  colonies, 

*  but  neither  that  trade,    nor  any  of  thofe  colonies 

*  could  be  of  any  weight,  when  put  in  the  balance 

*  againft  the  health  and  the  happinefs  of  the  people 

*  of  Great-Britain  -,  and  if  for  the  prefervation  of 

*  the  health  and  the  morals  of  the  people  of  Great- 

*  Britain,  they  found  themfelves  under  a  neceflity  of 
c  making  a  regulation,  which  might  leffen  the  con- 
c  fumption  of    fugar  among  the   people   of    this 

*  ifland,  they  mult  fall  upon  fome  way  of  giving  an 
c  encouragement  to  that  trade,  with  refpect  to  foreign 
c  markets,  which  would  be  a  greater  advantage  to 

*  the  nation,  and  would  prevent  the  ruin  of  our  own 

*  people.     But  that  for  this  purpofe,  they  had  no  oc  - 

*  cafion  for  hearing  the  petitioners  by  themfelves  or 

6  their 
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c  their  counfel  ;  becaufe,  as  every  one  of  them  had 
1  a  reprefentaiive  in  that  houfe,  they  might  commu- 
'  nicate  their  thoughts  upon  that  fubject  to  their  fe- 

*  veral  reprefentatives,  by  which  means  the  houfe 
c  would  be  as  fully  informed  of  what  they  had   to 

*  fay,  as  if  they  were  to  be  heard  by  themfelves  or 
'  their  counfel  at  the  bar  ;    and  therefore,    as  the 

*  granting  them  any  fuch  hearing,  would  be  taking 

*  up  the  time  of  the  houfe  to  no  purpofe,  they  could 

*  not  but  be  againit  it.' 

The  queftion  was  then  put  upon  the  motion,  and  Qu*&cn, 
carried  in  the  negative,  without  a  divifion  :  Where- 
upon the  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Immediately  after,  a  petition  of  the  matter,  war-  Bnjioi  pen- 
dens, affiftants,  and  commonalty  of  the  fociety  of  J^g" 
merchants,  adventurers  within  the  city  of  Brijlol^ 
under  the  common  feal,  was  prefented  to  the  houfe, 
and  read  ;  fetting  forth,  '  That  the  bill  then  depend- 
1  ing  before  the  houfe,  to  lay  a  duty  of  20  s.  a  gal- 
c  Ion  on  all  fpirituous  liquors  fold  by  retail,  and  a 
'  fum  of  50  /.  yearly,  to  be  paid  by  every  retailer 
c  of  the  fame,  would,  if  enacted,  be  deftructive  to 
c  the  petitioners,  and  many  thouflinds  more  of  his 
c  Majefty's  fubjedts,  as  well  in  the  fugar  colonies,  as 
4  in  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  faid  city  ;  and  there- 
c  fore,  imploring  the  houfe  to  confider  the  great  lofs, 
'  which  mud   immediately  and  thereafter  enfue  to 

*  the  revenue,  navigation,  traders,  and  others  con- 
4  cerned  in  fugar  and  rum,    and  what  advantage 

*  foreigners  might  make  thereof;  and  to  afford  fuch 

*  relief  therein,  as  to  the  houfe  fhould  feem  meet; 
4  for  that,    in  their  humble  opinion,    a  proper  re- 

*  lief  might  be  granted  to  them,  without  preventing 
c  the  evil  complained  of  in  the  bill  from  being  et- 
4  feclually  fupprefTed. 

This  petition  was  likewife  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table.  On 


368  Parliamentary     A.  1736, 

SThTbiiT  ^n  Wedntfday  the  ytli  of  April,  the  order  of 
the  houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe  upon  the  faid  bill  being  read,  a  great 
number  of  accounts  relating  to  this  affair,  were  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  faid  committee  %  and  then 
the  houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  com- 
mittee, they  made  fome  progrefs  in  the  bill,  with- 
out any  great  debate  or  divifion  ;  after  which  they 
put  off  the  farther  confideration  of  the  bill  to  Friday 
then  next. 

Liverpool         On  Thurfday  the  8th,  a  petition  of  the  merchants^ 

^iiiu'    ar)d  owners  of  fhips,    trading  from  the  port  of  Li- 

verpool,   in  the  county  palatine  of  Lane  after,  to  and 

from  the  Britifh  fugar  colonies  in  America,  was  pre- 

fented  to  the  houfe,  and  read  -,  fetting  forth,  *  That 

*  the  greateft  and  principal  branch  of  their  trade 

*  confided  in  the  exportation  of  manufactures,  the 
6  produce  of  Great-Britain,  to  our  colonies  in  Ame- 
e  rich,  and  bringing  Mufccvado  fugars  in  return 
6  for  th^  fame •,  three  fourth  parts  of  which  fugars, 
6  could  not  be  confumed  without  being  firft  refined, 
1  and  two  fifth  parts,  when  refined,  were  drawn  in- 

*  to  molaffes,  whereof  near  two  thirds  were  diftilled 

*  into  fpirits ;  and  that,  if  the  bill  brought  in  upon 
s  feveral  refolutions  of  the  houfe,  in  order  to  lay  a 
c  duty  of  20  j.  a  gallon  upon  all  kinds  of  fpirituous 
c  liquors  retailed   within   this  kingdom,    rum  from 

*  his  Majefty's  plantations  not  excepted,  mould  pafs 

*  into  a  law,  the  greater!:  confumption  of  refined  fu- 
4  gars  would  be  intirely  loft  -,    and  rum,  which  is 

*  near  a  fourth  part  in  value  of  the  produce  of  our 
4  fugar  colonies,  would  alio  be  rendered  of  little  or 

*  no  value,  and  two  thirds  of  the  molafTes  produced 
4  from  refined  fugars,  muft  become  ufelefs,   to  the 

*  inevitable  ruin  of  our  fugar  plantations,   and  de- 

*  ftruction  of  the  two  moft  valuable  branches  of  our 

*  foreign  trade,  to  the  Britijh  colonies  and  the  coafl 

4  of 
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c  of  Africa \  and  therefore  exprefiing  their  hope, 

4  that  the  legiflature  would  not  hazard  to  beneficial 

'  a  trade,  to  cure  an  evil,    that  never  would  have 

c  happened  from  rum,  or  any  other  liquor  of  that 

4  value,  but  would  be  able  to  find  means  effectually 

1  to  fupprefsthe  fame,  without  extending  fuch  means 

*  to  any  of  the  liquors  that  were  diftilled  from  the 
4  produce  of  our  own  plantations;  and  praying,  that 
c  the  houfe  would  be  pleafed  to  take  their  cafe  into 

*  confideration,  and  give  fuch  relief  therein,  as  the 
c  houfe  mould  find  moft  meet. 

This  petition  was  likewife  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table. 

Next  day  the  order  of  the  houfe  being  read,  for  D\a\ikrs  ts 
the  houfe  to  refolve  itfeff  into  a  committee  of  the  ^1^ trade, 
whole  houfe,  to  confider  farther  of  the  faid  bill,  it 
was  ordered,  '  That  it  fhould  be  an  inftruction  to 
c  the  faid  committee,  that  they  fhould  have  power 
c  to  receive  a  claufe,  for  enabling  fuch  perfons  as 
c  had  exercifed  the  bufinefs  of  diftillation  for  a  time 
\  to  be  limited,  or  had  ferved,  or  were  then 
c  bound  as  apprentices  to  fuch  bufinefs,  to  exercife 
'  and  follow  any  other  trade  or  bufinefs  in  any  city, 
i  town  or  place,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
*  England? 

After  which  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Jjjf  * 
committee,  and  proceeded  without  any  great  debate 
or  divifion,  until  they  came  to  that  claufe  in  the  bill, 
by  which  it  was  enacted,  c  That  the  duties  and  re- 
c  venues  which  fhould  arife  by  licences  for  vending 
'  brandy  or  fpirits ;  as  alfo,  the  prefent  duties  on 
4  low  wines,  ftrong  waters,  brandy,  rum,  arrack, 
4  and  all  other  fpirits,  whether  foreign  or  Britijh^ 
1  and  fuch  duties  as  fhould  arife  by  retailing  the  fame, 
'  fhould  from  and  after  the  29th  of  September,  1736, 
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c  be  united  to,  and  made  part  of  the  general  or  ag- 

*  gregate  fund  eftablifhed  by  the  aft  of  the  firft  year 
c  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  I.  and 
c  fhould  be  iffued  and  applied  to  the  ufes  to  which 

*  the  faid  fund  was,  or  fhould  be  made  applicable.' 

After  reading  this  claufe,  it  was  oppofed  by  feve- 
ral  gentlemen  as  being  unnecefiary,  becaufe  tho'  the 
produce  of  thofe  duties  was  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  feveral  annuities  and  other  particular  ufes, 
and  tho*  that  produce  might  perhaps  be  lefs  in  time 
to  come  than  it  had  been  for  fome  years  pad,  yet 
they  did  not  believe  that  by  the  regulation  made  by 
that  bill,  the  produce  of  thofe  duties  would  be  fo 
much  reduced,  as  to  be  under  what  it  was  when 
thofe  appropriations  were  made-,  and  if  that  fhould 
be  the  cafe,  any  fmall  deficiency  that  might  happen 
might  be  provided  for  by  next  femon  of  Parliament, 
when  the  amount  of  that  deficiency  would  be  afcer- 
tained  :  But  it  being  infilled  on  that  the  future  pro- 
duce of  thofe  duties  could  not  near  anfwer  the  ends 
to  which  it  was  appropriated,  and  that  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  necefTary  for  the  Hike  of  public  credit,  to 
grant  a  new  fund  to  the  creditors  of  the  public,  by 
the  fame  bill  by  which  they  took  away  or  diminifh- 
ed  their  old,  the  claufe  was  agreed  to  without  a  di- 
vifion. 

Another  Then  the  next  claufe  was  read,  which  was  in  thefe 

claufe ob-  words:  \  And  whereas  the  faid  duties  upon  low 
c  wines,  flrong  waters,  brandy,  rum,  arrack,  and 
c  all  other  fpirits,  whether  foreign,  or  Britifh^  are 
c  among  other  duties  and  revenues  charged  with,  and 
.-*  liable  to  pay  feveral  fums  of  money,  as  well  for 
4  the  fupport  of  his  Majefty's  houfhold  and  family, 

*  and  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  as  for 

*  payment  of  annuities  and  other  payments  to  feve- 
4  ral  corporations,  and  to  other  perfons  intitled  there- 

*  unto  *,  and  it  may  fo  happen,  that  by  making  the 

*  alterations 
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1  alterations  aforefaid  in  phe  fa  id  duties,  the  funds 
4  charged  with   the  payments  aforefaid  may  prove 

*  deficient :  And  whereas,  by  a  medium  of  eight 
'  years,  computed  from  the  time  of  his  Majefty's 
c  happy  accefiion  to  the  throne,  to  Midfummer  laft: 
1  paft,  the  fum  of  is  taken  to  be  the  me- 
4  dium  of  the  annual  produce  of  what  has  been  ap- 
'  plied  of  the  duties  aforefaid  to  the  fcrvice  of  his 
6  Majefty's  houfhold  and  family:  To  the  end  there  • 
'  fore,  that  neither  his  Majefty,  nor  any  other  per- 

*  fon  or  perfons,  bodies  politic  or  coiy^ruc,  who  is 
'  or  are  intitled  to  any  part,  ftiare,  or  incereft  in  the 

*  money  arifing  by  the  faid  duties,  may  be  lofers, 
'  or  receive  any  prejudice  by  the  alterations  aforefaid, 
6  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefiid,  That  from 
'  and  after  the  faid  29th  day  of  September,  1736, 
'  there  fhaJl  be  paid  to  his  Majefty  during  his  natural 
1  life,  (which  God  long  preferve)  out  of  the  monies 
?  of  the  faid  general  or  aggregate  fund,  the  fum  of 

4  per  annum,  being  the  aforefaid  medium  of  whaf 
4  has  been  annually  applied  of  the  duties  aforefaid, 
4  towards  the  fervice  of  his  Majefty's  houfhold  and 
6  family,  and  others  his  expences  and  occafions, 
■  from  his  happy  accefiion  to  the  throne,  to  Midfum- 
'  mer  laft  paft.' 

■\ 

After  the  reading  of  this  claufe,  a  motion  was  made  Sums?ro?b- 
by  fome  of  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  the  draw-  &£%£* 
ing  up  of  the  bill,  to  fill  up  the  blank  with  the  fum 
of  70,000  /.  that  fum,  as  they  faid,  being  the  me- 
dium of  what  had  been  annually  applied  of  the  afore- 
faid duties,  towards  the  civil  lift,  from  his  Majefty's 
happy  accefli'on  to  the  throne,  to  Midfummer  laft: 
paft  :  Whereupon  the  gentlemen  who  had  oppofed 
the  former  claufe,  declared,  that  they  were  Iikewife 
againft  this  whole  claufe,  and  that  they  would  after- 
wards take  the  liberty  to  give  their  reafons ;  but  as 
it  was  neceftary,  in  point  of  form,  to  fill  up  the  blank 
where  any  thing  could  be  faid  cither  for  or  againft 
B  b  z  the 
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the  claufe,  therefore  they  would   propofe  that  the 
blank  fhould  be  filled  up  with  the  fum  of  43,000  /. 

As  this  was  the  leffer  fum,  the  queftion  was  of 
courfe  to  be  firft  put  for  filling  up  the  blank  with 
this  leffer  fum-,  and  as  this  was  oppofed  by  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  propofed  to  fill  the  blank  up  with 
the  fum  of  70,000  /.  it  brought  on  a  long  debate,  in 
which  fome  of  the  chief  arguments  made  ufe  of  in 
favour  of  the  leffer  fum  were  to  this  erTecl:,  viz. 

Arguments       *  Sir,  when  I  come  to  give  my  reafons  for  being 
in  favour  of  c  againft  cHis  whole  claufe,  I  mail  fhew  that  the  civil 

the  Idler  .  j~>  r    '  ,...-.  . 

fum.  c  Jilt  cannot  be  any  loier  by  diminilhing  the  con- 

4  fumption  of  fpirituous  liquors,  becaufe,   whatever 

*  may  be  thereby  loft  to  the  civil  lift,  will  be  much 
4  more  than  made  good  by  the  increafe  of  the  con- 
4  fumption  of  other  liquors,  of  the  duties  upon  which 

*  the  civil  lift  has  a  much  larger  fhare  than   it  has 

*  of  thofe  duties  payable  upon  fpirituous  liquors  •, 

*  therefore  whatever  fum  this  blank  may  be  filled 

*  up  with,  I  muft  look  upon  every  milling  of  it,  not 

*  as  a  compenfation,  but  as  a  new  addition  to  the  ci- 
8  vil  lift  revenue,  and  fince  I  do  not  think  that  the 
c  crown  has  occafion  for  any  new  addition  to  that 

*  revenue,  I  muft  look  upon  this  whole  fum  as  a  real 

*  lofs  to  the  people:  I  muft  look  upon  the  whole, 

*  Sir,  as  a  fort  of  purchafe  money  we  are  to  pay  for 
'  the  bill  now  before  us ;  and  fince  we  muft  pay  a 

*  price  for  preferving  the  health  and  morals  of  the 
'  people,  furely,  if  we  are  good  merchants,  if  we 
4  are  honeft  truftees  for  the  people,  we  will  endea- 
f  vour  to  bring  down  that  price  as  much  as  we  can. 

4  But  fuppofing,  Sir,  that  the  lofs  the  civil  lift 

*  may  fuftain  by  diminilhing  the  confumption  of  fpi- 
4  rituous  liquors,  were  not  to  be  made  good  by  the 

*  increafe  which  that  diminution  will  naturally  pro- 
4  duce  in  fome  of  the  other  branches  of  that  reve- 
4  nue ;  the  yearly  fum  to  be  given  to  the  civil  lift  in 
f  lieu  of  that  lofs,  ought  not  to  be  calculated  from 
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a  medium  of  eight  years  after  his  Majefty's  happy 
acceflion  to  the  throne,  but  from  a  medium  of 
eight  years  immediately  preceding  his  Majefty's 
happy  acceflion  to  the  throne  •,  for  when  the  Par- 
liament, which  efhblifhed  the  prcftnt  civil  lift, 
were  confidering  what  duties  would  be  fufficienc 
for  raifing  that  revenue,  which  they  thought  was 
neceflfary  for  fupporting  his  Majefty's  houfhold  and 
family,  they  could  not  have  under  their  confidera- 
tion  the  produce  of  thofe  duties  in  time  to  come  ; 
and  much  lefs  could  they  have  under  their  confide- 
ration  an  increafe  which  might  arife  by  an  abufe, 
fo  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  Parliament  to 
rectify  that  abufe,  without  making  good  to  the 
civil  lift  the  increafed  revenue,  it  had  acquired  by 
that  abufe  :  They  could  have  nothing  under  their 
confideration  but  the  produce  of  thofe  duties  for 
years  paft  •,  and  for  this  reafon  the  claufe  now  be- 
fore us,  ought  to  have  been  drawn  up  in  a  quite 
different  manner  from  what  it  is  ;  or  at  lead  it 
ought  to  have  been  left  to  the  committee  to  deter- 
mine, whether  they  would  take  the  eight  years 
before,  or  the  eight  years  after  his  Majefty's  ac- 
ceflion ♦,  in  which  cafe  it  ought  to  have  been  in 
thefe  terms :  And  whereas  by  a  medium  of 
years,  computed  from  to  the 

the  fum  of  is  taken  to  be  the  medium  of  the 

annual  produce  of  that  part  of  the  duties  aforefaid, 
appropriated  to  the  fervice  of  his  Majeflfs  houfhold 
and  family. 

'  This,  Sir,  was,  in  my  opinion,  the  only  pro- 
per and  regular  method  in  which  this  claufe  could 
have  been  brought  in :  If  it  had  been  brought  in 
according  to  this  method,  the  committee,  where 
only  it  is  proper  to  determine  fuch  things,  would 
have  been  left  at  full  liberty  to  chufe  the  medium 
of  any  number  of  years  after,  or  the  medium  of  a- 
ny  number  of  years  before  his  Majefty's  acceflion; 
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*  and  if  we  had  chofe  the  medium  of  eight  years  be- 

*  fore  his  Majefty's  acceffion,  which  we  certainly 
f  ought  to  have  done,   that  medium  would  not  have 

*  amounted  to  the  fum  now  under  our  confideration; 
?  becaufe  the  abufe,  with  refpect  to  the  confumption 
6  of  home-made  fpirits,  was  not  near  fo  great  in  the 
f  eight  years  preceding  his  Majefty?s  acceffion,  as  it 
f  has  been  in  the  eight  years  fince  •,  alfd  every  one 
6  knows  how  greatly  the  produce  of  the  duties  upon 
c  foreign  fpirits  increafed  after  that  miraculous  tide 
f  which  opened  the  port  of  Dunkirk,  and  which 
f  brought  in  upon  us  an  inundation  of  French  bra-n- 
€  dies  under  the  name  of  Flcmijh  ;  infomuch  that  in 
f  the  year  1723,  which  was  the  year  after  that  pro- 
f  digious  tide,  and  bat  two  years  after  a  very  remark- 
f  able  change  in  our  administration,  the  duties  pn 
f  foreign  brandies  and  fpirits,  amounted  to  above 
f  70,000 7.  whereas  in  the  year  1721,  they  did  not 

*  amount  to  25,000/.  and  we  likewife  know,  that, 
6  fince  his  Majefty's  acceffion,    this  inundation  has 

*  rather  increafed  than  diminifhed. 

4  But  again,  Sir,  fuppofmg  we  were  to  take  this 
6  matter  in  the  beft  light  we  can  for  the  crown,  and 
4  in  the  worft  light  for  the  people  :    Suppofing  th,ac 

4  we  ought  to  calculate  the  lofs,-  which  the  civil  lift 
f  may  fuftain  by  diminifhing  the  confumption  of  fpi- 
6  rituous  liquors,  from  a  medium  of  eight  years  to  be 
f  computed  from   the  time  of  his  Majefty's  happy 

*  acceffion  to  the  throne  to  Midfummer  laft  5  yet 
?  furely  the  extraordinary  increafe,  that  happened  in 
c  the  duties  upon  foreign  brandies  and  fpirits  in  the 
€  year  1733',  ought  not  to  be  brought  into  that  cal- 
6  culation  \  for  in  that  year,  vye  may  remember  we 
'  reaiTumed  our  defire  to  encourage  our  own  diftil- 
c  lery,  and  for  that  reafon,  (French  brandies  being 

*  wanted,  as  was  pretended,    to  mix  up  with,    and 

5  rectify  our  own  fpirits)   as  well  as  for  the  love  and 

6  efteem  we  bore  the  French,  a  law  was  paiTed,  for 

'  lowering 
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8  lowring  the  duties  upon  French  brandies,  and  for 
1  making  all  foreign  brandies  pay  an  equal  duty 
c  with  them:  This  of  courfe  gave  the  alarm  to  our 
1  old  friends  at  Dunkirk^  who  forefaw  that  they 
i  could  no  longer  import  French  brandies  upon  us 
'  under  the  name  of  Flemifh,  and  therefore,  before 
c  that  aft  took  place,  they  brought  in  inch  large 
c  quantities  of  brandy,  that  the  duties  on  foreign 
'  brandies  and  fpirits,  for  that  year  only,  amounted 
'  to  near  3  1 8,000  /.  which  was  near  200,000  /.  more 
€  than  was  ufual  in  any  one  year  ;  yet  this  extraor- 
c  dinary  and  cafual  produce  feems  now  intended  to 
c  be  brought  in,  for  magnifying  the  lofs  which  the 
'  civil  lid  may  iuftain,  by  dimjnifhing  the  confurnp- 
'  tion  of  fpirituous  liquors,    and  for  incrcafing  the 

*  fum  with  which  the  people  are  to  be  loaded  for 
'  making  good  that  pretended  lofs.  I  fay,  pretend- 
'  ed  lofs,  Sir,    becaufe  I  am  convinced  the  whole 

*  will  appear  to  be  fo,  and  therefore  I  am  now  for 
c  filling  up  the  blank  with  the  fmalleft  fum  I  have 
4  heard  propofed  •,  but  when  the  queftion  comes  to 
c  be  put  upon  the  claufe  in  general,  I  (hall  give  my 
'  negative  to  the  whole,  and  for  that  reafon  I  fhall 
1  give  my  felf  very  little  concern  about  the  fum 
4  with  which  it  is  now  to  be  filled  up.' 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  in  fubftance  as  follows. 
viz. 

•  I  fhall  not,    Sir,    take  up  your  time  with  en- 

c  deavouring  to  fhew,  that  the  lofs  which  the  crown 

'  may  fuftain  by  leffening  the  confumption  of  fpiri- 

c  tuous  liquors,  cannot  be  made  good  by  the  increafe 

'  that  muft  thereby  be  occafioned  in  the  confumption 

i  of  other  liquors  j  becaufe  I  do  not  take  it  to  be  the 

*  queftion  now  before  us :  It  is  evident  from  the  ac- 
'  counts  upon  our  table,  that  his  Majefty's  (hare  of 
f  the  duties  upon  ipirituous  liquors,   has  for  thefe 
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eight  years  laft  paft  amounted  yearly  to  about 
70,000  /.  one  year  with  another,  therefore  if  the 
whole  of  thefe  duties  be  for  the  future  appropriated 
and  made  payable  to  the  aggregate  fund,  it  is  e- 
vident,  and  I  think  admitted  of,  on  all  fides,  that 
his  Majefty  will  by  fuch  appropriation  lofe  a  year- 
ly revenue  of  70,000  /.  which  he  has  enjoyed  ever 
fince  his  happy  acceflion  to  the  throne  ;  and  that 
that  lofs  ought  to  be  made  good  to  his  Majefty,  is 
a  queftion  that  feems  to  me  to  have  been  already 
determined  by  this  houfe,  when  we  agreed  to  thole 
refolutions  upon  which  this  bill  was  founded : 
Therefore  the  only  queftion  now  before  us,  or  that 
can  come  properly  before  us,  is  to  determine  how 
much  his  Majefty  will  really  lofe,  in  order  that 
the  fame  may  be  for  the  future  made  good  to  his 
Majefty  out  of  that  fund,to  which  we  have  already 
appropriated  thofe  duties  which  formerly  belonged 
to  his  Majefty's  civil  lift.  This,  in  my  opinion, 
is  no  more  than  doing  that  juftice  to  his  Majefty, 
which  every  man,  in  a  private  capacity,  would  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  moft  reafonably  expect  from  another: 
If  I  furrender  a  part  of  my  eftate  to  my  neighbour 
for  his  conveniency,  it  is  but  reafonable  he  mould 
make  good  to  me  the  damage  I  may  fuftain  by 
fuch  furrender.  Whether  the  lofs  his  Majefty  will 
moft  certainly  fuftain,  by  taking  from  him  thofe 
duties  which  formerly  belonged  to  him,  may 
be  made  good  by  the  increafe  of  fome  of  the  o- 
ther  duties  appropriated  to  the  civil  lift,  is  a  que- 
ftion of  a  different  nature :  I  am  certain,  it  can- 
not now  be  determined,  whether  there  will  be  any 
fuch  increafe  or  not ;  and  if  any  fuch  increafe 
mould  hereafter  appear,  then  it  will  be  time  e- 
nough  to  determine  how  that  increafe  ought  to  be 
difpofed  of.' 

«  Now,  Sir,  with  refpect  to  the  lofs  his  Majefty 
may  fuftain,  and  the  method  by  which  the  quan- 
tum of  that  lofs  is  to  be  determined3  it  feems  a  little 

odd 
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4  odd  to  me,  that,  in  order  to  put  a  value  upon  a 
4  lofs  which  his  Majefty  muft  iultain,    by  taking 

*  from  him  a  revenue  which  he  has  enjoyed,  gen- 
4  tlemen  fhould  propofe  to  put  a  value  upon  that 
4  lofs,  by  computing  the  produce  of  a  revenue  which 
4  his  Majcfty  never  enjoyed  :  This  method  of  com- 
4  putation  appears  to  me  fo  very  extraordinary,  that 
1  I  think  I  need  only  put  it  in  its  true  light,  in  order 

*  to  mew  that  it  is  a  method  we  ought  not  to  take. 
4  But  it  is  faid,  that  when  the  Parliament,  which  efta- 

■  blifhed  the  prefent  civil  lilt  revenue,  were  confi- 
4  dering  what  duties  would  be  fufficient  for  raifmg 
4  the  revenue,  which  they  thought  was  necelTary  for 
4  fupporting  his  Majefty's  houfhold  and  family,  they 
4  could  not  have  under  their  confideration  the  pro- 
4  duce  of  thole  duties  in  time  to  come.  In  this,  Sir, 
4  1  happen  to  be  of  a  very  different  opinion  ;  for  as 
4  they  were  confidering  what  duties  would  be  fuffi- 
4  cient  to  raife  a  future  revenue,  I  think  they  could 
«■  confider  only  a  future  produce  ;  and  the  method 
4  in  which  that  revenue  was  eftablifhed,  fhews,  that 
4  they  had  under  their  view  only  the  future  produce 
4  of  thofe  duties  which  they  appropriated  to  the  raif- 
4  ing  of  that  revenue  :  They  confidered  that  800,000/. 
4  a  year  was  the  lead  that  was  necelTary  for  fupport- 
4  ing  his  Majcfty's  houfhold  and  family,  and  the 
4  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  •, 
4  and  therefore,  if  the  future  produce  of  thofe  du- 

*  ties,  which  were  then  appropriated  towards  raifmg 
4  that  fum  yearly,  fhould  fill  fhort,  they  obliged 
4  themfelves  to  make  it  good  :    The  yearly  fum  of 

*  800,000  /.  I  fay,  they  reckoned  the  leaft  that  was 
4  neccfTary  for  the  purpofes  intended  •,  but  then  they 
c  confidered,  that  even  a  larger  fum  might  be  be- 
'  neficially  applied  to  the  fame  purpofes,  and  there- 

■  fore,  in  cafe  the  future  produce  of  thofe  duties 
€  fhould  amount  to  more  than  800, 000  /.  a 
J  year,  thofe  furpluffes  were  by  them  likewife  ap- 

4  propriated 


378  Parliamentary     A.  1736. 

c  propriated  to  the  civil  lift,  and  his  Majefty  has  as 
'  good  a  right  to  thole  furplufTes,   if  any  has  ariien, 

*  or   fhould   arife,    as  he  has  to  any  part  of  the 
c  800,000  /.   a  year. 

4  From  this  confideration,  Sir,  every  gentleman 
'  muft  fee,  that,  if  by  any  new  regulation  we  dimi- 
4  nifh  the  produce  of  any  of  thofe  duties  appropria- 
c  ted  to  the  civil  lift,  we  are  in  juftice  to  his  Maje- 
4  fty  obliged  to  make  good  the  lofs  which  the  civil 
4  lift  may  thereby  fuftain  ;  for  I  hope  the  Parliament 
4  of  Great  Britain^  will  never  act  ibchildifh  a  part, 
4  as  to  make  a  grant  in  one  year,  and  to  take  back 
4  that  grant,  or  any  part  of  that  grant  in  the  next : 
fc  We  may  be  obliged,  for  the  fake  of  public^good, 
4  to  make  'fome  alterations  in  the  grants  we  have. 
4  made,  or  may  hereafter  make  •,  but  it  is  to  be 
c  hoped  we  never  fhall  make  any  fuch  alterations 
4  without  the  confent  of  all  thofe  interefted  therein, 
4  or  without  making  good  the  lofs  they  may  fuftain. 
4  The  grant  of  the  civil  lift,  as  it  now  ftands  efta- 
4  blifhed,  I  muft  look  upon  in  the  fame  way  as  if. 
4  one  gentleman,  for  favour  and  affection,  or  fome 

*  other  confideration,  mould  make  a  grant  or  a  pre- 
4  fent  to  another  of  a  ticket  in  the  prefent  lottery, 
4  with  this  condition,  that  if  it  came  up  a  blank,  he 
4  would  give  him  5/.  in  lieu  thereof,  but  if  it  came 
4  up  a  large  prize*  the  whole  fhould  belong  to  the 
4  grantee.  Now,  if  after  fuch  a  grant  made  in  the 
4  molt  folemn  manner,  the  ticket  mould  come 
4  a  large  prize,  I  fhould  think  the  granter  both 
4  very  childifh  and  very  unjuft,  if  he  infifted  upon 
4  having  any  fhare  in  that  prize,  or  upon  taking  any 
4  part  of  it  from  the  grantee,    without  giving  him 

*  an  adequate  confideration.  We  are  not  now  to 
'  inquire  whether  the  duties  granted  to  the  civil  lift 

*  produce  more  than  800,000/.  a  year,  or  not-, 
4  but  if  they  do  really  produce  more,  that  furplus  is 
4  a  fort  of  prize  we  have  already  granted  to  his 
I  Majefty  ^  and  we  neither  can,  nor  ought  to  take 

f  any 


A.  1736.         DEBATES.  379 

*  any  part  of  that  furplus  from  him,  or  to  make  any 

*  alteration  by  which  that  furplus  may  be  diminifh- 

*  ed,  without  making  good  the  lois  in  fome  other 
4  way  ;  and  that  lois  ought  certainly  to  be  computed 

*  from  the  produce  of  the  grant  fince  ir  was  made, 
■  for  before  the  grant  was  made,  there  could  be  no 
4  fuch  produce. 

4  Having  now,    Sir,    fhewn  that  it  would  be  a 

4  mod  prepofterous  method  or  computation,  to  com- 

*  pute  the  lofs  his  Majefty  may  fuftain,  from  a  me- 
4  dium  of  the  produce  of  any  number  of  years  be- 
4  fore  his  accefiion,  I  think  I  need  not  take  any 
\  notice  of  thole  alterations  which  happened  in  the 

*  duties  upon  fpirituous  liquors,  or  any  other  duties, 
4  before  that  happy  period  •,  but  give  me  leave  to 
c  take  fome  notice  of  that  alteration  or  increafe 
4  which  happened  in  the  year  1733,  with  refpect  to 
4  the  duties  on  foreign  brandies  and  fpirits  •,  and  give 
s  me  leave  to  fay,  that  from  the  very  nature  of  that 
y  increafe,  it  appears  to  me  evident,  that  it  ought 
4  to  be  taken  into  the  calculation,  in  order  to  in- 
4  creafe  the  medium   of  the  produce  of  the  eight 

*  years  fince  his  Majefty's  accefiion  ;  becaufe  the 
4  large  quantities  of  Fkmijh  and  Dutch  brandies, 
4  that  were  then  imported,  were  not  all  brought  hi- 
6  ther  to  be  confumed  within  that  year,  there  having 
4  been  in  that  year  no  greater  confumption,  I  be- 
4  lieve,  of  fuch  liquors  than  in  former  years :  No, 
4  Sir,  they  were  imported  in  order  to  avoid  paying 
4  that  high  duty  which  was  foon  after  to  take  place, 
4  and  were  to  be  lodged  here  as  a  (lock  in  hand,  in 
4  order  to  fupply  the  confumption  for  feveral  years 
4  then  to  come,  therefore  we  muft  fuppofe  that  that 
4  ftock,  which  was  then  thrown  in  upon  us,  has  lef- 
4  fened  the  importation  of  fuch  liquors,  and  confe- 
c  quently  the  produce  of  the  duties  upon  them  ever 
4  fince  \  fo  that  to  exclude  that  increafe  from  our  pre- 

*  fent  computation,  would  be  doing  a  manifeft  in- 
f  jury   to  his  Majefty,    becaufe  it  would  be  taking 

*  from 
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*  from  him  the  advantage  which  appears  upon  one 
4  fide  of  the  account,  without  making  any  allow- 
4  ance  for  the  lofs  with  which  that  advantage  is  ba- 

*  lanced  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  account. 

*  From  thefe  confiderations,  Sir,  I  am  convinced 

*  that  70,000  /.  is  the  leaft  fum  the  crown  can  lofe, 
4  by  taking  from  the  civil  lift  that  mare  it  formerly 

*  had  of  the  duties  on  fpirituous  liquors  ;  and  as  we 

*  cannot  now  have  any  certainty  that  any  part  of 

*  this  lofs  will  be  made  good  by  the  increafe  of  the 

*  duties  on  other  liquors,   therefore  I  fhall  give  my 

*  negative  to  the  prefent  queflion,  in  order  that  the 
4  queflion  may  be  next  put  for  filling  up  the  blank 

*  in  this  claufe  with  the  fum  of  70,000/.  to  which  I 
c  fhall  mod  heartily  give  my  affirmative/ 

The  reply  was  to  the  following  effect,  viz, 

*e?h>  *  Sir,  tho*  the  proper  queflion  now  before  us  be 

*  not,  whether  the  civil  lift  may  be  a  lofer  or  a 
e  gainer  by  diminifhing  the  confumption  of  fpiri- 
4  tuous  liquors,    yet  we  find  from   what  has  been 

*  faid  of  both  fides,    that  it  is  impoffible  to  argue 

*  upon  the  prefent  queflion,    without  touching  a  J  it— 

*  tie  what  belongs  to  the  other  ;    and  when  we  do 

*  come  to  the  other,  I  hope  to  make  it  as  plain  as 
4  figures  can  make  it,  that  without  any  allowance 
4  from  the  aggregate  fund  as  is  propofed  by  this 
6  claufe,  the  civil  lift  will  be  a  gainer  by  the  dimi- 

*  nution,  or  rather  prohibition  of  the  ufe  of  fpiri- 

*  tuous  liquors  by  retail:    But  in  confidering  this 

*  queflion,    we  ought  to  diftinguifh  moft  accurately 

*  what  the  gentlemen  of  the  other  fide  feem  moft 

*  induftrioufly  to  confound :    We  ought  to  diftin- 

*  guifh  between  this  queflion,    Whether  the  civil 

*  lift  will  be  a  lofer  by  taking  from  it  the  fhare  it 
c  formerly  had  in  the  duties  upon  fpirituous  liquors  P 

*  And  the  other  queflion,    Whether  the  civil  lift 

*  will, 
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will,    upon  the  whole,    be  a  lofer  by  diminifhing 

c  the  coniumption  of  fpirituous  liquors? 

c  With  regard  to  the  firft  of  thefe  queftions,  Sir, 

c  it   is   what  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  •,    for  no 

c  man  ever  doubted,  but  that  the  civil  lift  will   be  a 

c  lofer  by  taking  from  it  that  fhare  of  the  duties  on 

'  fpirituous  liquors,   which  formerly  belonged  to  it: 

'  But  with  regard  to  the  other  queftion,    If  the  lofs 

c  the  civil  lilt  may  fuilain,  by  diminifhing  the  con- 

'  fumption  of  fpirituous  liquors,   or  even  by  taking 

1  from  it  the  fhare  it  had  formerly  in  the  duties  upon 

1  fuch  liquors ;  if  this  lofs,  I  fay,  be  made  good  to 

c  the  civil  lift,    by  the  increafe  that  will  thereby  be 

1  occafioned  in  its  fhare  of  the  duties  upon  beer  and 

*  ale,  and  all  other  forts  of  liquors,  are  we  then 
4  bound,  either  in  juftice  or  honour,  to  make  that 
c  lofs  a  fecond  time  good  to  the  civil  lift,  out  of  that 
c  fund,  which  is  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  our 
c  debts,    and  to  the  relief  of  our  people  from  the 

*  heavy  taxes  they  groan  under  ?  I  fay  no,  Sir  •,  both 

*  honour  and  juftice  are,  in  my  opinion,  flaked 
'  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion  •,  and  I  hope 
1  this  houfe  will  always  be  upon  that  fide,  where 
c  they  are  at  flake. 

c  Tis  true,  Sir,  that  by  the  prefent  eftablifhment 

*  of  the  civil  lift,  there  are  a  great  many  duties  ap- 

*  propriated  towards  the  raifing  of  that  revenue, 
c  with  the  provifo,  that  if  they  do  not  produce 
4  800,000/.  yearly,    if  there  "happens  a  deficiency, 

*  we  are  to  make  it  good  •,    but  if  there  happens  an 

*  increafe  or  furplus,  the  whole  mail  belong  to  his 
■  Majefty.  This,  I  grant,  is  the  prefent  eftablim- 
4  ment  of  that  revenue  \  but  this  day's  debate  fhews 
c  us,  the  inconvenience  of  making  fuch  eftablifh- 
c  ments ;  and  I  am  very  fure,  that  neither  his  Ma- 
4  jefty  nor  the  Parliament  ever  thought,  or  ever  in- 

*  tended,  that  any  of  thofe  furplufTes  mould  be  in- 
'  creafed  by  any  thing  that  might  tend  to  the  de- 

*  ftru&ion  of  the  people  in  general ;   nor  was  it  ever 

2  *  intended 
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4  intended,  that  the  Parliament,  mould  not  have  it 
c  in  its  power  to  prevent,  or  to  put  a  (lop  to  a  per- 
8  nicious  confumption,  without  making  good  to  the 
c  civil  lift  the  furplus  that  had  arifen  from  that  very 

*  pernicious  confumption.  It  may  as  well  be  pre- 
c  tended,  that  if  the  plague  mould  fpread  itfelf  over 

*  Spain  and  Portugal,  we  could  not  prohibit  com- 
4  merce  with  them,  or  prevent  the  importation  of 
4  their  wines,  without  making  good  to  the  civil  lift 

*  its  fha're  in  the  duties  upon  thofe  wines,  at  a  me- 

*  dium  to  be  computed  for  eight  years  paft  :  Where- 
1  as  in  fuch  a  cafe,  I  believe  it  will  be  granted,   that 

*  the  higheft  obligation  we  could  lie  under,  would 

*  be  to  make  the  civil  lift  good  800,000/.  a  year,  m 
4  cafe  the  produce  of  the  other  duties  appropriated 
4  for  that  purpofe  mould  fall  fhort  of  that  fum. 

*  But,  Sir,  the  cafe  now  under  our  confideration^ 
4  ftands  in  a  much  ftronger  light  •,  for  if  all  the  du- 
4  ties  appropriated  to  the  civil  lift,  now  produce  a 

*  million  fterling  yearly,  the  regulation  we  are  to 
4  make,  tho'  it  may  intirely  take  away  one  branch 
4  of  that  revenue,  or  very  much  diminifli  it,    yet  it 

*  will  increafe  fome  of  the  others  fo  much,  that  all 

*  together  they  will  ftill  produce,  at  leaft  a  million 

*  yearly  ;  and  the  utmoft  that  can  be  pretended,  is, 

*  that  the  Parliament  fhall  not,  by  any  new  regula- 
4  tion,  diminifli  the  general  produce,  or  general  fur- 
4.  plus  of  the  civil  lilt  revenue,  as  it  ftands  at  pre- 
4  lent,  or  may  ftand  at  any  future  period  of  time. 

*  Nay,  even  with  refpecl  to  this  general  produce  of 

*  the  whole  duties  appropriated  to  the  civil  lift,  we 
4  ought  to  diftinguifti  between  thofe  regulations^ 
4  which  may  proceed  from  accidental  misfortunes, 
4  or  the  nature  of  things,  and  thofe  regulations  which 
4  may  proceed  merely  from  the  will  and  authority  of 

*  Parliament  \    becaufe  his  Majefty's  unaccountable 

*  right  to  this  general  produce,  muft  remain  fubject 

*  to  the  former,  though  perhaps  not  to  the  latter. 

*  If  the  Parliament  fhould  difcharge  or  give  up  any 

4  of 
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«  of  the  duties  now  appropriated  to  the  civil  lift,  or 
<•  apply  them  to  fome  other  ufe,    it  might  perhaps  be 

*  faid,  that  we  would    be   obliged  to  make  the  lofs 

*  good   to  his   Majefty,  even  though  it  fhould  be 

*  made  appear,  that  the  remaining  duties  would  pro- 

<  duce  more  than  800,000 /.  a  year:  This,  I  fay, 
»   might  be  faid,   though  I  am  far  from  thinking  fo  ; 

<  but  if  a  war  or  a  pbgue,  or  any  fuch  misfortune, 
<■  mould  oblige  us  to  make  a   regulation,   by  which 

<  the  produce  of  any  one  of  the  duties,  now  appro- 
<■  priated  to  the  civil  lid,  mould  be  intirely  annihi- 
«  lated,  or  very  much  diminifhed,  I  am  fure  it  could 

<  not  be  faid,  that  we  would  be  obliged  to  make  the 
'  lofs  good  to  the  civil  lift,  as  long  as  the  remaining 

<  duties  produced  the  full  fum  of  800,000/.  a  year*, 

<  and  the  reafon  is   plain,  becaufe  this  was  a  misfor- 

<  tune  incident  to  the  duty  when  granted,  and  there- 
<■  fore  the  grant  of  that  duty  mult  ftill  remain  liable 
'  to  this  misfortune. 

'  Now,  Sir,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  inftead  of  the 
*.  high  duties  by  this  bill  propofed,  we  had  made  a 
c  fevere  law  againft  drunken nefs,  and  had  inflicted 
c  high  penalties  upon  all  thofe  who  mould  have  got 
c  drunk,    or  mould  have  allowed  any  perfon  to  get 

<  drunk  in  any  of  their  houfes,  after  Michaelmas 
c  next,  and  had,  by  fuch  means,  put  an  effectual 
4  flop  to  that  pernicious  practice  of  drinking  to  ex- 
c  cefs  •,  would  not  fuch  a  falutary  law  have  very 
'  much  diminifhed  the  produce  of  moft  of  thefe  du- 
1  ties  appropriated  to  the  civil  lift  ?   In  which  cafe  I 

*  would  gladly  afk  the  gentlemen  of  the  other  fide 
c  of  the   queftion,   if  they  would,  or  can  with  any 

*  reafon  have  infilled,  that  we  were  obliged  to  make 

*  the  lofs  good  to  his  Majefty,  even  tho*  the  remain- 

*  ing  produce  fhould  ftill  have  amounted  to  above 
'  800,000  /.  a  year  ?  And  again  I  would  afk  them, 
"  Wherein  the  difference  lies  between  a  law  for  pro- 
'  hibiting  drunkennefs,  and  a  law   for  laying  fuch 

*  high  duties  upon  liquors*  and  to  prevent  its  being 

*  in 


384  Parliamentary     A.  1736* 

4  in  the  power  of  mod  men  to  purchafe  a  quantity 
e  fufricient  for  making  them  drunk  ? 

c  I  mall  agree  with  the  hon.  gentleman,  Sir,  that 
c  if  I  furrender  a  part  of  my  eftate  to  my  neighbour 
c  for  his  convenience,  it  is  mod  reafonable  he  fhould 

*  make  good  to  me  the  damage  I  may  fuftain  by 
c  fuch  furrender  :  But  how  is  this  applicable  to  the 

*  prefent  cafe?  We  do  not  defire  any  furrender,  we 

*  defire  that  the  duties  may  (land  appropriated  as 
4  they  are  at  prefent ;  and  we  infift  upon  it,  that  no 

*  damage  can  happen  to  his  Majefty  by  what  we 
c  propofe :  It  is  the  gentlemen  of  the  other  fide  of 
4  the  queftion  who  infift  upon  making  a  furrender, 
4  and  though  they  know  they  can  fuftain  no  damage 
1  by  that  furrender,  yet  they  infift  upon  our  paying 
c  them  what  price  they  pleafe  to  fet  upon  it.  We 
c  have  indeed  given  a  lottery  ticket,    and  I  believe 

*  that  ticket  has  proved  to  be  a  benefit  ticket :  We 
4  do  not  defire  to  take  away  any  part  of  that  benefit  5 

*  but  we  find,  that  the  very  fund  from  which  that 
4  benefit  is  to  arife  is  in  danger  •,  and  we  only  defire, 
4  that  thofe,  to  whom  we  gave  this  benefit  ticket, 
4  would  join  with  us  in  meafures  for  preferving  that 
4  fund  :  This  is  but  reafonable  ;  and  fince  this  can 

*  no  way  diminifhthe  benefit  they  are  intitled  to,  it 

*  is  net  reafonable  they  fhould  infift  upon  our  giving 

*  them  another  benefit  ticket,  for  joining  with  us  in 
4  a  meafure,  which  appears  to  be  neceffary  for  our 

*  mutual  prefervation. 

c  From  what  I  have  laid,  Sir,  I  think  it  is  evi- 
«  dent,  that  although  the  civil  lift  were  to  fuffer  by 
4  diminifhing  the  confumption  of  fpirituous  liquors, 
4  we  are  not  obliged  to  make  good  the  lofs :  But  as 

*  the  blank  in  the  claufe  now  before  us,  muft  be  fill- 
c  ed  up  with  fome  one  fum  or  another,  I  fhall  now 

*  confider  what  has  been  faid,  with  refpedr.  to  the 
4  method  of  calculating  the  fum  with  which  that 
4  blank  is  to  be  filled  up  •,  and  as,  upon  the  prefent 
1  occafion,    the  cftabliihment  of  the  civil  lift  has 

c  been 
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1  been  reprefented  to  us,  as  a  grant  from  the  Parlia- 

•  ment  to  the  crown,  which  ought  not  to  be  touch- 
1  ed,  or  in  the  lead  diminifhed,  even  for  the  fafety 
1  and  prefervation  of  the  people,  I  mult  take  notice 
1  of  one  rule,  obferved  by  all  courts  of  equity  in  the 

•  world,  and  that  is,  to  explain  the  doubtful  mean- 
1  ing  of  a  grant,  by  that  which  may  be  prefumed  to 
1  have  been  the  meaning  of  the  grantor,  at  the  time 
fc  the  grant  was  made.  Suppofe  then,  Sir,  we  had  had 
1  at  that  time  a  prophet  among  us,  and  that  prophet 
1  had  informed  the  Parliament,  that,  in  a  few  years 
c  after,  the  duties  on  fpirituous  liquors  would  increafe 
1  confiderably,  and  that  our  people  would  begin  to 
8  drink  ib  excefllvely  of  fuch  liquors,  that  for  the 
1  prefervation  of  the  people  it  would  become  necef- 
1  fary  to  put  a  flop  to  that  excefs :  Suppofe  that, 
1  upon  fuch  information,  a  queflion  had  arifen  in 
1  that  Parliament,  for  obliging  any  future  Parlia- 
1  merit,  that  might  find  it  necelfary  to  put  a  flop  to 
1  that  excefs,  to  make  good  to  the  civil  lift  its  fhare 
1  in  thofe  duties,  according  to  the  value  it  mould 

•  arife  to  by  that  excefs,  and  according  to  a  compu- 

•  tation  to  be  made,  at  the  very  time  when  that  ex- 
;  cefs  was  to  be  at  its  higheft  pitch.  Can  we  ima- 
'-  gine,  that  fuch  a  queftion  would  have  met  with 
;  any  reception  in  that  Parliament,  or  in  any  Par- 
:  liament  ?    And  if  we  cannot  fuppofe  it  would,  can 

•  we  prefume  that,  That  Parliament  meant,  or  in? 
:  tended  to  give  his  Majefty  fuch  an  indelible  right 
1  to  the  increafe  that  might  happen  by  the  extrava- 

•  gance  of  the  people,  in  any  of  thofe  duties  then 
■  appropriated  to  the  civil  lift,  that  it  mould  not  be 

•  in  the  power  of  any  future  Parliament  to  put  a"  ftop 
;  to  the  extravagance  of  the  people,  without  making 

•  good  to  his  Majefty's  civil  lift  the  increafe  that  had 
1  arifen  by  that  extravagance  ? 

c  To  illuftrate  this  matter  (till  a  little  more  clear- 
1  ly,  fuppofe,  Sir,  that  Parliament  which  eftablifh- 
4  ed  the  civil  lift  had  laid  a  duty  upon  laudanum, 

Vw.  XIII,  G  e  '  md 
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«  and  had  appropriated  that  duty  to  the  civil  lift  : 
.  Suppofe  that!  in  a  few  years  alter,  the  ufe  of  lau- 
i  d  E  fhouid  have  become  more  genera and  rnore 
«  exceffive  in  this  nation  than  ever  it  was  in  Turky, 

<  Such  that  multitudes  of  our  people  ftould 
*  have  been  every  day  found  in  the  ftreets  murder- 
.  ed  by  the  exceffive  ufe  of  that  poilon  ;  and  that, 
.  bytS  genera!  and  exceffive  confumption  the  du- 
.  ties  upon  it  ffiould  have  occafioned  avail  mere  fe 

<  n  h"s  Majefty's  civil  lift  revenue,  will  any  gentle- 
«  man  petend/ that  the  Parliament  could  not  make 
«  any  Elation  for  preventing  the  abufe  of  that  pp.- 
.  S,  without  making  good  to  his  Majefty  he  n- 
«  creafe  in  the  civil  lift  revenue,  that  had  been  occa- 
«  fioned  by  that  abufe  ?  Ts  not  this  the  very  cafe  with 

•  fefoea 7o  fpirituous  liquors?  Therefore  1  am  fur- 

•  prifed  to  hear  it  faid,  that  we  cannot  put  a  ftop 
.  f"  or  prevent  the  abufe  of  fach  liquors,  without 

•  making  good  to  his  Majefty  the  increale  in  the 

<  civil  lift  Revenue,  that  has  been  occaf.oned  py  that 

'rC^Ithinklhave/ullyffiew,^ 
«  could  not  be  the  meaning  or  intention  of  the  Far- 
«  Sent,  when  they  granted  to  his  Majefty  the 

<  Se  produce  of  thofe  duties  they  appropriated  to 
.  he  cvi  lift  *  but  now  let  us  inquire  a  httle  what 
.  may  b  prtfumed  to  have  been  their  intention : 
.  Smy  oPwn  part,  I  believe  the  only  meaning  or 

•        l-L  tiii-v  hid    was  a  orood-natured  one,   to 

*  m  the  whole  produce  of  thofe  duties  as  .    then 
.  ftoStaL^ding  to  the  calculations  they  had  made 
c  S  is  the  utmoft  that  can  be  fuppofed  they 
<  meant     Upon  this  fuppofition,  in  order  to  know 
i  S  his  Sjefty  hus  \  right  to  by  that  grantee 
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*  mud  examine  into  the  calculations  they  may  have 
1  been  fuppofed  to  have  m.idc  for  afcertaining,  or 
1  at  lealt  guefling  at  the  value  of  what  they  were 

*  about  to  grant.  In  this  cafe  we  are  told,  that  as 
'  they  were  confidering  what  duties  would  be  fuffi- 
J  cient  to  raiie  a  future  revenue,  they  could  have  unr 
1  der  their  confederation  only  a  future  produce.  I 
'  am  forry,  Sir,  to  hear  fuch  a  manner  of  arguing 
1  in  a  matter  of  fuch  confequence  :  For  the  raifing 
6  of  a  future  revenue,  to  be  fure  a  future  produce 
c  mud  be  applied  •,  but  when  people  are  confidering 
1  and  calculating  what  the  amount  of  that  future 
j  produce  may  be,  and  whether  it  will  be  fufficienc 
1  to  raife  fuch  a  future  revenue,  furely  their  calctila- 
1  tions  mud  be  founded  upon  their  experience  of 
j  what  is  pad,  or  upon  their  knowledge  of  what  is 
-  then  prefent :  If  it  is  a  new  duty,  they  found  their 
s  calculations  on  what  is  then  fuppofed  to   be  the 

•  quantity  or  the  value  of  the  goods,  made  liable  to 
:  that  new  duty  ;  and  if  it  is  an  old  duty,  they  al- 
1  ways  confider  the  produce  of  that  duty  for  fuch  a 
:  number  of  years  pad,  and  from  thence  calculate 
;  what  it  may  produce  in  time  to  come  •,  therefore 
1  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  the  Parliament  which  eda- 
;  blifhed  the  civil  lid,  granted,  or  intended  to  grant 
:  any  more  than  a  fhare  of  the  produce  of  the  duties 
:  upon  fpirituous  liquors  at  a  medium,  calculated  for 
1  feven  or  eight  years  before  his  Majedy's  accefiion ; 
;  and  for  this  reafon,  fuppofmg  that  we  are  obliged 
:  to  make  that  grant  good  to  his  Majedy,  which  I 
;  am  far  from  thinking,  the  fum  we  are  now  to  give 

•  to  the  civil  lid,  for  making  that  grant  good,  ought 
;  to  be  taken  from  a  medium,  calculated  for  feven 

or  eight  years  before  his  Majedy's  accefiion,  and 
1  not  from  a  medium  fince  his  Majedy's  accefiion, 
:  which  has  been  greatly  increafed  by  the  very  abufe 
;  we  are  now  about  to  rectify. 

C  c  z  *  It 
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4  It  has  likewife  been  faid,   Sir,   that  it  feems  a 

*  little  odd  for  gentlemen  to  propofe  putting  a  value 
1  upon  the  lofs  his  Ma  jelly  may  fuftain,  by  taking 

*  from  him  a  revenue  which  he  has  enjoyed,  by 
6  computing  the  produce  of  a  revenue  he  never  en- 

*  joyed.  Surely  every  gentleman  muft  fee  the  fal- 
*'  lacy  of  this  argument :  We  do  not  defire  to  take 

*  any  revenue  from  his  Majefty,  and  therefore  we 
4  are  not  to  compute  the  lofs  he  may  fuftain  by  the 
4  taking  of  any  revenue  from  him  ;  but  if  any  re- 
4  venue  be  taken  from  him,  the  Parliament  we  fay 

*  is  obliged  to  make  it  good  only  according  to  that 
4  value  which  was  put  upon  it  by  the  Parliament 

*  that  granted  it,  and  not  according  to  the  increafed 

*  value  it  may   fince  have  arifen   to,  by  an  abufe 

*  which  ought,  long  before  this  time,  to  have  been 

*  effectually  prevented. 

,    4  With  refpect,  Sir,   to  the  great  increafe  of  fo- 

*  reign   brandies  and   fpirits,  that  happened  in  the 

*  year,  1733,  by  the  great  importation  of  French 
4  brandies  under  the  name  of  Flemijh  ;  I  mall  readi- 
4  ly  grant  that  they  were  not  imported  for  imme- 
4  diate  confumption,  but  in  order  to  remain,  and  be 
4  kept  here  as  a  (lock  in  hand  ;  nay  I  muft  go  far- 
4  ther,  I  muft  fuppofe,  that  all  or  moft  of  them  ftill 
4  remain  here  as  a  ftock  in  hand,  I  cannot  fuppofe, 
4  that  any  great  quantity  of  them  has  yet  been  con- 
4  fumed,  becaufe  the  duties  upon  foreign  brandies 
4  have  been  as  high  in  the  years,  1734,  and  1735,  as 
4  they  were  in  any  two  years  beiote  1733.  And 
4  the  reafon  of  this  may  be  eafily  afligned  ;  for  as 
4  the  merchants  at  Dunkirk  were  obliged  to  make 
4  their  importations  in  1733,  in  a  great  hurry,  they 

*  had  not  time  to  fend  to  Nantz  and  other  places  of 
4  France  for  old  brandies,  therefore  they  run  in  upon  us 

*  all  the  new  brandies  they  had  in  their  cellars  ztDun- 

*  kirk ;  but  as  thefe  new  brandies  could  not  be  fit  to  be 

*  drank  in  the  years  1734  or  1735,  our  confumption 
«  for  thefe  two  years  was  fupplied  by  new  importa- 

4  tions 
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4  tions  of  old  brandies  from  France  :   From  whence 

*  we  mull  reckon,  that  the  great  importation  in  the 
4  year  1733,  has  no  ways  lefiened  the*duties  upon 
1  foreign  brandies  or  fpiritsfor  thefe  laft  two  years, 
c  but  may  very  probably  do  fo  for  two  or  three 
4  years  to  come-,  and  therefore  we  mud  grant  that 
4  to  include  the  increafc  of  thofe  duties  in  the  year 
4  1733,  in  our  prefent  computation,  is  reckoning  all 
4  the  advantage  which  happened  by  that  cafual  im- 
4  portation  to  the  account  of  the  civil  lift,  in  order 
4  to  bring  a  double  lofs  upon  the  finking  fund  ;  for 

*  that  facred  fund  is  to  be  charged  with  near  4000/. 
4  a  year,  during  his  Majefty's  life,'  mere  than  it 
4  would  have  been  charged  with,  if.no  fuch  extraor- 
c  dinary  importation  had  ever  happened  ;  and  by 
8  that  extraordinary  importation,  and  the  decreafe  in 
c  the  duties  on  foreign  brandies,  which  mult  there- 
4  by  be  occafioned  for  feveral  years  to  come,  that 
4  fund,  to  which  thofe  duties  are  now  to  be  appro- 
4  priated,  muft  lofe  a  very  considerable  fum.' 

At  laft  the  queftion  being  put,  for  filling  up  the  Divifion, 
blank  with  the  fum  of  43,000/.  it  was  upon  a  di- 
vifion carried  in  the  negative,  by  211  to  109  ;  and 
then  the  queftion  being  put  for  filling  up  the  blank 
with  the  fum  of  70,000/.  it  was  carried  in  the  affir- 
mative without  a  divifion. 

On  Wednefday  the- 14th  of  April ^    the  amend-  New prop©- 
ments  made  by  the  Committee  to  the  bill  were  re-  J^ntothi 
ported  to  the  houfe,    and  all  read  a  firft  time  ;   after  «ivU  aft. 
which  moft  of  them  were  read  a  fecond  time,   and 
agreed  to  by  the   houfe  without   any  debate  •,  but 
when  they  came  to  the  above-mentioned  claufe  for 
giving  70,000  /.  to  the  civil  lift,    a  propofition  was 
made  for  altering  that  claufe,    and   for  Irttling  it  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  if  the  whole  hereditary  and  :em- 
porary  excife,  fhould  in  any  one  year  after  that  time 
fall  fhort  of  what  it  had  produced  upon  a  medium, 
Cc2  & 
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f  to  be  computed  from  his  Majefty's  acceflion  to  that 
4  time,  that  deficiency  fhould  be  made  good  by  the 
4  next  feflion  of  Parliament. 

This  occafioned  a  new  debate,  in  which  the  argu- 
ments for  the  proportion,  and  againfl  the  ciaufe  as  it 
flood,  were  in  fubftance  as  follows,  viz. 

Argument  '  Sir,  by  the  ciaufe  as  it  ftands  at  prefent,  we  arc 
•"^ndT  °f  C  to  ma^e  a  new  grant  to  the  civil  lift  of  70,000/. 
gainft  the  '  a  year  during  his  Majefly's  life  :  Now  there  can 
ciaufe.        4  be  but  two  reafons  for  our  making  this  new  grant : 

*  It  mufl  be  either,  becaufe  we  fuppoie  that  the  pre- 

*  fent  amount  of  the  civil  lift  revenue,  will  be  di- 
8  minifhed  in  a  fum  equal  to  70,000/.  a  year,  by 

*  the  regulation  we  are  about  to  make  -s  or  it  muft 
4  be,  becaufe  we  fuppofe,  that  the  prefent  amount  of 
4  the  civil  lift  revenue,  is  not  fufficient  for  fupport- 
4  ing  his  Majefiyfs  houfhold  and   family,    and  that 

*  therefore  we  ought  to  grant  an  addition  of  70,000/. 
f  a  year  to  that  revenue,    I   may  lay,    in  all  time 

*  to  come.  Thefe  are  the  only  two  reafons  that 
6  can  be  affigned,  and  if  both  of  them  appear  to  be 

*  without  any  foundation,  v/e  cannot  furely  agree  to 
8  this  ciaufe  as  it  now  ftands. 

"*  To  fuppoie,  that  the  prefent  amount  of  the  civil 
4  lift  revenue,  will  be  diminifhed  in  a  fum  equal  to 
4  70,000/.  by  the  regulation  we  are  about  to  make, 
4  is  contrary  to  fact,  and  contrary  to  experience  : 
6  For  fuppofmg  the  civil  lift's  fhare  in  the  duties  on 

*  fpirituous  liquors,  upon  a  juft  computation,  does 
4  amount  to  70,000/.  yearly,    yet  we  may  be  con- 

*  vinced  by  experience,  that  the  confumption  of  beer 
4  and  ale,  will  always  increafe,  in  proportion  as  the 

*  confumption  of  fpirituous  liquors  decreafes ;  and 
4  as  the  civil  lift  has  a  much  greater  fhare  of  the 
4  duties  on  beer  and  ale,  than  it  has  of  the  duties 
4  on  fpirituous  liquors,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  certain, 

i  l  that 
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1  that  the  civil  lift:  will  get  an  increafe  of  more  than 

*  70,000  /.  a  year,  by  that  increafe  of  the  duties 
c  upon  beer  and  ale,   which  will   be  occafioned   by 

*  the  regulation  propofed  by  this  bill. 

i  To  confirm  what  I  have  faid,   Sir,   let  us  look 

c  into  the  accounts  that  are  upon  our  table,  and  from 

c  them  we  (hall  find,  that  the  amount  of  the  duties 

'  upon  beer  and  ale,    has   constantly   and  regularly 

*  decreafed,  as  the  amount  of  the  duties  upon  fpiri- 
'  tuous  liquors  has  increafed  for  thefe  feveral  years 
'  backwards.  In  the  year  ending  ar  Midfummer^ 
'  1725,    the    excife    on     beer   and    ale    produced 

fc  1 ,094,953  /.  in  the  fame  year,  the  duties  on  home ' 
s  made  fpirits  produced  but  88,622  /.  From  thac 
6  time  to  Midfummcr  1729,  half  a  year  before  the 
''  late  gin  act  took  place,  the  duties  on  home  made 
'  fpirits  gradually  increafed,  and  accordingly,  the 
1  excife  on  beer  and  ale  gradually  decreafed  -,  fo  that 

*  in  the  year  ending  at  Midfummer  1729,  the  former 
;  produced  104,373/.  whereas  the  latter  produced 
'  but  963^6?  /.  which  was  131,190/.  lefs  than  ic 
1  produced  in  the  year  ending  at  Midfummer  1725. 

'  In  the  year  1729,  the  late  famous  act  againft 
geneva,  and  other  compound  fpirits  was  paifed, 
and  tho'  that  act  was  evaded,  by  the  fale  of  a  new 
fort  of  fpirit,  called  Parliament  brandy,  yet,  in- 
effectual  as  it  was,  it  diminifhed  a  little  the  con- 
fumption  of  fpirkuous  liquors,  and  confequently, 
the  produce  of  the  duties  on  fuch  liquors  •,  fo  that 
in  the  year  ending  at  Midfummer  1732,  they  pro- 
duced but  100,025  /.  which  was  4,348  /.  lefs  than 
they  produced  in  1 729.  But  as  to  the  excife  upcrj 
beer  and  ale,  what  was  the  confequence  ?  As  foon 
as  that  act  pafTed,  that  excife  began  to  increafe,  fo 
that  in  the  year  ended  at  Midfummer  1732,  it  pro- 
duced 1,071,240/.  which  is  107,477/.  more  tharj 
it  produced  in  1729. 
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c  Again,  Sir,  upon  the  repeal  of  the  late  gin  act, 
c  the  confumption  of  fpirituous  liquors  began  to  in- 
4  creafe,  and  confequently,  the  produce  of  the  duties 
?  on  fuch  liquors ;  fo  that  in  the  year  ended  at  Mid- 
4  fummer  laft,  they  produced  154,094/.  and  the  con- 
4  fequence,  with  refpecl  to  the  excife  on  beer  and  ale 
4  we  find  to  be  fame;  for  in  the  year  ended  at 
4  Midfummer  laft,  it  produced  but  1,021,370/. 
4  which  is  49,870/.  lefs  than  it  produced  in  1732: 
4  From  all  which,  Sir,  I  think  it  is  as  plain  as  figures 
4  can  make  it,  that  the  confumption  of  beer  and  ale 
1  has  hitherto  always  decreafed  or  increafed,    as  the 

*  confumption  of  fpirituous  liquors  has  increafed  or 
4  decreafed  ;  and  as  that  has  been  the  cafe  in  all  time 
4  pafl,  we  muft  fuppofe  it  will  be  the  cafe  in  all  time 
4  to  come. 

4  This  then  being  laid  down  as  a  maxim  confirm- 

*  ed  by  experience,  let  us  confider  how  greatly,  I 
1  may  almoft  fay,  how  intirely  the  confumption,  not 

*  only  of  home  made  fpirits,  but  of  all  fpirits,  will 
s  be  dirrwnifried  by  the  bill  now  before  us ;  and  what 
4  an  increafe  that  will  make  in  the  confumption  of 

*  beer  and  ale ;  but  that  I  may  not  be  accufed  of 

*  any  extravagant  calculations,  I  fhall  fuppofe  that 
4  the  confumption  of  fpirituous  liquors,  may  here- 

*  after  be  but  one  third  lefs  than  it  was  before,  the 
4  natural  inference  from  thence  is,  that  the  confump- 
4  tion  of  beer  and  ale  will  be  one  third  more  than  it 
4  was,  and  confequently,  that  the  excife  on  beer  and 
4  ale  will,  from  the  time  this  bill  takes  place,  pro- 
4  duce  about  one  third  more  yearly,  than  it  produced 

4  in  the  year  ended  at   Midfummer  laft,    which  is 

5  34P,  456  /.  but  ftill  farther,  that  I  may  be  as  mo- 
4  deft  as  poffiblein  my  calculations,  I  fhall  fuppofe, 
4  that  upon  the  confumption  of  fpirituous  liquors 
4  growing  lefs  by  one  third,  the  confumption  of  beer 

*  and  ale  mould  increafe  but  one  fixth  more  than  it 
\  was  before ;  even  by  this  fuppofition,  there  muft  be 
4  a  yearly  increafe  in  the  excife  on  beer  and  ale,  of 

4  one 
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4  one  fixth  more  than  it  produced  in  the  year  ended 
4  at  Midfummer  lait,  which  is  170,228/.  yearly; 
4  and  as  very  near  one  half  of  the  excife  on  beer 
4  and  ale  (lands  appropriated  to  the  civil  lift,  confe- 
4  quently  one  half  of  this  increafe  in  the  excife  on 
4  beer  and  ale,  being  85,114/.  yearly,  muft  accrue: 
4  to  the  civil  lift,  which  is  15,114/.  a  year,  more 
4  than  it  can  be  fuppofed  to  lofe,  by  taking  from  it 
4  the  fhare  it  formerly  had  in  the  duties  on  fpiri- 
4  tuous  liquors. 

1  From  thefe  calculations,  Sir,  which  are  all  taken 
«  from  accounts  lying  upon  your  table,  I  think  it  is 
4  evident,  even  to  a  demonftration,  that  the  prefent 
4  amount  of  the  civil  lift  revenue  will  not  be  dimi- 
4  nifhed,  but  on  the  contrary,  that  it  will  be  a  gainer 

*  at  leaft  15,114/.  by  the  regulation  we  are  now 
4  about  to  make.  J  know  it  may  be  (aid,  that  thefe  cal- 

*  culations  are  founded  upon  facts,  which  are  in  their 

*  nature  uncertain,  and  that,  tho'  they  have  formerly 
4  fallen  out  in  the  manner  I  have  reprefented,  wecan- 
c  not  be  fure  of  their  falling  out  in  the  fame  manner 
4  hereafter;  yet  I  hope  it  will  be  granted,  there  is  a 

*  ftrong  probability  of  their  falling  out  in  the  fame 
4  manner  hereafter,  as  they  have  done  heretofore :  The 

*  famecaufes  generally  produce  the  fame  effects;  and 

*  unlefs  we  have  really  a  mind  to  grant  a  new  addi- 
4  tional  revenue  to  the  civil  lift,  this  probability 
4  ought  to  be  a  prevailing  argument  with  us,  at  leaft, 
c  to  agree   to   the  proportion  now  made  ;  for  tho* 

*  it  has  been  infinuated,  that  the  Parliament  may 
4  hereafter  call  for  an  account,  and  difpofe  of  the 
4  increafe  that  may  arife  in  the  excife  on  beer  and 
4  ale,  we  know,  and  the  cafe  now  in  hand  may  con- 

*  vince  us,  how  difficult  it  is  for  the  Parliament  to 

*  re-aflume  any  revenue,  or  any  part  of  any  revenue, 

*  that  has  been  once  granted  to,  and  eftablifhed  as  a 

*  part  of  the  civil  lift.     If  it  mould  hereafter  ap- 

*  pear,   that  the  civil  lift  has  got  100,000  /.  a  year, 

*  or  perhaps  200,000/.  a  year,  which  may  proba- 

cy 
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4  bly  be  the  cafe,  by  the  increafe  of  the  excife  on 

*  beer  and  ale,  occasioned  by  this  bill,  I  am  very 

*  certain,  if  we  agree  to  this  claufe,  as  it  now  ftands, 

*  the  Parliament  will  never   be  able  to  lay  hold  of 

*  any  part  of   that  increafe,  in  order  to  apply  it  to 

*  the  aggregate  fund,  for  making  good  the  70000  /. 

*  a'  year,  to  be  taken  from  that  fund  by  this  claufe  -y 
4-  nay,  I  queftion  much,  if  any  future  Parliament 
4  will  be  able  to  re-afTurne  that  70,000/.  a  year,  or 

*  to  difcharge  the  aggregate  fund  from   the   future 

*  payment  of  it,  tho'  it  mould  then  be  made  ap- 
f  pear,  that  the  excife  had  actually  increafed,  as 
4  plainly  as  I  have  now  made  it  appear,  that  it  pro- 
4  bably  will. 

4  This  difficulty,  Sir,  may  be  prevented  by  our 
4  agreeing  to  the  propofition  now  made  to  us  -,  and 

*  by  our  fettling  the  claufe  in  the  manner  propofed 
4  the  civil  lift  may  be  a  gainer,  but  it  is  impoffible 

*  it  can  be  a  lofer,   even  with  refpect  to  the  furplus 

*  it  may  now  have  above  800,000  /.  a  year  ;  which 
'  furplus,  we  have  been  told,   the  civil  lift  has  as 

*  good  a  right  to,  as  it  has  to  any  part  of  the  800, 
4  000  /.  a  year :  But  I  widely  differ  from  the  honou- 

*  rable  gentleman  who  told  us  fo  •,  for  if  the  duties 
4  appropriated  to  the  civil  lift,   now  produce  a  mil- 

*  lion  yearly,  and  thofe  duties  mould  by  any  acci- 
c  dent  produce  hereafter  but  850,000/.  yearly,  the 
4  Parliament,  according  to  the  prefent  eftablifhment 
4  of  the  civil  lift,  would  not  be  obliged  to  make 
4  good  fo  much  as  one  milling  of  that  decreafe ; 
4  whereas  if  they  mould  hereafter  produce  but  750, 
4  000/.  yearly,  or  any  fum  lefs  than  800,000/.  the 
4  Parliament  ftands  obliged  to  make  good  whatever 
4  they  may  produce  yearly  lefs  than  that  800,000  /. 
4  fo  that  there  it  at  leaft  this  difference  between  the 
4  800,000  /.  eftablifhment,  and  the  200,000  /.  fur- 
4  plus,  that  the  Parliament  now  ftands  obliged  to 
€  make  good  the  800,000/.  eftablifhment,  but  does 
4  riot  now  ftand  obliged  to  make  good  one  milling 

\  of 
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of  the  200,000/.  furplus ;  therefore  it  can  by  no 
means  at  prefcnt  be  laid,  that  the  civil  lift  has  as 
good  a  right  to  the  furplus,  as  it  has  to  the  cfta- 
bliifimcnt :  But,  Sir,  it  we  agree  to  the  propofi- 
tion  now  made,  the  civil  lift  will  then  really  have 
as  good  a  right  to  the  prefcnt  furplus,  whatever  it 
may  be,  as  it  has  to  theeftablifhment  of  800,000/. 
yearly  ;  for  which  reafon,  if  this  proportion  be 
not  agreed  to,  I  muft  conclude,  that  the  70,000  /. 
appropriated  to  the  civil  lift,  by  the  claufe  as  it 
ftands  at  prefcnt,  is  defigned  as  a  new  additional 
revenue  to  the  civil  lift,  and  not  as  a  compenfa- 
tion  for  the  lofs  it  may  fuftain  by  the  regulation 
we  are  about  to  make. 

'  This,  Sir,  leads  me  naturally  to  the  next,  and 
the  only  other  reafon  that  can  be  afiigned  or  fup- 
pofed,  for  our  agreeing  to  the  claufe  as  it  now 
itands,  which  is,  becaufe  we  fuppofe,  that  the  pre- 
fcnt amount  of  the  civil  lift  revenue  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  for  fupponing  his  Majefty's  houfhold  and  fa- 
mily, and  that  therefore  we  ought  to  grant  an  ad- 
dition of  70,000/.  a  year  to  that  revenue,  during 
his  Majefty's  life  at  leaft,  but  I  may  fay  in  all 
time  to  come  ;  for  I  do  not  find  an  inftance, 
where  lefs  has  been  granted  to  a  fucccftbr,  than 
had  been  formerly  enjoyed  by  his  anceftor.  Now, 
Sir,  as  to  this  reafon,  whatever  the  gentlemen,  who 
are  immediately  concerned  in  the  difpolal  of  the 
civil  lift  revenue,  may  fuppofe,  I  am  very  certain, 
his  Mjjefty  does  not  fuppofe  any  fuch  thing;  be- 
caufe, if  he  had  ever  fuppofed  any  fuch  thing,  he 
would  certainly  have  communicated  the  fame  to 
his  Parliament,  either  by  a  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
or  by  a  folemn  mefTage,  and  would  have  dc fired 
fuch  an  addition  from  them,  as  he  thought  necei- 
fary.  There  is  no  other  way  by  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  can  communicate  any  fuch  want  to  his  Par- 
liament, and  until  he  does  it  in  this  manner,  no 
gentleman,  as  a  member  of  this  houfe,  can  fuppofe, 
2  *  naya 
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*  nay,  as  a  truftee  for  the  people,  he  is  bound  not  to 

*  fuppofe,   that  his  Majefty  (lands  in   need  of  any 

*  addition  to  his  civil  lift  revenue,  or  to  any  other 
c  revenue :  This  therefore  can  be  no  reafon  for  us,  as 

*  members  of  this  houfe,  to  agree  to  the  claufe  as  it 

*  {lands  now  before  us ;  and  I  hope  this  houfe  will 
4  never,  without  very  ftrong  and  public  reafons,  take 

*  fuch  a  large  fum  of  money  from  that  fund,  which 
4  is  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  our  debts,   and 

*  for  freeing  the  people  from   that  heavy  load  of 

*  taxes  they  now  groan  under.' 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  in  fubftance  as  follows, 

viz. 

AnfWer.  <  ^fa  queflion  now  before  us,  Sir,  has  been    al- 

4  ready  fo  fully  debated,   that  we  need  not  go  about 

*  to  feek  for  any  other  reafon    for  agreeing  to  it, 

*  than  that  which  is  the  true  one,  and  which  has 
4  been  already  fet  in  fo  clear  a  light,  that  I  am  fur- 

*  prifed  to  hear  any  new  difficulties  flarted,  or  ra- 

*  ther,    I  fhould   fay,    thofe    difficulties    renewed, 

*  which  have  before  been  fully  removed.  The  t?ue 
c  and  the  only  reafon  for  our  agreeing  to   the  claufe, 

*  as  it  now  flands,   is,  that  by   the  very  preceding 

*  claufe  we  are  to  take  from  the  civil  lift,  and  ap- 
c  propriate  to  the  aggregate  fund,  a  revenue  which, 
4  upon  a  medium  lince  his  Majefty's  acceflion,  has 
4  brought  in  70,000  /.  a  year :  This  being  the  true 
1  flate  of  the  cafe,  is  it  not  evident,  that  the  civil  lift 
4  will  lofe  a  leaft  70,000  /.  a  year  by  the  regulations 
4  we  are  now  about  to  make  ?  And  as  we  are  to  take 
4  that  yearly  fum  from  the  civil  lift,  and  appropri- 
4  ate  it  to  the  aggregate  fund,  is  it  not  moft  juft 
4  and  reafonable,  that  we  fhould  charge  the  aggre- 
4  gate  fund  with  the  payment  of  that  fum  yearly  to 

*  the  civil  lift  ?  'Tis  true,  as  the  produce  of  the  duties 
4  upon  fpirituous  liquors,  will  certainly  be  very  much 
4  diminilhed  by  this  new  regulation^  the  aggregate 

4  fund 
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4  fund  may  not  perhaps  receive  To  much  yearly,  by 

*  the  fhare  the  civil  lift  formerly   had  in  rhofe  du- 

*  ties  •,  but  this  fignifies  nothing  to  the  prefent  que- 
4  ition  •,  for  if  we  were  to  take  off  any  of  our  taxes, 
4  now  appropriated  to  the  civil  lift,  or  to  the  pay- 
4  ment  of  the  intereft  growing  due  upon  any  of  our 
4  debts,  we  would  be  obliged  to  charge  the  aggre- 
4  gate  fund,  or  fome  part  of  the  finking  fund,  with 
4  the  deficiency  thereby  occafioned,  though  that  fund 
4  mould  get  nothing  to  anfwer  the  new  charge  laid 
4  upon  it. 

4  Eut  we  are  told,  Sir,  that  if  the  civil  lift  be  a 
4  lofer,  by  taking  from  it  its  fhare  in  the  duties  on 
4  fpirituous  liquors,  that  lofs  will  be  fully  made  good 

*  by  the  increafe  in  the  excife  on  beer  and  ale,  which 
4  will  naturally  be  occafioned  by  the  new  regulation 
4  we  are  now  about  to  make.  Sir,  whatever  in- 
4  creafe  may  happen  hereafter  in  the  excife  on  beer 
4  and  ale,  the  civil  lift  has  a  right  to  its  fhare  of  that 

•  *  increafe,  without  any  new  grant  from  us,  nor  can 
4  we  take  that  right  from  it  without  doing  a  ma- 

*  nifeft  injuftice  ;    fo  that  it   appears  to  me  a  little 

*  extraordinary  to  fay,  that  the  lofs  of  that  right 

*  the  civil  lift  now  has  to  a  fhare  of  the  duties  on 

*  fpirituous  liquors,  will  be  compenfated,  or  made 

*  good,  by  another  right  it  was  before  intitled  to, 

*  and  which  we  neither  could  give  nor  take  from 
'  it.. 

4  But,  Sir,  to  wave  this  argument  for  the  prefent, 

*  and  to  fuppofe,  that  a  right  which  we  do  not  give, 

*  may  be  a  compenfation  for  a  right  which  weaclu- 
4  ally  take  away,  I  cannot  think  it  would  be  juft  in 
4  us  to  take  from  the  civil  lift  a  certain  revenue  of 
4  70,000  /.  a  year,  and  give  nothing  in  return  but 

*  an  uncertain  produce,  which  may,  for  what  we 

*  know,  be  worth  little  or  nothing  ;  for  even  by  the 

*  very  calculations  that  have  been  mentioned  of  the 

*  other  fide,  it  appears,  that  the  excife  on  beer  and 

*  ale,  does  not  always  increafe  or  decreafe,  in  pro- 

4  portion 
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c  portion  as  the  duties  on  fpirituous  liquors  decreafe 
c  or  increafe.     In  the  year  1729,  the  duties  on  the 

*  latter  produced  but  104,373  /.  whereas  in  the  year 

*  1735  they  produced   154,094/.   from  whence  we 

*  ought  to  conclude,  that  the  produce  of  the  excife 
c  on  beer  and  ale  was  much  higher  in  the  year  1729, 
c  than  it  was  in  the  year  1735;  yet  we  find,  that 
c  in  1729,  the  excite  produced  but  963^63  /.   and 

*  that  in  the  year  ended  at  Midfummer  laft,  1735,  it 

*  produced   1,021,370/.  which  is  57,607/.  more 

*  than  it  produced  in  1729. 

4  This  fhews,  Sir,  that  the  proportion  between  the 

*  increafe  or  decreale  of  the  one,  and  the  decreafe  or 

*  increafe  of  the  other,  does  not  always  hold ;  and 
4  in  fac"l  it  has  certainly  always  been,    and  will  al- 

*  ways  be  fo  •,  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  the  excife 

*  upon  beer  or  ale,    as  well  as  the  increafe  or  de- 

*  creafe  of  the  duties  on  fpirituous  liquors,  depend 
c  upon  fo  many  other  accidents,  that  they  cannot 
c.  depend  intirely  upon  one  another,  nor  can  any  man 

*  guefs  at  the  increafe  of  the  one,  from  any  know- 

*  ledge  he  may  have  of  the  decreafe  of  the  other.  I 
'  fhall  mention  only  one  accident,  which  was,  I  be- 
c  lieve,  the  chief  reafon  of  the  decreafe  of  the  excife 

*  on  beer  and  ale  in  the  year  1729.     It  happened 

*  in  that  year  the  price  of  all  forts  of  corn,  efpeci- 

*  ally  malt,  was  much  higher  than  it  was  for  feveral 

*  years  before  or  fince  \  and  for  this  reafon  we  may 
4  fuppofe,  none  of  our  brewers  brewed  any  more 

*  beer  or  ale  in  that  year,  than  what  was  abfolutely 
4  neceiTary  for  the  immediate  confumption  ;  none  of 

*  them  brewed  any  large  quantity  for  ftaling,  as  they 

*  call  it ;  whereas  in  a  year  when  the  price  is  low, 
4  they  all  brew  great  quantities,  which  they  keep  by 
4  them  as  a  flock  in  hand,  to  be  ready  to  anfwer 
4  any  future  demand  :  This  is  more  particularly  the 
4  cafe,  with  refpect  to  thofe  forts  of  ftrong  beer  or 

*  ale,  which  the  brewer  may  keep  feveral  years  in  his 

*  cellars,  and  is  generally  the  better  the  longer  it  is 

4  kept  *, 
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kept  5  and  to  this  accident,  I  believe,  we  ought 
chiefly  to  afcribe  the  great  decreafe  in  the  exciie  on 
beer  and  ale  in  the  year  1729. 
c  Sir,  I  am  To  far  from  thinking,  that  the  increafe 
or  decreafe  in  the  confumption  of  beer  and  ale, 
depends  upon  the  decreafe  or  increafe  in  the  con- 
fumption of  fpirituous  liquors,  that  I  believe  they 
generally  increafe  or  decreafe  together  •,  it  is  not 
the  coniumption  of  either  of  thefe  liquors,  that  is 
neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  nature,  which  rnifes 
the  excife  to  its  prefent  height :  It  is  the  confump- 
tion occafioned  by  the  debauches  and  extravagan- 
cies of  the  people,  and  thefe  debauches  and  extra- 
vagancies depend  upon  fo  many  accidents,  that  it 
is  impofiible  to  account  for  them  in  time  pad,  or 
to  guefs  at  the  confumption  that  may  be  thereby 
occafioned  in  time  to  come.  But  I  am  perfuaded, 
that  nothing  will  tend  more  to  the  preventing  thofe 
debauches  and  extravagancies  in  time  to  come,  and 
to  the  rendering  our  people  fober,  frugal  and  in- 
duftrious,  than  the  removing  out  of  their  way  the 
many  temptations  they  are  now  expofed  to,  by  the 
great  number  of  gin-fnops,  and  other  places,  for 
the  retail  of  fpirituous  liquors ;  for  before  a  man 
becomes  fluttered  with  beer  or  ale,  he  has  time  to 
reflect,  and  to  confider  the  many  misfortunes  to 
which  heexpofeth  himfelf  and  his  family,  by  idling 
away  his  time  at  an  alehoufe  ;  whereas  any  fpiritu- 
ous liquor  in  a  moment  deprives  him  of  all  reflec- 
tion, fo  that  he  either  gets  quite  drunk  at  the  gin- 
mop,  or  runs  to  the  alehoufe  and  there  finiihes  his 
debauch,  or  at  lead  empties  his  pocket.  From 
hence,  Sir,  I  think  it  moft  natural  to  conclude, 
that  the  bill  now  under  our  confideration,  if  it 
pafles  into  a  law,  will  diminifh  the  confumption  of 
beer  and  ale,  and  confequently  the. produce  of  the 
excife  on  thofe  liquors,  as  well  as  the  confumption 
of  fpirituous  liquors,  and  the  produce  of  the  duty 
on  them. 
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4  I  came  now,  Sir,  to  the  proportion  this  day 
4  made  to  us,  which  I  muft  fay  I  look  on  as  a  very 
4  extraordinary  one;  becaufe  it  would  intirely  alter 
4  the  very  nature  of  that  grant  of  the  civil  lift,  which 
4  was  made  to  his  Majefty  in  the  firft  year  of  his 
4  reign  •,  and  I  wonder  how  gentlemen  can  propofe 
4  making  any  fuch  alteration  in  that  grant,  without 
c  his  Majefty's  confent :  I  think  they  fhould,  at  leaft, 
4  in  decency,  have  ufhered  it  in  with  a  motion  for 
4  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  humbly  to  pray,  that 
4  he  would  give  his  confent  to  their  making  fuch 
4  an  alteration  ;  for  by  the  eftablifhment  of  the  civil 

*  lift,  as  it  ftands  at  prefent,  and  as  it  was  granted 
4  to  his  Majefty  in  the  firft  year  of  his  reign,  he  is 
4  to  have,  during  his  life,  the  produce  of  all  thofe 
4  duties  then  appropriated  to  that  revenue  without 
4  any  account -,   yet  now  it  is  modeftly  propofed, 

*  that  he  fhould  from  henceforth  be  obliged  to  give 
4  an  account  every  year  to  Parliament,  of  the  pro- 
c  duce  of  every  one  of  thofe  duties,  or  otherwife  to 
4  lofe  at  leaft  a  part  of  the  benefit  of  that  eftablifli- 
4  ment  which  was  intended,  and  was  actually  grant- 

*  ed  to  him  by  Parliament  in  the  firft  year  of  his 
4  reign :  Having  thus,  Sir,  put  this  propofition  in 
4  its  true  and  genuine  light,  I  am  convinced  I  need 
4  not  give  the  houfe  the  trouble  of  any  argument  to 
4  fhew,  that  we  cannot  come  to  any  fuch  refolution, 
4  or  agree  to  fuch  a  claufe  in  any  bill,  without  his 
4  Majefty's  confent ;  and  as  I  have  fhewn  that  there 
4  is  no  certainty  that  the  civil  lift  will  be  a  gainer  by 
4  the  increafe  of  the  excife  on  beer  and  ale,  but,    on 

*  the  contrary,  that  there  is  a  probability  that  it  will 
4  be  a  lofer  by  the  decreafe  of  that  excife,  I  think 
4  there  arifes  from  thence,  a  fufficient  reafon  for  our 
4  making  good  to  his  Majefty  the  lofs  he  muft  fuftain, 
4  by  taking  from  the  civil  lift  its  fhare  in  the  duties 
4  on  fpirituous  liquors  -,  therefore  I  fhall  add  no  more, 
4  but  declare  that  I  am  moit  heartily  for  agreeing  to 
4  the  claufe  as  it  now  ftands.* 

The 
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The  reply  was  to  this  effect:,  viz, 

c  Sir,  from  fome  of  the  arguments  now  made  ufe  R*Pty' 
of,  I  think  we  may  already  begin  to  fee  the  truth 
of  what  was  foretold  in  the  beginning  of  this  de- 
bate. We  were  then  foretold,  Sir,  that  if  it 
fhould  hereafter  appear,  that  the  civil  lift  had  got 
200,000/.  a  year  additional  revenue,  by  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  excife  on  beer  and  ale,  occafioned  by 
this  bill,  the  Parliament  would  never  be  able  to 
Jay  hold  of  any  part  of  that  increafe,  or  even  to 
reaffume  the  70,000/.  annuity  we  are  now  to 
grant,  upon  a  fuppofition  that  the  civil  lift  will  get 
nothing  by  any  fuch  increafe  of  the  excife  on  beer 
and  ale.  The  truth  of  this,  I  fay,  Sir,  begins  al- 
ready to  appear  ;  for  the  hon.  gentleman  has  told 
us,  that  by  increafing  the  confumption  of  beer  and 
ale,  and  confequently  the  excife  on  thofe  liquors* 
we  give  nothing  to  the  civil  lift  but  what  it  had 
before  a  right  to  ;  whereas  by  diminifhing,  or  tak- 
ing from  the  civil  lift  its  fhare  in  the  duties  on  fpi- 
rituous  liquors,  we  take  from  it  what  it  had  for- 
merly a  right  to,  and  that  therefore  we  cannot  pre- 
tend to  compenfate  a  right  which  we  actually  take 
away,  by  a  right  which  we  do  not  give.  This,  I 
think,  is  the  argument  -,  and  if  this  can  bejuftly 
admitted  as  an  argument  for  our  agreeing  to  this 
claufe,  it  muft  always  be  a  much  ilronger  argu- 
ment againft  the  Parliament's  ever  pretending  to 
take  any  part  of  the  increafe  th^t  may  be  occafion- 
ed in  the  excife,  or  to  reaffume  the  70,000/.  an- 
nuity we  are  now  to  eftablifh. 
*  Although  I  have  never  yet  admitted,  nor  can 
admit,  tnat  the  civil  lift's  fhare  in  the  duties  on 
fpirituous  liquors  ought  to  be  computed  at  70,000/. 
yec  now,  Sir,  I  fhall  take  it  for  granted,  becaufe 
it  fignifics  nothing  to  the  prefent  dilpute  ;  for  the 
principal  qaeftions  now  in  difpute  I  take  to  be, 
whether  the  civil  lift  has  fuch  an  abfolute  right  to 
Vol.  XIII.  D  d  ■  that 
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4  that  (hare,  that  we  can  make  no  regulations  where- 
4  by  the  value  of  that  fhare  may  be  diminifhed, 
4  without  granting  a  compenfation  from  fome  other 
4  fund  ?  And  the  next  queftion  I  take  to  be,    whe- 

*  ther,  if  by  the  fame  regulation,  the  value  of  the 
4  civil  lift's  (hare  in  fome  other  duties  or  excifes  be 
4  increafed,  we  may  not,    in  juftice  and  equity,   in- 

*  fift  upon  it,  that  the  advantage  occafioned  in  the 
4  one  cafe  may  be  admitted,  fo  far  as  it  will  amount, 
4  as  a  compenfation  for  the  lofs  in  the  other. 

*  As  to  the  fir  ft  quell  ion,  Sir,  'tis  true,  the  crown 
4  has  a  right  to  the  whole  produce  of  certain  duties 

*  appropriated  to  the  civil  lift,  but  that  right  is  to 
4  be  confidered  in  a  two- fold  refpect.  The  crown 
4  has  a  right  to  the  whole  produce  of  all  thofe 
4  duties,  io  far  as  may  amount  to  the  yearly 
4  fum  of  800,000  /.  without  being  fubject  to  any 
4  accident  or  .  contingency  whatsoever  -,  becaufe, 
4  if  the  produce  fhould  not  amount  to  that  fum 
4  yearly,  the  Parliament  ftands  obliged  to  make  it 
4  good  j  and  if  the  whole  produce  of  thofe  duties 
4  mail  amount  to  more  than  800,000  /.  the  crown 
4  has  likewife  a  right  to  the  furplus,  but  that  right 
4  is   fubjecl  to  all  accidents  and  contingencies,  be- 

*  caufe  if  that  furplus  mould  be  by  any  accident  di- 

*  minimed,  the  Parliament  is  not  obliged  to  make 
4  it  good :  Now,  Sir,  among  the  many  accidents  to 
4  which  that  furplus,  in  its  own  nature,  remains  lia- 

*  ble,  furely  this  is  one,  That  it  may  hereafter  be- 
4  come  necefiary   for  the  welfare,  perhaps  for   the 

*  prefervation  of  the  nation,  to  prevent  or  put  a  ftop 
4  to  the  confumption  of  fome  commodities,  the  du- 
4  ties  upon  which  contribute  towards  the  producing 
4  of  this  furplus  :  Would  the  Parliament  be  obliged, 
4  in  fuch  a  cafe,  to  make  that  furplus  good  ;  or  to 
4  eftablifh  any  other  fund  for  compenfating  the  lofs 
4  the  civil  lift  might  fuftain   by  fuch  an  accident  ? 

*  No,  Sir,  it  certainly  would  not,  unlefs  that  lofs 

*  lhould  become  fo  heavy,  as  to  reduce  the  whole 

4  furplus, 
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*  furplus,  and  even  diminifh  theeftablimment;  then 
c  indeed  a  demand  would  arifeupon  the  Parliament, 
6  and  we  would  be  obliged  to  make  the  eftablifhmcnt 


SOod. 


6  Suppofe,  Sir,  that  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
the  greatelt  part  of  Italy,  fhould  be  united  in  an 
alliance  againft  us,  which,  by  our  late  manage- 
ment, may  happen  to  be  the  cafe  ;  would  it  not 
then  be  abfolutely  necefTary  for  us  to  prohibit  the 
importation  or  confumption  of  all  French,  Spanifh% 
Portuguefe  and  Italian  wines  ?  Would  not  this, 
very  probably,  almoft  quite  annihilate  the  whole 
of  what  I  have  called  the  furplus  of  the  civil  lift  ? 
Yet  will  any  gentleman  fay,  that  the  Parliament 
could  not  prohibit  the  importation  or  confumption 
of  thofe  wines,  without  making  good  to  the  civil 
lift  its  fhare  in  the  duties  upon  them,  to  be  com- 
puted at  a  medium  of  the  produce  for  the  preced- 
ing feven  or  eight  years,  when  perhaps  the  con- 
fumption of  them  was  at  a  higher  pitch  than  was 
confident  with  the  good  of  the  nation,  or  the 
health  of  the  people  ?  Surely,  Sir,  no  man  will 
pretend  to  fay  any  fuch  thing ;  the  Parliament 
would  not  be  obliged  to  make  good  any  part  of 
the  lofs  the  civil  lift  fhould  fuftain  by  fuch  pro- 
hibition, unlefs  the  produce  of  the  duties,  appro- 
priated to  that  revenue,  mould  be  fo  far  reduced, 
as  not  to  amount  to  800,000/.  yearly,  and,  even 
in  that  cafe,  the  Parliament  would  be  obliged 
only  to  make  the  800,000/.  good,  they  would 
not  be  obliged  to  make  good  any  part  of  that 
furplus,  which'  the  crown  had  formerly  received 
and  enjoyed,  by  means  of  the  duties  upon  thofe 
wines. 

c  Is  not  the  cafe  now  before  us  the  very  ftme  ? 
Our  people  have,  by  accident,  lately  taken  fuch 
a  turn,  that  it  is  become  necefTary  for  their  pre- 
fervation,  to  prohibit  the  confumption  of  fpiritu- 
ous  liquors  by  retail.  Is  not  this,  as  well  as  the 
D  d  2  *  one 
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*  one  I  have  mentioned,  one  of  thofe  accidents  to 
c  which  the  crown's  right  to  the  furplus  of  the  civil 
4  lift  revenue  always  was,  and  (till  is  fubjefted  ?  And 
4  can  any  gentleman  with  reafon  fay,  that  we  cannot 
4  prohibit  the  retail  of  fuch  liquors  without  making 
4  good  to  the  civil  lift  the  whole  furplus  that  has  ac- 
4  crued  to  it,  computed  at  a  medium  of  the  produce 
4  of  thofe  very  years  when  the  abufe  of  thofe  liquors 
4  was  at  its  higheft  pitch  ? 

4  The  other  queftion,  Sir,  is,  whether,  if  by  the 
4  fame  regulation  by  which  the  civil  lift's  fhare  in 
c  fome  duties  is  diminifhed,  its  fhare  in  other  duties 
4  be  increafed,  the  advantage  occafioned  by  that  re- 
4  gulation  in  one  cafe,  ought  not  in  juftice  and  honour 
4  to  be  admitted,  fo  far  as  it  will  amount,  as  a  com- 
4  penfation  for  the  damage  occafioned  in  the  other. 
4  This,  Sir,  is  a  fair  and  a  true  ftate  of  the  queftion, 
4  without  putting  it  into  the  difguife  of  compenfa- 
c  ting  a  right  which  we  actually  take  away,  by  a 
4  right  which  we  do  not  give  :  And  after  having 
4  thus  ftated  the  queftion  in  its  proper  light,  I  fhall 
c  make  ufe  only  of  a  familiar  parallel  in  private  life 
4  for  fhewing  that  it  ought  to  be  refolved  in  the  af- 
4  firmative.  Suppofe  a  gentleman  in  my  neigh- 
4  bourhood  has  a  very  large  marfh  or  ftagnation  of 
4  water  in  his  eftate,  every  year  increafing  fo  as  to 
c  threaten  his  eftate  with  almoft  intire  ruin,  and  that 
4  the  water  from  that  marfh,  after  running  through 
4  a  part  of  his  eftate,  falls  upon  a  part  of  mine,  and 
4  there  makes  a  new  marfh  or  ftagnation,  by  which 
4  a  great  part  of  my  eftate  is  rendered  ufelefs,  and 
4  the  whole  brought  into  danger  :  Suppofe,  that  up- 
4  on  furveying  my  neighbour's  marfh,  and  the  feve- 
4  ral  fields  round  it,  Ifind   that,  by    a  cut  through 

*  another  part  of  his  eftate  and  a  part  of  mine,  his 
4  marfli  may  be  thoroughly  drained,  and  that  the 
4  water,  by  being  carried  into  a  new  channel,  will 
4  be  prevented  rrom  overflowing  any  part  of  my 

*  eftate,and  will  very  much  improve  my  neighbour's : 

4  Suppofe 
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4  Suppofe again,   that  upon  a  fair  and  juft  furvey,  it 

4  appear?,   chat  the   rents  of  his  eftare  will,   by  the 

4  cut  or   water-drain  to  be  made,  be  diminifhed  to 

1  the  value  of  20/.  a  year,    but  that  by  the  draining 

1  of  his  marfli  and  rendering  it  good  pafture  orara- 

4  ble  land,  the  rents  of  his  eftate  will  be  augmented 

■  to  the  value  of  50/.   a  year,  fo   that  upon  the 

4  whole  he  will  be  a  gainer  to  the  amount  of  30/. 

4  a  year.     In  this  cafe,   I    mult  afk  every  country 

«  gentleman  that  hears  me,  if  my  neighbour  ought 

4  in  prudence  to  prevent  my  making  that  cut  or  wa- 
iter-drain through  his  eftate  at  my  own  expence  ; 

4  or  if  he  could  either  in  juftice  or  honour  pretend, 

4  that  I  ought  to  give   him  20  /.  a  year  out  of  my 

4  eftate,  in  compenfation  for  the  20/.  a  year  he  pre- 

4  tends  he  is  to   lofe   by  making  the  cut  or  water- 

4  drain  through  his  eftate.     I  believe  no  gentleman 

4  will  fay  he  could  in  prudence  reiufe  the  one,    or  in 

c  juftice  infill:  upon  the  other.     Yet  in  this  cafe  the 

4  compenfation    he  receives   for    the   right  I  take 

4  away  from  him,   arifes  from  a  right  I  do  not  give, 

4  a  right  he  was  intitled  to  before  I  took  the  other 

4  from  him. 

c  Having  now,   I  think,  Sir,  demonftrated,   that 

4  if  the  lofs  the  civil  lift  may  fuftain  by  the  prefent 

4  regulation,  be  made  good  by  the  inxreafe  in  the 

e  excife  on  beer  and  ale,  occafioned  by  the   prefent 

4  regulation,  we  are  neither  in  juftice  nor  honour  ob- 

8  liged  to  give  any  other  compenfation,   I  may  give 

c  up  the  other  quell  ion,  and  admit,  that  we  are  ob- 

4  liged  to  grant  a  compenfation,    in   cafe  the  lofs  is 

*  not  made  good  by  the  increafe  of  the  excife  on 
4  beer   and  ale;   becaufe,  notwithftanding  what  the 

*  honourable  gentleman  has  faid,  I  am  ftill  of  opi- 
4  nion,  that  it  is  not  only  probable,  but  apparent, 
4  that  the  lofs  in  one  way  will  be  fufficiently  made 
4  good  by  the  advantage  in  the  other.  The  very  na- 

*  tureof  the  thing  is  tome  a  fufficient proof \  for  grant- 

D  d  3  4  ing, 
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c  ing,   that  the  greateft  part  of  the  prefent  amount 

*  of  the  excife  proceeds  from  the  debauches  and  ex- 
c  travagancies  of  the  people  •,  it  is  well  known,  that 

*  thofe  who  once  get  into  the  way  of  committing 
<  debauches  in  gin,  can  have  no  relifh  even  for  the 

*  flrongeft  malt  liquors ;  and  I  am  convinced  there 
c  are  very  few  inftances,  if  any,  that  ever  a  club  of 

*  exceflive  gin-drinkers  went  from  a  gin-fhop,    ei- 

*  ther  to  finifh  their  debauch,  or  empty  their  pockets 

*  by  drinking  common  beer  at  an  ale  houfe  ;  be- 
c  caufe,  even  to  quench  their  thirft,  they  generally 

*  take  fmall  beer  or  water,  and  mix  it  up  with  gin ; 

*  and  many  of  them  continue  at  the  gin-fhop,  till 

*  they  cannot  find  the  way  to  an  ale-houfe,  or  even  to 
c  their  own  beds,  if  they  have  any,  but  content 
c  themfelves  with  the  clean  ftraw,  which  at  fome  of 

*  thofe  places  they  have  for  nothing •,   fo  that  even 

*  from  the  nature  of  the  thing  we  mud  conclude, 
6  that  thofe  who  have  once  taken  to  the  exceffive 

*  drinking  of  gin,  give  over  almoft  intirely  the  drink- 
6  ing  of  beer  or  ale  •,  and  if  we  can  lay  thofe  people 
6  under  a  neceflity  of  returning  to  the  drinking  of 

*  flrong  beer  or  ale,  we  muft  necefiarily  very  much 

*  increafe  their  confumption. 

*  By  the  report,  Sir,  of  his  Majefty's  juftices  of 

c  the  peace  at  Hicks9  s-ball  in  the  month  of  January 

*  laft,  we  find,  there  were  then  within  IVejiminJier, 

*  Holborn,  the  'Tower,  and  Fins  bury  divifion  (exclu- 
z  five  of  London  and  Soutbwark)  7044  houfes  and 

*  fhops,  wherein  geneva  and  other  fpirituous  liquors 

*  were  publickly  fold  by  retail,  of  which  they  had 

*  got  an  account,  and  that  they  believed  it  was  ve- 

*  ry  far  fhort  of  the  true  number  ;  from  whence, 
4  Sir,  if  we  include  London  and  Soutbwark,  and  the 

*  other  places  within  the  bills  of  mortality,  I  think 
4  I  may  modeftly  compute,  there  are  20,000  hou- 

*  fes  and  fhops  within  the  bills  of  mortality,  where 

*  geneva  and  other  fpirituous  liquors  are  fold  by  re- 

*  $ail  5  and  tho'  the  people  within  the  bills  of  morta- 

*  tality 
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*  talicy  are  computed  to  be  but  a  fifth,  or  a  fixth 
4  part  of  the  people  of  England,  yet  I  fhall  reckon  but 
c  20  000  houfes  and  (hops  in  all  the  other  parts  of 
4  England,  where  fpirkuous  liquors  are  fold  by  re- 
4  tail,  the  whole  being  40,000.  Now  to  each  of 
4  chefc  houfes  I  Hull  allow  but  ten  cuftomers  who 
4  are  exceilive  drinkers  of  gin,  fuch  I  callthofe  who 
4  may  drink  about  half  a  pint  a  qay,  one  with  ano- 
4  ther  ;  and  ten  customers  who  are  moderate  drink- 
4  ers  of  that  liquor,  fuch  I  call  thofe  who  do  not 
4  drink  above  half  a  quartern  a  day,  one  day  with 
\  another.     This  makes  in  all  England  400,000  ex- 

*  ceftive  drinkers,  and  400,000  moderate  drinkers 
4  of  fpirituous  liquors  •,  and  confidering  how  u- 
4  niverfally  the  cultom  of  drinking  fuch  liquors  has 
4  got  in  among  the  common  people,  men,  women 
4  and  children,  I  believe  this  number  will  not  be 
4  reckoned  too  large. 

4  Let  us  next  fuppofe,  Sir,  that  if  the  retail  of 
4  fuch  liquors  were  entirely  prohibited,  and  thefe 
4  drinkers  of  gin  fliould  return  to  the  ufe  of  malt 
4  liquors,  that  each  of  the  exceffive  drinkers  of  gin 
4  would  for  the  future,  drink  a  pint  of  ftrong  beer  a 
4  day,  one  day  with  another,  and  that  each  of  the 
4  moderate  drinkers  of  gin  would  for  the  future  drink 
4  half  a  pint  of  ftrong  beer  a  day,  one  with  another, 
4  more  than  they  drink  at  prefent ;  we  may  from 
6  thence  lee  how  greatly  the  confumption  of  beer  and 
4  ale  would  be  hereby  increafed  -,  for  400,000  pints 
1  and  400,000  half  pints,  make  600,000  pints,  or 
-  75,000  gallons  a  day,  which  makes  27,375,000 
!  gallons,  or  805,147  barrels  in  a  year:  The  ex- 
1  cife  at  4  s.  6d.  per  barrel  upon  this  increafe  in  the 
■  confumption,  would  produce  an  increafe  in  the  ex- 

*  cife  upon  beer  and  ale  of  181,158/.  yearly,  one  half 
;  of  which  being  90,579  /.  would  belong  to  the  civil 

;  lift ;  fo  that  even  in  the  moft  modeft  way  of  com- 

1  putation,  and  according  to  all  the  ways  of  computa- 

D  d  4  '  tion 
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G  tion,  the  civil  lift  will  get  more  by  the  increafe  in 

*  the  excife  upon  beer  and  ale,  than  it  can  be  fup- 

*  pofed  to  lofe  according  to  the  higheft  computa- 
«  tion,  by  taking  from  it  the  duties  on  fpirituous  li- 

*  quors -,  and  that  my  computation  of  gin-drinkers 

*  is  within  bounds,  appears  from  hence  \  that  the 

*  fuppofed  400,000  exceflive  drinkers  at  half  a  pint 

*  a  day,  and  the  400,000  moderate  drinkers  at  half 
f  a  quartern  a  day,  according  to  this  computation, 
c  confume  but  31,250  gallons  a  day,  which  is 
€  11,396,250   gallons  in   a  year,  the  duties  upon 

*  which,  at  3  d.  a  gallon,  amount  to  but  142,453/; 

*  per  annum  •,  whereas  the  duties  upon  thefe  liquors 
*    *  for  this  laft   year,   amounted  to   154,094/.  and 

*  we  cannot  fuppofe  but  that  there  are  fome  frauds 

*  with  refpect  to  the  collecting  of  thefe  duties,  as 
I  well  as  in  moft  others. 

*  I  have  chofen  this  new  method  of  calculation, 

e  Sir,  not  becaufe  I  think  the  other  any  way  falfe 

*  or  deceitful,  but  to  fhew,  that  from  whatever  me- 

*  thod  we  chufe,  and  from  the  moft  modeft  calcu- 

*  lations  we  can  make,  this  general  truth  will  al- 
8  ways  appear,  That  by  prohibiting  the  retail  of  fpi- 
€  rituous  liquors,  the  civil  lift  will  get  more  by  the 

*  increafe  of  the  excife  on  beer  and  ale,   than  it  can 

*  lofe  by  the  decreafe  of  the  duties  upon  fuch  liquors: 

*  And  now  with  refpect  to  the  obfervations  made 

*  upon  the  other  method,  I  muft  fay,  that  the  gentle- 

*  men  of  the  other  fide  treat  us,  as  free-thinkers  are 
8  treated  by  fome  of  their  antagonifts :  They  ftate  a 

*  weak  or  a  falfe  argument  for  us,  anfwer  it,  and 

*  then  triumph  in  the  victory  they  have  obtained.    I 

*  have  never  heard  it  faid,  Sir,  in  this  houfe,  nor 

*  in  any  other  place,  that  as  the  duties  upon  fpiri- 

*  tuous  liquors  decreafe  or  increafe,  the  excife  upon 
*'■  beer  and  ale  muft  always  increafe  or  decreafe  in  an 
8  exact  proportion :  That  if  the  duties  upon  the  f  r- 
c  mer,  decreafe  or  increafe  one  fifth,  one  fb.cHj 
<  or  one  tenth,  the  other  muft  increafe  or  decreafe 

•  exactly 
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f  exactly  one  fifth,  one  fixth,  or  one  tenth,  and  nei- 
4  thcr  more  nor  lefs.  No,  Sir,  we  know  there  are 
4  many  other  accidents  may  contribute  to  the  increafe 
4  or  decreafe  of  the  excife  on  beer  and  ale,  and  there - 
4  fore  this  proportion  cannot  be  exact :  Yet  I  can- 
4  not  allow,  that  the  accident  mentioned  by  the  ho- 
4  nourable  gentleman,    could  have  ;my  great  influ- 

*  ence  upon  the  excife  in  the  year  1729  -,  for  the 
4  price  of  malt  was  not,  fo  far  as  I  remember,  Co 
«  high  that  year,  as  to  put  our  brewers  out  of  their 
4  common  way  of  brewirg;  and  befides,  we  know 
«  that  the  ftrong  drink  brewed  for  common  draught, 
4  from  whence  the  greateft  part  of  the  excife  is  rait 
?  ed,    is  never  defigr.ed   to  be  kept  a  great  many 

*  years,    fo  that  in  fuch   fort  of  drink  the  brewers 

*  never  think  of  laying  up  a  great  ftock,   in  order  to 

*  provide  for  a  year  of  fcarcity  :  But  I  /hall  men- 
4  tion  one  accident,  which  I  will  take  upon  me  to 
4  lay,  has  greatly  contributed  to  keep  up  the  excife 
?  thefe  laft  two  years,  and  yet  has  contributed  no- 
c  thing  towards  raifing  the  produce  of  the  duties,  at 
'  leaft  on  home  made  fpirits ;  I  mean,  Sir,  the  late 
4  general  elections  for  this  Parliament,  and  the 
4  many  very  extraordinary  difputed  elections  that 
4  have  been  fince  •,  for  it  is  certain  that  thefe  elec- 
4  tions  and  difputes  have  added  greatly  to  the  con- 
4  fumption  of  beer  and  ale,  tho'  I  have  never  yet 
4  heard  of  a  candidate  who  treated  his  voters  or  his 

*  witneffes  with  gin. 

4  And  laftly,  Sir,  with  refpect  to  the  propofition 

*  this  day  made  to  us,    I  am  furprifed  to  hear  the 

*  honourable  gentleman  fay,  that  it  alters  the  nature 
4  of  the  prefent  eflablifhment  of  the  civil  lift ;  for 
4  on  the  contrary,  it  purfues  exactly  the  nature  of 
4  that  eftablimment :  With  refpect  to  the  prefent  ci- 
4  vil  lift,  fo  far  as  the  Parliament  ftands  obliged  to 
4  make  it  good,  his  Majefty  is  accountable  ;  for  he 
4  cannot  make  any  demand  upon  the  Parliament, 
4  till  he  has  laid  an  account  of  the  civil  lift  revenues 

4  before 
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c  before  them,  in  order  to  fhew  them  the  deficien- 
c  cy :    By  the  propofition  now  before  us,  we  are  to 

*  enlarge  that  eftablifhment,  we  are  to  oblige  our 
K  felves  to  make  a  farther  fum  yearly  good  to  his 
'  Majefty,    and  I  hope   the  honourable  gentleman 

*  would  not  have  us  lay  ourfelves  under  fuch  an  obli- 

*  gation,  and  at  the  fame  time  put  it  in  the  power 

*  of  any  future  minifter  to  come  and  tell  us  when- 
'  ever  he  pleafes,   that  there  was  a  deficiency  as  to 

*  that  farther  fum,    and  that  therefore  he  infilled 

*  upon  our  making  it  good,    without  laying  any 

*  account  before  us  from  whence  that  deficiency 
'  might  appear. 

*  To  conclude,  Sir,  from  the  whole  that  has  been 

*  faid  upon  this  fubjeft,    it  appears  evident  to  me, 

*  that  if  the  furplus  of  the  civil  lift  mould  be  dimi- 

*  nifhed  by  what  we  are  now  about,    we  are  not 

*  obliged  to  make  it  good  :  That  if  we  were  obliged 
c  to  make  the  lofs  good,    it  ought  not  to  be  com- 

*  puted  at  70,000/.  per  annum:  That  if  it  fhould  be 

*  computed  at  70,000/.  per  annum^    it  is  apparent 

*  that  it  will  be  made  good  by  the  increafe  of  the 

*  excife  :  That  if  this  were  not  apparent,  the  propo- 

*  fition  now  made  to  us  will  fully  anfwer  that  uncer- 

*  tainty :  That  the  propofition  now  made  to  us  is  ex- 

*  actly  conformable  to  the  nature  of  the  prefent  efta- 

*  blifhment  of  the  civil  lift  ;  and  that  if  it  were  not, 
'  it  is  become  neceflary,  by  the  demand  now  made 
c  upon  us  in  favour  of  the  civil  lift  ;    fo  that  in  no 

*  fuppofable  cafe  I  can  find  any  reafon  for  taking 

*  fuch  a  large  fum  as  70,000  /.  a  year  from  that  fa- 

*  crcd  fund  appropriated  for  relieving  the  people, 

*  and  efpecially  the  poor  labourers,    artificers,    and 

*  manufacturers,  from  the  heavy  taxes  they  are  now 

*  charged  with ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  agree  that 

*  this  claufe,    in  the  form  in  which  it  is  at  prefent, 

*  ihould  ftand  part  of  this  bill. 

The 
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The  queftion  being  then  put,    to  agree  with  the  Divlfl0n- 
committee  in  the  amendments  made  to  this  claule,  it 
was,  upon  a  divifion,  carried  in  the  affirmative  by 
1  S3  to  1 10. 

After  this,  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report 
from  the  Committee  upon  the  faid  bill,  was  adjourn- 
ed till  Friday  the  1 6th,  when  the  houfe  relumed  the 
confideration  of  the  faid  report,  and  the  reft  of  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Committee  to  the  bill  be- 
ing read  a  fee  •  d  time,  were  with  amendments  to 
one  of  them  agreed  to  by  the  houfe  $  after  which, 
the  following  claufe  was  ofTered  to  be  added  to  the 
bill,  viz. 

4  Provided  always,    that  nothing  in  this  act  con-  cbufeJei 

*  taincd  fhall  extend,  or  be  conftrucd  to  extend,  to  c^£ns 
4  charge  with  any  of  the  duties  diredleci  to  be  paid, 

*  levied,  or  collected,  by  this  act,  any  fpirits  or 
c  ftrong- waters,  to  be  made  into  the  liquor  common- 
4  ly  called  punch,  to  be  retailed  and  confumed  in 
4  the  houfe,    or  houfes,    of  any  perfon  or  perfons 

*  keeping  a  public  inn,    corTce-houfe,    viclualling- 

*  houfe,  or  ale-houfe,  who  (hall  have  been  firft  H- 
4  cenfed  to  fell  wine,  beer,  ale,  or  other  liquors,  or 
1  to  fubject  the  makers  or  retailers  of  the  faid  liquor 
4  called  punch,  to  take  out  licences  from  the  commif- 
4  fioners  of  excife,  as  herein  before  directed  for  re- 
4  tailers  of  fpirituous  liquors,  or  ftrong- waters.  Pro- 
4  vided  the  laid  liquors  called  punch,  fo  to  be  retail- 
4  ed  and  confumed  as  aforefaid,  to  be  made  or  mixed 
4  with  two  third  parts  water  at  leaft,  in  the  prefence 
4  of  the  buyer,  and  that  the  fpirit  with  which  the 
4  (aid  liquor  is  to  be  made,  be  not  fold  or  retailed,  in 

*  a  lefs  quantity  than  one  pint,  or  at  a  lefs  price,  than 
4  after  the  rate  of  $s.  per  gallon  ;  and  all  and  every 
4  perfon  or  perfons,  acting  contrary  hereto,  fhall  for- 
4  feit  the  fum  of  5/.  for  every  offence,  one  moiety 
4  thereof  to  the  informer  or  profecutor,  that  (hall  in* 

*  form  or  profecute  for  the  fame,   the  other  moiety 

4  to 


412  Parliamentary     A.  173.6. 

*  to  his  Majefty,    his  heirs  and  fuccefTors  :    And  the 

*  proof  that  the  fame  was  fo  mixed  and  fold  at  fuch 

*  price  as  aforefaid,   mall   lie  on  the  vender  or  feller 
c  thereof,  and  not  on  the  informer  or  profecutor.' 

The  arguments  in  favour  of  this  claufe,   were  in 
fubftance  as  follow,  viz. 

Arguments  c  Sir,  as  the  complaint  which  occafioned  the 
tLfeSe°f  '  ^r^ng^n»  m  °f  tms  WJ1»  was  chiefly  aimed  againft 
c  that  conftant  and  excefllve  ufe  of  home  made  fpi- 
4  rits,  among  people  of  inferior  rank,  which  has  of 
4  late  years  fo  greatly  increafed,  and  as  the  conftant 
c  and  excefiive  ufe  of  fuch  fpirits  among  fuch  fort  of 
4  people,  proceeded  intirely  from  the  low  price,  and 
4  from  the  liberty  which  many    perfons  took,    to 

*  retail  them  without  a  licence,    I  have  always  been 

*  of  opinion,  that  the  evil  complained  of  might  have 

*  been  cured,  without  laying  on  fuch  heavy  duties, 

*  as  will  amount  to  a  prohibition  of  the  retail,  not 

*  only  of  home  made  fpirits,  but  of  all  did il led  fpi- 

*  rituous  liquors  ;  but  as  this  houfe  feems  to  be  of  a 

*  contrary  opinion,  I  muft  fubmit  to  what  has  been 
4  already  agreed  to :   However,  as  the  confumption 

*  of  rum,  efpecially  when  made  into  punch,  has  ne- 
'  ver  occafioned   the  lead  complaint,    and  as  that 

*  confumption   is  of  very  great  confequence  to  this 

*  nation,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  offer  a  few  words  in 
4  favour  of  that  liquor,   and   then  I  mall  take  the 

*  liberty  to  offer  a  claufe  for  exempting  it  from  the 
4  duties  directed  by  this  bill  to  be  paid,  levied,  and 
4  collected. 

*  I  believe,  Sir,   no  gentleman  in  this  houfe  is  ig- 

*  norant  of  the  prefent  declining  ftate  of  our  fugar 

*  colonies :    Their  circumftances,   and  the  many  dif- 

*  trelTesand  difcouragements  they  labour  under,  have 

*  been  of  late  fo  fully  laid  before  Parliament,  that 
c  no  gentleman  in  the  nation,  I  believe,  is  ignorant 
c  of  their  melancholy  fituation  -,  and  every  man  who 

c  has 
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4  has  regard  for  his  fellow  fubjects,  or  for  the  good 
c  of  his  country,  muft  be  fenfibly  touched  with  their 
4  juft  complaints.  Their  rivals  in  the  fugar  trade 
4  enjoy  a  new,  rich,  and  fertile  foil,  which  produces 

*  plentifully  without  great  labour  or  expence  •,  while 

*  they  are  obliged  to  toil  in  fields  worn  out  by  con- 

■  tinual  labour,  and  incapable  of  producing  any 
4  thing  without  a  vaft  expence.  Their  rivals  live 
4  almoit  quite  free  from  taxes,  and  without  being  at 
4  the  expence  of  making  any  prefents  to  their  go- 
4  vernors,  or  even  of  maintaining  and  repairing  their 
4  own  forts  and  garrifons  -,  while  they  are  heavily 
4  loaded  with  taxes  upon  exports  as  well  as  imports, 
4  and  obliged  to  pay  large  fabrics  to  their  gover- 
4  nors,  and  to  maintain  and  repair  their  own  fortifi- 
4  cations :  Their  rivals  have  a  liberty  of  exporting 
4  their  fugars  directly  to  any  market  in  Europe, 
4  while  they  remain  under  a  neceflity  of  landing  e- 
4  very  ounce  in  Britain,  and  are  thereby  obliged  to 
c  pay  double  freight,  double  commiflion,  and  a  great 
4  many  other  unnecefTary  charges.     Thefe  difadvan- 

*  tages  have  already,    lam  afraid,  made  us  lofe  the 

*  benefit  of  fupplying  any  foreign  market  with  fu- 
4  gars  •,  and  in  luch  circumftances  can  it  be  expect  - 

*  ed  that  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  will,  with-- 

*  out  any  neceflity,    make  a  regulation  for  taking 

*  from  our  fugar  colonies  the  only  market  they  have 

■  left  ? 

1  I  mud  confefs,   Sir,  I   little  expected   to  have 

*  feen,  in  this  fcflion  of  Parliament,  any  new  difcou- 
4  ragement  given  to  our  fugar  colonies ;  on  the  con- 

*  tra-ry  I  expected  to  have  feen  the  mod:  vigorous 
4  and  the  belt  concerted  meafures  taken  for  relieving 

*  them  from  all  the  difadvantages  they  at  prefent  la- 
4  bour  under,  and  for  putting  them  at  leait  upon  an 
4  equal  footing  with  their  rivals  in  the  fugar  trade : 

*  Such  meafures  might  have  perhaps  enabled  us  to 
4  redeem  that  trade,    and  to  regain  the  benefit  we 

4  have 
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4  have  loft,  of  fupplying  foreign  markets  with  that 
4  commodity  ;  but  if  we  diminifh  the  fale  of  their 
4  fugars  or  their  rum,in  Great-Britain^  without  ena- 
c  bling  them  to  fend  it  to  foreign  markets,  by  remov- 
e  ing  the  difad vantages  they  are  now  fubjected  to, 
■  our  fugar  planters  may  foon  be  fo  much  ruined,and 
4  their  rivals  fo  thoroughly  eftablilhed  in  the  trade, 
4  that  it  will  be  impoflible  for  us  to  regain  it;  nay, 
4  the  very  iflands  where  our  fugars  are  produced 
4  may  come  to  be  abandoned,  and  then  inftead  of 
4  fupplying  foreigners,  it  will  be  impofiible  for  us  to 
4  fupply  ourfelves,  either  with  fugars  or  rum,  which 
4  muft  of  courfe  be  attended  with  an  infinite  lofs  to 
4  the  nation. 

4  Let  us  confider,  Sir,  what  vail  quantities  of  ma- 
4  nufadtures  of  all  kinds  and  qualities  are  yearly  fent 
4  from  Great- Britain  to  our  feveral  fugar  iflands,and 
4  from  thence  we  muft  fee  how  greatly  the  value  of 
4  our  exports  muft  be  diminifhed,  if  thofe  iflands 
4  mould  be  intirely  abandoned,  or  fo  much  reduced, 
4  as  not  to  be  able  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  any 
4  thing  but  the  meer  neceflaries  of  life.     This  of  it-* 

*  felf  would  be  an  infinite  lofs  to  the  nation  ;  but  then 
4  if  we  could  have  no  fugars  or  rum  from  thofe 
4  iflands,  for  fupplying  our  own  confumption,  our 
4  lofs  would  be  redoubled  %  for  that  confumption 
4  would  then  be  fupplied  from  the  French  iflands  ; 
4  fo  that  the  value  of  our  imports  from  foreign  coun- 
4  tries,  would  be  confiderably  increafed,  at  the  lame 
c  time,  that  the  value  of  our  exports  would  be  great- 
4  ]y  diminiflied,  and  how  this  would  affect  cur  ba- 

*  lance  of  trade,  as  well  as  our  labourers  and  manu- 
4  facturers  here  at  home,  I  leave  every  gentleman 
4  to  judge.     1  fhall  now  only  take  notice,  that  the 

*  duties  upon  the  fugars  confumed  in  Great-Britain^ 

*  are  faid  to  amount  to  near  130,000/.  a  year,  and  as 
4  thefe  fugars  pay  but  3  s.  6  d.  per  hundred  weight, we 

*  muft  from  thence  conclude,that  the  fugars  confum- 

4  ed 
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4  ed  yearly  in  this  ifland,  muft  amount  to  above 
c  700,000  hundred  weight  •,  fo  that  if  we  were 
1  obliged  to  purchafe  from  France  all  the  fugars  ne- 

4  ceffary  for  our  home  confumption,  at  the  rate  of 
c  6  d.  per  pound,  which  would  probably  be  the  cafe, 
fc  that  confumption  only  would  carry  yearly  out  of 
'  this  kingdom,  near  two  millions  of  pounds  fter- 
*  ling  :  To  this  let  us  add,  the  money  that  mud  ne- 
c  ceflarily  be  carried  out  of  the  nation  yearly  for  rum 
'  or  brandy  -,  and  the  vail  fums  that  muft  yearly  be 
c  carried  out  of  Ireland,  and  our  northern  colonies, 
'  for  the  fugars  and  rum  or  brandy  they  ftand  in 

'  need  of;  and  from  thefe  two  confiderations  only 
c  we  muft,  I  think,  conclude,  that  by  thelofs  of  the 
'  fugar  trade  only,  the  balance  of  trade  would  be  in- 
6  tirely  turned  againft  us,  which  would  in  a  few  years 
1  ftrip  us  of  all  the  riches  we  now  enjoy.  Then  let 
'  us  confider  what  vaft  numbers  of  our  people  are 

5  now  employed  at  home  and  abroad,  in  the  pro- 
5  duction  and  manufacture  of  our  fugars,  what  vaft 
1  numbers  of  our  tradefmen  and  manufacturers  of 
1  all  kinds,   are  imployed   in  providing  neceffaries 

1  and  utenfils  for  them,  and  what  a  number  of  our 
1  feamen  are  yearly  employed  in  tranfporting  our 
;  fugars  and  rum  to  Great-Britain  ;  and  from  thence 
:  we  may  fee,  how  greatly  the  number  of  our  peo- 
;  pie,  efpecially  our  feamen,  muft  be  diminimed  ; 
;  and  confequently,  how  considerable  the  power  and 
the  naval  force  of  this  nation  muft  be  reduced  by 
;  the  lofs  of  the  fugar  trade:    But  what  is  (till  of 
:  worfe  confequeno;,  and  I  beg  of  gentlemen  to  con- 
fider it,   all  the  riches,  all  the  power,   and  all  the 
naval  force  we  may  in  this  cafe  jofc,   muft  nc^cITa- 
;  rily  be  added  to  thai  kingdom  from  which  we  muft 
;  always  have  the  mofc  to  iear. 

c  Having  now,  Sir,    rcprefented  to  you  the  fatal 

''  confequences,  with  which  the  lofs  of  the  fugar  trade 

muft  be  attended,    1  fhall  next  confider  how  that 

trade  may  be  affected  by  the  bill  now  before  us. 

«I 
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*  I  believe  it  will  by  granted  me,  at  leafl  by  every 
4  man  who  underftands  anything  of  our  fugar  plan- 

*  tations,  that  confidering  the  difadvantages  they  lie 
4  under  at  prefent,  it  would  be  impoflible  for  them 
4  to  carry  on  the  trade,  or  to  produce  any  fugars, 
4  if  they  had  not  a  ready  fale  for  their  rum  at  the 
c  price  it  now  bears,  therefore  every  thing  that  tends 
4  towards  lefTening  the  price  it  now  bears,  muft  be 
4  a  ftep  towards  the  ruin  of  our  fugar  trade.  Now, 
4  if  the  consumption  of  any  commodity  be  leffened, 
4  if  the  number  of  buyers  be  diminished,  the  quan- 
6  tity  brought  to  market  muft  be  lefTened,  or  the 
4  price  will  fink  of  courfe ;  and  as  the  confumption 

*  of  rum,  and  confequently  the  number  of  buyers, 
c  will  certainly  be  very  much  diminifhed  by  this  bill 

*  as  it  now  flands,  we  muft  conclude,  that  our  fiigar 

*  planters  cannot  have  a  ready  fale  for  their  rum,  at 

*  the  price  it  now  bears,  if  they  continue  to  produce 
4  as  much  as  they  do  at  prefent ;  therefore  many  of 
4  them  muft  either  immediately  turn  themfelves  to 
4  forrie  other  bufinefs,  or  all  will  be  ruined  in  a  flio'rt 
4  time.  We  know  that  our  fugar  iflands  are  not 
4  fit  for  producing  any  thing,  that  can  turn  to  ac- 
4  count  but  fugars  and  rum  ;  fo  that  if  we  put  it  out 
4  of  their  power  to  get  a  fale  for  their  fugars  and 
4  rum  at  fuch  a  price  as  they  may  fubfift  by,  a  great 
4  number  of  them  muft  neceffarily  leave  the  iflands 
4  where  they  are  now  fettled,  and  will  very  proba- 

*  bly  go  to  fettle  among  the  French  in  Hifpaviola, 
4  or  St.  Lucia,  where  there  is  fpart  ground  fufficient 
4  for  them  all,  and  where  they  will,  without  doubt, 
4  meet  with  all  manner  of  encouragement.  The 
4  few  fugar  planters  that  may  be  left  upon  our  own 
4  fugar  iflands,  may  then  perhaps,  get  a  profitable 
4  price  for  thr  fmall  quantifies  of  fiigar  and  rum  they 
4  produce,  beCaufe  we  will  certainly  endeavour,  as 
4  much  as  we  can,  by  prohibitions  and  h;gh  duties, 
4  to  prevent  the  importation  of  foreign  fugars,  rum, 

*  or  brandy ;  but  we  cannot  in  luch  a  cafe  propofe 

I  to 
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1  to  icJI  any  at  a  foreign  market  •,  and  even  with 
4  refpedt  to  our  home  confumption,  we  know  hovV 
4  impoiUble  it  is  to  prevent  the  importation  or  con- 
4  fumption  of  any  foreign  commodity,   when  there 

*  is  a  very  great  advantage  to  be  got  by  running  it 

*  upon  us. 

4  We  know,    Sir,   that  our  own  markets  are   the 

*  only  markets  where  our  fugar  planters  can  pro- 
4  pofe   to  fell  any  great  quantity  of  the  rum  they 

*  produce,  and  it  is  reckoned  that  the  rum  they 
c  produce,  is  at  prefent  equal  in  value  to  one  4th  pare 

*  of  all  their  other  produce  :  If  then  by  the  bill  now 
4  before  us,  we  diminifh  by  one  half  the  prefent  cori- 
4  fumption  of  rum,  as  our  fugar  planters  can  difpofe 
4  of  it  no  where  elfe,  it  is  abiolutely  rendering  ufe- 
4  lefs  t®  them  one  8th  part  of  their  whole  produce, 
4  which  is  the  fame  with  taking  it  intirely  away 
4  from  them  ;  and  as  an  eigthth  part  is  above  twelve 
4  per  Cent.  I  am  afraid  it  is  more  than  any  one  of  our 
4  fugar  planters  can  at  prefent  make  of  clear  profit 
4  to  himfelf ;  fo  that  if  this  be  taken  from  him,  he 
4  muft  labour  and  toil,  or  venture  his  money,  for 
4  nothing,  which  no  man  certainly  will.  From 
4  hence,  Sir,  wc  may  fee  how  dangerous  it  is  to  lay 
4  fuch  a  reftraint  upon  the  confumption  of  rum   as 

4  is  propofed  by  this  bill :  Yet  this  reftraint,  dan- 
4  gerous  as  it  is,  I  mould  have  readily  agreed  to,  if 
4  the  confumption  of  rum,  either  by  itfelf  or  in 
4  punch,  had  ever  given  occafion  to  any  of  the  evils 
4  now  complained  of,  or  even  if  we  could  hope 
4  thereby  to  render  our  people  at  home  more  fober, 
4  more  frugal,  or  more  induftrious ;  becaufe  in  either 
4  cafe,  I  would  have  at  the  fame  time  propofed  the 
4  freeing  of  our  fugar  planters  from  all  quit-rents 
'  and  taxes,  from  all  falaries  or  prefents  to  gover- 
4  nors,  and  even  from  all  expence  of  maintaining 
4  and  repairing  their  own  fortifications ;  and  at  the 
4  fame  time  I  would  have  been  for  giving  them 
4  liberty  to  export  their  fugars  and  rum  directly  to 
Vol.  XIIT  K  p  «  anv 
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4  any  market  in  the  known  world :  But  neither  of 
4  thefe  is  the  cafe  at  prefent ;  for  the  inferior  rank  of 
4  our  people  never  have  made,  nor  ever  can  make 
c  a  conftant  and  exceflive  ule  of  rum  :  It  is  never 
*  ufed,  either  by  itfelf  or  when  made  into  punch, 
4  but  by  our  better  fort  of  people,  and  inftead  of 
4  making  them  more  fober,  frugal,  or  induftrious, 
4  by  taking  from  them  the  ufe  of  punch,  we  mail 
4  only  throw  them  into  the  way  of  drinking  wine, 
4  which  will  be  a  great  expence  to  them,  and  a 
4  much  greater  expence  to  the  nation. 

«  But,  Sir,  it  is  not  the  confumption  of  rum  only, 
•  4  that  will  be  diminifhed  by  prohibiting  the  retail  of 
4  punch,    the  confumption  of  fugar  likewife  will  be 
4  greatly  diminifhed  -,    for  though  people  may  flill 
4  make  ufe -of  punch  at  their  own  houfes,   we  know 
c  that  our  people,    efpecially  thofe  of  the  middling 
•  fort,  do  not  much  like  entertainments  at  one  ano- 
4  ther's  houfes  •,  from  that  fpirit  of  liberty  fo  natural 
6  to  them,    and  which   1  hope  no  minifter  nor  go- 
4  vernment  fhall  ever  be  able  to  root  out,    they  like 
4  to  be  at  a  public  houfe,  upon  an  equal  footing  and 
4  a  fair  club  •,    and  therefore  we  cannot  fuppofe  that 
4  the  confumption  at  people's  own  houfes  will  amount, 
4  to  near  the  quantity  that  was  formerly  confumed  : 
4  On  the  contrary  we  may  expect  that  people  will 
4  go  to   public    houfes   as  formerly,    and  moft   of 
4  them  will  there  drink  wine  inftead  of  punch  *,    fo 
4  that  I  muft  look  upon  the  prohibition  of  punch,  as 
4  one  of  the  mod  extraordinary  fteps  that  was  ever 
4  taken   by  any  nation  :    We  are  doing   what  we 
4  can  to  drive  the   people  from   the  uie   of  a  li- 
4  quor,    which   is  almofb  wholly   produced   by  the 
4  labour  and   induftry  of  our  ov/n  fubjects,    to  the 
4  ufe  of  a  liquor  which  is  intirely  produced  by  of- 
4  reigners,    and  a  great  part    of  it   by   foreigners 
4  with  whom  we  have  not,    at  prefent  I  believe,    all 
4  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  be  perfectly  well  fatif- 

6  fied, 

4I 
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c  I  fhould  have  been  glad,  Sir,  to  have  feen  this 
4  bill  fo  framed,  as  to  have  left  our  people  the  free 
4  ufe  of  rum  in  any  manner  they  pleafed  ;  but  as 
4  the  houfe  feems  to  be  of  opinion,  that  this  would 
4  open  a  way  for  evading  the  act,    I  (hall  make  no 

*  proportion  for  that  purpofe  :  I  (hall  confine  my 
1  propofition  to  the  ufe  of  punch  only  ;  and  I  think 
1  I  have  drawn  it  up  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  pre- 
4  vent  its  being  poflible  to  draw  from  it  any  method 
4  of  evading  the  law  :    Nay,  I  have  /drawn  it  up  in 

*  fuch  a  method,  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
4  mean  or  low  people  to  make  a  conftant  and  ex- 

*  ceflive  ufe  of  it ;   therefore  as  no  bad  confequence 

*  can  accrue  from  permitting  the  ufe  of  punch 
4  among  the  better  fort  of  people ;  and  as  I  have, 
4  I  think,  fhewn  very  ftrong  reafons  •  for  exempt- 
4  ing  it  from  the  duties  to  be  laid  on  by  this 
4  bill,    I  fhall  propofe  to  add    to    the    bill    fome 

*  fuch  claufe  as  this : '  (Here  the  above  claufe  was 
read.) 

The  anfwer  was  to  this  efFedb,  viz. 

4  Although  the  complaints  which  occafioned  the  Anfwer, 

*  bringing  in  of  the  bill  now  before  us,  were  chiefly 

*  aimed  againft  the  conftant  and  exc  mve  ufe  of 
4  home-made  fpirits,  among  our  people  of  inferior 
4  rank,  yet  I  believe,  Sir,  it  will  be  granted,  that 
1  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  of  all  forts,  and  even 
1  the  ufe  of  punch,  has  of  late  years  become  too 
4  common,  and  very  exceffive.  It  is  wJl  known 
■  how  confiderably  the  number  of  our  dram-houTes 
4  and  punch  hoiifes  have  increafed  v.  ithirt  thefc  few 
4  years,  and  how  much  they  hive  been  frequented 
4  by  perfons  of  all  ranks  and  degrees,  efpecially 
4  fince  the  method  of  retailing  punch  in  fo  fmaJl 
4  quantities,  and  at  fo  cheap  a  rate,  has  begun  to  be 
4  praclifed :    This  we  may  be  allured  of  from  the 

*  number  of  advercifements  relating  to  fuch  houfes, 

E  e  2  *  which 
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*  which  have  daily  appeared  in  our  news-papers 
4  for  two  or  three  years  paft ;    and  as  every   fuch 

*  houfe  is  a  temptation  thrown  in  the  way  of  our 
4  people,  for  tippling  and  idling  away  their  time,  I 
4  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  now  become  abfolutely  ne- 
4  cefTary  to  remove  thofe  temptations  out  of  the  way 
4  of  our  people,  or  at  lead  to  lefTen  the  number  of 
4  them  as  much  as  we  can.     I  do  not,    Sir,    in  the 

*  leaft,  queftion  but  this  evil  was  forefeen  by  many 
4  gentlemen  feveral  years  ago  ;  but  among  the  ma- 
4  ny  advantages  we  enjoy  by  the  nature  of  our  con- 

*  flitution,  we  are  expofed  to  this  inconvenience, 
c  that  it  is  feldom  practicable  to  prevent  an  enfuing 
4  evil,  till  it  becomes  fo  apparent  as  to  be  felt  al- 
4  mod  by  every  man  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  in  the 
c  prefent  cafe,  though  the  evils  now  complained  of 
4  were,  I  believe,  forefeen  a  dozen  or  twenty  years 
4  fince  by  feme  gentlemen,  yet  it  is  certain  that  no 
4  propofnion  for  preventing  thefe  evils  would  then 
4  have  met  with  any  reception  ;  on  the  contrary,  if 
4  any  fuch  bill  as  the  prefent  had  then  been  propofed, 

*  I  believe  the  gentleman,  whoever  he  might  be, 
4  that  mould  have  propofed.,  it,  would  have  been 
4  looked  on  as  a  mad  man  :    Yet  I  am  convinced  it 

*  will  now  be  granted,  that  the  paMing  of  fuch  a 
4  bill  at  that  time  would  have  been  of  great  fervice 
4  to  the  nation  -,  and  the  objection,  of  turning  a 
4  number  of  people  out  of  their  way  of  fubfifting 
4  their  families,"  would  not  then  have  been  near  fo 
4  itrong  as  it  is  at  prefent.  This  is  the  cafe  of  every 
4  general  nufance  ;  there  is  no  fuch  nufance  but  what 
4  contributes  to  the  advantage  or  the  convenience  of 
4  fome  particular  perfons,  and  they  will  endeavour  to 
4  defend  it,  and  to  oppofe  its  removal  as  long  as  they 
4  can  •,  but  when  the  nufince  comes  to  be  generally 
4  and  fenfibly  tth^  they  mufl  then  fubmit  •,  and  when 
4  the  moving  of  the  nufance  becomes  abfolutely  ne- 
6  cefTary  for  the  public  good,  neither  the  advantage 

4  nor 
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4  nor  the  convenience  of  particular  perfons  is  to  be 
4  in  the  leaft  regarded. 

4  I  am  as  fcnfible,  Sir,  of  the  prefent  bad  circum- 
1  (lances  of  our  fugar  colonics,  as  any  gentleman  in 
4  this  houfe  •,  I  am  as  much  concerned  for  them,  and 
4  as  defirous  to  have  the  hardfhips  they  complain  of 
4  removed,  as  any  gentleman  can  be ;  and  therefore 
4  I  fhall  readily  concur  with  any  meafurcs  that  may 
4  be  propofed  forgiving  them  relief,  providing  iiich 
4  meafures  do  not  any  way  tend  to  the  ruin  of  their 
4  mother  country  :  But  for  the  fake  of  encouraging 
4  them  in  the  iale  of  their  rum  or  their  fugars,  { 
4  cannot  fubmit  to  the  continuance  of  a  glaring  enor- 
*  mity,  an  enormity  which  I  forefee  will  evidently 
4  tend  towards  deflroying  the  health  and  the  morals 
4  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain.  For  this  reaibn 
4  I  am  againft  making  any  exceptions  to  the  bill 
4  now  before  us :  The  difeafe  we  are  now  fully 
4  ienfible  of,  the  remedy  we  have  in  our  hands,  do 
4  not  let  us  mix  that  remedy  up  with  any  palliative, 
4  which  may  lefTen,  perhaps  intirely  prevent,  its  ef- 
4  k&.  We  may  find  many  methods  for  giving  to 
4  our  fugar  colonies  a  full  compenfation  for  the  dif- 
4  advantage  they  may  be  fubjecled  to  by  this  bill ; 
4  but  that  compenfation  cannot  be  granted  by  the  bill 
4  now  before  us  ;  it  is  a  fubjecl:  of  a  quite  different 
4  nature,  and  will  therefore  require  a  diftinct  confi- 
4  deration,  and  a  feparate  bill.  This  we  may  not, 
4  perhaps,  be  able  to  accomplifh  in  the  prefent  fcf- 
4  fion,  but  their  cafe  may  be  fully  examined  into, 
4  and  deliberately  confidered,  before  next  feflion, 
4  proper  relief  and  all  neceffary  encouragement  may 
4  then  be  granted,  and  in  the  mean  time  theit  lofs 
c  cannot  be  very  confiderable. 

4  I  mail  not,  Sir,  difpute  the  confequence  our  fu- 
4  gar  iQands  are  of  to  this  kingdom,  nor  fhall  I  dif- 
4  pute  its  being  a  lofs  to  them,  for  us  to  take  any 
4  meafures  for  leflening.  the  confumption  of  their  rum 
4  m  Great  Britain  ;  but  I  am  convinced  they  might 

E  e  3  4  fdl 
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*  fell  their  rum  at  a  much  cheaper  rate,  and  yet  have 
4  a  confiderable  yearly  profit  from  their  feveral  plan- 
4  tations.  If  they  mould  lower  the  price  of  their 
4  rum  but  a  very  little,  they  might  find  a  vent  for 
4  it  in  many  other  places  of  the  world,  a  vent  which 
«  would  be  more  than  iufficient  for  anfwering  the 

*  fmall  diminution  that  may,  by  this  law,  be  occa- 
4  fioned,  with  refpect  to  the  confumption  of  that  li- 
4  quor  in  Great  Britain ;  and  that  foreign  vent 
4  would  contribute  much  more  to  the  advantage  of 
4  their  native  country,  than  their  felling  the  fame  quan- 

*  tity  at  double  the  price  to  be  confumed  in  this  ifland. 
4  It  is  therefore  againft  the  general  intereft  of  this 
'  country,  to  encourage  the  home  confumption  fo 
4  much,  as  to  enable  our  planters  to  fell  all  they  can 
4  make  at  a  high  price  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  on  the 
4  other  hand  it  is  our  duty   to  take  all  poflible  mea- 

*  fures  for  enabling  them  to  fell  it  at  a  cheap  rate  to 
1  foreigners  -,  for  if  the  price  of  rum  could  be  fo  much 
4  reduced,  as  that  it  might  be  purchafed  at  a  cheaper 

*  rate  than  brandy  or  geneva,    I  am  perfuaded  vaft 

*  quantities  of  it  would  be  confumed  in  North- Arne- 
4  rica,  in  Africa^  and  in  the  countries  bordering  up- 
4  on  the  Baltic  ;  and  even  here  at  home  the  con- 
4  fumption  of  French  and  Flemijh  brandies  would 
4  thereby  be  very  much  diminished. 

4  I  do  not  know,  Sir,  but  that  by  prohibiting  the 

*  retail  of  punch,  fome  fmall  addition  may  be  made 
4  to  our  confumption  of  wines  -,  but  whatever  addi- 
4  tion  may  be  made,  it  will  be  with  refpecl  to  Port 
c  wines  only  ;  and  as  our  trade  with  Portugal  is,  in 
4  the  main,  a  very  profitable  trade,  it  is  our  intereft 
4  to  encourage  our  trade  with  that  kingdom  as  much 
4  as  we  can  :  However,  I  am  convinced  this  addi- 
4  tional  confumption  of  foreign  wines  will  not  be  any 
4  way  confiderable  ;  for  molt  of  thofe  perfons  who 
4  formerly   ufed  to  drink  punch,    will  return  to  the 

Irinking  of  fine  ale  and  ftrong  beer,  or  thofe  home 
ick  wines  which  we  call  fweets  ^    and  I  hope  it 

«  will 
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will  be  allowed,  that  it  is  as  much  the  intereft  of 
the  nation  to  encourage  the  confumption  of  thele 
liquors,  as  that  of  any  other  liquor  whatfoever. 
By  increafing  the  confurnption  ol  fine  ale  and  (Irong 
beer,  we  (hall  encourage  the  tillage  of  our  lands  in 
Great  Britain  -,  and  by  increafing  the  confumption 
of  home-made  wines,  we  (hall  not  only  encourage 
the  tillage  and  improvement  of  our  lands  here  at 
home,  buc  we  (hall  likewife  encourage  the  trade  of 
our  ftrgar  iflands,  becaufe  in  the  making  of  fuch 
wines  there  are  great  quantities  of  fugar  made  ule 
of-,  fo  that  if  the  ufe  of  fuch  wines  (hould  become 
as  general  as  the  ufe  of  punch  is  at  prefent,  I  believe 
our  demand  for  fugars  would  be  bcreafed,  rather 
than  diminifhed. 

'  To  conclude,  Sir,  if  you  exempt  punch,  or  any 
other  fort  of  fpirituous  liquor  from  the  duties  to  be 
impofed  by  this  bill,  I  am  convinced  you  will  ren- 
der this  bill  altogether  ineffectual  •,  for  under  the 
name  of  the  liquor  exempted,  every  fort  of  fpiri- 
tuous liquor  will  be  retailed  •,  and  as  the  drinkers 
will  always  be  parties  concerned  in  the  evafion,  it 
will  be  impoflible  to  difcover  the  frauds  that  may 
be  committed.  Our  brandy-ihops  and  our  gin- 
fhops  will  then  be  all  turned  into  punch-fhops,  our 
people  will  be  as  much  tempted  and  debauched, 
and  our  ftreets  will  be  as  full  of  objects  of  pity 
and  contempt  as  ever.  For  this  reafon  Sir,  I  am 
for  making  an  experiment,  at  leaft  for  one  year, 
of  the  bill  as  it  (lands  at  prefent:  As  it  is  a  new 
bill,  and  a  very  extraordinary  regulation,  we  (hall 
probably,  in  the  next  fefllon,  have  occafion  to 
make  fome  alterations  or  amendments:  By  that 
time  we  (hall  fee  what  effect  the  prohibiting,  or 
at  leaft  diminifhing  the  retail  of  punch,  will  have 
upon  our  people  -,  we  (hall  likewife  fee  what  effect- 
it  may  be  like  to  have  upon  our  fugar  colonies, 
and  then  we  may  make  what  alteration  we  think 
proper,  with  refpect  to  the  retail  of  punch.  In 
E  e  4  *  the 
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*"  the  mean  time,  the  prohibition  cannot  be  attended 
4  with  any  extraordinary  bad  effecl ;  and  therefore 
4  1  fhall  be  againfl:  adding  the  claufe  which  the 
4  honourable  gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  pro- 
4  pofe.V 

To  this   it  was  replied  in  fubftance  as  follows, 
viz. 

Reply.  <  Sir,  when  the  hon.  gentleman  was  pleafed  to 

4  find  fault  with  the  great  number  of  our  punch- 
4  houfes,  I  wiih  he  had  added,  taverns  and  ale-hou- 
4  fesj  for  I  am  convinced,  the  great  number  of  the 

*  latter  is  as  ienfible  a  grievance  as  the  great  num- 

*  ber  of  the  former,  and  the  latter  have  contrived, 
4  and  daily  practife  many  more  temptations,  for 
4  people  to  tipple  and  loiter  away  their  time,  than 
4  have  ever  as  yet  been  contrived  by  the  former: 
4  But  the  unbounded  liberty  that  has  for  fo  many 
4  years  been  given  to  the  fetting  up  of  public  hou- 
6  fes  of  all  kinds,  does  not  proceed  from  hence,  that 
4  the  evil  confequences  of  fuch  a  liberty  were  not 
4  fortfccn  or  generally  felt :  On  the  contrary,  the 
1  grievance  has  been  mod  fenfibly  felt,  and  loudly 
1  complained  of;  but,  by  an  error  in  politics,  we 
6  had  made  it  the  intereft  of  thofe,  to  multiply  fuch 
6  houfes,  wbofe  bufinefs  it  was,  and  who  only  had 
4  the  power  to  prevent  their  increafe.  This,  Sir,  is 
'  the  true  caufe  of  that  prodigious  number  of  houfes 
6  of  entertainment  which  are  now  fet  up  in  every 
4  part  of  this  kingdom,  and  the  power  of  thole  to 
'  whom  we  had  given  an  intereft  in  fuch  houfes,  has 

*  for  many  years  been  fo  confiderable,  that  it  was  in 
4  vain  for  any  gentleman  to  propofe  a  remedy: 
4  Notwithftanding  the  terrible  outcry  that  was  railed 
'  through  the  whole  kingdom,  but  efpecially  in 
4  this  great  metropolis,  againft  the  conftant  and  ex- 
fe  ceffive  life  of  fpirijuous  liquors,  among  people  of 
4  inferior  rank;,  I  doubt  much  if  we  could  haveap- 

4  plied 
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plied  any  effectual  remedy,  unlefs  fome  people  had 
found  it  their  intereft  to  agree  to  the  remedy  pro- 
pofed. 

■  I  fhall  readily  agree,  Sir,  that  the  prefent  num- 
ber of  our  punch-houies,  or  at  leaft  of  the  places 
where  punch  is  fold,  may  be  perhaps  too  great  ; 
but  there  is  a  very  great  difference  between  too 
great  a  number,  and  none  at  all :  By  the  propor- 
tion now  made,  the  retailing  of  punch  will  be  con- 
fined to  houfes  where  other  ftrong  liquors  are  by 
licence  to  be  fold,  which  will,  of  courfe,  very 
much  diminifh  the  number  of  our  punch-houfes ; 
and  where  men  are  allowed  to  drink  any  other  fort 
of  ftrong  liquor,  I  can  fee  no  reafon  why  they  may 
not  be  allowed,  at  the  fame  place,  to  drink  punch 
if  they  have  a  mind  ;  for  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
punch  is  aswholefome  and  as  harmlefs,  as  any  other 
liquor  that  can  be  found  at  fuch  houfes.  I  wifh 
with  all  my  heart,  Sir,  that  effectual  methods  had 
been  taken  many  years  fince  for  preventing  fuch 
numbers  of  our  people  turning  themfelves  to  the 
method  of  fupporting  their  families  by  the  retail 
of  ftrong  or  fpirituous  liquors :  I  am  convinced, 
that  many  perfons  have  been  thereby  drawn  intire- 
ly  away  from  ufeful  labour  and  induftry,  and  the 
labour  and  induftry  of  all  the  reft  of  our  people 
very  much  diminimed;  and  therefore  I  wifh  that 
fome  effectual  reftraints  had  been  laid  upon  thofe 
who  have  the  power  of  granting  licences,  as  foon 
as  we  made  it  their  intereft,  as  well  as  the  intereft 
of  thole  who  appoint  them,  to  grant  as  many  as 
they  could  :  But  fince  fuch  numbers  of  our  people 
have  now  got  into  that  way  of  fupporting  their 
families,  I  cannot  but  have  a  concern  and  a  com- 
panion for  them  ;  and  though  the  public  good  cer- 
tainly requires  an  immediate  reftraint  upon  the 
conftant  and  exceflive  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  a- 
mong  perfons  of  inferior  rank,  yet  I  cannot  think 
that  the  public  good  requires  an  abfolute  prohibi- 

6  tion 
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c  tion  of  felling  any  fuch  liquors  by  retail,   efpecial- 

«  ]y  when  they  are  rectified  by  a  great  quantity  of 

4  water,    or   made  into   that   liquor   called  punch  : 

«  Nay,  if  fuch  a  prohibition  were  neceflary,  my  con- 

*  cern  for  the  numbers  of  poor  people  who  now  live 
c  by  that  retail  is  fuch,  that  I  mould  be  again  ft  mak- 

*  ing  the   prohibition   immediate  :    Even  in  fuch  a 
c  cafe,  I  fhould  be  for  introducing  the  prohibition 

*  by  degrees ;  by  which  method   a  general   diftrefs 
would  be  prevented  ;  becaufe  fome  of  thofe  who 
now   live   by  that  trade,   would  die  in  the  mean 
time,  and  the  reft  would  have  time  to   provide  a 
livelihood  in  fome  other  way,  or  to  accuftom  them- 
felves  to  labour  and  induftry. 
*  What  reception  a  propofition  for  preventing  the 
evils  now  complained  of,    might   have   met  with 
twenty  years  ago,  I  fhall  not  pretend,  Sir,   to  de- 
termine ;   I  believe,  that,  for  the  reafon  I  have  al- 
ready afligned,  "it  would  not  have  met  with  a  ve- 
ry favourable   one,  unlefs   fome  proper   methods 
had  been  taken  to  recommend  it ;    but  I  am  fully 
convinced,  that,  if  fuch  a  general  prohibition  as  is 
intended  by  this  bill,  had  been   propofed  twenty 
years  ago,  the  geritlernin  who  had  propofed  it, 
would  really  have  been  looked  on  as  a  mad  man  ; 
and  even  now  the   proportion  would,  I  believe, 
have  met  with  very  little  fuccefs,  if  it  had  not  been 
fupported  by  another  propofition  which   is   now 
made  part  of  this  bill.     I  mall  admit,  Sir,  that  the 
moft  general,  the  moft  grievous  nufance  may  tend 
to  the  advantage  or  convenience  of  fome  particular 
perfons  5   and  I  muft  admit,  though  I  am  forry  for 
it,  that  thofe  who  find  a  private  intereft  or  conve- 
nience in  any  fuch  nufance,   generally  endeavour 
to  defend  it,  and  to  oppofe  its  removal,   even  al- 
though they  be  fully  fenfible  that  their  country  muft 
be  ruined  by  its  continuance  :  Of  fuch  men  I  fhall 
only  fay,  that  it  would  have  been  good  for  their 
country,  and  certainly  better  for  themfelves,   that 

1  thev 
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*  they  had  never  been  born :  Of  fuch  men,  I  am  a- 
1  rraid,  we  have  too  many  in  this  kingdom,    but  I 

*  hope  not  one  in  this  lioufe. 

'  With  refpecl  to  our  fugar  colonies,  Sir,  I  am  fur- 
c  prized  to  hear  fuch  reafoning  as  I  have  beard  upon 
4  that  fubject.     It  is  not  fo  much  as  pretended,    but 

*  that  they  may  probably  be  ruined  by  prohibiting 
■  the  retail  of  their  rum  in  Great-Britain  \  but  gen- 
4  tlemen  fry,  we  may  give  them  a  full  compenlation 
4  the  next  fefl}on  for  the  damage  we  are  to  do  them 

*  in  this :  Which  to  me  feems  to  be  the  fame,  as  if  I 
1  fhould  lay  to  a  man,  I  mud  now  knock  your 
c  brains  out,  but  next  year  I  will  do  fomething  (hall 
4  bring  you  again  to  life  :  For  God's  fake,  Sir,  let 
4  us  confider  the  unfortunate  cafe  of  many  of  our 
4  countrymen  in  the  fugar  iflands,  whofe  whole  fub- 
4  fiflence  depends  upon  the  fale  of  that  moiety  of  their 
4  rum,  which  we  are  by  this  bill  to  deprive  them  of: 
4  The  produce  of  their  whole  crop  of  iugars,  and  the 

*  other  moiety  of  their  rum,  may  be  necefTary  for 
c  defraying  the  charge  of  their  next  year's  crop  -,  and 
4  if  we  dilappoint  them  in  the  fale  of  what  they  de- 
c  figned  for  fubfifting  themfelves  and  their  families, 

*  they  muft  break  in  upon  that  flock  which  is  necef- 
4  fary  for  producing  another  crop  •,  by  which  means 
4  every  fugar  planter,  who  is  not  beforehand  with 
4  the  world,  muft  necefTarily  be  undone :  This  I  am 
4  perfuaded  will  be  the  cafe  of  mofl  of  our  fmall  plan- 
4  ters,  and  in  them  we  know  the  ftrength  of  our  fu- 
4  gar  iflands  confifts.  The  regulations  we  are  next 
4  year  to  make  may  be  a  compenlation  to  thole  who 
4  can  fland  the  fhock  we  are  now  to  give  them  ;  I  ut 

*  to  thofe  who  may  be  utterly  undone  by  the  fhock, 
4  we  can  give  no  compenfation,  we  can  communi- 
4  cate  no  relief.     There  is  not  the  leaft  pretence  for 

*  faying,  that  the  ufe  of  rum,  efpecially  when  made 
c  into  punch,  for  one  year  longer,  will  deftroy  the 
c  health  or  the  morals  of  the  people  of  Great-Britain^ 

4  there- 
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4  therefore  why  fhould  we  do  an  injury  to  our  fugar 

*  planters,  till  we  are  ready  to  grant  them  at  the 
4  fame  time  a  proper  redrefs?  Why  mould  we  pre- 
4  vent  the  fale  of  their  rum  in  Great -Britain^  till  we 
4  have  made  fuch  regulations,  and  granted  fuch  in- 
4  dulgences,  as  may  enable  them  to  fell  it  to  advan- 
4  tage  at  Come  other  market  ? 

4  We  are  told,  Sir,  that  our  fugar  planters  might 

*  fell  their  rum  at  a  much  cheaper  rate,  and  yet  have 

*  a  confiderable  yearly  profit  from  their  feveral  plan- 
4  tations  ;  but  I  wifh  the  affirmation  had  been  fup- 
4  ported  by  fome  fort  of  reafoning,  and  that  reafon- 
4  ing  founded  upon  facts  known  to  the  houfe  •,  for  I 
4  believe,  if  we  were  to  examine  any  one  of  our  fu- 
4  car  planters,  he   would  give   us  ftrong  reafons, 

*  founded  upon  plain  and  notorious  facts,  for  con- 
c  vincing  us,  that  in  their  prefentcircumftances  it  is 

*  impoflible  for  them  to  fell  either  their  fugars  or  their 
4  rum  at  a  cheaper  rate.  We  all  know  how  dear 
«  living  is  in  our  fugar  iflands,  we  know  what  taxes 
4  they  pay,  and  we  know  what  monftrous  prices  they 

*  pay  for  their  (laves,  and  for  every  thing  dfc  that  is 
4  necefifary  for  the  production  of  fugars  :  We  like- 
■  wife  know  at  what  a  cheap  •  rate  both  fugars  and 

*  rum  are  fold  upon  the  fpot  where  they  are  produ- 
4  ced  ;  and  if  we  compare  the  expence  and  the  pro- 
4  fits  together,  the  impoflibility  of  felling  either  at  a 
'  cheaper  rate,  will,  I  believe,  fully  appear.     I  fhall 

*  very  readily  grant,  that  it  would  be  an  advantage 

*  to  the  nation  to  enable  our  fugar  planters  to  {dl 
4  their  rum  at  foreign  markets  rather  than  in  Great- 
4  Britain  -,  but  it  is  not  the  price  the  poor  planter 

*  fells  it  for  that  prevents  its  being  fold  in  foreign 

*  markets ;  it  is  the  wife  regulations  we  have  made 

*  here  at  home,  for  we  feem  to  have  taken  particu- 
4  lar  care  to  prevent  its  being  in  their  power  to  dif- 
4  pofe  of  their  rum  to  advantage  at  any  foreign 
6  market ;  In  the  firft  place,  their  rum  muft  be  all 

4  landed 
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landed  in  Great-Britain  before  it  can  be  carried  to 
any  foreign  market  in  Europe  \  fo  that  at  every 
fuch  foreign  marker,  it  mult  be  charged  with  dou- 
ble freight  and  double  commifllon,  befides  porte- 
rage, wharfage,  and  feveral  other  fmall  items  up- 
on the  importation  and  exportation,  all  which, 
upon  fuch  a  cheap  and  fuch  a  bulky  commodity, 
muft  amount  to  more  than  the  value  of  the  prime 
coil :  And  in  the  next  place,  we  know,  that  in 
order  to  make  rum  palatable  to  any  perfon  of  nice 
tafte,  it  muft  be  carefully  kept  in  a  good  cellar 
for  feveral  years  *,  now  there  are  but  few  of  our 
planters  can  fpare  to  keep  their  rum  by  them  for 
feveral  years,  nor  would  it  be  proper  to  keep  it  in 
thofe  hot  climates  •,  and  yet  by  obliging  our  mer- 
chants at  home  to  pay  the  high  duties  upon  it  foon 
after  its  landing,  we  render  it  impolTible  for  moil 
of  them  to  keep  it  till  it  is  fit  for  any  market  •,  or 
if  fome  of  them  do,  the  intereft  of  the  money 
they  have  paid  for  the  duties  upon  it  here  at  home, 
rifes  fo  high,  that  it  becomes  impolTible  for  them 
to  fell  it  to  advantage  at  any  foreign  market.  Both 
thefe  advantages  might,  in  my  opinion,  be  very 
eafily.  removed  •,  and  till  they  are  removed,  I  am 
fure  it  will  be  impolTible  for  our  fugar  planters 
to  fell  their  rum  to  advantage  at  any  market  in 
Europe  :  When  this  is  done,  and  fome  other  in- 
dulgences granted  them,  we  may,  perhaps,  make 
free  with  our  home  confumption  of  that  liquor  -, 
but  till  then,  I  am  convinced,  the  putting  a  flop 
to  our  home  confumption,  will  be  running  the 
rifque,  at  leaft,  of  ruining  intirely  our  fugar  co- 
lonies. 

c  It  is  faid,  Sir,  that  upon  our  prohibiting  the 
retail  of  punch,  our  people  will  fall  naturally  into 
the  drinking  of  fine  ale,  ftrong  beer,  and  home- 
made wines.  I  wifh  it  may  be  fo  •,  and  I  am  con- 
vinced, the  putting  a  flop  to  the  ufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors  among  the  inferior  rank  of  our  people, 

4  will 
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will  increafe  the  confumption  of  beer  and  ale, 
though  this  had  been  denied,  or  at  lead  much 
doubted  of,  by  the  fame  gentlemen  in  a  former 
debate  on  this  bill  ;  but  as  for  our  punch  drinkers, 
they  are  generally  the  better  fort  of  our  people,  and 
I  am  afraid,  moft  of  them  will  fail  into  the  drink- 
ing of  foreign  wines  ;  nor  will  that  confumption 
be  confined  to  the  wines  of  Portugal  only  -,  for  the 
Spanijh  and  Italian  wines  will  certainly  come  in  for 
a  fhare  ;  and  our  drinkers  of  arrack  punch  will 
moft  of  them  betake  themfelves  to  the  drinking  of 
French  clarets  :  But  even  with  refpecl  to  Portugal 
wines,  though  our  trade  with  that  kingdom  be  a 
profitable  trade,  yet  I  am  lure  we  ought  not  to  en- 
courage the  confumption  of  their  wines,  rathtr  than 
the  confumption  of  a  liquor  wholly  produced  in 
our  own  dominions,  and  by  our  own  fubjects.  As 
for  our  home-made  wines,  1  can  have  no  notion 
that  the  ufe  of  them  will  ever  become  fo  general  as 
the  ufe  of  punch  is  at  prefent  •,  and  unlefs  this  hap- 
pens to  be  the  cafe,  our  fugar  colonies  will  fuffer 
with  refpect  to  the  confumption  of  their  fugars  as 
well  as  their  rum  :  But  fuppofing  that  every  punch 
drinker  in  the  kingdom  could  be  brought  to  the 
drinking  of  fuch  wines  only,  inftead  of  the  punch 
he  formerly  ufed  co  drink,  yet,  if  our  fugar  trade 
mould  be  thereby  quite  deftroyed,  the  nation 
would  be  a  great  lofer  by  the  change  •,  becaufe,  if 
we  had  no  fugars  of  our  own,  the  nation  wou!d 
be  put  to  a  great  expence  by  the  making  of  iuch 
wines. 

'  I  do  believe,  Sir,  that  by  prohibiting  the  retail 
of  punch,  fome  little  addition  will  be  made  to  the 
confumption  of  our  home-made  wines,  and  alfo  to 
the  confumption  of  fine  ale  and  ftrong  beer  \  but 
I  am  convinced,  that  the  chief  addition  Will  be 
made  to  the  coniumption  oi  foreign  wines,  which 
muft  necelfarily  be  a  great  difadvantage  to  the  na- 
tion, but  will  be,  I  mult  confeis,  a  double  advan- 
tage 
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4  tage  to  the  civil  lift  revenue  *,  for  that  ufeful  revc- 
c  nue  will  be  cpnfiderably  increafed   by  the  great 
4  number  of  new  wine   licences  that    will  of  courfe 
4  be  taken  our,    every  (hilling  of  the  duties  upon 
4  which,   we  know   belongs  to  the  civil  lilt  ;    and  it 
4  will  befides,    get  a  great  deal    more  by  the  con- 
4  fumption  of  wine,  than  it  could  have  ever  got  by 
4  the  confumption  of  rum  made  into  punch  ;   for  as 
4  one  bottle  of  good  rum  or  brandy  made  into  punch, 
4  will  go  as  far  as  four  bottles  of  wine,    and  as  the 
4  civil  lift  gets  at  lead  16  d.  by  the   confumption  of 
4  four  bottles  of  wine,  and  but  gd.  or  10  d.  at  mod 
4  by  the  confumption  of  one  bottle  of  rum  or  bran- 
4  dy  made  into  punch,    we   mud  therefore  giant, 
4  that  the  civil  lift  will  be  a  double  gainer  by  this 
*  change  of  liquors.     It  is  true,  a  considerable  addi- 
4  tion  has  always  been,  and  always  will  be  made  to 
4  foreign  wines  after  they  are  imported,  fo  that  we 
4  cannot  fuppofe  that  the  civil  lift  will  get  /\.d.   by 
4  every  bottle  of  wine  hereafter  to  be  confumed,  un- 
4  lefs  we  mould  be  fo  happy  as  to  get  wines  fubject- 
4  ed  to  an  excife,  which  we  may  remember  was  not 
very  long  fince  attempted  ;  but  if  the  drinking  of 
punch  mould  be  continued,  we  cannot  fuppofe  that 
the  civil  lift  could  get  9  d.  or  10 d.  by  every  bottle 
of  brandy  and  rum  made  ufe  of  in  that  way,   be- 
caufe  great  quantities  of  punch  have  always  been, 
and  always  will  be  made  of  Englijh  fpirits,    or  of 
brandy  or  rum  run  in  without  paying  any  duty ; 
and  the  quantity  of  punch,  made  from  fuch  liquors, 
will  always  be  at  leaft  equal  to  the  quantity  added 
by  our  wine-coopers  to  foreign   wines  after  they 
are  imported. 

4  The  claufe  now  offered  is,  in  my  opinion,  Sir, 
drawn  up  fo  cautiouQy,  that  it  is  impoflible  to 
make  any  handle  of  it  for  evading  the  law.  Tlte 
punch  to  be  retailed  by  this  claufe,  muft  be  mixed 
with  two  third  parts  water  at  leaft,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  buyer  -,    and  muft  not  be  retailed  in  a  lefs 

4  quantity 
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*  quantity  tharrone  pint,  or  at  a  lefs  price  than  after 

*  the  rate  of  5  j.  per  gallon  :  It  will  therefore  be  im- 
4  poffible  to  fell  any  fpirituous  liquor  under  the  name 
c  of  punch,  unlefs  it  be  mixed  with  two  third  parts 
c  water ;  and  the  not  allowing  it  to  be  fold  at  a  lefs 

*  price  than  5  5.  per  gallon,    or  in  a   lefs  quantity 

*  than  one  pint,    will  prevent  tippling  as  much  as 

*  poffible.  To  pretend  that  the  frauds  cannot  be  dif- 
«  covered,  becaufe  the  drinkers  will  always  be  parties 

*  to  the  evafion,  is  an  objection  that  will  hold  equal- 

*  ly  ftrong  againft  every  claufe  in  the  bill  %  for  the 
4  drinkers  mull  be  parties  to  every  fraud  that  can  be 

*  committed,  and  yet  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  they 
4  will  generally  be  the  informers :   Nay,  even  with 

*  refpect  to  the  retailing  of  gin,  it  may  fafely  be  fold 
4  and  drank  in  a  private  corner  without  any  danger 

*  of  a  difcovery,  unlefs  the  drinkers  themfelves  be - 
£  come  informers. 

*     4  The  bill  now  before  us  may  indeed,  Sir,  very 

*  properly  be  called  an  experiment :  It  is,  I  believe, 
'4  one  of  the  boldeft  experiments  in  politics  that  was 
4  ever  made  in  a  free  country  ;    and  feems  as  if  in- 

*  tended  to  try  the  fubmiffion  and  obedience  of  our 
4  people :  Even  though  the  claufe  now  propofed  be 
4  added,  like  Saul,  it  will  ruin  its  thoufands,  but  if 

*  this  claufe  be  not  added,  like  David,  it  will  ruin  its 

*  ten  thoufands  ♦,  and  if  by  this  bill  our  fugar  trade 
4  mould  be  deftroyed,    it  will  ruin  the  whole  nation 

*  at  laft.     I  truly,  Sir,  make  no  queftion,  but  that 

*  the  bill  will  be  found  to  (land  in  need  of  fome  al- 

*  terations  and  amendments  in  the  very  next  feffion  ; 
4  I  do  nor  know,,  but  a  great  part  of  it  may  then  be 
4  repealed;  but  as  for  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to 
c  the  civil  lift,  I  doubt  much  if  it  will  ever  be  in 
4  our  power  to  get  it  repealed:  I  am  convinced,  that, 
4  before  next  feffion,  it  will  be  found  neceiTary  to 
4  alter  the  whole  fcheme  of  this  bill,  and  to  contrive 
1  fome  new  method  for  preventing  the  conftant  and 

'  exceflive 


A.  1736.       DEBATES.  433 

'  exceflive  ufc  of  fpirituous  liquors  among  our  pco- 
4  pie  of  inferior  rank,  but  in  the  mean  time  thou- 
c  lands  of  our  people  abroad  and  at  home  will  be 

*  utterly  undone ;  and  as  fuch  perfons  cannot  be  re- 
c  covered,  nor  receive  any  benefit  by  thofe  alterations 
'  we  may  then  think  proper  to  make,  I  am  for  pre- 
c  venting  the  fpreading  of  this  dcfolation  as  much  as 
c  poffible,  and  therefore  I  am  for  adding  the  claufe. 

*  now  propofed.' 

The  queftion  was  then  put  upon  the  claufe  offered,  r>>. 
but  upon  a  divifion  it  was  rejected    by  203    to  98, 
and  then  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  ingroffed. 

On  Tuefday  the  20th  of  Aprils  the  bill  was  read  Bin  fent  ta 
a  third  time,  and  paffed  without  a  divifion  ;   and  Sir  the  Lords* 
Charles  Turner  was  ordered  to  carry  the  bill  to  the 
Lords,  to  defire  their  concurrence. 

In  the  houfe  of  Lords  the  fame  petitions  were  pre-  Bin  paffcd 
fented  againft  this  bill,  as  had  been  prefented  againft  bytheLor^- 
it  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  but  they  met  with  the 
fame  fate  ;  for  as  the  bill  was  a   money  bill,    their 
Lordfhips  knew  that  the  Commons  would  not  agree 
to  any  alterations  or  amendments  they  might  think 
proper  to  make  ;  and  tho'  feveral  of  their  Lordfhips 
expreffed  their  diflike  to  the  bill  in  general,  as  well 
as  to  fome  of  the  particular  claufes  in  it,   yet  they  faid 
they  thought  the  exceffive  drinking  of  fpirituous  li- 
quors was  come  to  fuch  a  height  among  the  lower 
rank   of  our  people,  that  it  required  an  immediate 
remedy,  therefore  they  were  for  agreeing  to  that  bill, 
fuch  as  it  was,  rather  than  allow  that  prodigious  e- 
normity  to  continue  for  another  year  •,  becaufe  in  the 
next  feftion  of  Parliament  the  bill  might  be  amen  led 
or  altered  as  fhould  then  feem  proper,  and  they  would 
then  be  able  to  grant  fome  relief  to  our  fugar  colonies 
with  refpect  to  the  hardfhips  they  might  be  laid  under 
by  that  bill:  For  this  reafon  the  majority  of  that  houfe 
were  for  pafllng  the  bill  without  any  amendment  or 
Vol.  XIII.  F  f  <  ake- 
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alteration  :,  fo  that  it  was  patted  in  that  houfe  with- 
out any  con.fiderable  debate  or  oppofition;  tho' 
fome  of  thofe  who  were  for  the  bill,  were  for  hear- 
ing the  fVejl  India  petitioners  againft  it  by  their  coun- 
ftl,  not  with  a  defign  to  amend  or  alter  the  bill,  but 
with  a  defign  to  learn  from  them,  the  principal  diffi- 
culties they  then  laboured  under,  in  order  that  their 
circumftances  might  be  maturely  confidered,  and  a 
proper  redrefs  prepared,  and  made  ready  ior  being 
paflld  into  a  law,  againft  the  meeting  of  next  feflion 
of  Parliament :  This  proportion  was  however  re- 
jected, and  the  petition  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table, 

Bin  for  re-  t~T~\  H  E  fame  day,  the  above-mentioned  petition 
feUaions8Pro-  A  againft  fpirituous  liquors  was  prefented  to  the 
pofed.  houfe  of  Commons,  viz.  on  the  20th  of  February,  Sir 
John  Rujhout  prefented  to  that  houfe  (according  to 
order)  A  bill  for  the  farther  regulating  eletlicns  of 
members  to  ferve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament,  in 
that  fart  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  contain- 
ing fome  regulations  for  preventing  difputes  about 
elections,  efpecially  with  refpect  to  counties.  This 
bill  was  then  received,  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  :  On  the  Thurfday  following  it  was 
read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  : 
On  Wednefday  the  24th  of  March,  the  houfe  refolv- 
ed  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  laid  bill,  and  made 
fome  progrefs  \  but  as  it  is  very  difficult  to  frame 
a  bill  of  that  nature,  fo  as  to  prevent  any  danger  of 
grievances  arifirg  from  it,  fome  difficulties  were 
ftarted  in  the  Committee,  which  occafioned  the  poft- 
ponirg  of  the  bill  to  another  feflion. 


A  fhort  ac- 


C\N  Tuefday  the   24th  of  February,  the  houfe 
/  proceeded  (according  to  order)  to  the  hearing 
of  the  matter  of  the  feveral  petitions,  complaining  of 
*wn.  an  undue  election  and  return  for  the  county  of  York  \ 

and  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  Eaft  Ri- 
ding of  the  faid  county,  having  produced  feveral 

books 
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books,  as  the  original  poll  taken  at  the  faid  election-, 
and  being  examined  as  to  the  time,  place,  and  man- 
ner of  the  delivery  thereof  to  him,  by  the  high  fhe- 
riiTof  the  faid  county  •,  the  counfel  for  the  fitting 
member,  Sir  MilesStapleton,  Bart,  again  ft  whom  oniy 
the  petitions  were  aimed,  objected  that  thj  faid  books 
ought  not  to  be  admitted  as  evidence,  the  fame  not 
having  been   delivered  over  upon  oath,   nor  within 
the  time  limited  by  law,   nor  any  proof  given,  that 
no  alterations  had  been  made  therein  after  the  faid 
election,  and  before  the  faid   delivery.     Upon  this 
objection,  the  counfel  of  both  fides  being  heard,  and 
the  preamble  and  the  *  fifth  fection  of  an  a£t  made 
in  the  10th  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  inti- 
tled,   An  all  for  the  more  efft  final  preventing  fraudu- 
lent conveyances,  in  order  to  multiply  votes  for  electing 
knights  of /hires  to  ferve  in  Parliament^  being  read; 
as  aifo  the  journal  of  the  houfe  of  the  12th  day  of 
Marchy    ijij,    in  relation  to  the  report  from  the 
committee  of  privileges  and  elections,  touching  the 
election  for  the  county  of  Bucks  •,  the  faid  clerk  was 
again  called  in  and  examined,  as  to  the  keeping  of 
the  faid  books,   fince  the  time  of  the  laid  delivery 
thereof,  and  as  to  the  taking  copies  of  and  collating 
the  faid  books,  and  as  to  the  declarations  of  the  faid 
high  fheriff,  and  other  circumftances  before  and  at 
the  time  of  fuch  delivery  :   After  which  the  following 
queftion  was  propofed,  viz. 

'  That  books,  called  the  original  poll  books  of 
'  the  laft  election  of  members,  to  icrve  in  Parl.amerit 
*  for  the  county  of  York,  produced  by  Robert  Ap- 


*  •  Enatled,  That  in  taking  the   poll,   the  fheriff,  &c.  fhall  enter  ths 
'  place  of  the  elector's  freehold,   and  o.f  his  abode,  and  fhall   mark    "Jurat, 

*  again  ft  his  name,  and  the  returning  officer  fhall,  within  twenty  days  after 
'  the  election,  deliver  over  to  the  clerk  of  the  pence  :»il  the  poll  bocks,  on 
'  oath  made  before    the   two  next    juftices   of  toe  peace,  quorum  unu^   Sec. 

*  without  imbezzlemerit  or  akerat  on  ;  and  in  fuch  counties,  where  th -re  are 

*  more  than  one  clerk  of  the  pence,  then  he  fhall  deliver  the  original  poll 
'  books  to  one,    a»d  the  attefted  copies  to  the  rat,    to   be  preserved  among 

*  the  records  of  the  ieiTions  of  the  peace.' 


F  f  2  fleton 
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c  pie  ton,  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  JE^afl  Ri- 
c  ding  of  the  faid  county,  and  which  were  delivered 
c  over  to  him  by  the  high  fheriffof  the  faid  county 
c  in  open  court,  at  the  quarter  feflions  of  the  peace 
4  for  the  faid  riding,  about  two  months  after  the  faid 

*  election,  as  the  original  poll  taken  at  the  faid  election, 

*  and  which  have  been  kept  by  him  the  faid  deputy 
c  clerk  of  the  peace,  ever  fmce,  among  the  records  of 
'  the  feflions  of  the  peace  for  the  faid  riding,  the  faid 

*  books  not  being  delivered  over  by  the  faid  fheriff 
4  within  the  time,  nor  upon  oath,  as  required  by  the 
4  act  of  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  Queen 

*  (for  the  more  effectual  preventing  fraudulent  convey- 
4  ances,  in  order  to  multiply  votes  for  eleSing  knights 
4  of /hires  to  ferve  in  Parliament)  be  admitted  as  evi- 
4  dence.' 

This  motion  occafioned  a  long  debate,  and  at  laft 
the  previous  queftion  was  put,  which  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative  ;  and  then  the  main  queftion  being 
put,  it  was  likewife  carried  in  the  affirmative,  upon  a 
divifion  201  to  1 64:  Whereupon  the  faid  poll  books, 
and  copies  of  them,  were  delivered  in;  and  then  it 
was  ordered,  that  the  farther  hearing  of  the  matters 
of  the  faid  petitions  fhould  be  adjourned  till  Thurfday 
morning  then  next. 

On  which  day,  the  houfe  proceeded,  accord- 
ing to  order,  to  the  farther  hearing  of  the  matters 
of  the  faid  petitions,  and  the  counfel  for  the  pe- 
titioner, Sir  Rowland  fVynn,  Bart,  and  the  other  pe- 
titioners having  propofed,  in  order  to  difqualify 
John  Maken,  who  voted  for  Sir  Miles  Stapleton  at 
the  faid  election,  and  then  fwore  that  he  was  a  free- 
holder, to  prove  by  parol  evidence,  that  he  had  no 
freehold  at  the  time  of  the  faid  election,  in  the  place 
where  he  then  fwore,  that  his  freehold  did  lie  -,  the 
admitting  of  fuch  evidence  was  objected  to,  by  the 
counfel  for  the  fitting  member,  who  alledged,  that 

no 
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no  man's  parol  evidence  could  be  admitted,  or  re- 
ceived as  any  proof,  againft  the  affidavit  of  another 
man  •,  and  the  couniel  of  both  fides  being  heard  upon 
this  objection,  and  feveral  journals  relating  to  it  read, 
the  following  queftion  was  propofed,  viz. 

6  That  the  counfcl  for  the  petitioners  be  admitted 
c  to  give  parol  evidence,  as  to  a  perfon  being  no 
*  freeholder  at  the  time  of  the  election,  who  fwore 
<  himfelf  then  to  be  a  freeholder.' 

This  motion  likewife  occafioned  a  long  debate, 
but  at  laft  the  queftion  was,  upon  a  divifion,  carried 
in  the  affirmative  by  206  againft  152  -,  after  which 
the  farther  hearing  of  the  matters  of  the  laid  petiti- 
ons was  adjourned  to  the  Tuefday  following. 

Accordingly,  the  houfe  having  then  realTumed  the 
hearing  of  this  affair,  the  couniel  for  the  petitioners 
proceeded  to  examine 'one  JoJJoua  Wilfon^  in  order  to 
difqualify  the  above-mentioned  John  Maken,  as  hav- 
ing had  no  freehold  at  the  time  of  the  faid  election, 
in  the  place,  where  he  then  fwore,  that  his  freehold 
did  lie  ;  and  the  faid  Wilfon  beginning  to  give  evi- 
dence, of  that  difqualihxation,  by  relating  the  con- 
feffion  of  the  faid  John  Maken,  he  was  interrupted 
by  the  counfel  for  the  fitting  member,  who  faid,  that 
as  the  houfe  would  not  admit  of  a  man's  confeffion, 
even  before  them,  as  an  evidence  againft  what  he 
had  fwore  at  the  time  of  an  election,  they  would  not 
furely  admit  of  a  man's  private  confeffion  to  a  neigh- 
bour in  the  country,  as  any  evidence  againft  what 
he  had  fwore  at  the  time  of  an  election.  Upon  this 
the  counfel  on  both  fides  were  heard,  and  feveral 
journals  read,  particularly  the  refolution  of  that  houfe 
of  the  1 2th  day  of  February  then  laft,  in  the  cafe  of 
the  election  of  the  borough  of  Southwark^  againft 
admitting  the  petitioner's  counfel  to  "examine  Thoma s 
Gaman,  in  contradiction  to  his  oath  at  that  election  : 
And  then  the  following  queftion  was  propofed,  viz. 

F  f  3  •  That 
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c  That  the  council  for  the  petitioners  be  admitted 

*  to  give  evidence,  as  to  what  a  voter  confeiTed  of 
'  his  having  no  freehold,    who  at  the  time  of  the 

*  election  fwore  he  had.' 

Upon  this  motion,  there  was  alio  a  long  debate  ; 
but  upon  tr«e  quiftions  be;ng  put,  it  was  carried, 
upon  a  divifion,  in  the  affirmative  181  to  532. 

After  which,  the  council  for  the  pefitio  sers  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  the  faid  Wiljon^  and  fev<  ral  other 
witntlTes,    in  order  to  difqualify  feveral  other  per- 
fons, who  voted  for  the  faid  firth  g  member  at  the  faid 
election,  and  having  begun  to  examine  a  witnefs,  in 
order  to  difqualify  one  of  thofe  perfons,    to  whom 
the  petitioners,   in  the  lifbs  by  them  delivered,   pur* 
fuant  to  the  order  of  the  houfe  of  Friday  the  1 6th 
day  of  January  then  laft,  had  objected,  that  he  was 
not  alTcfled,  nor  had  a  freehold  of  40  s.  per  annum 
in  the  place,  where,  at  the  rime  of  the  faid  election, 
he  fwore  that  his  freehold  did  lie  ;  and  it  appearing 
that  the  evidence,  which  that  witnefs  gave,  tended  to 
prove  that  fuch  perfon  had  no  freehold  at  all  there, 
he  was  interrupted  in  his  evidence  by  the  council  for 
the  fitting  member,  who  faid,   that  by  the  faid  or- 
der, petitioners  were  obliged  to  deliver  to  rhe  fitting 
members  lifts,   of  the  perfons  intended  by  the  peti- 
tioners to  be  objected  to,   who  voted  for  the  fitting 
men  Vis,  giving,  in  the  faid  lifts,  the  feveral  heads 
of  objection,   and  diftinguifhing  the  fame  againft 
the  names  of  the  voters  excepted  to  ;   and  as  the  pe- 
titioners had  not  objected  to  this  perfon,    that  he 
had  no  freehold  at  all,  but  only  that  he  had  not  a, 
freehold  of  40  /.  a  year,  where,    at  the  time  of  the 
faid  election,  he  fwore  that  his  freehold  did  lie  ;  there- 
fore no  evidence  was  to  be  admitted   for  proving 
that  he  had  no  freehold  at  all :  The  council  of  both 
fides  being  heard  upon  this  objection,    after  fome 
fhort  debate,  the  queftion  was  put  and  carried,  That 
the  council  for  the  petitioners  mould  be  admitted 

to 
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to  give  evidence,  as  to  a  performs  having  no  free- 
hold at  all,  to  whom   the  petitioners  had  obje&ed, 

in  their  lift  of  objection:;,  that  fuch  peiion  hud  not 
a  freehold  of  40  s.  per  annum.  After  which,  the 
farther  hearing  oi"  this  affair  was  adjourned  to  the 
Tburfday  morning  following. 

The  houfe  proceeding  upon  the  hearing  of  this 
matter  every  Tuefciay  and  Tburfday,  and  the  peti- 
tioners v/ent  on  in  examining  witneffes,  and  produ- 
cing evidence, in  order  to  diiqnalify  a  great  number  of 
perfons,  who  had  voted  for  the  laid  fitting  member, 
without  any  remarkable  conteft  or  debate,  till  Thurs- 
day the  22 d  o{  April,  when  they  fummed  up  their 
evidence  ;  *by  which  they  alledged,  they  had  difqua- 
lifted   feveral  perfons,    as  not  being  affeifed   to  the 

public  taxes,  church  rates,  and  parifli  duties :  « 

Others,  as  having  no  freehold  in  the  place  where 
they  fwore  that  their  freehold  did  lie  ;  and  of  them 
feveral  as  having  no  eftate  at  all,  being  fchool-ma- 
Iters,  parifh-clerks,  curates,  hofpital-men,  leafe-hold- 

ers,  and  copy-holders : Others,   as  not  having 

freeholds  of  the  value  of  40  s.  per  annum  :  — 

Others,  as  being  minors : Others,  as  having  pur- 
chafed  their   freeholds  within  one  year  before  the 

election  : Others,   as  having  been  influenced  to 

vote  by  threats : Others,   as  having  voted  twice: 

— i — One,  as  being  an  alien  : And  others,  whofe 

votes  appeared  upon  the  poll,  though  they  were  no 
fuch  perfons,  either  in  the  place  where  they  fwore 
their  freeholds  did  lie ,  or  in  the  places  where  they 
fwore  that  their  abode  was,  whereupon  the  farther 
hearing  of  the  affair  was  adjourned  to  that  day  feven 
night,  when  it  was  adjourned  to  the  Tuefday  morn- 
ing thereafter  j  and  then,  after  the  council  for  the 
fitting  member  were  heard,  who  alledged  that  they 
would  foon  fhew,  that  moft  of  the  objections  made 
to  their  voters  were  either  falfe  or  frivolous,  and  that 
they  would   effectually   difqualify  a  much   greater 

F  f  4  number 
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number  of  the  voters  for  Sir  Rowland  Wynn,  the  pe- 
titioner, than  he,  or  the  other  petitioners  had  pre- 
tended to  difqualify  of  theirs  ;  the  affair  was  ad- 
journed to  that  day  fevennight,  upon  which  day  no 
mention  was  made  of  it,  fo  that  the  affair  was  in- 
tirely  dropt  for  that  fefiion. 

ON  V/ednefday  the  25th  of  February,  Samuel 
Sandys,  Efq;  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  better  fecuring  the  freedom  of  Parliaments, 
by  limiting  the  number  of  officers  in  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  and  leave  was  accordingly  given ;  and 
the  faid  Mr.  Sandys,  Mr.  Glanville,  Mr.  Gore,  and 
Mr.  Howe;  were  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
fame:  On  the  12th  of  March,  Mr.  Sandys  pre- 
fented  the  faid  bill  to  the  houfe ;  and  the  fame  was 
received,  and  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  fecond  time:  And  on  the  31ft,  it  was  read 
a  fecond  time,  and  a  motion  made  for  its  being  com- 
mitted, which  being  oppoied,  there  enfued  a  long 
debate  -,  and  upon  the  queftion's  being  put,  the  bill 
met  with  its  ufual  fate,  the  queftion  was  upon  a  di- 
vifion  carried  in  the  negative  by  224  to  177.  This 
bill  having  been  often  before  debated  on  both  fides, 
it  was  impoilible  there  could  be  any  thing  very  new 
faid  upon  the  fubjedl  ;  and  as  we  have  formerly  given 
a  full  account  of  thofe  debates,  we  fhall  now  only 
refer  to  them  *. 

ON  the  raid  25th  of  February,  the  houfe  refolved 
itfeif  into  a  committee,  to  confider  farther  of 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefly  -,  and  came  to  the 
following  refolutions,  viz. 


1.   That  the  fum  of  56,250/.  mould  be  granted  to 
his  Majefty,  on  account  of  the   fubfidy  payable  to 


*  See  Vol.  X.  page  331   and  372.      Vol.   XI.  page  492.       Vol   XIII. 
page  99. 

the 
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the  King  of  Denmark,  purfuant  to  the  treaty  bearing 
date  the  19th  day  of  September ,  1734,  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  year  1736.. 

2.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  46,780/.  18  s. 
mould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  upon  account,  for 
reduced  officers  of  his  Majefty 's  land  forces  and  ma- 
rines, for  the  year  1736. 

3.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  3,828/.  mould  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  paying  of  penfions  to  the 
widows  of  fuch  reduced  officers  of  his  Majefty's 
land-forces  and  marines,  as  died  upon  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  half- pay  in  Great-Britain  (and  who  were 
married  to  them  before  the  25th  day  of  December, 
17 16)  for  the  year  1736. 

4.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  21,096/.  9  s.  8  d. 
mould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  to  make  good  the 
deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
*735- 

Which  refolutions  were  next  day  reported,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

TH  E  fame  day  it  was  ordered,  that  the  pro-  c<>™  *<> 
per  officer  fhould  lay  before  the  houfe,  an  count* 
account  of  the  feveral  forts  and  quantities  of  corn, 
which  had  been  exported  from  Chriftmas  1734,  to 
Chriftmas  1736;  as  alfo  from  what  places  and  ports, 
and  in  what  quantities  they  had  been  exported,  toge- 
ther with  an  account  of  the  bounty  that  had  been 
paid  thereon. 

This  account  was  prefented  on  Monday  the  8  th  of 
March,  and  was  as  follows,  viz. 
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ON  Friday ,  the  2 7th  of  February,  the  houfe  re-  Mo^oa  for 
folved  itfelf  into  a  committee,  to  confider  far-  rwfnking 
ther  of  ways  and  means  for  raifing  the  fupply  grant-  fund« 
ed  to  his  Majefty,  the  furplufTes  ftated  at  Lady -day  y 
and  Michaelmas  having  been  firft  referred  to  the  faid 
committee.  As  foon  as  Sir  Charles  'Turner  had  ta- 
ken the  chair,  a  motion  was  made,  c  That  towards 
4  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  his  Ma- 
4  jefly  mould  be  enabled  to  borrow  of  any  perfon  or 
4  perfons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  any  fum  or 
4  fums  of  money  not  exceeding  600,000  /.  at  an 
4  intereft  not  exceeding  three  pounds  per  centum 
4  per  ann.  by  loans  to  be  charged  upon  the  fur- 
4  plufTes  or  exceffes,  or  overplus  monies,  common- 
c  ly  called  the  finking  fund,  redeemable  by  Parlia- 
4  ment.' 

Upon  this  motion  there  was  a  long  debate,  in 
which  the  chief  arguments  for  the  motion  were  as 
ufual.  4  The  neceflity  of  raifing,  fome  way  or  Ar^mer.: 
4  other,  the  fupplies  necefTary  for  the  current  fervice  for  lU 
4  of  the  year ;  the  impoflibility  that  there  was  of 
4  raifing  them  any  other  way,  but  by  throwing  the 
4  burden  upon  the  landed  intereft,  which  would  be 
'  mod  unreafonable  -,  becaufe  that  intereft  had   been 

*  for  many  years  over-loaded,  and  obliged  to  con- 
4  tribute  much  more  than  their  proportional  fhare 
4  towards  the  annual  public  expence  :  The  abfolute 
1  uncontroulable  right  the  Parliament  had  todifpofe 
4  of  the  finking  fund  yearly,  to  fuch  purpofes  as 
c  they  mould  think  moft  for  the  benefit  of  the  rta- 

*  tion  in  general :  The  inconvenience  of  paying  oiF 
4   too  much  of  the  public   debts  at   once;    the   un- 

*  willingnefs  of  the  public  creditors  to  receive  their 
4  money  ;  and  the  fmall  intereft  the  nation  would 
4  be  obliged  to  pay,  for  what  money  was  necefTary 
4  to  be  borrowed  upon  the  credit  ©f  the  faking, 
4  fund.' 

2  To 
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To  this  the  ufual  anfwers  were  made, 

AnfFer.  *  That  the  fupplies  neceflary  for  the  current  fcr- 

*  vice  of  the  year  might  have  been  greatly  reduced, 

*  if  fome  gentlemen  had  thought  fit  -,  in  v/hich  cafe 
4  they  would  not  have  been  obliged,  either  to  throw 

*  an  additional  burden  on  the  landed  intereft,  or  to 

*  incroach  upon  that  fund,  which  had  always,  till  of 

*  late  years,  been  deemed  facred  to  the  payment  of 

*  our  public  debts :  That  if  words  in  an  act  of  Par- 
4  liament  could  appropriate  any  fum  to  a  particular 
4  ufe,  the  finking  fund  was  originally  appropriated, 
4  in  the  mod  exprefs  terms,  to  the  payment  of  the 
4  public  debts  contracted  before  the  year  1 7 1 6  ;  and 
4  the  only  power  that  was  left  to  future  Parliaments, 
4  by  its  original  conflitution,  was  to  difpofe  of  it  to 
4  the  payment  of  fuch  of  thofe  debts,  as  mould  at 
4  the  time  be  thought  moft  neceflary  to  be  paid  off: 
c  That  it  would  be  happy  for  the  nation,  if  they 
■*  could  pay  off  all  their  public  debts  at  once:  That 
4  the  unwillingnefs  of  the  public  creditors  to  receive 
c  their  money,  was  a  certain  fign  of  their  having  an 

*  advantageous  bargain,  and  was  therefore  a  demon- 

*  fixation,  that  it  was  the  intereft  of  the  public  to 

*  pay  them  off  as  faft  as  poflible  -,  and  that,  though 
4  they  might  perhaps  be  able  to  borrow  the  fum 

*  then  propofed  at  three  per  cent,  yet  even  at  that 
4  rate,  it  was  adding  the  future  yearly  expence 
4  of  the  nation,  a  fum  of  18,000/.  per  annum  for 

*  ever ;  which,  though  perhaps  a  fmall  fum  in  the 
c  eyes  of  gentlemen  who  dealt  in  millions,  was  how- 

*  ever  a  fum,  that  might  thereafter  be  greatly  want- 
4  ed  for  the  current   fervice    of   fome  fucceeding 

*  year.' 

To  this  it  was   added,    *  That  confidering  the 
4  great  expence  we  had  been  at  in  the  then  current 

*  year,  and  the  great  expence  we  were  like  to  be 
4  put  to  in  the  next,  for  the  defence  of  a  foreign  na- 

4  tion, 
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>  tion,  they  were  furprifed  to  find  that  no  fubfidy 
1  had  been  received,  nor  any  funis  like  to  be  brought, 
:  at  leaft  to  the  public  account,  for  anfwering  the 
1  expence  we  had  been,    or  were  like  to  be  at  on 

•  that  occafion  :  That  we  found  by  experience,  no 
1  nation  would  fo  much  as  promife  us  any  afliftance, 

•  without  our  granting  them  a  large  annual  fubfidy, 
1  to  commence  as  foon  as  the  promife  was  made, 
1  and  to  be  paid,  though  no  fuch  affiftance  fhould 
c  ever  be  wanted  •,  and  even  when  fome  of  our  allies 
1  had,  for  very  valuable  confiderations,  engaged  to 
c  aflift  us  at  their  own  expence,  yet  when  that  affift- 
c  ance  was  required,  they  had  always  found  preten- 
c  ces  for  not  complying,  till  we  engaged  to  defray 
1  any  expence  they  mould  be  put  to  upon  that  ac- 
1  count :  That  it  was  certainly  our  interefl  to  protect 
1  our  allies,  and  to  prevent  any  one  of  our  neigh- 
'  bours  growing  too  pov/erful  by  conquering  an- 
c  other;  but  if  we  always  mewed  ourfelves  ready 
8  to  protect  the  weakeft  fide  at  our  own  expence, 
c  every  one  would  find  pretences  for  throwing  all  the 
6  burden  upon  our  moulders,  by  which  management 
4  we  mult  neceffarily  at  lad  become  the  weakeft  of 
6  all  our  neighbours ;  and  having  thus  fpent  our 
'  whole  force,  and  thrown  away  all  our  money  in 
'  the  protecting  of  others,  would  at  laft  have  no- 
6  thing  left,  wherewithal  to  protect  or  fupport  our- 
1  felves.' 

To  the  latter  part  of  this  it  was  replied, 


*  That  we  had  given  no  afliftance,  nor  had  lately  Reply, 
put  ourfelves  to  any  expence  in  the  defence  of  any 
nation,  but  what  we  were  obliged  to  put  ourfelves 
to,  not  only  by  the  moll  folemn  treaties,  but  even 
for  the  fake  of  our  own  prefervation  :  That  with 
regard  to  the  nation  fuppofed  to  be  meant,  it  was 
very  well  known,  we  were  as  much  interested  in 
the  defence  and  prefervation  of  that  nation  as  of 

•  any 
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4  any  other  -,  and  it  was  likewife  known,  we  were 
c  far  from  being  at  all  the  expence,  for  that  nation 
'  itfelf  had  been  at  a  very  great  expence  in  providing 

*  for  its  own  defence,  and  a  great  part  of  the  money 
'  laid  out  in  that  provifion  had  been  brought  to  this 
4  kingdom  :    That  as  that  affair  was  then  upon  the 

*  anvil,    it  could  not  then  be  fully  explained,    but  a 

*  time  would  come  when  it  might ;    and  when  that 

*  rime  did  come,  the  houfe  might  then,  if  they  thought 

*  fit,  inquire  into  it ;  upon  which  occafion  the  ne- 
c  ceffity,  the  juftice  and  the  wifdom  of  our  prefent 

*  conduct  would,  they  believed,  be  eafily  explained, 

*  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  almoft  every  gentleman,  who 

*  might  then  have  the  honour  of  being  a  member  of 

*  that  houfe. ' 

Agreed  to.  The  queftion  was  then  put  for  agreeing  with  the 
motion,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  without  a 
divifion. 

After  which  the  following  motion  was  made,  and 
agreed  to  without  any  debate,  viz. 

Land-tax  <  That  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
4  Majefty,  the  fum  of  two  millings  in  the  pound, 
4  and  no  more,  mould  be  raifed  in  the  year  1736, 
4  upon  all  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  penfions, 
4  offices,  and  perfonal  eflates,  in  that  part  of  Great 
4  Britain  called  England,  in  Wales,  and  in  the  town 
4  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed;  and  that  a  proportionable 
4  cefs  (according  to  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
4  union)  mould  be  laid  upon  that  part  of  Great 
4  Britain  called  Scotland* 

And  then  a  bill  or  bills  were  ordered  to  be  brought 
in,   purfuant  to  the  faid  refolutions. 


tmon. 


Bakers  pe-  /~\N  Tuefday  the  2d  of  March,  a  petition  of  the 
K^J  mailer  and  wardens  of  the  company  of  bakers 
in  the  city  of  London^  on  behalf  of  themfelves,  and 

the 


A.  1736.         DEBATES.  449 

the  reft  of  the  b;ikers  within  the  bills  of  mortality, 
was  prefented  to  the  houfe,  and  read,  fetting  forth, 
That  the  meal-weighers,  who  were  officers  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  the  prices  of  wheat  to  the  ma- 
giftrates,  in  order  to  affix  the  aflize  of  bread  with- 
in the  city  of  London,  made  their  crockets- of  returns 
of  the  prices  of  three  different  kinds  of  wheat,  as 
fold  at  the  market  of  Bear-key  only  ;  from  which', 
three  prices  of  wheat  the  afllze  of  the  three  forts  of 
bread,  diftinguifhed  by  the  names  of  white,  whca- 
ten  and  houfliold,  was  always  afcertained:  And 
that  the  bell  kind  of  wheat  at  B ear-key ,  was  gene- 
rally fold  in  parcels  with  wheat  of  inferior  quality, 
at  one  common  price ;  fo  that  the  meal- weighers 
were  not  able  to  diftinguifh  the  true  and  real  price 
of  the  belt  kind  of  wheat :  And  that  the  firft  fort 
of  bread  in  the  aflize  table,  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  white  bread,  being  that  kind  of  bread 
commonly  called  French  rolls,  Was  of  late  years 
greatly  improved ;  and  in  making,  fuch  white 
bread,  the  petitioners  ufed  only  the  fineft  part  of 
the  flour,  produced  from  the  choiceft  kind  of 
wheat,  collected  not  from  Bear-key  only,  but  from 
all  the  adjacent  markets ;  and  even  fuch  felected 
wheat  afforded  but  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  that 
fort  of  flour,  which  was  alfo  ufed  in  making  the 
fineft  kind  of  pafte  :  And  that  although  the  fineft 
fort  of  wheat  mentioned  in  the  cockets  of  the  meal- 
weighers,  was  not  of  a  quality  fine  enough  to  make 
the  firft  fort  of  bread,  called  white  bread,  yet  the 
aflize  of  fuch  white  bread  was  fixed  from  the 
prize  of  the  firft  fort  of  wheat  inferted  in  thofe 
cockets ;  and  that  the  fecond  fort  of  bread  in  the 
aflize  table,  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  wheaten 
bread,  which  was  the  beft  kind  of  large  bread 
wherewith  the  families  within  the  city  of  London, 
and  bills  of  mortality,  were  daily  ferved,  was 
made  intirely  of  the  firft  fort  of  wheat  mentioned 
in  the  cockets  of  the  meal -weighers ;  and  the  fe- 
Vol.  XIII,  G  g  cond 
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c  cond  fort  of  wheat  contained  in  thofe  cockets,  was 

*  not  of  a  fufficient  goodnefs  to  make  fuch  wheaten 
«  bread  *,  neverthelefs  the  afllze  of  that  wheaten  bread 

*  was  afcertained  according  to  the  price  of  that  fe- 

*  cond  fort  of  wheat,  as  returned  by  the  meal-weigh- 

*  ers:  And  that  the  petitioners  apprehended,  that 
«  the  aflize  of  wheaten  bread  ought  to  be  fettled  ac- 

*  cording  to  the  price  of  the  firft  fort  of  wheat, 

*  mentioned  in  the  cockets  of  the  meal- weighers, 
c  being  the  very  grain  of  which  the  wheaten  bread 

*  was  made ;  and  that  the  afllze  of  the  white  bread 
c  ought  to  be  advanced  in  proportion :  And  that, 

*  although  the  expences,  attending  the  trade  and  bu- 

*  finefs  of  the  petitioners,  were  very  greatly  increaf- 

*  ed  fince  the  making  of  the  table  of  affize,  yet  they 
c  had  had  no  allowance  in  refpect  to  fuch  increafe  of 

*  expences:  And  that  by  thefe  means,   much  the 

*  greateft  number  of  the  petitioners  were  reduced  to 

*  very  low  circum fiances ;  and  the  moll  confidera- 

*  ble  among  them,  notwithstanding  all  their  pains, 

*  application,    and  frugality,   found  their  fubftance 
.  c  daily  diminifhing :    And  therefore  praying  the 

*  houfe  to  give  leave,  that  a  bill  might  be  brought 
c  in  for  explaining  and  amending  the  laws  then  in 
c  being,     for  regulating   the   price   and   affize   of 

*  bread,  or  to  give  fuch  other  relief  to  the  petiti- 
c  oners  in  the  premifes,  as  to  the  houfe  mould  feem 


meet.* 


This  petition  having  been  referred  to  the  confide- 
ration  of  a  committee,  and  that  committee  having, 
oh  the   1 2th,  made  a  favourable  report,  a  bill  was 
then  ordered  to  be  brought  in   for  giving  a  proper 
relief  to  the  petitioners,  which  was  accordingly  foon 
after  brought  in,  and  palfed  both  houfes  without  any 
oppofition. 
Duties  on        It  is  remarkable,  that  in  this  petition  the  bakers 
aaclufe  ofaI*  took  care  not  to  mention  the  duty  on  fait,  though  it 
tiuspetition.  was  certainly  one  of  the  ftrongeft  arguments  for  giv- 
ing 
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ing  them  relief.  They  might  J  ike  wife  have  men- 
tioned the  high  duty  upon  coals ;  for  tho'  they  do 
not  make  life  of  coals  in  their  bufinefs,  yet,  as  the 
pi  ice  of  wood  will  always  in  fome  meafure  depend 
on  the  price  of  coals,  becaufe  the  higher  the  price  of 
the  latter  is,  the  more  of  the  former  will  certainly  be 
con  fumed,  and  confequently,  the  higher  will  its  price 
be;  they  might  have  therefore  likewife faid,  that  the 
laws  which  regulate  the  affize  of  bread,  were  made 
before  the  price  of  wood  was  inhanced  by  the  high 
duty  on  coals. 

TH  E  fame  day,  viz.  March  2d,  a  petition  of  the  Quakers  ?e0 
people  called  Quakers,  was  prefented  to  the  tltio"' 
houfe,  and  read,  letting  forth,  '  That  notwithstanding 
c  the  feveral  acts  of  Parliament  made  for  the  more 
c  eafy  recovery  of  tithes,  church-rates,  oblations,  and 
4  other  ecclefiaftical  dues,  in  a  fummary  way,    by 

*  warrant  from  juftices  of  the  peace  ;  yet  as  the  faid 
«  people  confcientioufly  refufed  the  payment  thereof 
'  they  were  not  only  liable  to,  but  many  of  them  had 
c  undergone  grievous  fufferings  by  profecutions  in 
c  the  exchequer,  ecclefiaftical,  and  ether  courts,  to 
c  the  imprifonment  of  their  perfons,  and  the  impove- 
c  rifhing  and  ruin  of  them  and  their  families,  for 
«  fuch  fmall  fums  as  were  recoverable  by  thofe  acts; 
c  and  therefore  praying,  that  the  houfe  would  be 

*  pleafed  to  take  the  premifes  into  confideration,  and 
4  afford  them  fuch  relief  therein,  as  to  the  houfe 
«  mould  feem  meet.' 

Whereupon  it  was  ordered,  that  leave  mould  be  Bill  ordered 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enlarge,  amend,  and  ren- 
der more  effectual  the  laws  then  in  being,  for  the 
more  eafy  recovery  of  tithes,  church-rates,  oblations, 
and  other  ecclefiaftical  dues  from  the  people  called 
Quakers,  and  that  Mr.  Glanville,  Mr.  Secretary  at 
war,  Mr  Henry  Archer,  and  Mr.  Hampden^  fliould 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

G  S  2  The 
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Frefcnttd  The  faid  bill  was  accordingly  prefented  to  the 

to  be  print-  houfe  by  Mr.  Glanville,  on  We dnef day  the  17th  of 
td'  March,  and  being  then  read  a  firft  time,  and  order- 

ed a  fecond  reading,  the  fame  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

S*!5T?f.  The  fame  day  a  petition  of  feveral  of  the  parochial 
petition  a-  clergy  or  the  county  or  Middlefex,  was  presented  to  the 
iSte6  h°uk>  an<^  rca^  on  tne  26th,  which  petition  alledged, 
Ml.  '  That  the  bill  then  depending  in  that  houfe,  to  en- 

c  large,    amend,    and   render  more   effectual,    &c. 

*  would,  as  the  petitioners  conceived,  if  paifed  into  a 

*  law,  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  themfelves  and 

*  brethren,  excluding  them  from  the  benefit  of  the 

*  laws  then  in  being  for  the  recovery  of  tythes  and 

*  other  dues,  and  thereby  putting  the  clergy  of  the 

*  eftablifhed  church  upon  a  worfe  foot  than  the  reft 
6  of  his  Majefly's  fubjecls  •,  and  therefore  defired  to 
'  be  heard  by  their  ccunfel  upon  the  fubject  matter 
c  of  the  faid  bill,  before  it   palled  into  a  law.' 

This  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table, 
until  the  faid  bill  mould  be  read  a  fecond  time  ; 
and  that  the  petitioners,  if  they  thought  fit,  mould 
be  then  heard  by  their  counfel  againft  the  faid  bill: 
Then  it  was  ordered,  that  counfel  mould  be  admitted 
to  be  heard  for  the  bill  at  the  fame  time  •>  and  that 
the  bill  mould  be  read  a  fecond  time  upon  that  day 
fe'n  night. 

Many  other  petitions  of  the  clergy  from  all  parts 
of  England,  againft  the  bill,  were  prefented,  and  all 
received  as  the  firft. 

Bill  read  a        The   fecond    reading    of   the    faid    bill    having 

fecond timc*  been    put    off    to    Monday    the     12th    of    April > 

after  reading   the   order  of  the  day   for  that  pur- 

pofe,  the  counfel   for  and  againft    the    bill   were 

called  in,   and  the  bill    being  then  read  a  fecond 

time,. 
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time,  and  the  federal  petitions  above-mentioned  be- 
ing alio  read,  the  counfel  for  the  petitioners  of  the 
province  of  Canterbury  were  heard,  in  anfwer  to 
whom  the  counfel  for  the  bill  were  heard  •,  and  then 
the  counfel  for  the  petitioners  of  the  province  of 
York  were  heard  by  way  of  reply  :  After  which 
the  counfel  being  withdrawn,  Mr.  Speaker  opened 
the  bill  to  the  houfe  •,  and  then*a  motion  being  made, 
that  the  14th  feci  ion  of  an  act  made  in  the  nd 
and  23d  years  of  the  reign  of  King  Claries  II. 
intitled,  An  ail  for  the  better  fettlctnent  of  the  main- 
tenance of  Parfons,  Vicars  and  Citrates  in  the  pa- 
rifhes  of  the  city  of  London,  burnt  by  the  dreadful 
fire  there,  might  be  read  •,  the  fame  was  rea*d  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  reafen,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  for  reading  this 
feet  ion  was,  becaufe  by  a  claufc  in  the  bill,  even  as 
it  then  flood,  it  was  propofed   to    be  enacted   thus, 

*  That  if  the  annual  value  of  fuch  tythes,  oblations, 
'  and  other  eccleliaftical  dues,  rights,  payments,  or 
c  church  rates  before-mentioned,  doth  not,  nor  fhall 
c  not  exceed  the  fum  of  in  fuch  cafe,  no  Quaker 

*  or  Quakers  fhall  be  fued  or  profecuted,  for,  or  on 
4  account  of  the  fame,    in   any  other  manner,  than 

*  as  before  directed,  or  in  any  other  court  •,  neither 
'  fhall  any   fuch  tythes,   oblations,   or  other  eccle- 

*  fiaftical  dues,  rights,   payments,   or  church  rates, 

*  not  exceeding  the  faid  yearly  value  of  be 
c  recoverable  againft  Quakers  in  any  other  court 
'  whatfoever,  nor  in  any  other  manner,  than  as  by 
1  this  act  is  directed,  unlefs  the  title  of  fuch  tythes  be 
«  in  queftion.'  This  claufe,  in  all  the  petitions  pre- 
fented  by  the  clergy  againft  the  bill,  was  called,  An 
excluding  them  from  the  benefit  of  the  laws  then  in  be- 
ing for  the  recovery  of  tythes  and  other  dues,  and  there- 
by putting  the  clergy  of  the  eftablifhed  church  upon  a 
worfe  foot  than  the  rejl  of  his  Majeftfsfubjcfts  >  there- 
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fore  the  faid  fection  was  read,  in  order  to  fhew  that 
the  afTigning  of  a  proper  method  for  the  recovery  of 
any  right,  and  excluding  the  perfons   intitled,  from 
any  other  remedy,  was  not  a  putting  of  fuch  per- 
fons upon  a  worie  foot  than  the  reft  of  his  Majefty's 
fubjects,  nor  was  it  without  precedent  •,    for  by  the 
aforefaid  act  of  King  Charles  II.  all  ifu its  for  the  re- 
covering of  church  rates  or  afiefTments,  within  the 
city  of  London,  are  to  be  brought  before  the  Lord- 
M?yor,  or  upon  his  neglect  to  execute  the  powers 
thereby    granted,  before   the  Lord   Chancellor,  or 
Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  or  two  Barons  of  the  Ex- 
chequer \  and,  by  the  faid  14th  fection,  ic  is  enacted, 
'That  no  court  or  judge  /hall  bold  plea  of  money  due  by 
virtue  of  that  all,  other  than  the  perfons  thereby  au- 
thorized \    and  yet  the  clergy  of  London  never  had 
complained,  nor  could  complain,  that  they  were  ex- 
cluded from  the  benefit  of  the  laws  of  their  country, 
or  that  they  were  put  upon  a  worfe  foot  than  the  reft 
of  his  Majtfty's  fubjects. 

gill  com-  After  reading  the  aforefaid  fection,  a  motion  was 
made  for  committing  the  bill,  upon  which  there  en- 
fued  a  long  debate,  and  upon  putting  the  queftion, 
for  committing  the  bill,  it  was,  upon  a  divifion, 
carried  in  the  affirmative  by  221  to  84,  and  order- 
ed accordingly  -,  after  which  it  was  refolved,  that 
the  bill,  mould  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe. 

On  the  2  1  ft  of  April,  the  houfe,  according  to 
order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  upon  the 
faid  bill,  when  very  great  alterations,  and  amend- 
ments were  made  to  every  claufe  •,  and  it  was  pro- 
pofed  to  leave  to  every  perfon  intitled  to  tythes,  an 
option  to  fue  for  the  recovery  of  them,  either  before 
the  ju  ft  ices  of  the  peace,  as  directed  by  that  bill,  or 
before  any  of  his  Majefty's  courts  in  Weftminjler- 
ball  \  but  as  this  feemed  to  be  incoufiftent  with  the 

preamble 


A.  1736.         DEBATES.  455 

preamble  of  the  bill,  and  with  the  intention  of  the 
whole,  it  was  flrenuoufly  oppofed,  and  upon  the 
queft ion's  being  put,  it  was  upon  a  divifion,  car- 
ried in  the  negative  by  202  to  96  •,  after  which  they 
went  through  the  bill,  and  directed  Colonel  Bladen* 
(who  was-  in  the  chair)  to  report  their  amend- 
ments, when  the  houfe  mould  pleafe  to  receive  the 
fame. 

On  the  30th,  the  faid  amendments  were,  accord-  Reported, 
ing  to  order,  reported  to  the  houfe,  when  they  were 
all,  with  amendments  to  fome  of  them,  agreed  to  •, 
and  aclaufe  was  added,  and  an  amendment  made 
by  the  houfe  to  the  bill.  Then  a  motion  was  made 
for  ordering  it  to  be  ingrofifed,  upon  which  'here 
was  a  new  debate  •,  but  upon  the  queftion's  being 
put,  it  was,  upon  a  divifion,  carried  in  the  affir- 
mative by  1 60  to  60. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  a  petition  of  feveral  of  the  clergy  of 
clergy  of  the  county  of  Surry*  in  behalf  of  them-  ^^ 
felves  and  brethren,  was  prefented  to  the  houfe,  and  it. 
read  ;  fetting  forth,  that  fince  they  had  been  heard 
by  their  counfd,  in  relation  to  the  bill  then  de- 
pending in  the  houfe,  to  enlarge,  amend,  and  ren- 
der more  effectual  the  laws  then  in  being  for  the  more 
eafy  recovery  of  tythes,  church  rates,  and  oblations, 
and  other  ecclefiaftical  dues  from  the  people  calkd 
Quakers,  the  petitioners  had  been  informed  of  feve- 
ral new  claufes  and  provifions,  that  had  been  inferted 
in  the  faid  bill,  which  the  petitioners  conceived  to 
be  very  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  themfclves  and 
the  other  parochial  clergy  •,  and  therefore  praying, 
that  they  might  be  admitted  to  be  heard  by  their 
counfel,  in  relation  to  the  faid  new  claufes  and  pro- 
vifions, before  they  received  the  final  alTent  of  that 
houfe, 
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Debate  on  This  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table, 
bia!°S  :  C  and  immediately  after,  the  faid  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  ;  when  feveral  new  amendments  were  made  by 
the  houfe  to  the  bill  ;  and  then  a  motion  was  made 
for  paffing  the  bill,  againft  which  it  was  alledged, 
6  That  befides  the  many  material  arguments  whiclv 

*  had  been  made  ufe  of,  or  might  be  made  ufe  of, 
t  againft  paffing  that  bill  into  a  law  ;  there  was  one 
6  relating  to  form,  which  was  an  unanfwerable  ar- 
c  gumerit  againft  its  being  paflfed  $  for  the  bill, 
f  which  was  firft  brought  in,  had  been  fo  thorough  - 

*  1/  and  fo  intirely  altered  in  the  committee,  that  it 
'  could  not  now  be  looked  on  as  the  fame  bill  -, 
c  even  the  very  title  of  it  had  been  intirely  altered  in 
f  the  committee,  and  that  bill  which  was  before  cal- 
c  led,  A  bill  to  enlarge,  amend,  and  render  more  cf~ 
6  feulual  the  laws  then  in  being,  &c.  was,  upon  the 
?  third  reading,  to  be  called,  A  bill  for  the  more  ea- 
4  fy  recovery  of  tythes,  church  rates,  and  other  cccle- 

*  Jiftaftical  dues  from  the  people  called  Quakers  -,  which 

*  they  could  not  but  take  to  be  a  very  improper  title  •, 
f  for  in  their  opinion  it  ought  to  be  called,  A  bill  for 
\  preventing  the  recovery  of  tythes,  or  any  eeclefiaftical 
f  dues,  from  the  people  called  Quakers.  That  it  was 
'  needlefs  to  examine  particularly  all  the  alterations 
c  that  had  been  made  in  the  committee,  in  order  to 
?  fhew  that  the  bill  then  read  to  them  was  not  the 
'  fame,  with  that  which' had  been  read  a  firft  and 
c  fecond  time  in  that  houfe,  it  would  be  fufficier.t  to 
c  take  notice  of  one  ;   By  the  bill  as  it  was  at  firft 

*  brought  in,  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  juftices  of  the 

*  peace  was  to  have  been  confined  to  tythes  of  a  cer- 
c  tain  value,   which  was   certainly  defigned    to   be 

*  tythes  of  a  final!  value  •,  the  juftices  were  to  order 
1  and  direct   the    payment,  fo   as  the  fum  ordered 

*  did  not  exceed  ;  but  the  committee,  by  the 
e  bill  they  had  drawn  up,  which  was  then  read  to 
6  them,  had  given  the  juftices  an  unlimited  jurifdic- 

*  tion 
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*  tion,    where  the  tide  was  not  in   queftion.     This 

4  they  laid   was  a   power  which   they    thought  no 

4  committee  upon  a  bill  could  take  •,    they   might, 

4  perlups,   h;ive  filled  up  the  blank    with  any  liim 

4  they  pleafed  ;  they  might  have   filled    it  up  with, 

4  fuch  a  large  fum  as  would  have  in  effe£t  been  the 

4  lame  with  granting  the  juftices  an  unlimited  jurif- 

4  diction  •,   but  they   could  not  grant  a  general  and 

8  unlimited  jurisdiction  by  a  bill  which,  when  it  came 

4  before  them,  was  a  bill    for   granting  a  particular 

4  and  confined  jurifdiclion  •,  and  if  the  granting  of 

4  fuch  a  jurifdiclion  was  then  thought  necefTary,  the 

4  only    method  they  could  take,  according  to  the 

'  eftablifhed  forms  of  that  houfe,  was  to  order  the 

'  bill  then  before  them  to  be  withdrawn,  and  a  new 

4  bill  to  be  brought  in  •,    in  which  cafe,  thofe  who 

4  thought  they  might  be  aggrieved  by  any  thing  in 

4  the  new  bill,  would  have  an  opportunity  of  being 

4  heard  again (1  it,  which  no  man  could   ever  have, 

4  if  the   method  obferved  in  palling  the  bill  then 

4  before  them  fhould  become  an  ufual  practice  •,  for 

4  no  man  could  know,  whether  he  was  to  be  inju- 

4  red  by  a  bill  or  not,  till  after  it  had  paffed  through 

4  the  committee,  and  then  it  would  be  too  late  tor 

4  him  to  apply. 


To  this  it  was   anfwered  in   general,  4  That  the  AnlWer. 

4  bill  then  before  them  was   in  effect  the  very  fame 

4  with  the  bill  as  it  was  firft  brought  in  ;    many  of 

<  the  claufes  had,  indeed,  been  altered  and  amend- 
*  ed,  but  the  general  fcope  and  intention  of  the  bill 
c  was  the  very  fame,  and  they  did  not  think  the 
4  committee  had  taken  any  liberties  with  the  bill 
c  but  what  were  ufual,   and  fuch  as  they  were   fully 

<  intitled  to  take  ;  ior  the  reafon  of  their  granting 
c  an  unlimited  power  to  ju(lices  of  peace,with  refpect 
4  to  the  value  of  the  tythe,  was  becaufe,  upon  ma- 
4  ture  confideration,  they  found,  that  all  actions  and 
«  fuits  for  tythes,  where  the  title   was  not  contro- 

*  verted* 
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<  verted,  were  for  fmall  fums,  for  fums  much  fmaJ- 
c  ler  than  any  fum   that  was  ever  intended  to  have 

*  been  filled  up  in  that  blank  •,  and  fince  it  was  ao 
c  knowledged  that  the  committee  might  have  filled 

*  up  the  blank  with  fuch  a  large  fum,  as  would 
c  have  in  effect  been  the    fame  with  granting   the 

*  juftices  an  unlimited  jurifdielion,  they  could  fee 
c  no   reafon    why    the   committee   might    not    do 

*  directly  and  in  exprefs  terms,  that  which  they 
c  might  certainly  have  done  in  a  hidden  or  indirect 
4  manner.' 

BUI  paired.  yne  queftjon  being  at  lafl  put  for  patting  the  bill, 
it  was,  upon  a  divifion,  carried  in  the  affirmative 
by  164  to  48,  and  Mr.  Glanville  was  ordered  to 
carry  the  bill  to  the  Lords,  and  defire  their  con- 
currence. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  it,  as  it  was  fent  up  to 
the  houfe  of  Lords. 

4  An  aft  for  the  more  eafy  recovery  of  the  tythes^ 
4  church-rates,  and  other  ecclefiaftkal  dues,  from 
1  the  people  called  Quakers. 

oSker'sthe  '  W  WHEREAS    by  an  ad  made  in  the  7th 

tytjwbiii.     '     VV     an^  8th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  Majefty 

6  King  William  III.  of  glorious  memory,  Intitled, 

*  An. aft  that  thefclemn  affirmation  and  declaration  of 

*  the  people  called  Quakers,  floall  be  accepted  inftead 
c  of  an  oath  in  the  ufual  form,  a  remedy  is  provid- 
6  ed  for  recovery  of  tythes  and.  church  rates,  not  ex- 

*  ceeding  the  value  of  ten  pounds,   where  Quakers 

*  do  refufe  to  pay  the  fame. 

c  And  whereas  by  another  act  made  in  the  firft 
c  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  I. 

<  the  faid  remedy  is  extended,  and  may  be  had  and 
«  ufed  againft  any  Quaker  or  Quakers,   for  reco- 

*  vering  any  tythes  or  rates,  or  any  cuftomary  or 

<  oth^r 
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4  other  rights,  dues  or  payments  belonging  to  any 
4  church  or  chape},  which  of  right,  by  law  and  cuf- 
4  torn   ought  to  be  paid  for  the  ftipcnd  or  mainte- 

*  nance  of  any  miniiter  or  curate  officiating  in  any 
1  church  or  chapel. 

4  And  whereas  the  profecuting  of  any  fuit  in  the 
c  fuperior  or  ecclcfiaitical  courts  againif.  any  Quaker 

*  or  Quakers,  for  any  refuial  arifing  from  a  fcruple 
4  of  conicience,  to  fet  out,  pay,  or  compound  for 
c  his  or  their  great  or  fmall  tythes,  may  be  unnecef- 
4  farily  expenfive  and  grievous  to  fuch  Quakers,  if 
4  the  laid  tythes  can  be  recovered  in  a  more  eafy  and 
•*  expeditious  manner. 

c  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King's  moil  ex- 
c  cellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
4  Cent  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
4  Commons,  in  this  prefent  Parliament  aiTembled, 
4  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  That  from  and 
4  after  the  24th  day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven 
4  hundred  and  thirty  fix,  where  any  Quaker  fhall 
4  refufe  or  neglect,  within  ten  days  after  notice  gi- 
4  ven  to  fet  out,  pay,  or  compound  for,  his  great 
4  or  fmall  tythes,  or  to  pay  any  oblation,  or  other 
4  ecclefiaftical  dues  (except  church  rates)  or  any  rights 
4  or  payments  whatfoever,  belonging  to  any  church 
4  or  chapel,  which  of  right,  by  law  or  cuftom  ought 
4  to  be  paid,  for  the  ftipend  or  maintenance  of  any 
4  minifter    or  curate   officiating   in  any    church    or 

•  chapel,  it  mall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  two  or 
'  more  of  his  Majefty's  ju dices  of  the  peace  v/ithin 
4  the  county,  riding,  town  corporate,  or  divifion, 
4  where  the  fame  (hall  grow  due  (other  than  fuch 
4  juftice  of  the  peace,  as  is  patron  of  the  church  or 
4  chapel  where  the  faid  tythes  or  dues  do  arife,  or 
4  any  way  interefted  in  fuch  tythes  or  dues)  and  fuch 

•  juftices  are  hereby  authorifed  and  required,    upon 

•  complaint  of  the  parfon,  vicar,  curate,  farmer, 
4  or  proprietor  of,  orperfon  intitled  to,  fuch  tythes, 
I  dues,  or  payments,  as  aforefaid,  pr  any  other  per- 

^  '  fon 
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4  fon  who  ought  to  have,    receive,    or  collect  the, 
*  fame,    by  writing  under  their  hands  and  feals,  to 
4  fummon,    by  reafonable  warning,  fuch  Quaker  or 
4  Quakers,    againft  whom  fuch  complaint  mail  be 
4  made,    to  appear  before  them  \    and  alfo,    at  the 
4  requeft  of  any  of  the  parties,  by  fummons  in  writ- 
4  ing  under  their  hands  and  feals,  to  convene  before 
4  them  all  and  every  fuch  perfons  and  witneffes,  to 
4  give  evidence  touching  the  matters  complained  of, 
4  as  any  or  either  of  the  pirttes  Avail  require  ;    and 
4  after  the  appearance  of  fuch   Quaker  or  Quakers, 
4  or  in  default  of  his  or  their  appearance  (the  faid 
4  warning  or  fummons  being  proved  before  the  faid 
4  jufuces  upon  oath)    they  the  faid  luftices,    or  any 
4  two  of  them,    Aiall  proceed  to  hear  the  matter  of 
4  the  faid  complaint,  upon  tli2  proofs,  evidences  and 
4  teftimonies  to  be  produced   before  them  *,    and  for 
4  that  purpofe  to  examine  as  well  the  faid  Quaker 
4  and  Quakers,    in  cafe  of  his  or  their  appearance, 
4  upon  his  or  their  folema  affirmation,  as  the  feveral 
4  perfons  or  witneffes  fo  to  be  convened  before  them, 
4  or  otherwife  produced  at  fuch  hearing,    upon   his 
4  or  their  corporal  oaths,    or  otherwife,    as  by  this 
4  aft  is  after  directed  ;  and  thereupon  to  ftate,  afcer- 
4  tain,  and  determine,  what  is  due,  payable  or  forth- 
4  coming  by  and  from  fuch  Quaker  or  Quakers,   to 
4.the  party  or  parties  fo  complaining,  and  by  writing 
4  under  their  hands  and  feals  to  make  a  proper  ad- 
judication thereupon,    and    thereby  to    order  and 
4  award  fuch  reafonable  fatisfaftion,   compenfation, 
4  and  recompenfe  in   money,    to  be  made  and  paid 
4  to  the  party  or  parties  fo  complaining  as  aforeiaid, 
4  as  they  fhall  judge  to  be  juft  or  reafonable    for 
4  fuch  tythes,    oblations,    or  other  ecckfiaftical  dues 
4  (o  ■  neglected   or  refufed  to  be  let  out,    paid,    or 
4  compounded  for,    as  aforeiaid,    together  with  fuch 
4  cofts  for  the  fame,    according  to  the   nature  and 
4  merits  of  the  cafe,   as  to  them  the  faid  juftices  fhall 

4  feem 
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4  feem  reafonable  3  and  by  fuch  order  to  direct  and 
4  appoint  the  payment  of  the  fam  to  be  awarded,  as 
4  aforeiaid. 

4  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  Quaker  or  Qua- 
4  kers  fliall  refufe  or  neglect,  by  the  fpace  of  ten 
4  days  after  notice  of  fuch  adjudication,  to  pay  or 
4  fatisfy  any  fuch  fum  ot  money,  as  upon  fuch  com- 
4  plaint  and  proceeding  {hall,  by  fuch  juftices,  as 
4  aforefaid,  be  adjudged  in  manner  as  aforefaid,  then 
4  and  in  every  fuch  cafe,  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful 
4  for  any  one  of  the  faid  juftices,  upon  oath  made  of 

*  the  fervice  of  a  copy  of  fuch  order  of  adjudication, 
c  or  of  leaving  a  copy  of  the  faid  order  at  the  ufual 

*  place  of  abode  of  fuch  Quaker  or  Quakers,  by 
c  warrant  under  his  hand  and  feal,  directed  to  fome 
4  conftable,  or  other  proper  officer,  to  order  the  mo- 
4  ney  ib  awarded  to  be  paid  as  aforefaid,  to  be  levi- 
4  ed  by  diftrefs  and  fide  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
1  fuch  Quaker  or  Quakers,  fo  refufing  or  neglecting 

4  as  aforefaid,    his  and  their  executors  and  admini-- 
4  ftrators,    rendering    the    overplus   to    the    owner 

*  of  fuch  goods  and  chattels  (if  any  fhall  be)  the  rca- 
4  fonable  charge  of  making  the  faid  diftrefs,  and  of 
4  felling  the  faid  goods  and  chattels,  being  thereout 
4  firft  deducted  and  paid  to  the  party  or  parties  io 
4  complaining,  as  aforeiaid  :  And  if  it  fliall  appear 
4  to  fuch  juftices  upon  oath,  that  no  fufTicient  diftrefs 
4  or  diftrefTes  can   be  had  or  made  for  the  purpofes 

*  aforefaid,  then  and  in  that  cafe  any  one  of  the  faid 
4  juftices,    or  any  other  juftice  of  the  peace  of  the 

*  fame  county,  is  hereby  impowered  and  required, 
4  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  feal,  directed  to 
4  the  proper  officers,  to  commit  fuch  Quaker  or 
4  Quakers  fo  refufing  or  neglecting,  as  aforefaid,  to 
4  the  common  jail  of  the  county,  city,  liberty,  or 
4  place,  where  fuch  Quaker  or  Quakers  fliall  reddc^ 
1  there  to  remain,  without  bail  or  mainprizc,  until 
4  full  payment  be  made  to  the  party  or  parties  fo 
4  complaining,    as   aforefaid,    of  all  fuch  turns  and 

4  cofls 
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'  cofts  as  by  the  faid  two  juftices  /Hall  have  been 
'awarded  by  fuch  order  as  aforefaid.     And  to  the 

*  end  the  faid  juftices  may  be  enabled  to  make  fuch 
'  adjudication  as  fhall  be  juft,  upon  the  matters- fb  to 

*  be  complained  of,  as  aforefaid,  the  faid  juftices  are 

*  hereby  impowered  and  required  to  examine  all  fuch 
4  witnefTes  and  other  perfons,  as  fhall  be  produced 

*  or  convened   before  them,    upon   their   corporal 

*  oaths  (which  oath,  and  all  other  oaths  required  to 
4  be  taken  by  this  act,    the  faid  juftices  are  hereby 

*  authorized  to  adminifter)  but  if  any  fuch  perfons  or 
4  witnefTes  fhall  be  a  Quaker,  then  fuch  Quaker 
4  lhall  be  examined  upon  his  folemn  affirmation, 
c  according  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm, 

*  and  the  faid  juftices  mall  caufe  the  fame  to  be  ten- 

*  dered  to  him  accordingly  ;    and  if  any  perfon  or 

*  perfons  being  fo  fummoned,  as  aforefaid,  to  give 
«  evidence  touching  the  matters  complained  of,  as 
4  aforefaid,  lhall  without  juft  caufe  refufe  to  appear 

*  before  the  faid  juftices,  or  having  appeared  before 
4  them  fhall  refufe  to  be  examined,    or  to  teftify  or 

*  depofe,    in   manner  as  aforefaid,    concerning  the 

*  matters  fo  complained  of,  as  aforefaid,  and  fhall 
4  wilfully  perfift  in  fuch  refufal,  then  and  in  every 
4  fuch  cafe,  all  and  every  perfon  and  perfons  fo  of- 
4  fending,  as  aforefaid,  contrary  to  the  true  intent 
4  of  this  act,  fhall  for  every  fuch  offence,  and  be- 
4  ing  thereof  convicted  before  the  faid  juftices,  for- 
4  feit  a  fum  not  exceeding  five  pounds  to  the  poor 
4  of  the  parifh  or  parifhes  where  fuch  tythes  or  dues 
4  do  arife,  to  be  levied  by  diftrefs  and  fale  of  fuch 
4  offender's  goods  and  chattels,  by  warrant  under  the 
4  hand  and  feal  of  fuch  juftices  or  either  of  them,  or 
4  any  other  juftice  of  the  peace  within  the  county 
4  where  fuch  offender  fhall  refide,  rendering  the 
4  overplus  (if  any  fhall  be)  to  fuch  offender,  his  ex- 

*  cutors  or  adminiftrators. 

4  And  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  all  unne- 
4  ceflary  and  expenfive  profecutions  againft  Quakers, 

1  be 
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4  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid, 
*  That  from  and  after  the  laid  24th  day  of  Juney 
1  where  any  Quaker  or  Quakers  fhall  refufe  or  ne- 
4  gleet  to  fet  our,  pay,  or  compound  for  any  great 
4  or  fmall  tythes,  oblations,  or  other  ecclefiaftical 
4  dues,  as  aforefaid  (except  church  rates)  no  perfon 
4  or  perfons  fhall  profecute  any  fiiit,  or  commence 
4  any  adion,  or  file  any  bill  in  any  of  his  Majefty's 
4  courts  of  law  or  equity  at  Weftmmftcr,  or  in  any 
4  other  court  whatfoever,  for  the  recovery  thereof, 
4  until  after  complaint  fhall  be  made  by  fome  of  the 
4  parties  intereftcd  in  the  faid  tythes  or  ecclcfiatiical 
4  dues ;  and  fome  adjudication  or  order  thereupon 
4  fhall  be  made  by  the  juftices,  by  this  act  impower- 
4  ed  to  hear  and  determine  the  matter  of  fuch  com- 
4  plaint,  as  aforefaid  :  And  in  cafe  it  fhall  appear  by 
4  fuch  order  and  adjudication,  and  the  faid  juftices 
4  fhall  fo  certify  therein  (which  the  faid  juftices  are 
c  hereby  required  to  certify  accordingly,  without  fee 
4  or  reward)  that  the  Quaker  or  Quakers  fo  com- 
4  plained  of  did  not,  at  the  time  of  examining  into, 
4  and  hearing  the  matter  of  the  faid  complaint, 
4  either  by  him  or  themfelves,  or  by  his  or  their 
4  agents,  controvert,  litigate,  or  otherwife  oppofe 
4  the  payment  of  fuch  tythes,  oblations,  or  ecckfia- 
4  ftical  dues,  but  did  either  confefs  the  fame  to  be 
4  due,  or  not  gainfay  or  obftruct  the  adjudication  or 
4  recovery,  and  levying  thereof,  or  fuffer  judgment 
4  or  fentence  before  the  faid  juftices  to  go  againft 
4  him  by  default,  by  not  appearing  to  gainfay  the 
4  recovery  and  levying  thereof;  then  and  in  every 
4  fuch  cafe,  the  order,  award  and  adjudication  fo  to 
4  be  made  by  the  faid  juftices,  upon  the  matters  to 

*  them  complained  of,  fhall  be  abfolutely  final  and 
4  conclufive  to  all  parties,  as  well  to  fuch  as  fhall  be 
4  interefted  in  the  faid  tythes,  oblations  and  ecclcfiaf- 

*  deal  dues,  as  to  the  faid  Quaker  and  Quakers,  to 
4  all  intents,  constructions  and  purpofes  whatfoever  ; 

*  and  no  Quaker  or  Quakers  fhall  be  fued  or  profe- 

4  cuced, 
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*  cuted,   for  or  on  account  of  fuch  tythes,  oblations, 

*  or  other  ecclefiaftical  dues,    in  any  ecclefiaftical  or 

*  other  court  whatfoever  after  fuch  adjudication  and 

*  certificate,    by    appeal    or    otherwife    howfoever. 

*  And  no  libel  fhall  be  exhibited,  or  any  fuit  infti- 

*  tuted  or  profecuted  in  any  ecclefiaftical  court,    or 

*  any  action  commenced,  or  bill  filed,  in  any  of  his 
4  Majefty's  courts  of  law  or  equity  at  Wejlminfter, 
4  or  elfewhere,  touching  or  concerning  the  fime  *, 
c  except    only   in   cafes    where    the   title    of   fuch 

*  tythes   fhall  be  in  queftion,    as  in  this  a&  after  is 

*  mentioned. 

4  Provided  always,  and  be  it  alfo  enacted  by  the 
4  authority  aforefaid,  That  where  any  Quaker  or 
•Quakers,  by  themfelves  or  their  agents,  fhall  any 
4  ways  controvert  or  litigate,    or  otherwife  obftru6t 

*  the  recovery  of  fuch  tythes,  oblations,  -  or  ecclefiaf- 
4  tical  dues  before  the  faid  juftices,  and  the  fa  id 
4  juftices  fhall,  upon  debate  of  the  matter,  make  fuch 

*  order,     award  and  adjudication    thereupon  as   to 

*  them  fhall  feem  juft  •,  and  fhall  therein  certify, 
4  whether  any  fuch  controverfy,  litigation  or  debate 
4  was  then  had  before  them  (which  they  are  hereby 
+  required  to  certify  accordingly,    without  fee  or  re- 

*  ward)  that  then  and  in  every  fuch  cafe,  if  either 
4  the  parfon,  vicar,  curate,  or  other  perfon  intc- 
4  refted  in,    or  intitled  to  the  faid  tythes,  oblations, 

*  and  ecclefiaftical  dues,  or  the  Quaker  or  Quakers 

*  fo  complained  of,  and  fumrnoned,  as  atorefaid, 
4  fhall  find  him  or  themfelves  aggrieved  by  the  or- 
4  der,  award  and  adjudication  fo  to  be  made  by  the 
4  faid  juftices,  as  aforefaid  •,  and  fhall  thereupon, 
4  within  ten  days  after  the  fervice  of  a  copy  of  thfc 
c  faid  order,  award  or  adjudication,  give  notice  in 
4  writing,  under  his  or  their  hands,  to  the  faid  ju!~ 
4  rices,  that  he  or  they  conceive  him  or  themfelves 
4  aggrieved,  and  that  he  or  they  rcfufe  to  abide  by 
4  the  determination  given  by  the  faid  juftices,  by 
4  the  faid  order,    award  or  adjudication  y  then  and 

4  from 
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*  from,  and  immediately  after  fuch  notice,  thef&id 
1  juftices  fhall  furceafe,  and  forbear  to  make  any 
4  diftrefs,  or  otherwife  proceed  upon  fuch  their  or- 
1  der,  award,  or  adjudication,  or  otherwife  howfo- 
4  ever.  And  then,  and  in  that  cafe,  it  (hall,  and  may 

*  be  lawful  to,  and  for  all,  and  every  the  parties  to 
4  refort  to  fuch  remedy  by  fuit,  action,  or  bill,  in 
4  any  of  his  Majefty's  courts  at  Urejiminfter^  as  he, 
4  or  they  fhall  think  proper  to  refort  unto  ;  either  for 
4  the  better  recovery  of  fuch  tythes,  oblations,  or 
4  ccclefiaftical  dues,  or  for  difcharging  himfelf  frorri 
4  the  payment  thereof.  And  all,  and  every  perfon 
4  and  perfons  fhall  have,  and  enjoy  all  and  every  the 
4  like  remedies,  and  fhall  be  intitled  to  the  like  ac- 
4  tions,  fuits  and  advantages,  as  well  for  the  reco- 
4  very  ef  fuch  tythes,  oblations,  and  ecclefiaftical 
4  dues,  and  all  cofts  for  fubftracting  or  with-holding 
k  the  fame,  as  for  the  difcharging  him  and  themfelvcs 

4  from  the  payment  thereof,  in  any  of  his  Majefty's 
\  courts  atlVeJtmirifter,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner 
1  as  he  and  they  might   have  had  and  enjoyed,  or 

5  been  intitled  to  by  the  laws  and  flatutes  of  the 
1  realm,  had  not  this  aft  b-en  made.  And  his  Ma- 
1  jelly's  courts  of  law  and  equity  at  FPeftmirifterftiM 
1  have  full  power  and  authority,  if  they  fhall  fee 
1  caufe  (but  fubjeft  to  the  provifo  in  this  aft  after 
:  contained)  to  award  fuch  cofts  as  fhall  be  reafona- 
1  ble  for  the  vexation,  expence,  and  delay  before  the 

•  faid  juftices,  by  whofe  adjudication  the  faid  parties 
'  (hall  have  conceived  themfelves  aggrieved,  as  a- 
'  fo'refaid,  any  thing  in    this  aft  contained  to  the 

•  contrary  notwithstanding. 

4  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
faid,  that  where  any  decree  or  other  judgment 
(hall  be  obtained  in  any  of  his  Majefty's  courts  at 
Weftminfitr%  execution  of  fuch  decree  or  judgment 
(hall  be  made  by  procefs  directed  to  the  fheriff^ 
requiring  him  to  levy  the  money  fo  decreed  or  ad- 
■  judged  upon   the   goods  and  chattels  of  the  faid 

Vol.  Xm.  H  h  Quaker 
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c  Quaker  or  Quakers,    his  and  their  executors  and 

*  administrators  ;  and  if  the  fheriff  mail  return  that 

*  he  can  find  no  goods  fufficient,  whereon  to  levy 
4  fuch  money,  then  by  imprifonment  of  their  per? 
«  fons.  And  die  faid  feveral  courts  are  hereby  au- 
«  thorized  and  impowered  to  award  fuch  execution 

*  in  all  cafes  within  the  true  meaning  of  this  act. 

4  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  alfo  enacted, 

*  That  where  any  judgment,  decree,  or  order  mail 

*  be  made,  paffed,    or  pronounced    in  any  of    his 

*  Majefty's  courts  at  Weftminfter^  in  any  caufe  or 
4  fuit  to  be  commenced  or  profecuted  by  any  per- 

*  fons,  who  fhall  conceive  themfelves  aggrieved  by 

*  the  award,  order,  and  adjudication  of  the  juftices 
«  hereby  impowered  to  hear  and  determine  any  com- 

*  plaint  relating  to  any  Quaker  or  Quakers  neglect - 
«  ing  or  refufing  to  fet  out,  or  pay  fuch  tythes  and 

*  dues  as  aforefaid ;  that  in  every  fuch  cafe,  if  the 
4  fum  ordered,  enjoined,  and  directed  to  be  paid  by 

*  the  faid  Quaker  or  Quakers,  in  recompence  of  the 

*  tythes  by  him  or  them  with-held,  fhall  not  exceed 

*  the  fum  before  ordered  and  awarded  by  the  order, 

*  award,  and  adjudication  of  the  faid  juftices,  to  be 

*  paid  by  the  faid  Quaker  or  Quakers,  no  parfon, 
c  vicar,  curate,  or  other  perfon  intitled  to  fuch  tythes 
'  or  dues  as  aforefaid,  fhall  have  or  be  intitled  either 

*  to  double  or  treble  value,    by  virtue  of  the  ftatute 

*  made  in  the  fecond  year  of  King  Edward  VI.  or 

*  to  any  other  cofts  or  damages  whatfoever,    or  to 

*  any  other  fum  in  refpect  of  his  and  their  charges,  or 

*  expences  in  any  or  either  of  the  faid  courts,  where 

*  fuch  judgment  or  decree  fhall  be  obtained,  given, 

*  or  pronounced,  or  in  any  other  court  or  place  what- 

*  foever  •,  but  that  he  and  they  mail  be,  and  is,  and 

*  are  by  this  act  utterly  excluded  therefrom,    and 

*  fhall  pay  to  fuch  Quaker  or  Quakers,  his  cofts  to 

*  be  afTeffed  by  the  courts,  wherein  fuch  judgment 

*  or  decree  fhall  be  obtained  -,  any,  law,  itauue,  or 

*  ufagc 
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*  ufage  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife  notwithftand- 
4  ing. 

4  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 

*  thority  aforefaid,  That  if  any  perfon,  thinking 
4  himfelf  aggrieved   by  any  determination   of    the 

*  juftices,  as  aforefaid,  fhall  thereupon  give  fuch  no- 

*  tice  as   aforefaid  to  the  (aid  jirftices,  of  his  refufal 

*  to  abide  by  fuch  determination,  it  fhall  and  may 
4  be  lawful  for  fuch  perfon,  who  fhall  firft  give  no- 

*  tice  as  aforefaid*  to  appeal  from  the  fame  unto  the 

*  judges  of  affize,  who  (hall  next  hold  the  aftizes 
c  or  feflions  for  the  county  or  place,    wherein   fuch 

*  determination  fhall  be  made,    inftead  of  having 

*  recourfe  to  his  Majefty's  courts  at  Weltminfter  •,  and 

*  in  that  cafe,  fuch  perfon  fhall  give  notice  in  writ- 
'■  ing  of  fuch  his  intent  to  appeal  unto  the  juftices 
c  who  made  fuch  determination,  before  their  judg- 
1  ment  fhall  be  executed,  and  at  leaft  eight  days 
'*  exclufive  before  the  holding  fuch  next  aflizes  or 
c  feflions.     And  fuch  judges  of  affize,    or  any  or 

*  either  of  them,  may  and  fhall,  in  a  fummary  way, 

*  examine  the  parties  and  witnefTes,  in  fuch  manner 
4  as  the  juftices  are  hereby  di reeled  to  do  5  and 
4  may  and  fhall  hear,  and  finally  adjudge  and  deter- 
4  mine  fuch  appeal,  either  by  affirming,  altering,  or 
4  reverfing  the  judgment  appealed  from  ;    and  alfo 

*  give  fuch  cofts  againft  either  party,    as  to  him  or 

*  them   fhall  feem  juft  and  reafonable  ;     and   fha41 

*  iffue  his  or  their  warrant,  directed  to  the  high  con- 
1  flable  of  the  hundred,  or  the  conftable  of  the  pa- 
4  rifh  or  place  within  any  city,    or  town  corporate, 

*  wherein  fuch  Quaker  or  other  perfon  fhall  inhabit, 

*  to  levy  by  diftrefs,  and  fale  of  the  goods  of  the 
4  perfon  againft  whom  fuch  judgment  fhall  be  made, 

*  the  fum  and  cofts  fo  adjudged  by  him  or  them,  or 

*  in  like  manner  as  the  faid  juftices,  to  whom  the  faid 

*  compkint  was  originally  made,  might  have  done, 

*  had  there  been  no  fuch  appeal.     And  in  cafe  of 

*  fuch  appeal,  either  of  the  juftices,    before  whom 

H  h  2  *ftch 
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1  fuch  complaint  fhall  have  been  originally  made, 

*  mall  fummon  all  fuch  perfons  to  appear  before  fuch 
c  judges  of  affize,    to  give  evidence  concerning  the 

*  matter  of  the  faid  appeal,  as  the  parties  fhall   re- 

*  fpectively  require.  And  all  perfons  fo  fummoned, 
<  are  hereby  required  to  attend  purfuant  thereto,  or 
1  in  default  thereof  (having  no  juft  caufe  of  excufe 
«  to  be  allowed  by  the  faid  judges  of  affize,  or  any 

*  or  either  of  them)  fhall  forfeit  a  fum,  not  exceed- 

*  ing  five  pounds,    to  the  poor  of  the  parifh'or  pa- 

*  rimes,  where  fuch  tythes  or  dues  do  arife,  to  be  le- 
c  vied  by  diftrefs,  and  fale  of  the  offender's  goods, 

*  by  warrant  from  any  one  of  the  faid  judges  of  af- 
1  fize,  returning  the  overplus,  if  any. 

1  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  from,  and  after 
c  the  faid  24th  day  of  Junetf  any  Quaker,after  notice 

*  given  him  by  any  perfon  intitled  to  predial  tythes, 

*  arifing  from  lands  occupied  by  him,  or  by  one  au- 

*  thorifed  to  receive  the  fame,  fhall  refufe  or  neglect 

*  to  fet  out,  or  caufe  to  be  fet  fuch  tythes,  if  payable 

*  in  kind,  and  not  otherwife,  by  cuflom,  compofi- 

*  tion,  or  modus,  it  fhall,and  may  be  lawful  for  fuch 
1  perfon  intitled  as  aforefaid,  to  fuch  predial  tythes, 

*  to  appoint  a  proper  perfon  for  that  purpofe,  who 
c  is  hereby  authorifed  to  come  upon  the  land  of  fuch 

*  Quaker,  from  whom  fuch  tythe.  is  due,  and  juftly 
4  and  truly,  and  without  fraud  or  partiality,   divide, 

*  fet  out,  and  fever  from  the  nine  parts  the  faid  tythe, 

*  in  fuch  manner  as  all  perfons  are  by  law  obliged 

*  to  fet  out  their  refpective  predial  tythes ;  fuch  per- 
'  fon  fo  appointed,  having  firft  taken  an  oath  before 

*  any  juftice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  or  place 
c  where  fuch  tythes  arife,   juftly  to  fet  out  the  faid 

*  tythes  as  this  act  requires,  according  to  the  belt  of 

*  his  knowledge,  without  fraud  or  partiality :  Which 
4  faid  portion  fo  fet  out  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  and 

*  fhall  be  deemed  as  tythe  to  all  intents,   and  fhall 

*  be  quietly  carried  away,  as  foon  as  reafonably  and 
'  conveniently  may  be,  by  the  perfon  intitled  there- 

<  to 
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4  to,  or  any  one  or  more  perfons  appointed  by  him 
*  for  that  purpofe,  without  any  interruption  by  the 
4  faid  Quaker,  or  on  his  behalf,   in  the  fame  manner 
6  as  might  lawfully  have  been  done,  had  fuch   tythes 
4  been  let  out  by  the  Quaker  himfelf,  from  whom  the 
4  fame  is  due.     And  no  Quaker  mall  after  iuch  no- 
4   tice,  and  before  the  letting  out,  or  alter  fuch  tythe 
1  fhall  be   fo    fet  out,  withdraw  or   take    away,  or 
4  caufe   to    be  withdrawn   or  taken   away  the  faid 
4  tythes,   if  payable  in  kind,  under  the  pain  of  for- 
1  feiture  of  the  double  value  of  what  fhall  be  fo  with 
c  drawn  or  taken  away,  to  be  recovered  againft  him 
1  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in 
1  any  of    his  Majcfty's   courts   at   Wefiminfter%   in 
1  which  noeffoign,  protection,  wager  of  law,  or  more 
:  than  one  imparlance  mail  be  allowed,  in  cafe  the 
;  perfon  intitled  to  fuch  predial  tythes  fo  withdrawn 
;  fhall  chufe  to  fue  in  any  of  the  faid  courts  for  the 
;  fame.     Neverthelefs,*  it  fhall  be  in  the  option  of 
the  perfon  intitled  to  fuch  predial  tythes  fo  with* 
drawn,   to  wave  the  faid  forfeiture  of  the  double 
value,  and  proceed  before  two  ju dices,    as  herein 
before  directed,  for  recovery  of  the  fingle  value 
only  of  fuch  predial  tythes  fo  withdrawn,  and  cofts 
if  he  fhall  think  fit  fo  to  do.     And  in  cafe  the 
perfon  intitled  to  fuch  predial  tythes,  fhall  proceed 
before  the  faid  justices  in   manner  aforcfaid,  then, 
and  in  every  fuch  cafe,  fuch  Quaker,  fo  withdraw- 
ing or  taking  away  the  fame,  fhall  not  be  liable 
to  be  fued  or  profecuted  on  account  of  not  fetting 
out  fuch  tythe,  or  carrying  away  the  fame   in  any 
other  court,  or  in  any  other  manner   whatfoevcr 
than  as  by  this  act  is  directed. 
4  Provided  always,  that  if  the  perfon  appointed 
to  fet  out  the  faid  tythes  mail,  through  any  wiiful 
default  of  the  Quaker,  be  neceffarily  put  to  any 
unufual  or  extraordinary  trouble  in  harveftingand 
preparing  the  faid  predial  tythes,  in  order  to   the 
fetting  out  the  fame,  and  over  and  above  the  fct- 
H  h  3  ?  ting 
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ting  ont  thereof,  according  to.  the  cuflom  of  the 
place,  that  then  upon  complaint  thereof  to  any 
juftice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  or  place  where 
fuch  tythes  doarife,  and  fummons  and  examination 
into  the  matter  by  the  faid  juftice,  it  fhall  ^nd 
may  be  lawful  for  fuch  juftice  finally  to  order  and 
appoint  what  (hall  be  paid  by  fuch  Quaker,  in 
refpect  of  fuch  unufual  or  extraordinary  trouble ; 
and  on  refufal  of  payment,  to  levy  the  fame  by 
diftrefs  and  fale  of  the  Quaker's  goods,  rendering 
the  overplus  after  the  coils  of  the  diftrefs  de- 
dufted. 

*  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
faid,  that  if  any  perfon  or  perfons,  againft  whom 
any  fuch  judgment  or  judgments  mail  be  had,    as 
aforefaid,  fhall  remove  out  of  the  county,  riding, 
city,  or  corporation,  after  judgment  had  as  afore- 
faid,  and  before  the  levying  the  fum  or  fums  there- 
by adjudged  to  be  levied  •,  the  juftices  of  the  peace 
who  made  the  faid  judgment,  or  one  of  them, 
ihall  certify  the  fame,  under  his  or  their  hands  and 
feals  to  any  juftice  of  the  peace  of  fuch  other  coun- 
ty, city  or  place,  to  which  the  faid  perfon  or  per- 
fons mail  go,  or  be  removed  unto  ;   which  juftice 
is  hereby  authorifed  and  required,   by  warrant  un- 
;  der  his  hand  and  feal,   to  order  fuch  fum  or  fums 
;  to  be  levied  on  the  goods  and  chattels  of  fuch  per- 
1  fon  or  perfons,  as  fully,  and  in  the  fame  manner, 
;  as  the  other  juftices  might  have  done,  if  fuch  per- 
;  fon  or  perfons  had  not  removed,  as   aforefaid  \ 
1  which  fhall  be  levied  and  recovered  according  to, 
1  the  faid  judgment. 

.  *  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
5  faid,  that  from  and  after  the  24th  day  of  June^ 
1  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirty  fix,  if  any 
:  Quaker  lhall  refufe  to  pay  any  fum  or  fqms  of 
5  money,  duly  and  lawfully  aflfefTed  or  charged  on 
c  him  or  her  by  any  church  or  chapel  rates,  it  fhall 

*  and 
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4  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  two  juftices  of  the 
4  peace,  where  fuch  Quaker  inhabits,  and  they  are 
4  hereby  required,  upon  complaint  to  them  made 
4  by  the  churchwardens  impowered  to  collect  fuch 
4  rate,  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  levied  by  diftrefsand 
4  (ale  of  the  goods  of  fuch  Quaker,  in  the  lame 
1  manner  as  the  rates  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  may 
4  be  levied  :  And  no  Quaker  fhall  be  fued  or  profe- 
4  cuted,  for  not  paying  any  church  or  chapel  rates, 
4  in  any  other  manner  whatfoever. 

4  Provided  always,  That  no  diflrefs  to  be  taken 
4  by  virtue  of  this  act,  fhall  be  exceflive  or  unrea- 
4  fonable  -,  but  fhall  be  proportioned  to  the  value  of 
4  the  fum  awarded  or  forfeited  ;  and  the  goods  dif- 
4  trained  fhall  be  publicly  fold. 

4  Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  where 
4  any  Quaker  or  Quakers  complained  of  for  fub- 
4  ftracting,  with-holding,  not  paying,  or  compound- 
4  ing  for  any  fuch  tythes,  church  rates,  oblations,  or 
4  other  ecclefiaftical  dues,  as  aforefaid,  fhall,  before 
4  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  to  whom  fuch  complaint 
4  is  made,  alledge  or  infill  upon  any  prefcription, 
4  compofition,  or  modus  decimandi,  exemption,  dif- 
4  charge,  agreement,  or  title,  whereby  he  or  fhe  is 
4  or  ought  to  be  freed  from  payment  of  the  faid 
4  tythes  or  other  dues  in  queftion  ;  and  deliver  the 
4  fame  in  writing  to  the  faid  juftices  of  the  peace, 
4  fubferibed  by  him,  her,  or  themfelves*,  in  that 
4  cafe,  the  faid  juftices  of  the  peace  fliall  forbear  to 
4  give  any  judgment  in  the  matter ;  and  that  then 
4  and  in  fuch  cafe,  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  complain- 
4  ing  fhall  and  may  be  at  liberty  to  profecute  fuch 
4  Quaker  or  Quakers,  for  the  matters  aforefaid,  in 
4  any  court  or  courts  whatfoever,  where  fuch  perfon 
4  or  perfons  might  have  fued  for  the  fame  before 
4  the  making  of  this  act,  any  thing  in  this  act  con- 
4  tained  to  the  contrary  notwitftanding. 

H  h  4.  *  Provided 
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$  Provided  always,  and  be  it  farther  enacted  by 

*  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  in  all  cities  and  towns 

*  corporate,  where  for  the  time  being,  one  jultice  of 
4  the  peace  only  fhall  be  refident  •,  in  every  fuch 
4  cafe  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  fuch  one 

*  jiiftice,  together  with  any  one  juftice  of  the  peace 

*  ofthecouty  (not  patron,  nor  interefted)  to  exe- 

*  cute  all  the  powers,  directions,  and  authorities  in 

*  this  act  contained  and  directed  to  be  done  by    two 

*  juftices  of  the  peace  •,  and  in  cafe  no  jufiiceof  the 

*  peace  (hall  be  refident  in  fuch  city  or  town  corpo- 

*  rate,   then  two  juftices  of  the  county  may  execute 

*  all  fuch  powers,  directions,  and  authorities. 

*.  And  be   it   farther  enacted    by  the  authority 
8  aforefaid,  That  fo  much  of  the  herein  before  in 

*  part  recited  acts,  made  in  the  7th  and  8th  years  of 

*  the  reign  of  his  late   Majefty   King  William  III. 

*  and  in  the  firft  year  of  his  late  Majefty  King 
)  George  I.  as  relates  only  to  the  recovery  of  tythes 
1  or  rates,  or  any  cuftomary  or  other  rights,  dues, 
?  or  payments  belonging  to  any  church  or  chapel, 

*  which  of  right  by  law  and  cuftom  ought  to  be 

*  paid  for  the  ftipend  or  maintenance  of  any  mini- 

*  fter  or  curate  officiating  in  any  church  or  chapel, 

*  in  the  manner  thereby  provided,  fhall  be,  and  is 

*  hereby  repealed. 

*  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  a- 
8  forefaid,  That  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any 

*  perfon  fued  or  profecuted  for  any  thing  done  pur- 

*  fuant  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  to  plead  the  ge- 

*  neral  ifTue  -,  and  on  that  or  any  other  iffue  to  give 

*  this  act,  and  the  fpecial  matter  in  evidence :  And 
4  if  a  verdict  or  judgment  fhall  be  for  the  defen- 

*  dant,  or  the  plaintiff  fhall  be  nonfuit,  or  difconti- 
c  nue  fuch  action,  the  defendant  fhall  recover  treble 

*  cqfts,  in  fuch  manner  as  cofts  in  other  actions  gi- 

*  ven  to  defendants  are  recoverable  :  And  no  fuit  or 
c*  profecution  fhall  be  commenced  againft  any  per- 
Jt  fon^  for  any  thing  done  in  purfuance  pf  this  act, 

4  unleft 
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unlefs  the  fame  be  brought  or  commenced  within 
1  fix  months  after  Rich  caufe  of  action  arifes. 

8  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
*  faid,  That  this  prefent  act  mall  be  deemed,  and 
'  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  public  aft,  and  fhall 
4  be  taken  notice  of  as  fuch  by  all  judges,  juftices, 
4  and  other  perfons  vvhatfoever,  without  Specially 
4  pleading  the  fame. 

This  bill  was  read  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  a  firft  Counfc)  «.- 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  the  Jee"rV°W 
1 2th  of  May,  and  many  petitions  having  been  like- 
wife  prefented  againft  it  to  that  houfe,  the  petitioners 
were  ordered  to  be  heard  by  their  counfel  upon  the 
fecond  reading,  and  it  was  ordered  that  counfel  mould 
alfo  be  admitted  to  be  heard  in  favour  of  the  bill  at 
the  fame  time. 

Accordingly,  on  the  12th,  the  bill  was  read  a  fe-  Quefiionre- 
cond  time,  and  the  counfel  for  and  againft  the  bill  roUvidemV. 
were  in  part  heard,  on  which  occafion,  a  queftion 
arofe  about  the  proofs  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe  by 
the  counfel  for  the  bill,  in  relation  to  the  hardfhips 
and  perfecutions  the  Quakers  had  fuffered,  by  tedious 
and  expenfive  fuits,  for  tythes  in  the  ecclefiaftical  and 
pther  courts  -,  for  the  counfel  for  the  bill  having  ac- 
quainted the  houfe,  that  with  refpect  to  profecutions 
in  the  Exchequer,  they  could  bring  proper  and  legal 
proofs,  to  wit,  copies  of  the  records  which  had  been 
duly  examined,  and  would  be  proved  at  their  Lord- 
fhips  bar  to  be  true  copies  \  but  with  refpect  to  the 
profecutions  in  the  ecclefiaftical  courts,  they  had  in- 
deed proofs,  but  they  were  fuch,  as  they  could  not 
call  legal  proofs,  becaufe  it  was  only  the  parol  evi- 
dence of  perfons  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  fuits, 
and  therefore  they  muft  fubmit  it  to  their  Lordfhips, 
whether  they  would  allow  any  fuch  proofs  to  be  laid 
before  them ;   upon  which  there  was  fome  debate 

in 
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in  the  houfe,  and  the  queftion  being  at  laft  put,  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative. 

Motion  for       .Next  day  the  counfel  for  and  againfl  the  bill  hav- 
Swl       *ng  finished,  and  being  withdrawn,    a  motion   was 
made  for  committing  the  bill,    whereupon   a  very- 
long  debate  enfued,    in  which  the  arguments  for  the 
motion,  were  to  the  following  effect,  viz. 

Argument*       c  My  Lords,    I   believe  it  will  be  admitted  by 
t«r  the  bin,  c  everv  Lord   in  this  houfe  without  any  exception, 

Si  the  houfe  /  .       .  J  r  > 

ef  Lords.     6  that  perfecution   or  any  kind  is  lnconfiltent  with 
4  the   principles   of  Chriftianity,    1  am  fure  it  muft 

*  be  admitted  by  all,  that  it  is  inconfiftent  with  the 
4  nature  of  our  conftitution  and  government*,  and  it 
4  mud  be  granted,    that  every  fort  of  punifhment, 

*  every  fort  of  oppreflion,  which  a  man  is  fubjected 
4  to,  for  not  doing  that  which  in  his  confcience  he 

*  thinks  unlawful  for  him  to  do,  is  a  fort  of  perfecu- 

*  tion.     We  know,    my  Lords,    it  was  once  efta- 

*  blifhed  as  a  fundamental   and  neceflary  article. of 

*  the  Chriftian  faith,    that  tithes  were  due  of  divine 

*  right  to  the  church,   that  it  was  a  moil  damnable 

*  fin  to  convert  them  to  any  other  ufe  ;  and  that  as 

*  they  were  inter  fpiritualia^  every  difpute  in  relation 
4  to  them,  was  to  be  heard  and  determined  by  the 
4  fpiritual  courts,  and  by  them  only.  Thefe  doc- 
45  trines,  it  is  true,  are  now  pretty  much  exploded, 
4  at  lead  in  this  kingdom  •,  but  ridiculous  as  they 
?  are,  they  were  for  many  years  ftrenuoufly  infifted 

*  on,  and  mod  induftrioufly  fpread,  which  gave 
4  occafion  to  that  feci:  of  men  called  Quakers,  to 
4  eftabliili  it  as  one  of  the  articles  of  their  faith,  That 
4  tythes  were  abolifhed  by  the  Chriftian  doctrine, 
4  and  that  fo  far  from  being  of  divine  right,  it 
4  Was  inconfiftent  with  Chriftianity  either  to  exa& 
4  them,  or  pay  them  :  From  hence  it  is  that  every 
4  man  who  is  truly  and  fmcerely  a  Quaker,  is  in  his 

•  con- 
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4  confcience  convinced,  that  it  is  unlawful  for  him 
y  to  pay  tythe. 

1  But  unluckily,  my  Lords,  for  the  Quakers, 
4  thofe  who  were  the  patrons  and  chief  promoters  of 
4  the  reformation  in  thefe  kingdoms,    though  they 

*  abolifhed  the  doctrine,  that  tythes  were  due  of  di- 
4  vine  right  to  the  church,    yet  as  the  tythe  brought 

*  in  a  great  revenue,  and  as  it  was  a  tax  the  people 
4  had  been  long  accuftomed  to,  they  thought  it  very 

*  proper  and  mighty  convenient  for  them  to  con- 
4  tinue  th?,  tax  ;    therefore  they  made  them   due  by 

*  the  laws  of  the  land,  though  they  admitted  they 
4  were  not  due  by  the  laws  of  the  gofpel.  This  how- 
4  ever  was  no  falve  for  the  tender  confeiences  of  the 
4  Quakers ;  for  as  thofe  laws  made  the  tax  (till  pay- 
4  able  as  tythe,  they  thought,  they  could  not  in  con- 
4  fcience  voluntarily  comply  with  what  was  enjoin- 
4  ed  by  fuch  laws  \    and  even  to  this  day,    though 

*  they  muft  admit  that  tythes  are  due  by  the  law  of 
4  the  land,  yet  they  think  they  cannot  in  confcience 
4  pay  them  till  they  are  compelled  by  the  law  fo  to 
*•■  do.  I  confefs,  my  Lords,  this  appears  to  me  a 
4  little  whimfical  \  but  I  am  not  to  meafure  another 

*  man's  confcience  by  my  own,    nor  ought  I  to 

*  opprefs  him  becaufe  he  makes  a  matter  of  con- 
4  fcience  of  an  opinion  which  I  take  to  be  whim-* 
4  fical  •,  and  if  I  ought  not  my  felf  in  fuch  a  caic 
4  to  be  guilty  of  oppreflion,  I  am  fure  I  ought  to 
4  prevent  another's  being  guilty  of  it,   as  far  as  lies 

*  in  my  power. 

4  Tythe,  my  Lords,   is  a  tax,  which  is  now  due 

*  by  the  law  of  the  land,  and  muft,    I  believe,  re- 

*  main  fo ;  therefore  the  Quaker  muft  pay  it  as  well 

*  as  every  other  man  fubjected  to  it,    by   law,    nor 

*  does  he  defire  to  be  abfolutely  free  from  it ;    he 

*  only  defires,  fince  his  confcience  will  not  allow 
4  him  to  pay  it  voluntarily  and  freely,    that  you 

*  would  take  it  from  him  in  the  eafieft  and  leaft  ex* 

*  penfive  method  you  can  :  He  knows  that  he  muft 

*  pay 
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*  pay  the  cods  of  every  fuit  commenced  againft  him 

*  for  the  payment  of  tythe  which  is  due  by  law, 
4  and  he  only  defires  that  the  cofts  of  fuit  may  be 
«  made  as  eafy  as  poiTible.    This  was  thought  fo  rea- 

*  fonable  a  demand,    that  a  law   was  made   in   the 
6  reign  of  King  Willi am \    by  which  tythes  net  ex- 
ceeding 10/.  jn  value  were  made  recoverable  from 
Quakers  before  the  two  next  juftices  of  the  peace 
of  the  fame  county,  not  interefted  in  the  tythe  to 

4  be  fo  recovered  ;  and  it  was  at  that  time  expected, 

*  that  every  man  in  the  kingdom  intitled  to  tythes, 
1  would  have  taken  that  eafy  method  of  recovering 

*  his  tythes  from  Quakers ;    but  it  has  fmce  been 

*  found  by  experience,  that  fome  perfons  intitled  to 

*  tythes,  from  a  fpirit  of  perfecution  and  opprefTion, 
for  I  can  call  it  nothing  elfe,  have  had  recourfe  to 
ecclefiaftical  and  other  expenfive  courts  for  the  re- 
covery of  thofe  tythes,  which  they  might  have  re- 
covered by  the  fentence  of  two  neighbouring  juf- 
tices, by  which  the  poor  Quaker  has  often  been 
compelled  to  pay,  not  only  what  was  due  for 
tythe,  but  ten  times  more  by  way  of  cofts  of  fuit, 

*  to  the  utter  ruin  of  him  and  his  family. 

4  It  is  true,  my  Lords,  v/e  are  not  furnifhed  with 

*  all  the  proofs  we  might  have  had,  of  fuch  oppref- 

*  lions  having  been  committed  •,    though  I  am  con- 

*  vinced,  if  the  Quakers  had  thought  fuch  proofs 
c  neceifary,  or  if  we  had  allowed  them  to  lay  before 
'  \is  the  proofs  they  had  prepared,    we  might  have 

*  been  furnifhed  with  a  confiderable  number-,  but 
c  fuppofe  we  had  not  one  proof  of  any  fuch  oppref- 

*  lions  having  ever  been  committed,    fuppofe  there 

*  had  never  been  a  furmife  of  any  fuch  opprefTion,  it 

*  is  certain,  that,  as  the  law  flands  at  prefent,    fuch 

*  opprefTions  may  be  committed  ;    and  as  it  is  our 

*  duty  to  endeavour  to  prevent,  as  well  as  punifh,  all 

*  manner  of  opprefTion,    we  ought  to  make  fome 

*  alteration  in  the  prefent  laws  relating  to  the  reco- 

*  very 
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very  of  tythes,    efpecially   confidering  how  apt 
Tome  people  are  to  opprefs  and  perfeCute  thole, 
who  dafc   to   differ   from   them   in  any  opinion. 
When  we  are  about  to  make  or  repeal  any  law,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  grievance,  that  may  be  appre- 
hended, it  is  no  way  neccflary  for  us  to  have  any 
proofs  that  the  grievance   has  been  actually  felt. 
When  the  law  de  //<  retico  Combur endows  repealed, 
there  were  then   no   proofs  before  either  houfe  of 
Parliament,  that  a  bad  ufe  had  been  made  of  that 
jaw  •,   it  was  thought  fufficient  that  a  bad  ufe  might 
be  made  of  it  •,  and  as  that  was  apparent,  the  law 
was  therefore  repealed  :    Even   Jait   feffion,  when 
the  law  was  made  for  regulating  the  quartering 
of  foldiers  at  the  time  of  elections,  there  was  not 
fo  much  as  the  lead  furmife  of  any  grievance  hav- 
ing arifen  from  thence;  and  this  very-feflion,  when 
we  pafTed  the  bill  for  repealing  the  laws  againft 
witchcraft,   there  was  not  the  leaft  proof  fo  much 
as  defired,  that  ever  any  old  woman  had  been  burnt 
for  a  witch.     From  all  which  it  is  plain,  that  in 
order  to  prevail  with  either  houfe  of  Parliament  to 
pafs  or  repeal  any  law,  it  is  fufficient  to  fhew  that 
a  grievance  may  enfue,  if  the  law  be  not  pafTed  or 
repealed. 

c  Now,  my  Lords,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  it  is  no 
perfecution  or  oppreffion  to  take  from  the  Quaker 
in  the  eaficft  and  leaft  expenfive  manner,  thofe 
;  tythes  which  are  due  by  the  law  *,  but  when  they 
;  can  be  recovered  without  fubjecting  him  to  any 
;  great  expence  or  inconvenience,  it  is  perfecution  as 
fc  well  as  oppreffion,  to  fue  for  them  in  fuch  a  way  as 
1  muff,  neceflarily  load  him  with  a  prodigious  ex- 
1  pence  ;  becaufe,  though  the  plaintiff  may  perhaps 
1  call  his  refufal  obflinacy,  yet  in  charity  we  are 
1  obliged  to  call  it  confeience;  and  therefore  we 
'  muft  call  that  a  perfecuting  of  him  for  confeience 
1  fake,  which  the  plaintiff  may  perhaps  call  a  pu- 
6  nifhing  of  him  for  his  obftinacy.     By  the  firft  law 

1  for 
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4  for  making  tythcs  recoverable  from  Quakers  be* 

*  fore  two  neighbouring  juftices  in  the  country,  a 
c  cheap  and  eafy  method  is  provided  for  the   Par* 

*  fon  to  recover  thofe  wages,  or  that  maintenance 
4  which   is  due  to  him  by  law  •,  and   this  method 

*  has    been    found  fo    effectual,    that  every  wife 

*  and  good-natured  Parfon  in  the  kingdom  has  al- 
4  ways  chofen  it,  becaufe  he  found  he  could  thereby 

*  come  fpeedily  at  his  right,  without  vexing  and 

*  ruining  his  neighbour,  the  Quaker,  by  a  tedious 

*  and  expenfive  fuit,  for  that  which  his  confcience 

*  would  not  permit  him  to  pay  till  he  was  compelled 

*  by  due  courfe  of  law :  But  the  method  by  that 
4  act  provided  appears  to  be  deficient  in  two  ref- 

*  pects ;    Firft,  That  it  does   not  allow  any  tythes 

*  above  the  value  of  10/.  to  be  recoverable  before 

*  two  juftices ;  and  the  other,  That  it  leaves  to  the 
4  incumbent,   or  any  other  perfon  intitled  to  tythes, 

*  an  option  to  profecute  for  the  recovery  of  his 

*  tythe,  either  in  this  cheap  and  eafy  method,  or  in 

*  the  moft  vexatious  and  expenfive  method  he  can 
4  think  of.     As  to  the  firft  of  rhefe  defects,  it  has 

*  been  deemed,  and  I  think  it  is  evident,  that  two 
4  neighbouring  juftices  of  the  peace  are  as  capable 
4  to  fettle  and  ascertain  a  claim  of  100/.  as  they  are 
4  one  of  10/.  providing  there  be  no  matter  of  law  or 
4  right  in  difpute ;  and  fince  in  our  fupreme  courts 
4  the  value  of  any  fuch  claim  is  always  fettled  and 
4  afcertained  by  juries,  I  cannot  think  but  that  two 
€  or  more  neighbouring  gentlemen,  who  have  the  ho- 
4  nour  to  be  in  the  commiftion  of  the  peace,  are  as 
4  capable  to  fettle  and  afcertain  fuch  a  claim,  as  any 
4  twelve  tradefmen  or  farmers  in  the  county  ;  for  this 
4  reafon,  all  tythes  due  from   Quakers   have  fincc 

*  been  made  recoverable  before  the  juftices  of  peace: 
4  But  as  to  the  other  defect,  it  (lands  as  yet  unre- 
4  medied,  and  I  muft  call  it  an  intolerable  one*,  for 
4  to  leave  to  every  incumbent,  or  other  perfon  inti- 
I  tied  to  tythes,  an  option  to  profecute  in  the  moft 

1  4  vexatious 
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vexatious  and  expenfive  way,  whenever  he 
pleafes,  is  the  fame  with  giving  him  a  power 
to  opprefs  or  profecute  his  neighbour  when  he 
has  a  mind  :  When  this  power  is  made  ufe  of  a- 
gainft  a  neighbour  who  is  not  a  Quaker,  it  mud 
even  then  be  called  opprefiion  ;  when  it  is  made 
ufe  of  againft  a  neighbour  who  is  a  conscientious 
Quaker,  it  is  downright  pcrfecution  •,  and  there- 
fore, my  Lords,  I  muit  fay,  that  I  am  furprifed, 
to  find,  that  this  lad  defect  has  not  been  reme- 
died long  before  this  time  :  I  mud  fay,  we  are  ex- 
tremely obliged  to  the  people  called  Quakers,  for 
making  us  obferve  a  defect  in  our  laws,  which 
perhaps  has  occafioned,  but  certainly  may  occa- 
sion, a  great  deal  of  opprefiion  and  perfecution  j  and. 
now  that  it  has  been  laid  before  you,  I  can- 
not doubt  but  that  your  Lordfhips  will  unanimouf- 
ly  concur  in  contriving  fome  method  for  remedy- 
ing the  lame. 

'  The  fcope  and  defign  of  the  bill  now  before  % 
is  for  remedying  both  this  laft  defect  in  the  moft 
effectual  and  fafe  method  that  can  be  thought  of-, 
and  for  obliging  all  men  intitled  to  tythes  for  thq 
future,  to  take  that  method  of  recovering  them, 
which  every  wife  and  good-natured  man  has  taken 
ever  fince  it  was  eflablimed.  I  do  not  know,  my 
Lords,  but  the  bill,  as  it  ftands  at  prefent,  may  have 
occafion  for  fome  amendments;  whatever  amend- 
ments it  may  ftand  in  need  of,  will  bell  appear  in 
the  committee ;  and  confidering  that  we  fhall  there 
have  the  afliftance  of  the  reverend  bench,  as  well 
as  the  two  learned  Lords  whom  we  have  now  the 
happinefs  to  have  among  us,  I  am  convinced  we, 
may  be  able  to  make  fiich  amendments  in  the  corn: 
mittee,  as  wiJl  render  the  bill  as  effectual  and  per- 
fect as  the  defign  of  it  is  ne.ceflary  and  chriftian, 
For  this  reafon  I  fhall  not  now  trouble  your  Lord- 
[  ihips  with  any  of  thofe  amendments  I  may  think; 

6  neceflary, 
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c  necefifary,  but  fhall  only  move  for  the  bill's  being 
c  committed** 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  in  fubftance  as  follows, 
*  viz. 


Anfwer. 


c  Whether  the  tythes  payable  to  the  church  be  of 
divine  right  or  no,  is  a  queftion,  my  Lords, 
which  cannot  any  way  be  brought  into  the  difpute 
now  before  us ;  but  as  there  is  at  prefent  among  us 
a  fet  of  men  who  pretend  to  make  it  a  cafe  of  con- 
fcience, that  they  ought  not  to  pay  tythes,  and  as 
it  has  been  faid  that  the  divine  right  of  tythes,  was 
once  itrongly  infilled  on,  and  confequently,  that 
they  ought  not  to  be  fued  for  in  any  court  but  the 
fpiritual  court,  I  may,  I  think,  fuppofe  a  fet  of 
men  who  made  it  a  cafe  of  confcience  not  to  fue 
for  their  tythes  in  any  courts  but  the  ecclefiafticak 
Now,  if  there  were  any  fuch  fet  of  men  among 
us,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  how  we  fhould  ma- 
nage between  the  tender  confcience  of  the  Quakers 
of  one  fide,  and  the  tender  confcience  of  thefe  di- 
vine-right-men on  the  other  ;  for  I  mult  think, 
that  it  would  be  as  great  perfection  to  take  from 
a  man  all  means  of  recovering  his  property,  ex- 
cept that  which  he  pretended  he  could  not  in  con- 
fcience make  ufe  of,  as  it  would  be,  to  leave  to  a 
man  a  freedom  of  fuing  in  that  way  which  he 
might  think  mod:  effectual  for  recovering  his  pro- 
perty from  another,  who  pretended  that  he  could 
not  in  confcience  part  with  it  till  compelled  by  due 
courfe  of  law.  I  do  not  know,  but  fome  of  thofe 
whoare  now  for  fhewing  fo  great  a  regard  to  the 
tender  confcience  of  the  Quakers,  would  be  very 
apt  to  call  the  pretended  conicience  of  thele  divine- 
right-men  a  mod  ridiculous  obftinacy :  They 
would  probably  fay,  that  if  thefe  men  had  a  mind 
to  remain  fo  obftinate,  as  not  to  fue  for  their  pro- 
perty in  that  method  which  the  law  prefcribed, 
r  «  they 
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4  they  deferved  to  lofe  it ;  and  indeed  I  mould  be 
4  very  apt  to  join  in  the  fame  opinion. 

4  I  am  for  liberty  of  confeience  as  much  as  any 
4  Lord  in  this  houfe  3  I  (hall  always  be  againft  per- 
1  fecuting  or  oppfeffing  any  man,  either*  in  his  per- 
4  Ton  or  property,  on  account  of  any  diipute  or  opi- 
4  nion  in  which  confeience  can  have  a  concern  •,  but 
1  confeience  can  have  no  concern  iri  any  thing  but 
4  matters  of  faith,  or  religious  worfhip:  It  can 
'  never  be  brought  in  juftificatfon  of  an  immoral 
1  action,    and  much  lefs  can  it  be  pretended  in  any 

*  affair  that  relates  only  to  property.  If  confeience 
4  could  have  any  thing  to  do  in  the  cafe  now  be- 
8  fore  us,  I  am  fure  it  is  fo  far  from  being  with 
1  the  Quakers,  that  it  is  directly  againft  them. 
4  No  man  will  now  pretend,  at  lea  ft  in  this  king- 
4  dom,    that  tythes  are  due  of  divine  right  to  the 

*  church  •,  but  no  man  can  doubt  of  their  being  due 
1  by  law  to  the  perfon  who  has  got  a  right  to  them. 

*  The  incumbent  has  generally,  by  law,  a  right  to 
4  the  tythes  within  his  parifh,  he  has  as  much  a  pro- 
4  perty  in  them,  as  any  man  in  the  parifh  has  to  the 
4  eftate  he  enjoys  •,  and  if  a  Quaker  be  in  poflefiion 
4  of  that,  which  is  by  law  the  property  of  the  in- 
4  cum  bent,  he  is  certainly,  in  confeience,  bound  to 
4  deliver  it  to  the  right  owner  •,  and  if  he  refufes, 
4  the  proprietor  ought  to  be  left  at  liberty  to  fue  for 
4  his  property  fo  with-held,  not  only  in  that  manner 
4  which  may  be  moil  effectual  for  recovering  it  upon 

that  occafion,  but  in  that  manner  which  may  be 
molt  effectual  for  preventing  his  being  put  to  the 
like  trouble  on  any  other  •,  for  it  muft  always  be 
4  a  trouble  to  a  man  to  be  obliged  to  fue  for  his  pro- 
perty -,  and  we  know  that  upon  fuch  occafions,  be- 
(ides  die  trouble,  a  man  is  generally  put  to  a  grea- 
4  ter  expence  than  he  recovers  by  any  cofts  of  iiiic 
4  that  can  be  given  him.  This,  my  Lords,  is  fo 
4  tru?,  that  molt  men  chufe  rather  to  give  up  a  fmalj 
4  demand,  than  tc  be  at  the"  pains  and  the  expence 
Vol.  XIIL  I  i  4  of 
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*  of  fuing  for  it ;  and  this  is  fo  well  known  to  thofe 

*  from  whom  fuch  demands  are  due,    that  nothing 
1  but  the  great  expence  they  may  be  put  to  prevent 

*  their  (landing  the  fuit ;    which  terror  would  be  in- 

*  tirely  removed  from  the  Quakers,  if  this  bill  fhould 

*  pafs  into  a  law  -,  from  whence  we  may  conclude, 
that  no  one  of  them  would  then  pay  the  lead  tythe 
without  a  law-fuity  and  what  a  terrible  thing  would 
it  be,  to  oblige  every  incumbent  inEngland  to  dance 
after  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  perhaps  to  the 
next  aflizes,  for  every  little  claim  of  tythe  he 
might  have  upon  the  Quakers  within  his  parilh  ; 
nay,  I  do  not  know  but  this  privilege  of  vexing 
and  perplexing  the  incumbent  with  impunity,  in 
order  to  make  him  give  up  his  jud  demand,  would 
make  mod  of  his  parifli  turn  Quakers ;  for  though 
a  proper  indulgence  ought  to  be  granted  to  DilTen- 
ters  of  ail  denominations,  yet  it  is  certainly  dan- 
gerous, and  inconfident  with  all  the  maxims  of 
true  polity,  to  grant  to  any  of  them  a  privilege  or 
advantage  which  is  not  enjoyed  by  thofe  of  the 
eftabl iflied  church. 

'  As  all  pretences  to  a  divine  right,    with  refpect 

to  tythes,  are  now  given  up,  as  no  man  ever  pre- 

'  tends  to  demand  them,  or  to  fue  for  them,  by  vir- 

*  tue  of  any  divine  right,  they  are  to  be  looked  on 
c  as  a  tax  or  a  rent,  due  to  thofe  who  have  got  or 
6  purchafed  the  right  to  them  •,  and  for  a  man  to 
c  pretend,  that  his  confcience  will  not  allow  him  to 
1  pay  a  tax  or  a  rent  which  is  edablifhed  by  the  laws 
4  of  his  country,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  mod  ridicu- 
'  lous  pretence ;    but  it  is  dill  more  ridiculous  for  a 

*  man  to  pretend,  that  his  confcience  will  not  allow 
c  him  to  pay  fuch  a  tax,  and  yet  apply  to  Parlia- 
c  ment  for  a  new  method,    or  for  any  method  of 

compelling  him  to  pay  fuch  a  tax.  It  is  a  fort  of 
juggle,  a  ibrt  of  playing  with  confcience,  which 
ought  not  to  be  countenanced  by  the  legidarive 
power  of  any  kingdom.     The  fcruples  of  a  ten- 

*  der 


4 


A.  1736.       DEBATES.  48 

der  confcience  will  always,  I  hope,  be  greatly  re- 
garded by  this  houfe,  when  they  are  founded  upoa 
any  thing  of  a  religious  nature ;  but  to  with-hold 
from  a  man  his  property,  to  refufe  paying  a  tax 
or  a  rent  eftablifhed  by  the  laws  of  the  kingdom, 
and  to  pretend  a  fcruple  of  confcience  for  fo  doing, 
is  what  can  have  no  foundation  in  religion.  If  the 
Nonjurors  mould  pretend,  they  could  not  in  con- 
fcience pay  taxes  to  this  government,  they  might 
perhaps  be  as  fincere  in  that  fcruple  of  confcience, 
as  the  Quakers  are  in  the  fcruple  of  confcience  they 
pretend,  with  refpect  to  the  payment  of  tythes; 
and  as  goverments  have  been  faid  to  be  jure  divi- 
no  as  well  as  tythes,  they  might  claim  the  fame 
pretence  for  making  it  a  fcruple  of  confcience; 
but  fuch  a  pretended  fcruple  of  confcience  would 
be  fo  far  from  deferving  any  countenance  or  indul- 
gence from  this  houfe,  that  it  ought,  and  certain- 
ly would  be  looked  on  as  feditious  ;  and  therefore 
an  application  from  them,  for  an  eafy  and  cheap 
method  of  compelling  them  to  pay  thofe  taxes, 
which  they  pretended  they  could  not  in  confcience 
pay  voluntarily  and  freely,  would  certainly  be 
treated  with  the  utmoft  contempt.  Yet,  in  this 
c,\ky  the  confcience  of  the  Nonjurers  feems  to  have 
a  greater  concern  than  the  Quakers  can  pretend  to 
with  refpect  to  tythes ;  for  our  taxes  are  exacted 
from  every  man,  as  legally  impofed  and  juftly 
due,  which  no  man  can  admit  who  does  not  ac- 
knowledge the  government ;  whereas  tythes  are 
never  pretended  to  be  exacted  as  due  by  divine 
right,  they  are  exacted  as  due  by  the  law  of  the 
land  only,  which  is  what  no  Quaker  pretends  Cti 
deny. 

'  That  two  country  juftices  are  as  capable  of  fet- 
tling and  afcertaining  a  claim  of  100/.  as  they  are 
one  of  10/.  may  perhaps  be  granted,  and  that 
two  or  more  gentlemen,  who  have  the  honour  to 
be  in  the  comraiflion  of  peace,  may  be  as  capable 
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*  to  fettle  and  afcertain  fuch  a  claim  as  any  twelve 
4  tradefmen  or  farmers  in  the  county,  may  like  wife 
4  be  true  •,  but  this  argument  will  operate  much  far- 

*  ther  than  is  now  defigned  ;   for  the  fame  argument 

*  may  be  made  ufe  of  for  taking  from  the  King's 
4  courts,  and- transferring  to  the  juftices  of  the  peace, 

*  the  cognizance  of  every  caufe,  where  no  matter  of 

*  law  or  right  is  concerned  ;  which  none  of  your 
4  Lordfhips  would,.  I  b-lieve,  agree  to.  It  is  no 
4  reflection  upon  the  juftices  of  peace  in  general,  or 

*  upon  any  juftice  of  peace  in  England  in  particular, 
'  to  fay,  that  there  is  more  reafon  to  fufpeft  them  of 

*  partiality,  than  there  is  to  fufpect  the  judges  of 
4  the  fupreme  courts  of  equity  or  law.     Men  are 

*  naturally  partial  in  cafes,  where  their  friends,  their 

*  relations,  or  even  thofe  of  their  intimate  acquain- 
4  tance,  are  concerned :  This  is  a  weaknefs  incident 
«  to  human  nature,  a  weaknefs  fo  well  known  to  the 

*  legiflature  of  this  kingdom,  that  we  have  an  ex- 
4  preis  aft  of  Parliament  for  preventing  any  man's 
4  being  a  juftice  of  aflize  in  the  county  where  he  was 
4  born,  or  doth  inhabit  -,  for  this  reafon  care  has  al- 
4  ways  been  taken  by  our  laws,  to  give  a  cognizance 
4  to  juftices  of  peace  of  fmall  caufes  only  •,  becaufe 
4  in  them  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  perfons  are  of- 
4  ten  concerned  who  may  be  related  to,  or  acquaint- 
4  ed  with  any  of  thofe  gentlemen,  who  have  the  ho- 
4  nour  to  be  in  the  com  million  of  the  peace ;  and 
4  the  folicitations,  which  are  of  late  too  much  coun- 
4  tenanced  by  fome  juftices,  can  give  no  great  en- 
4  couragement  to  the  legiflature  to  extend  their  ju- 
4  rifdiclion.  We  ought  to  confider,  that  every  tythe 
4  is  a  rent  annually  coming  due,  and  as  the  deter- 
4  mi  nation  with  refpecl  to  the  rent  of  one  year,  may 
4  be  looked  on  as  fome  fort  of  precedent  or  rule  for 
4  determining  the  value  of  that  rent  in  every  fucceed- 
4  ing  year,  the  value  of  the  caufe  or  fuit  is  to  be. 
4  computed  from  the  price  that  rent  might  be  fold. 
4  for 5    therefore,    as  tythes  are  generally  fold  for 

<  thirty 
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4  thirty  years  pure  ha  fc,  the  value  of  a  fuit  for  a 
4  rythe,  of  10/.  value,  is  to  be  computed  at  300  L 
4  (6  that  if  the  two  juIHces  the  incumbent  applis  to 
1  fhould  deal  partially,  and  give  him  but  5  /.  in- 
4  Head  of  10/.  the  damage  they  do  him  mud  be 

*  computed  at  150/.  for  though  he  mould,  in  the 
1  next  fucceeding  year,  get  a  new  decree  for  10/. 
c  for  that  fucceeding  year,  this  new  decree  may,  in 
4  a  great  meafure  repair,  but  does  not  lefTen  the  da- 
'  mage  that  was  done  him  by  the  ftrft  •,  and  therefore, 

*  though  tythes  of  any  value  due  by  Quakers,  may 
4  now  be  recovered  before  the  juftices  •,  yet  I  mult 
4  think  it  would  be  very  wrong  to  confine  the  in- 
4  cumbent  to  that  method  only. 

4  'Tis  true,  my  Lords,  that  in  our  fupreme  courts, 
4  when  the  quantum  or  value  of  the  tythe  demanded 
4  comes  in  queftion,  that  quantnm  or  Vulue  is  geiie- 
4  rally  fettled  and  afcertained  by  the  verdict  of  a 
;  jury;  and  if  the  jury-men  were  under  no  direction, 
'  nor  could  have  any  afliftance  from  the  court,  two 
;  or  more  juftices  mi^hc  perhaps  be  as  capable  to 

•  fettle  and  afcertain  that  quantum  or  value  as  a  do- 

•  zen  of  jury-men  ;  but  as  the  jury- men  always  have 
the  afliftance  of  the  court  in  the  examination  of  the 
witneflcs,  and  generally  take  the  direction  of  the 
court,  with  refpecl  to  what  may  or  may  not  be 
deemed  a  proper  and  full  proof  5  and  as  the  jury- 

4  men  are  feldom  known,  or  can  be  folicited  and 
4  influenced  by  either  party,  I  fhall  always  think 
4  my  property  more  fecure,  when  tried  in  a  proper 
and  legal  manner  by  a  jury,  than  when  I  am  fub- 
jeclcd  to  the  arbitrary  decifion  of  any  number  of 
juftices  of  the  peace  ;  and  I  believe  every  man  in 
England  is  of  the  fame  opinion.  It  has  always 
been  reckoned,  that  our  method  of  trial  by  jury 
is  the  great  barrier,  and  the  chief  fa fe- guard  for 
the  properties  of  the  people  of  England  •,  and  w:  y 
we  mould,  at  once,  deprive  all  the  clergy  of  the 
eifobliflicd  church  of  that  barrier  and  iafc-guarda 

I  i  3  *  wicr 
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%  with  refpecl:  to  a  great  part  of  their  properties,    I 

*  can  fee  no^afon :    ](  rouft  confefs,    the  very  at- 

*  tempt  appears  to  me  in  a  moft  extraordinary  light ; 

*  efpecially  when  I  confider,    that  we  owe  the  pre- 

*  fervation  of  our  liberties  as  well  as  properties,  in  a 

*  great  meafure  to  the  noble  (land  made  by  them, 

*  againft  the  incroachments  that  were  made  upon 

*  both   immediately    before   the   revolution ;    frorri 

*  whence  they  have,   I  think,    the  ftrongeft  reafons 

*  to  expect,   that  no  fafe-  guard  for  their  properties, 

<  will  be  taken  away  by  that  government,  which 
'  chiefly  owes  its  eftablifhment  to  their  behaviour, 

*  at  a  time  when  the  properties  of  all  but  themfelves 
c  were  in  danger  ;    for,    by  a  flavifh  compliance  at 

*  that  time,    I  believe  it  will  be  granted  they  might 

*  have  increafed,  inftead  of  diminifhing  the  proper- 

*  ty  of  the  church  in  this  kingdom. 

*  To  alter  the  known  laws  of  the  kingdom,    or 

4  the  ancient  methods  of  proceeding  in  our  courts  of 
,  *  judicature,  1  fhall  always,  my  Lords,   look  upon 

*  as  a  moil:  dangerous  experiment  •,    and  therefore  I 

*  fhall  never  give  my  confent  to  any  fuch  alteration, 

*  for  the  fake  en ly  of  a  poffibility,  that  fome  ill  ufe 

*  may  be  made  of  the  laws  as  they  then  {land.     In 

*  fuch  cafes,    I  fhall  always  think  it  necefTary  to  fee 

*  from  the  moft  clear  and  evident  proofs,  that  fome 

*  bad  ufe  of  them  has  been  made,    that  fome  grie- 

*  vance  has  been  generally  and  fenfibly  felt  ♦,  and  as 
c  the  laws  now  in  being,  and  the  methods  of  pro- 
«  ceeding  for  the  recovery  of  tythes,  have  been  for 

*  a  long  time  eftablifhed,  I  fhall  never  give  my  con- 

*  fent  to  any  alteration,  and  much  lefs  to  fuch  a  tho- 
'  rough  alteration,  or  rather  fubverfion,  as  is  pro- 
c  pofed  by  the  bill  now  before   us,    without  a  full 

5  proof  that  great  inconveniencies  have  arifen  from 

*  the  laws  and  methods  of  proceeding  as  they  ftand 
c  at  prefent.     This  I  think  is  abfolutely  necefTary 

<  upon  afl  (i       occafions,  but  more  efpecially  in  the 

e  the  private  property  of  fo  great  and 

c  confi- 
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«  considerable  a  part  of  our  people  is  highly  concern- 
«  ed  :  This  the  Quakers  might  eafily  have  forefeen 

4  would  be  wanted  •,    and  the  queftibn   that  arofc 
4  about  it  in  the  other  houfe,   ought   to  have  been  a 
4  warning  to  them  to  provide  for  it,  in  cafe  it  fhould 
4  come  to  be  wanted  in  this  j    for  though  the  que- 
4 "  ftion  was  carried  in    the  other  houfe,  a  gain  ft   the 
4  necelTity  of  hiving  any    fuch  proofs  laid    before 
«  them,  it  was  not  horn  thence  to  be  concluded,  that 
4  this  houfe  would  be  of  the  fame  opinion  :   In  a  cafe 
4  of  fuch  a  high  nature,   it  was  ridiculous  to  imagine 
4  that  we  would  admit  of  any    parol  evidence  ;  for 
4  if  we  had,    it  is   certain  we  could  from    fuch  evi- 
dence have  heard    only  the  tattles  and  obfervations 
of  attorneys    and   lawyers  clerks,     we    could  not 
4  have  made  any  judgment  of  the  vexatioufnefs  of 
the  proceedings,    nor  could  we  have  judged,  whe- 
ther the  delays  and  expences   had    been  owing  to 
4  the  perfecuting  fpirit,  as  it  is  called,   of  the  plain- 
tiff, or  to  the  lirigioufnefs  of  the  defendant ;  of  this 
we  can  form  no  judgment  but  from  authentic  re* 
■  cords  ;  and  therefore  thofe   who  intended   or  ex- 
pected the   bill  fhould  pafs,   ought  to  have  had 
them  prepared  and  ready  to  lay  before  us. 
*   1  muft  take  notice,   my  Lords,  that  the  bill  for 
regulating  the  quartering  of  foldiers  at  the  time  of 
elections,    was  not    an   alteration   of  any  of  our 
known  laws,  nor  of  any  of  our  ancient  forms  of 
proceeding  -,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  not  fo   much 
as  a  new  law  :  It  was  only  a  declaratory   act,  for 
declaring  and  enforcing  that  which  was  before  the 
4  law  of  the  land  •,  and  therefore  there  was  no  necef 
fity  or  occafion  for  any  proof,   or  indeed  for    any 
furmife,  that  a  breach  had  been  made  of  that  which 
was  before  the  common  law  of  the  kingdom.    But 
with  refpecr,  to  the  repeal  of  the  act  de  beretico  com- 
lurendo,   or  of  that  for  the  burning  of  witches,  I 
am  furprifed  to  hear  the  repeal  of  either  mention- 
I  i  4  *  ed 
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ed  upon  this  occafion  ;  for  furely  it  is  neither  fo 
ridiculous  nor  fo  cruel,  for  a  clergyman  to  fue  a 
(Quaker  in  the  King's  courts,  or  even  in  the  eccle- 
fiatiical  courts  for  his  tythes,  as  it  would  be  to  burn 
a  Quaker  for  a  Heretic,  or  an  old  woman  for  deal- 
ing with  the  Devil,  Thefe  were  two  laws  which 
never  could  be  ufed  without  being  abufed  •,  nor 
could  the  private  property  of  any  man  in  the  king- 
dom be  injured  by  the  repeal  of  either  of  them  : 
Whereas  the  method  of  filing  for  the  recovery  of 
■  tythes  in  the  King's  courts,  or  even  the  ecclefiafti- 

*  cal  courts,  may  not  only  be  ufed  without  being 
;  abufed,  but  often  becomes  neceffary,  becaufe  the 
-  tythes  fo  fued  for,  cannot  be  recovered  in  any 
'  other  way  ;  and  the  repeal  of  all  thofe  laws,  by 
1  which  thofe  methods  of  fuing  are  eftablifhed,  is  a 
1  repeal  by  which  the  property  of  a  very  great  num- 
*•  ber  of  our  molt  ufeful  fubjedts  may  be  injured. 

'To  imagine,  my  Lords,  that  we  can  contrive 
'  and  prefcribe  an  effectual  method  for  recovering 
c  any  fort  of  property,  which  cannot  poffibly  be  op- 

*  preflivejy  and  vexatioufly  ufed,  is  an  imagination 
'  in  which,  I  am  afraid,  we  (hall  always  find  our- 
c  fclves  dilappointed.  We  may  indeed  take  away 
c  all  effectual  methods,  and  leave  it  intirely  to  the 

*  juftice  and  good  will  of  the  debtor,  whether  he 
c  will  pay  what  he  owes,  or  of  the  perfon  who  has 
f,  got  the  poffdTion  of  another's  property,    whether 

*  he  will  reftore  or  no,  which  feems  to  be  the  irren- 
c  V.on  of  the  bill  now  under  our  confideration  ;  but 
'  it  is  impodible  to  prefcribe  by  law  an  effectual 
1  method,  which  may  not  fometimes  be  vexatiouHy 

*  or  even  opprcflively  ufe.l :  It  is  the  bufin.is  of  the 
c  courts  of  judicature  to  prevent  oppreifion  and  vex- 
'  ation  as  much  as  they  can,  and  thty  do  always 
<  punim  it  when  difcovered,  by  loading  the  oppref- 
6  five  or  vexatious  party  with  colts.  When  the  colts 
6  of  any  iuit  run  high,  we  are  not  always  to  af-  ibe 

4  it 
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I  it  to  the  opprefTion  or  vexation  of  the  plaintiff; 
i  on  the  contrary,  the  cofts  of  fuit  are  generally  in- 
l  hanced  by  the  obftinacy  and  litigioufnefs  of  the  de- 
4  fendant.  There  is  no  fuit  can  be  commenced  for 
4  fettling  the  qxMBtttm  or  value  only  of  tythes,   where 

*  the  colts   can  amount  to  a  very  great   fum,  unlefs 

*  they  are  in. hanced  by  the  litigioufnefs  of  the  defen- 
4  dant ;  and  in  fuits  for  tythes,  as  well  as  in  all  fuits 
4  for  other  demands,  the  defendant  may  prevent  his 

*  being  loaded  with  any  future  cofts,  by  configning 
4  what  is  due  •,  for  if  the  plaintiff  can  prove  no  grea  - 
4  ter  fum  due  than  what  was  fo  configned,  he  can 
4  recover  none  of  thofe  cofts  he  has  put  himfelf  to  by 
4  his  own  litigioufnefs.  It  is  generally,  therefore,  the 
4  perverfenefs  or  the  neglect  of  the  defendant,  that 
4  inhances  the  cofts  of  fuit  •,  and  notwithstanding 
4  all  the  clamours  raifed  about  the  exceftlve  cofts 
4  Quakers  have  been  loaded  with,  I  believe,  if  we 
4  were  to  examine  the  records,  we  mould  find 
4  mod  of  thefe  exceflive  coils  owing  to  the  fame 
4  caufe. 

4  As  the  laws  (land  at  prefent,  the  incumbent  has 
4  feveral  ways  for  recovering  his  property.  He  may 
4  fue  in  the  ecclefiaftical  court,  or  he  may  recover  by 
4  filing  a  bill  in  the  Exchequer,  or  he  may  bring  his 
4  action  upon  the  flatute,  or  laflly,  he  may  bring 
4  his  complaint  before  the  juftices  of  peace,  if  his 
4  claim  be  unckr  4.0s.  or  for  any  fum  due  by  a  (Ha- 
'  ker :  Now  to  take  from  him  all  thofe  remedies  out 
«  the  laft,  which  is  the  mod  ineffectual,  I  take  to 
«  be  fuch  an  incroachment  upon  his  property,  that  I 

<  cannot  agree  to  it  with  fome  other  and  ftronger 
c  reafon,  than  the  meer  poffibility  that  he  may  make 

<  a  bad  ufe  of  the  other  remedies  provided   for  him 

<  by  law  ;  efpecially  conudering  that  it  feems  to  me 
€  evident,  that  no  bad  ufe  has  been  hitherto  made  of 
4  thofe  other  remedies  •,  for  if  we  confider  the  mul- 

<  titude  of  Qnakers   that  are  in  this  kingdom,   the 
obftinacy  wnerewith  they  re  f  ufe  to  make  any  vo- 

4  luntary 
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*  luntary  payment  of  tythe,  and  the  natural  partia- 
4  lity  which  every  juftice  of  the  peace  muft  have  a- 
4  gainft  tythcs,  it  is  furprifing  to  me  that  fo  few  in- 
4  itances  can  be  brought  in  a   courfe  of  forty  years, 

*  of  any  fo.it  in  the  ecclefiailical  or  fuperior  courts 
4  for  thofe  tyth.es,  which  might  have  been  recovered 
4  before  the  juftices  of  peace-,  and  if  we  were  to  ex- 
6  amine  into  the  reafons  for  bringing  any  fuch  foits 
4  into  the    ecclefiaftical  court,   we   mould  probably 

*  find  they  no  way  proceeded  from  a  fpirit  of  perfe- 

*  cution,  but  from  an  impoftibility  of  recovering 
4  before  the  juftices,  or  perhaps  from  the  preceding 
4  behaviour  of  the  Quaker  ;  for  if  an  incumbent 
4  mould  endeavour  to  recover  his  tythe  from  a  Qua- 
4  ker,  by  a  complaint  to  the  juftices  of  peace,  and 
4  ftiould  there,  by  the  folicitation  and  management 
4  of  the  Quaker,  meet  with  injuftice  and  partiality, 
4  he  might  probably,   for  that  time,  acquiefce  in  the 

*  partial  determination  of  the  juftices,  but  it  would 
4  be  a  good  reafon  for  him  to  profecute  the  next 
4  claim  he  might  have  upon  that  Quaker,  in  the  ec- 
4  clefiaftical,  or  in  fome  of  his  Majefty's  courts  in 
4  Wejlminjler-hall. 

4  This,  my  Lords,  the  Quakers  know  the  in- 
4  cumbent  may  do,  as  the  laws  (land  at  prefent,  and 
4  this  prevents  their  making  ufe  of  any  folicitation 
4  or  other  unfair  means  for  influencing  the  determi- 
4  nation  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  in  the  country  ; 
4  but  if  you  take  away  this  option  from  the  incum- 
4  bent,  if  you  leave  him  no  other  remedy  for  reco- 
4  vering  his  right  but  a  complaint  to  the  next  jufti- 
4  ces,  and  never  allow  him  to  enter  the  King's  courts, 
4  till  he  has  paffed  this  new  turnpike  of  the  law,  we 
4  may  then  expect  that  the  Quakers  will  ufe  all  pof- 

*  fible  means,  both  with  the  juftices  and  the  wit- 
4  nefTes,  for  defeating,  or  at  leaft:  diminifhing,  the 
4  moft  juft  demand  that  can  be  ^t  up  by  the  incum- 
4  bent ;  and  confidering  that  both  his  judges  and  his 
c  wknefTes  mult  always  be  perfons  who  are  them- 

4  felves 
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felves  liable  to  tythes,  it  is  I  am  afraid  too  much 
to  be  apprehended,  that  the  judges,  the  witness, 
and  the  defendant,  will  combine  together  in  bring- 
ing the  complainant's  demand  as  low  as  common 
decency  will  admit  of:  Nor  can  this  partiality  be 
remedied  or  red  re  (Ted  by  the  judges  of  aflize  •,  for 
the  witneffes  will  there  fupport  and  confirm  what 
they  have  before  fworn  to  before  the  juftices  of 
peace  •,  and  the  judges  of  aftize  will  often  find  the 
evidence  lb  contradictory,  that  they  will  be  at  a 
great  lofs  how  to  determine,  or  which  fide  to  be- 
lieve, being  deprived  of  that  method  of  trying  the 
facts  in  queftion  by  the  verdict  of  a.  jury,  which 
is  the  method  our  courts  of  equity  always  have  re- 
courfe  to,  when  they  find  witnelfes  fwearing  in 
flat  contradiction  to  one  another. 
1  I  fhall  always  be,  my  Lords,  for  leflening  the 
expences  of  law-fuits  as  much  as  pofTible,  and  for 
making  the  recovery  of  property  as  eafy  and  ex- 
peditious as  the  nature  of  fuch  iuits  can  admit  of; 
For  this  reafon,  if  the  bill  now  before  us  had  an- 
fwered  the  title,  I  fhould  have  readily  agreed  to 
its  being  committed  •,  but  it  is  fo  far  from  anfwer- 
ing  the  title,  that  it  will,  in  my  opinion,  render 
precarious  the  property  both  of  clergymen  and 
Quakers  %  and  it  is  really  one  of  the  moft  incorrect 
and  confuted  bills  that  was  ever,  I  believe,  fent  up 
to  this  houfe.  The  King's  courts,  and  all  other 
courts,  are  to  be  forever  excluded  taking  any  cog- 
nizance of  the  value  of  tythes  due  by  Quakers,  and 
a  new  fort  of  jurifdiction,  with  refpect  to  them,  is 
to  be  given  to  juftices  of  peace  -,  but  the  words  by 
which  this  jurifdiction  is  to  be  given  are  very  ex- 
traordinary  •,  thefe  juftices  are  neither  to  order  or 
decree  as  judges,  nor  are  they  to  award  as  arbiters, 
but  they  are  to  adjudge,  and  yet  there  are  no 
proper  powers  given  them  for  difcovering  what 
they  are  to  adjudge  ;  for  if  the  Quaker  fhould  re- 
fufe  or  neglect  to  appear,  what  are  the  juftices  in 

4  that 
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<  that  cafe  to  adjudge?  Are  they  to  adjudge  what- 

*  ever  may  be  fuggefted  to  be  due  by  the  complai- 
4  nant,  or  are  they  to  adjudge  only  what  he  is  able  to 

*  prove  ?    If  they  are  to  adjudge  according  to  the 

*  fuggeflion  of  the  plaintiff,  the  Quakers  will  be  in 

*  a  moil  dangerous  fituation  -,  for  they  may  often 
«  have  a  diftrefs  brought  upon  their  goods  for  a  great 

<  deal  more  than  is  due,  without  their  being  appri- 
4  fed  of  a  complaint's  having  ever  been  made  againfl 
1  them  -,  and  if  the  juftices  are  to  adjudge  only  ac- 
«  cording  to  the  proof  that  may  be  brought  by  the 

*  complainant,  it  may  often  be  impoflible  for  him  to 

*  prove  his  juft  demand  by  any  witnefs  •,  nor  can  he, 

*  through  the  defendant's  contumacy,  prove  it  by 

*  the  oath  or  confefilon  of  the  party  ;  yet  in  this 
1  cafe  the  adjudication  made  by  the  juftices  is,  by 

*  this  claufe  in  the  bill,  to  be  abfolutely  final  and  con- 

*  clufive  to  all  parties:  Indeed  by  a  following  claufe, 

*  there  is  an  unlimited  and  full  power  given  to  any 
c  perfon,   thinking  himfelf  aggrieved  by  any  deter- 

*  mination  of  the  juftices,  to  appeal  from  the  fame 
«  unto  the  judges  of  aflize  \  and  which  of  thefe  clau- 

*  fes  is   to  be  of  the   greateft  authority,   I  do   not 

*  know,  for  they  are  certainly  inconfiftent  with  one 
'  another. 

*  As  the  incumbent  has  but  one  tenth,  and   the 

*  farmer  nine  tenths  of  the  crop  upon  the  ground, 
'  the  common  law,  my  Lords,  and  all  our  ftatutes 

*  till  this  prefent  time,  have  mod  jultly  left  the  care 

*  and  the  management  of  the  whole  to  the  farmer  * 

*  he  may  remove  his  crop  whenever  he  pleafes,  pro- 

*  viding  he  leaves  upon  the  ground  one  tenth  for 

*  the  incumbent,  and  the  incumbent  is  to  carry  away 
<  his  tenth  in  a  convenient  time  -,  but  by  the  bill  now 
'  before  us,   the  whole  crop  muft  depend  very  much 

*  upon  the  care  of  the  incumbent  or  his  tything-man ; 

*  for  the  farmer  being  a  Quaker,  his  confeience  will 
«  not  allow  him,  as  is  pretended,  to  fet  out  the  tythe, 

*  and  therefore  he  muft  leave  his  whole  crop  upon 

6  the 
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1  the  ground,  till  the  incumbent  or  his  tything-man 

*  pleafes  to  come  and  fa  it  out  for  him,  otherways 

*  he  mult  forfeit  the  double  value  •,  fo  that  in  this 

*  unfettlcd  climate  he  may  often  lofe  his  whole  crop, 
4  in  waiting  for  the  incumbent's  tything-man.  But 
•wif  the  Quaker's  confcience  mould  prompt  him  to 
4  difobey  this  new  law  as  well  as  the  former  *,  let  us 
4  confider  what  condition  the  incumbent  will  then  be 

*  in  •,  he  cannot  file  his  bill  in  the  Exchequer  for  a 

*  difcovery,  as  he  might  formerly  have  done,  he  cm 

■  only  bring  his  action  for  the  double  value  ;  and  if 
'  he  can  bring  no  proof  of  the  value  of  the  tythe  ta- 

*  ken  away,  which  is  often  the  cafe,  how  can  he  re- 

*  cover  the  double  value  ?  If  he  chufes  to  bring  his 

*  complaint  before  two  ju Rices  of  the  peace,  his  cafe 

*  will  be  the  fame,  the  Quaker  will  not  appear  to  be 

■  examined  •,  and  as  the  incumbent  can  bring  no  proof 
4  of  the  tythe  taken  away,  the  juftices  can  make  no 

*  adjudication. 

1  I   muft  likewife  take  notice,  my  Lords,  that' 

*  this  tything-man,   this  new  judge,  that  is  by  this 

*  claufe  to  be  appointed,  feems  to  be  invefted  with  a 
c  very  arbitrary  fort  of  power,  and  may  not  only 

■  be  a  lyihe-gatherer  but  a  tax-gatherer,  both  upon 

*  the  Quaker  and  incumbent;  for  he  is  made  liable 

*  to  no  controul,  nor  to  any  puniftiment,  in  cafe  he 
c  mould  deal  unjuftly  or  unequally  in  fettingout  the 

*  Quaker's  tythe  ;  fo  that  he  may  firft  induce  the  in- 
c  cumbent  to  give  him  a  fee,  by  promifing  to  take 
4  fpecial  care  of  his  intereft  in  fetting  out  the  tythe, 
4  and  then  he  may  compel  the  Quaker  to  give  him 
c  another  fee,    by  threatning  that  if  he  does  not,  he 

*  will  take  fuch  a  method  of  letting  out  the  tythe, 
6  as  fhall  be  very  much  to  his  di  lad  vantage  :  Such  a 
'  threatning  muft  certainly  be  of  great  weight  with 
4  the  Quaker,  becaule  if  he  mould  remove  any  part 
c  of  the  tythe  fo  unequally  fet  out  by  the  tything- 
<  man,  he  is  made  liable  to  an  action,  I  believe,  for 

2  ■  double 
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4  double  the  value  of  the  whole  tythe ;  and  in  cafe 
c  of  fuch   injuftice  committed  by  the  tything-man, 

*  there  is  no  redrefs  provided  by  this  or  any  other 
■  claufe  in  the  bill.  Let  us  confider,  my  Lords,  that 
4  this  tything-man  muft  generally  be  a  man  of  low 
c  circumftances,  and  perhaps  of  as  low  a  character  5 
4  and  let  us  confider  how  apt  fuch  men  are  to  make 
e  ufe  of  any  power  they  are  invefted  with,  for  rai- 

*  fmg  perquifir.es  to  themfelves,  efpecially  where  no 
c  fee  or  proper  reward  for  their  fervice  is  appointed 

*  by  law  ;  which  I  muft  take  to  be  another  defecl: 
c  in  the  bill;  for  the  tything-man  ought  certainly  to 

*  be  paid  for  his  trouble  ;  and  fince  the  employing  of 
4  any   fuch  man  is  intirely  owing  to  the  Quaker's 

*  fcruple  of  confcience,  as  it  is  called,  I  cannot  think 

*  it  reafonable,  that  the  incumbent  fhould  be  obliged 
4  to  pay  for  the  Quaker's  fcruples  •,  yet  this  is  the 
4  cafe  as  the  bill  ftands  at  prefent-,  for  as  the  tything- 
4  man  is  to  be  appointed  and  be  employed  by  the 
4  incumbent,  the  incumbent  muft  certainly  pay  him 
4  for  his  trouble. 

'  This  fhews,  my  Lords,  how  dangerous  it  is  to 
4  alter  the  eftablifhed  laws  of  a  country,  how  diffi- 
4  cult  it  is  to  form  any  new  law,  which  may  not 
4  expofe  fome  men  to  great  hardfhips  and  inconve- 

*  niences.  I  could  point  out  many  other  imperfec- 
4  tions  in  the  bill  now  before  us :  There  is  not  any 
4  effectual  method  prefcribed  for  compelling  witnef- 
4  fes  to  appear  either  before  the  juftices  of  the  peace 
4  or  the  judges  of  the  afiize ;  for  as  the  witnefTes  may 
4  often  be  fuch  as  have  neither  goods  nor  chattels,  a 

*  diftrefs  will  fignify  nothing,  and  there  is  no  provi- 
•4  fion  made  for  the  imprifonment  of  their  perfons, 
4  or  for  fubjecting  them  to  any  other  punifhment 
4  in  cafe  of  contempt :  But  I  need  not  enter  farther 
c  into  particulars  •,  the  bill  is  not  only  defective  in 
4  every  paragraph,  but  the  whole  fcheme  of  it  is 
4  wrong  ;  which,  I  believe,  proceeded  from  the  me- 

*  thod 
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•  thod  of  palling  it  in  the  other  houfe :  A  bill  was 
'  brought  in  there  for  the  purpofe  mentioned  in  the 
4  title  of  this  bill  5  that  bill  which  was  fir  ft  brought 
'  in,  (I  think  I  may  mention  it,  becaufe  it  was  print- 
1  ed)  was  even  there  acknowledged  to  be  wrong,  and 
1  therefore  in  the  Committee,  they  amended  it  in 

•  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  it,  in  a  great  meafure, 
f  a  new  bill  5  this  hurry  occasioned  even  that  new 
c  bill,  which  is  the  bill  we  now  have  before  us,  to  be 
1  extremely  defective,  and  if  we  proceed  in  the  fame 
4  manner,  we  may  probably  fall  into  the  fame 
4  error-,  for  I  think  it  impoflible  to  make  a  proper 
4  bill  of  that  we  have  now  before  us,  without  alter- 
4  ing  the  whole,  which,  according  to  our  methods  of 
4  proceeding,  cannot  be  done  in  the  Committee* 
4  for  as  the  bill  would  then  be  a  new  bill,  it  could 
4  not  be  pretended  that  fuch  a  bill  had  been  twice 
1  read,  then  committed,  and  after  that  read  a  third 
4  time,  which  is  the  method  of  palling  bills  conftant- 
4-  ly  obferved  in  this  houfe. 

4  But  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  it  were  confident  with 

4  our  forms  of  proceeding,  yet  considering  that  the 

4  forms  of  proceeding  in  fo  many  of  our  courts  of 

4  judicature,  and  fuch  a  great  part  of  our  law  mull 

4  necelfarily  come  under  our  consideration,  1  think 

4  it  impossible  to  alter  and  amend  this  bill,  or  rather 

4  to  draw  up  a  new  bill  proper  for  the  purpofe  de- 

4  figned,  either  in  the  Committee,  or  in  the  fhort 

4  time  we  have  now  to  fit ;  at  lead  for  my  own  part 

4  I  declare  my  incapacity  ;  and  therefore,  I  hope  I 

•  fhall  be  excufed  from  having  any  hand  in  the  affair. 
4  For  thefe  reafons  I  mult  think,  that  the  referring 
4  of  this  bill  to  a  Committee,  will  be  taking  up  the 
4  time  of  this  houfe  to  no  purpofe,  and  therefore  I 
4  muft  be  against  it.' 

The  reply  was  to  this  effect,  viz. 

4  My 
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Reply.  <  My  Lords,  as  I  am  to  declare  myfelf  in  f'.vouf 

'  of  rhe  bill  now  under  our  confide  ration,  from  what 
4  has  been  faid   of  the  other  fide,  I  think  it  is  in- 

*  cumbent  upon  me  flrft  to  declare,  that  I  have  a$ 

*  great  a  regard  for  the  eftablifhed  church,  and  for 
'  the  properties  of  the  clergy,  as  any  Lord  in  this 
'  houfe,  as  any  man  in  the  kingdom  can  reafonabiy 

*  have;    and  if  I   thought  that  any   thing  in  this 

*  bill  would  in  the  leaft  injure  the  church,  or  deprive 

*  the  clergy  thereof,  of  the  fmalleft  part  of  that  pro- 

*  perty  which  is  due  to  them  by  law,  I  mould  be  for 
1  rejecting  the  bill  with  the  utmoft  contempt.  We 
•'  all  know,  my  Lords,  or  have  heard  of  the  noble 

*  ftand  made  by  the  clergy  of  our  national  church, 

*  againft  thofe  fchemes  of  arbitrary  power   which 

*  were  fet  up  before,  and  which  were  the  caufes  of 

*  the  late  happy  revolution  ;  but  I  cannot  think  that 

*  the  properties  of  the  clergy  of  our  church,  were 
•"  then  in  any  greater  fecurity,  than  the  properties  of 

*  the  reft  of  their  fellow-fubjects:  By  a  flavifh  corri- 

*  pliance  they  might,  indeed,  have  greatly  increafed 
<  the  properties  of  another  church  ;  but  they  could 

*  not  fo  much  as  have  preferved  their  own,  or  everi 
'  their  lives,  without  carrying  that  ilavifh  compliance 

*  fo  far  as  to  betray  that  church,  of  which  they  had 

*  declared  themfelves  members,  and  abjure  thofe 
'  principles  of  religion,  which  they  had  undertaken, 

*  which  they  had  fworn  to  promote.     We  like  wife 

*  know,  how  firmly  attached  moil  of  them,  I  hope 

*  all  of  thera,  are  to  the  prefent  happy  eflablifhment  j 
4  and  for  fo  being,  they  have  certainly  the  ftrongdt 

*  reafons*,   for  they  may  depend  on  it,  that  this  go- 

*  vernment  will  always  iupport  the  church  in  gene- 

*  ral,  and  will  protect  every  one  of  them  in  parti- 
4  cular,  fo  far  as  may  be  reafonable  or  confident 

*  with  the  government  of  a  free  people, 

4  At  the  fame  time,  my  Lords,  that  I  declare 
c  my  attachment  to,  and  my  regard  for  the  church 
1  of  England^  I  mud  declare#my  good-will  and  my 

*  charity 
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*  charity  towards  thofe  people  called  Quakers.  I 
f  have  always  looked  upon  them,    as  a  moft  ufeful 

*  and  moft  innocent  part  of  our  fubjefts.  Their  ujy- 

*  verlal  charity  and  humanity,  their  great  care  of 
1  all  thofe  of  their  own  perfuafion,  their  private 
c  ceconomy,  fcH  denial,  and  induftry,  are  virtues 
c  which  defer ve  the  regard  and  the  imitation  of  all 
'  thofe  of  the  eftablifhed  church  :    They  contribute 

*  greatly  to  the  riches  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  trade 
'  and  manufactures  they  carry  on,  they  afpire  ro  no 
c  places  of  honour  or  profit,    and  they  have  never 

*  been,  by  their  profeflion  they  cannot  be,  concern- 
c  ed  in  any  disturbances  raifed  againft  the  (late:  For 
1  thefe  virtues,  and  for  thefe  qualities,  they  muft  al- 
«  ways  deferve  the  countenance  of  the  legislature ; 

*  they  furely  deferve,  at  lead,  to  be  protected 
c  againft  all  manner  of  oppreflion  or  persecution : 
6  And  with  refpect  to  their  behaviour  at  the  revo- 
c  lution,  or  their  behaviour  everfince  that  time,  they 
«  ftand  upon  an  equal  footing  with  any  fet  of  men 

*  in  the  kingdom  •,  but  as  no  virtues,  no  qualifica- 
1  tions,  no  merit,  can  intitle  them  to  injure  any  man 
c  in  his  private  property,  or  to  expect  any  favours 
'  that  may  be   inconfiftent  with  the  lafety  of  the 

*  eftablifhed  church,  they  do  not  now,  nor  ever  did, 

*  pretend  to  fue  for  any  fuch  thing:   They  only  de- 

*  fire  that,  That  which  is  declared  by  the  laws  to  be 
'  the  property  of  another  man,   may  be  taken  from 

*  them,  without  loading  them  with  heavy  and  rui- 
c  nous  cofts  of  fuit  •,  becaufe  their  conference  will 
4  not  allow  them  to  admit,  that  it  does  belong  to 
c  another   man,    or  to  deliver  it  till  compelled  by 

*  fome  fort  of  law  fuit. 

c  There  is  nothing,  my  Lords,  in  my  opinion,  of 
1  a  more  tender  nature  than  confeience  •,  for  if  a  man 
c  begins  once  to  take  any  latitude,  or  ufe  a  Jiber- 
1  ty  in  any  one  affair,    in  which  he  may  think  his 

*  confeience  concerned,    we  generally  find,    that  he 

*  foon  after  begins  to  take  the  fame  latitude,    the 

Vol.  XIII,  K  k  *  fame 
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.  *  fame  liberty,   in  other  affairs  of  the  fame  nature  ; 
4  and  at  laft  he  throws  up  confcience  intirely,    in 

*  every  cafe  where  it  feems  to  interfere  either  with 

*  his  intereft  or  his  pleafure ;  for  this  reafon,  I  fhall 
4  always  have  a  great  regard  for  thofe  men  who  fhew 

*  a  great  regard  to  their  confcience,    even   though  it 

*  be  in  a  cafe,  where  I  may  think  the  fcruple  ri- 
4  diculous,  where  I  may  think  that  confcience  is 
4  not  in  the  leafl  concerned.     I  fliall  agree  with  the 

*  noble  Lords  of  the  other  fide   of   the    queftion, 

*  that,  in  my  opinion,  confcience  can  have  nothing 
4  to  do  but  in  matters  of  faith  or  religious  worfhip : 
4  It  can  never  be  brought  in  juftifkation  of  an  im- 
4  moral  action,  nor  can  it  be  pretended  in  any  af- 
4  fair  that  relates  only  to  property  ;  but  I  cannot 
4  fee  from  whence  I  can  pretend  to  any  title  to  judge 
4  for  another  man,    what    may,    or    may    not  be 

*  a  matter  of  faith  or  religious  worfhip  ;  what  may, 
4  or  may  not  be  an  immoral  action  ;  or  what  may, 
e  or  may  not  relate  to  property  only.  In  either  of 
4  which  cafes,  if  another  man's  opinion  differs  from 
4  mine ;    if  he  thinks  his  confcience  concerned  in 

*  doing  or  not  doing  an  action,    in  which  I  may 

*  think  confcience  has  no  concern,  or  that  it  is  con- 
4  cerned  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion,  I  think 
4  I  have  no  title  to  punifn  or  perfecute  him  for  con- 
4  fcience  fake :  Nay,  I  think,  if  I  fhould  be  in  dan- 
4  ger  of  fuffering,  or  fhould  actually  fuffer  by  his 
4  fcruple  of  confcience,  I  might  endeavour  to  prevent 

*  my  fuffering,  or  I  might  infift  upon  reparation, 
4  but  I  could  have  no  title  to  punifh  him,  for  what 
4  his  confcience  prompted  him  to-do,  or  not  to  do; 
4  on  the  contrary,  I  fhould  think  myfelf  obliged  in 
4  charity,   to  endeavour  to  prevent  his  fuffering,   or 

*  to  take  my  reparation,  by  thofe  means  which 
4  would  be  of  the  leafl  injury  or  damage  to  my  con- 

*  fcientious  friend.  This,  I  think,  is  exactly  agree- 
4  able  to  the  principles  of  chriftianity,  and  the  con- 
<  trary  doctrine  is  that,  upon  which  all  manner  of 

4  perfe- 
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*  perfection  may  be  founded ;  becaufe,  if  I  take 
c  the  liberty,  or  rather  the  privilege  to  judge  for 
«  another  man  with  refpect  to  his  confeience,  and 
4  to  punifh  him  as  an  obltinate  man,  becaufe  he 
1  thinks  himfejf  obliged  in  confeience,  not  to  do 
*  that,  in  which  I  think  confeience  can  have  no  con- 
4  cern,  I  may  certainly  upon  the  fame  principle, 
4  take  the  privilege  of  punifhing  him  for  doing  or 
«  not  doing  that,  which  I  think  he  is  in  confeience 
1  obliged  to  do  or  not  to  do ;  for  if  I  can  punifh  a 
4  man  for  having  too  much  confeience,  I  may  furely 
1  punifh  him  for  having  too  little. 

1  Now,  my  Lords,  with  refpect  to  the  cafe,  or 
4  pretended  cafe  of  confeience  at  prefent  before  us ; 
4  J  fhould  have  been  glad  to  have  heard  it  pofitively 
c  aflferted  by  fome  of  the  noble  Lords  who  have  fpoke 
4  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  queltion,  That  tythes 
4  are  not  due  by  any  divine  right  in  the  church  •,  be- 
4  caufe,  I  believe  i'uch  pofmve  declaration  would 
4  have  given  great  fatisfaction  to  the  Quakers ;  and 
4  would,  I  am  fure,  have  rendered  them  lefs  excufa- 
4  ble  :  For  my  own  part,  I  am  fully  convinced,  that 
4  tythes  are  not  due  by  any  divine  right  either  in 
4  the  church,  or  in  any  other  perfon  political  or  na- 
4  tural  •,  and  mould  be  glad  to  hear  myfelf  contra- 
4  dieted,  becaufe  I  am  now  ready  to  argue  the  point. 
4 1  know  that  no  fuch  thing  was  pretended  during 
4  the  firft  ages  of  chriftianity  :  This  divine  right 
4  was  not  fet  up  till  the  3th  century  ;  it  was  fir  ft  lec 
4  up  in  France*  where  the  abbots  and  monks  had 
4  got  poflelTion  of  mod:  of  thbfe  eftates  that  had 
4  been  appropriated  for  fupporting  the  parochial  clef- 
4  gy  •,  and  as  thofe  priefts  were  not  willing  to  o-ive 
4  up  what  they  had  got  once  into  their  clutches,  and 
4  were  too  powerful  to  be  compelled, they  firft  broach- 
4  ed  that  doctrine  of  tythes  being  due  by  a  divine  rio-ht 
4  in  the  church,  in  which  the  government  and  otner 
4  priefts  found  themfelves  obliged  to  join,  becaufe 
4  they  had  no  other  way  of  providing  for  the  paro- 
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4  chial  clergy,    who  are  certainly   of  all  priefts  the 

*  mod  ufeful  to  fociety.     By  this  means,  the  doc- 

*  trine  was  foon  eftabliflied,  and  for  a  whole  century 
4  after,  became  the  fubjecl  of  almoft  every  fermon, 
4  not  only  in  France,  but  in  every  country  of  Eu- 
4  rope  -,  fo  that  one  could  hear  nothing  from  the  pu3- 

*  pit  but  the  divine  right  of  tythes,    and  the  darnna- 

*  ble  fin  it  was  to  deprive  or  defraud  the  church  of 
4  them.     As  it  was  at  that  time  dangerous  to  con- 

*  tradict  or  oppofe  the  moil  ridiculous  doctrine  that 
4  could  be  fet  up  by  the  priefts,  this,  among  many 

*  others,  was  generally  received,  and  every  landed 
s  gentleman  or  farmer  paid  tythes  out  of  every  fort 
4  of  produce  from  his  land,    every  merchant  paid 

*  tythes  out  of  the  profits  of  his  trade,  every  tradef- 

*  man  and  mechanic  paid  tythes  out  of  the  profits 

*  of  his  or  his  fervants  labour,  nay,  the  very  foldiers 
'  paid  tythes  out  of  their  pay.  Thank  God,  my 
4  Lords,    we  are  not  now  in  this  kingdom  obliged 

*  to  render  an  implicit  faith  to  what  any  fet  of  men 

*  may  tell  us,  and  this  doctrine,  with  many  others, 
4  has  met  with  the  flue  it  deferves ;    but  do  not  let 

*  us  imagine  it  is  as  yet  without  advocates,  or  even 

*  without  believers ;  and  as  long  as  there  is  one  ad- 
4  vocate  for  it  in  the  kingdom,   the  Quakers  ought 

.'  at  lead  to  be  excufed  for  making  the  contrary 
4  doctrine  an  article  of  their  faith,  and  confequently, 

*  a  matter,  in  which  their  confcience  muft  have  a 
4  concern. 

'  Whether  there  be  now  in  this  kingdom  any 
4  perfon  intitled  to  tythes,  who  thinks  that  they  are 
4  of  divine  right,  I  mail  not  pretend  to  determine  ; 
4  but  I  never  heard  of  one,  who  thought  that  he 
■4  could  not  in  his  confcience  fue  for  them  in  any 
4  court  but  the  fpirkual,  when  he  thought  he  might 
4  meet  with  a  more  adequate,  or  a  more  fpeedy  re- 
4  paration  from  the  temporal.  If  there  were  any 
c  fuch  confcientious  divine-right-men  among  us,  I 
4  muft  fay,  that,  notwithftanding  my  being  convin- 
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ced  that  the  opinion  is  ridiculous,!  I  mould  have  as 
great  a  regard  as  poffiblc  for  the  r  fcruple  of  con- 
icience, and  would  be  very  far  from  thinking,  that 
they  ought  to  be  perfecuted  or  ruined,  fingly  on 
that  account ;  but  the  conicience  of  fuch  a  fet  of 
men,  if  there  were  any  fuch  could  be  of  no  weight 
againft  this  bill,  or  againft  a  general  prohibition  of 
bringing  any  fufc  for  tythes  into  the  Spiritual  court, 
becaufe  they  might  fell  the  eflates  they  had  in 
tythes ;  and  it  would  be  no  great  injury  either  to 
them  or  the  public,  to  difable  fuch  perfons  from 
holding  any  eftate  in  tythes-,  whereas,  it  would  be 
an  injury  to  the  public,  to  difable  all  Quakers,  or 
any  other  fet  of  men,  from  being  formers  ;  and  it 
would  be  an  injury  to  every  particular  man  who 
had  been  bred  to  that  buftnefs. 

1  We  are  not  now  to  difpute  the  property  of 
tythes,  or  in  whom  it  is  lodged  ;  though  I  take 
it,  that  till  they  are  fet  out,  the  perfon  intitled  to 
them  has  only  a  right  to  them  ;  he  has  not  till 
then  a  property  in  them  :  However,  this  can  make 
no  material  difference  in  the  cafe ;  for  whoever 
thinks  he  owes  any  thing  to  another,  is  as  much 
obliged  in  confeience  to  pay  what  he  owes,  as  he 
that  has  got  pofTeflion  of  another's  property,  is  in 
conicience  obliged  to  reftore  that  property  to  the 
right  owner-,  but  the  Quaker  does  not  think  he 
owes  tythe  to  any  man,  nor  does  he  think  that  any 
other  man  can  have  a  property,  in  any  part  of  the 
produce  of  his  labour  and  induftry  -,  therefore  he 
does  not  think  himfelf  obliged  in  confeience  to  pay 
or  reftore.  Nay,  fince  tythes  were  at  firft  pre- 
tended to  from  a  divine  right,  and  as  fuch  made 
payable  by  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  the  Quaker 
thinks  he  cannot  in  confeience  voluntarily  and  free- 
ly comply  with  fuch  laws,  becaufe  it  would  be  at 
lead  a  tacit  acknowledgment  of  that  doctrine  upon 
t  which  thofe  laws  were  founded. 
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1  I  fhall  grant,    my  Lords,    that   a    perfon    who 

*  From  meer  obftinacy  or  litigioufnefs,  re  rules  to  pay 
I  till  compelled  by  law,  deferves  to  be  profecuted  in 
4  the  moft  expenfive  manner,  in  order  to  punim  him 

*  with  heavy  cofts,  and  to  terrify  others  from  being 
c  guilty  of  the  fame  obftinacy  or  litigioufnefs  •,  but 
6  when  a  perfon  is  unable  to  pay  what   is  legally 

*  due,   I  fay  it  is  downright  oppreffion,  to  fue  for  it 

*  in  an  expenfive  way,  when  the  debt  might  be  as 

*  effectually  recovered  in  a  cheap  and  eafy  method  -> 

*  and  if  a  perfon  refufes  to  pay  what  is  legally  due, 
'becaufe  his  confcience  will   not  allow  him  to  pay 

*  till  compelled  by  law,    it  is  downright  perfecution 

*  to  fue  in  an  expenfive  way,   when  the  debt  might 

*  be  as  effectually,    and  much  foorcer  recovered  by  a 

*  cheap  and  eafy  method.     It  is  without  doubt  an 

*  injury  done  to  a  man,  to  oblige  him  to  go  to  law 

*  for  the  recovery  of  what  is  juftly  due  •,  but  with 
'  refpect  to  the  Quaker,   this  injury  proceeds  from  a 

*  fcruple  of  confcience,  and  therefore,  the  injured 
'  perfon,  if  he  be  a  ehriftian,    will  feek  for  repara- 

*  tion  in  that  method,  which  may  be  of  leaft  da- 

*  mage  to  the  confcientious  Quaker.  In  his  cafe,  I 
c  ought  neither  to  punifh  nor  terrify.     If  I  punifh, 

*  for  what  do  I  punifh  ?    I  punifh  a  man  for  being 

*  confcientious.     Is  this  jufl  ?   If  I  terrify,  for  what 

*  end  do  I  terrify  ?    I  terrify,  in  order  to  compel  a 

*  man  to  act   contrary   to  his  confcience.     Is  this 

*  ehriftian  ?  My  Lords,  no  confcientious  Quaker  can 

*  pay  tythes  without  a  law-fuit ;    and  therefore  the 

*  only  effect  this  bill  can  have,    will  be,  that  fewer 

*  Quakers  will  from  henceforth  be  terrified  by  ex- 

*  ceflive  colt  to  do  that,    which  they  cannot  with  a 

*  fafe  confcience  do.  Is  this  an  effect  to  be  dreaded  ? 
4  Is  it  not  an  effect  to  be  defired  by  every  man  who 

*  profeffes  himfelf  a  ehriftian  ? 

*  It  feems  to  be  laid  down  as  a  maxim  by  fome 
4  Lords  in  this  debate,    That  the  Quakers  can  have 

*  no  fcruple  of  confcience  in  paying  tythes,  and  upon 

*  this 
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c  this  maxim,   mod  of  their  arguments   have  been 
■  founded  ;    but,    my  Lords,    I   lay   it  down  as   a 
'  maxim,  that  they   have  a   fcruple  of  confeience, 
'  and  my  maxim  is  certainly  the  mod  charitable:   1 
c  fhall  not  fay  that  their  fcruple  is  well  founded,   or 
*  that  it  has  any  tolerable  foundation  •,   but  we  have 
1  had  many  people  burnt  in  this  very  kingdom,  for 
'  a  fcruple  of  conference  much  like  this  of  the  Qua- 
8  kers.     The  Lollards,  many  of  them,   were  burnt 
1  for  not  paying  the  tax  called  Peter-pence  ;  yet  that 
1  tax  was  then  due  by  the  laws  of  the  land  as  much 
6  as  the  tythes  are  now  :   However,  thofe  poor  peo- 
1  pie  thought  they  could  not   in  confeience  pay  it, 
:  and  differed  being  burnt  to  death,  rather  than  get 
'  over  that  fcruple  of  confeience  :  Surely  they  were 
;  in  earned  ;  and  I  cannot  think,  that  a  man  who 
'  fuffers  himfelf  to  be  ruined  and   imprifoned,    for 
;  the  fake  of  any  fcruple  of  confeience,  can  be  in 
;  jeft.     If  by  fome  odd  turn  in  our  religious  affairs, 
1  we  fhould  begin  again  to  light  up  facrifices  in  this 
;  kingdom,  and  fnould  make  a  law  for  obliging 
'  every  man  to  give  the  firftlings  of  his  flock,  or  fo 
;  much  money  yearly  to  his  pariffi  prieft  for  that 
purpofe,  I  mould  not  think  him  a  very  confeien- 
tious  chriftian,  that  would  voluntarily  and  freely 
comply  widi  fuch  a  law  -,    fo  that  there  may  be 
cafes  fuppoled,   in  which  an  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  the  land,  in  the  payment  of  taxes,   would  really 
be  inconfiftent  with  good  confeience  ;  and  there- 
fore, in   charity,    we  ought   to   believe  that   the 
Quakers  are  fincere,  in  the  fcruple  of  confeience 
they  pretend,  with  refpect  to  the  payment  of  tythes; 
for  as  they  think  that  every  man  who  is  capable, 
or  who  is  moved  by  the  fpirit  as   they  call  it,  is 
obliged  to  preach  the  doctrine  of  Chrift,   without 
fee  or  reward,  they  may,  and  they  probably  do 
think  it  as  inconftifent  with  chriftianity  to  preach 
for  hire,  or   to  give   hire  for  preaching,   as  we 
would  think  jr.  to  facrifice,  or  to  give  money  for 
K  k  4  *  facrifices, 
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€  facrifices.  -  For  this  reafon,  I  am  againft  perfe- 
(  CUting  them  with  heavy  cofts  ;  and  for  the.  fame 
6  reafon,  if  there  were  in  the  kingdom  fuch  Non- 

4  jurors  as  have  been  mentioned,  as  long  as  they  did 

*  not  any  way  difturb  the  government,  I  mould  be 
c  for  fhewing  all  poflible  regard  to  the  tendernefs  of 
<  their  confcience  ;  I  mould  be  for  taking  the  taxes 

5  from  them  in  the  mofteafy  and  cheap  method  that 

*  could  be  contrived :  So  far  would  I  be  from  look- 

6  ing  upon  their  fcruple  of  confcience  as  feditious, 

*  or  treating  their  application  with  contempt,  that  I 
1  mould  be  for  taking  the  taxes  from  them  in  any 

*  manner  they  could  prefcribe,  providing  it  did  not 
f  injure  the  government. 

4  Suppofe  then,  my  Lords,  the  Quakers  are  fin- 
f  cere  in  this  fcruple  of  confcience  they  pretend,  let 
'  us  confider  the  condition   they    are  in    at    pre- 

*  fent,  and  the   condition  they  defire  to  be   in,  in 

*  order  to  fee  whether  they  are  now  liable  to  any 
5  hardfhips,  or  if  what  they  defire  can  injure  the 
"  perfon  intitled  to  their  tythes.     From  what  I  have 

*  fuppofed  it  muft  be  granted,  that  no  confeientious 

*  Quaker  can  pay  tythe  till  it  is  taken  from  him  by 

4  Jaw,  that  is,  by  the  fentence   or  decree  of  fome 

5  court:  As  the  expences  in  recovering  by  this  fen- 

*  tence,  and  of  levying  the  tythe  in  purfuance  there- 

*  of,  muft  all  come,  upon  the  Quaker,  and  as  this 

*  expence  mud  recur  every  year  upon  him,  it  is  evi- 

*  dent  that,  if  this  expence  were  large,  every  con- 
1  fcientious  Quaker  liable  to  pay  tythes  would  foon 
'*  be  undone :  For  this  reafon  a  cheap  and  eafy  me^ 
'  thod  for  recovering  tythes  from  Quakers  has  been 

*  provided  :  The  perfon  intitled  applies  to  the  two 

*  next  juftices,  the  Quaker  does  not  conteft  the  de- 

*  rnand,  and  by  the  fentence  of  thefe  two  juftices  the 
perfon  intitled  takes  his  tythe  without  putting  him- 
felf  or  the  Quaker  to  any  great  trouble  or  expence  °9 
and  this  remedy  has  ever  fince  been  always  made 
ufe  of  againft  Quakers  by  every  good-natured  man 
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in  the  kingdom  :  But  let  the  ty  the  be  ever  fo  fmall, 
let  it  be  but  a  milling,  if  the  peribn  intitled  be  a 
lawyer,  or  a  cruel,  avaritious,  or  malicious  man, 
he  may  on  account  of  that  (hilling,  which  the 
Quaker  cannot  in  conference  pay  voluntarily,  put 
the  Quaker  to  20/.  perhaps  100/.  charge;  be- 
caufe  he  is  not  obliged  to  take  the  eafy  and  cheap 
method  of  recovering  his  right  before  the  two  next 
juftices,  but  may  have  recourfe  to  an  expenfive  fuit 
in  the  Exchequer,  or  a  more  expenfive  one  in  the 
fpiritual  court ;  and  as  thefe  demands  for  tythe  re- 
turn every  year,  it  is  plain  that  the  Quaker  muft 
in  a  lhort  time  either  give  up  his  whole  eftate,  or 
his  confeience.  If  the  perfon  intitled  to  tythe  be  a 
lawyer,  he  will  probably  take  this  lad  method  for 
his  profit  *,  if  he  be  a  cruel  or  malicious  man,  he 
v/ill  take  it  for  his  pleafure  ;  and  if  he  be  an  ava- 
ritious man,  he  has  from  hence  a  moft  excellent 
handle  for  obliging  the  Quaker  to  give  him  year- 
ly a  large  contribution,  in  order  to  prevail  with 
him  to  take  his  remedy  for  tythe  before  the  two 
next  juftices  of  peace.  To  this  I  fhall  add,  that  if 
the  perfon  intitled  to  tythe  be  a  clergyman,  and 
one  of  a  perfecuting  fpirit,  he  will  probably,  for 
the  fatisfaction  of  that  fpirit,  take  this  laft  method, 
to  the  great  fcandal  of  our  eftablifhed  church. 
Nay,  fuch  a  man  may  probably,  inftead  of  taking 
the  Quaker's  goods  by  diftrefs,  take  his  perfon  in 
execution,  in  order  to  compel  him  by  imprifon- 
ment  to  abjure  his  religion,  which  would  be  a  me- 
thod of  converting,  your  Lordfhips  would  not  fure- 
ly  approve  of. 

'  Your  Lordfhips  mud  from  hence  fee  what  an 
infinite  feries  of  oppreffion  and  perfecution  the 
Quakers  are  fubjecled  to  by  the  laws  as  they  (land 
at  prefent ;  and  trom  this  opprefhon  or  perfecution 
no  Quaker  can  free  himfelf,  but  by  giving  up 
his  confeience,  or  giving  up  his  farm  ;  the  fir  ft, 
I  am  fure,  no  good  man  will  defire,  the  laft  would 
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6  be  a  great  injury  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  the 
'  Quaker  himfelf.  After  the  fuit  is  once  commen- 
'  ced,  let  it  be  in  what  court  it  will,  the  Quaker 
c  cannot  put  a  flop  to  the  expence  by  configning  the 

*  money  due,  as  has  been  mentioned  by  a  noble 
c  Lord  of  the  other  fide :  That  confignation  he  muft 
c  look  on    as  a   voluntary   payment  of  tythe,    and 

*  that  his  confcience  will  not  allow  him  to  make. 

*  But  befides,  he  may,  and  probably  will  be  fued 

*  in  the  ecclefiaftical  court,  which  is  a  court  in  which 
c  his  confcience  will  not  fo  much  as  permit  him  to 

*  appear ;  it  is  a  court  where  no  man  ought  to  be 

*  made  to  appear  for  the  recovery,  or  for  the  de- 
4  fence  of  any  temporal  right :  The  very  fentence 
c  they  pronounce,  as  it  is  a  damning  fentence,  I  may 

*  beg  leave  to  call   it  a  mod  damnable  fentence : 

*  To  pronounce  fuch  a  fentence  is  mod  unchriltian: 
'  To  excommunicate  a  man  for  the  value  of  perhaps 

*  4  d.  is  terrible,  and  to  imagine  it  has  the  effects  prc- 

*  tended,  can  proceed  from  nothing  but  a  belief 

*  in  that  Anti-chriftian  power  (ct  up  by  the  church  of 
1  Rome. 

c  Having  thus  laid  before  your  Lordfhips  the 

*  hardfhips  the  Quakers  are  expofed  to,  I  fhall  next 

*  beg  leave  to  explain  what  I  take  to  be  the  inten- 

*  tion  of  this  bill,  for  it  feems  to  have  been  very 
c  much  mifapprehended.     By  this  bill  it  is  propo- 

*  fed  to  be  enacted,  that  the  perfon  intitled  to  tythcs, 

*  inftead  of  fuing  for  them  in  the  fpiritual  court, 
c  fhall  bring  his  complaint  before  two  juftices  of  the 
c  peace  in  the  faid  county  ;  and  they  are  impower- 
«  ed  and  enabled  to  examine  into  the  affair  by  the 

*  oath  of  the  party,  by  witnefTes  or  otherwise,  to 
«  determine,  award,  and  adjudge  what  they  think 
«  to  be  due,  and  to  levy  the  fame  by  diftrefs  and 
c  fale  of  goods,   or   by  imprifonment  of  the  per- 

*  fon,  when  fufficient  goods  are  not  to  be  found;  but 

*  if  the  Quaker  appears  before  the  juftices,  and  con- 

'  tefts 
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*  tefts  the  value  of  the  tythcs  in  difpute,  in  cafe  the 
4  juftices  fliould,  by  miftake  or  otherwjfe,  do  an 

4  injury  to  either  party,  there  are  two  remedies  pro- 
4  vided,  one  of  which  is  common  to  the  defendant, 
4  as  well  as  complainant,  which  is,  that  either  of 
fc  them  may  appeal  to  the  judge  of  aflize  ;  but  the 

*  other   is  for  the  complainant  only,  and  is  fuch  as 

*  he  cannot,  I  think,  make  the  lead  objection  to  -, 
4  lor  he  is  left  at  liberty  to  take  any  one  of  the  re- 
«  medies  for  the  recovery  of  his  tythe,  to  which  he 
4  is  now  intitled,  and  is  to  have  all  his  cods,  in  cafe 
'  he  recovers  more  than  was  adjudged  to  him  by  the 
4  juftices :  He  may  fue  in  the  ecclefiaftical  court,  he 
4  may  bring  his  action  at  common  law,  or  he  may 
4  bring  his  bill  in  the  Exchequer  for  a  difcovery,  in 
4  the  lame  manner  as  if  this  bill  had  never  been 
4  thought  of-,  but  if  any  fuch  action  or  fuirap- 

*  pears  to  be  vexatious,  by  his  not  recovering  any 
4  greater  value  of  tythe  than  what  was  adjudged 
1  him  by  the  juftices  of  peace,  he  is  then  moft  juft- 
"■«  ly,  I  think,  to  pay  cofts  to  the  defendant.     Then 

*  as  the  Quaker  can  never  in  confeience  fet  out  the 

*  tythe  himfclf,  or  caufe  it  to  be  fet  out,  and  as  the 
4  incumbent  may  chufe  to  have  his  tythe  in  kind, 
4  which  he  cannot  poftibly  have  at  prefent,  there 
4  is  this  remedy  provided,  a  proper  perfon  is  to  be 
c  employed  by  the  incumbent,  who  isimpowered  to 

*  enter  upon  the  Quaker's  ground  and  fet  out  the 
4  tythe,   which  the  incumbent  may  then  remove  at 

*  his  pleafure. 

4  By  thefe  regulations  your  Lordfhips  mud  fee 

*  that  the  Quaker  will  be  kt  free  from  that  oppref- 

*  fion  and  perfecution  he  is  now  expofed  to :  If  this 

*  bill  paiTes,  which  I  hope  it  will,  he  cannot  here- 
'  after  be  terrified  into  the  making  a  facrifice  of 
4  his  confeience,  nor  can  an  avaritious  incumbent 

*  oblige  him  to  commute  for  fuch  a  facrifice,  by  bri- 

*  bing  him  not  to  profecute  in  any  expenfive  court ; 

*  and  whether  the  incumbent  or  any  other  perfon  can 

1  from 
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*  from  thefe  regulations  receive  any  injury,  will  beft 
1  appear  by  confidering  the  objections  that  have  been 

*  made  aga  in  ft  them. 

c  I  do  not  know,  my  Lords,  but  there  may  be 
4  more  reafon   to   fufpect   the  juftices  of  partiality 

*  than  to  fufpect  the  judges  of  his  Majefty's  courts  in 
c  W eft minfier -hall  •,  but  I  do  not  think  they  can  be 
1  fufpected  of  more  partiality  than  the  judges  of  ec- 
c  clefiaftical  courts.  However,  fuppofe  the  juftices 
c  to  be  generally  partial,  what  reafon  can  be  aflign- 
c  ed  for  their  partiality's  being  generally  in  favour 
£  of  Quakers  ?  There  are  many  of  them  who 
c  are  themfelves  proprietors  or  tax-men  of  tythes; 

*  and  as  the  complainant  will  always  have  his  choice 
c  of  the  whole  com  million  of  the  peace  for  a  county, 
c  he  will  certainly  carry  his  complaint  before  two 
c  juftices,  upon  whofe  candour,  perhaps,  upon  whofe 

*  favour,  he  may  with  confidence  rely ;  fo  that  if 
c  there  is  any  partiality  to  be  apprehended,  it  may 
c  juftly  be  fufpecled,  that  the  partiality  will  be  of- 
e  tener  againft  than  in  favour  of  the  Quaker.  Then 
c  as  no  complaint  for  tythe  is  by  this  bill  to  be  de- 
c  termined  by  the  juftices,  if  any  matter  of  right  be 
1  in  queftion,  as  no  complaint  is  to  be  determined 
e  by  them,  but  only  fuch  as  relate  to  the  tythe  upon 

*  a  fmall  fpot  of  ground,  and  for  one  year  only,  it 
c  is  certain,  that  the  juftices  of  peace  are  by  the 
c  laws  now  in  being  made  judges  in  many  cafes  of 
«  greater  value  than  any  fuch  complaint  can  be  of-, 
'  tor  confidering  the  vaft  difference  in  the  produce  of 
c  lands  between  one  year  and  another,  it  is  impoiTi- 

*  ble  to  imagine,  that  one  year's  determination  can 
c  be  any  rule  for  meafuring  the  value  of  the  very 
c  next  year's  produce,  and  much  lefs  for  all  fucceed- 
'  ing  years ;  therefore  the  value  of  the  complaint 
'  or  iuit  in  which  the  juftices  are  to  be  made  judg- 
,;  es,   is  not  to  be  computed  from   the  price  the 

*  tythe  might  fell  for,  but  only  from  what  is  then  be- 

*  fore 
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4  fore  the  juftices,  which  is  the  value  of  one  year's 

*  produce. 

'  I  confefs,  my  Lords,  I  have  a  very  great  vene- 
c  ration  for  our  method  of  trial  by  jury,  I  have  al- 
4  ways  looked  upon  it  as  one  of  the  fafe-guards  for 

*  the  lives  and  the  liberties,  as  well  as  the  properties 
4  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom  ;  and  therefore  I 
4  mall  always  be  for  preferving  that  method  in  all 
4  trials  where  any  matter  of  right,  or  any  matter  of 
4  great  value,  comes  in  queftion  ;  but  I  cannot  think 
1  that  method  is  fo  abiblutely  necefTary  in  caufes 
4  where  a  trifling  fum  only  comes  to  be  in  difpute ; 

*  and  in  the  cafe  now  before  us,   it  would  be  quite 

*  ufelefs  to  order  a  trial  upon  every  occafion  ;  be- 

*  caufe  as  the  Quaker  refufes  his  tythe  only  for  con- 
'  fcience  fake,  he  will  never  conteft  the  matter  be- 
4  fore  the  juftices,  or  oppofe  their  giving  fentence  for 
4  what  he  knows  to  be  due  by  the  laws  of  the  king- 

*  dom  :  There  will  never  be  any  difpute  before  the 

*  juftices,  but  when  the  incumbent  and  the  Qua- 
4  ker  cannot  agree  about  the  value  *,  and  in  fuch  a 
4  cafe,  you  may  order  that  the  two  juftices  fhall  re- 
4  port  the  affair  to  the  quarter-fefilons,  and  thac 
4  the  cafe   in  difpute  fhall  be  there  tried  by  a  jury. 

*  This  will  be  but  a  fmall  and  an  eafy  amendment  to 
4  the  bill ;  it  will  be  very  far  from  making  it  a  new 
4  bill  •,  therefore  it  may  be  made  in  the  committee, 
c  and  yet  I  believe  it  will  be  the  moft  material  a- 
4  mendment  the  bill  will  ftand  in  need  of. 

4  The  known  laws  of  the  kingdom,  or  the  ancient 
4'  methods  of  the  courts  of  judicature,  ought  not,  I 
4  acknowledge,  to  be  altered,  but  upon  the  moft 
4  mature  deliberation :  But,  my  Lords,  our  laws 
4  are  not  like  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Perjianst 
4  they  may  be  altered,  they  ought  to  be  altered, 
c  when  time,  which  is  the  touch-ftone  of  ev(  ry  law, 
1  and  of  every  method  of  proceedings,  has  difcover- 
'  ed,  that  it  ftands  greatly  in  need  of  an  alteration  or 
4  amendment.     I  muft  fo  far  agree  with  the  noble 

1  Lord 
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*  Lord  as  to  declare,  that  I  mould  not  be  for  alter- 

*  ing  an  eftablifhed  law  or  method  of  proceeding 

*  for  the  fake  only  of  a  meer  poflibility,  that  an  ill 

*  ufe  might  be  made  of  it-,  but  when  there  appears  to 

*  me  a  great  probability  that  an  ill  ufe  will  be  made 
c  of  it,  I  mud  be  of  opinion,  that'  it  is  then  high 
c  time  to  think  of  an  alteration,  and  to  contrive  fome 
4  method  for  preventing  that  inconvenience  which  is 
4  likely  to  arife.     This  is  the  cafe  at  prefenr,  it  has 

*  been  difcovered  to  us,  that  a  confiderable  number 

*  of  our  fellow  fubjects  are  expofed  by  the  laws  as 
c  they  {land  at  prefent,  to  be  oppreifed  and  perfecu- 
c  ted  by  others,  who  may  find  a  particular  and  pri- 

*  vate  advantage  in  doing  fo,  and  who  cannot  natu- 
c  rally  be  fuppofed  to  bear  them  any  extraordinary 

*  good-will:  Is  this  a  meer  poflibility  ?  Is  there  not 
c  the  higheft  probability,  that,  where  a  man  has  a 
c  power  to  opprefs,   and  can  find  an  intereft  or  a  fa- 

*  tisfaclion,  or  both,  in  fo  doing,  he  will  make 
6  ufe  of  that  power  ?  And  when  a  great  number  of 
«  fuch  men  are  invefted  with  fuch  a  power,  is  there 
«  any  doubt  to  be  made,  but  that  fome  of  them  will 
«  make  ufe  of  it  ?  In  the  cafe- of  fuch  an  apparent, 
«  I  may  fay  of  fuch  a  certain  evil,  are  we  to  wait 

*  till  numbers  have  been  oppreifed  and  ruined  ?  And 

*  are  we  even  then  to  infift  upon  legal  proofs  of 

*  that  opprefllon  ?  No,  my  Lords,  it  was  never  the 

*  cuftom  of   this  houfe,  nor  I  hope  ever  will :  We 

*  have  made  many  laws,  we  have  altered  many 
c  laws,  for  preventing  inconveniences,  v/ithout  the 

*  leaft  proof  that  ever  any  fuch  inconveniencies  had 
c  been  felt.     The  late  a£t  for  regulating  the  quarter- 

*  ing  of  foldiers  was  certainly  fome  alteration  of  the 

*  law  in  that  refpect ;  and  was  made  for  preventing 

*  an  inconvenience  which  had  really  never  happen- 

*  ed.  The  law  for  burning  witches,  the  law  de  He- 
<  ret  ho  comburendo  were  both  repealed  without  any 
«  legal  proofs.     It  is  faid  they  could  never  be  ufed 

*  without 
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1   without  being  abufcd  -,  I  fay  the  fame  of  expenfive 

*  fuits  againft  Quakers,    for  tythes  that  might  have 

*  been  recovered  before  the  two  next  juflices  ;  and  I 
1  mud  think  it  almoft  as  cruel  to  ruin  a  Quaker  by 
1  fuch  expenfive  fuits,  and  thereby  cxpoie  him  to 
c  ftarve  or  rot  in  a  jail,  as  it  would  be  to  burn  him 
c  for  a  Heretic,  or  to  burn  an  old  woman  for  deaj- 
c  ing  with  the  devil.  The  rirft  and  the  fecond  of 
c  thefe  cruelties,  certainly  proceed  from  the  fame 
4  fpirit,  and  we  find  that  the  power  of  the  devil  with 

*  refpecl  to  witches,  has  generally  kept  pace  with 
6  the  power  of  priefts  over  heretics. 

6  I   am   convinced,    my   Lords,  if  it  had   been 
c  thought  abfolutcly  necelTary,  we  might  have  had 

*  many  proofs  of  oppreflions  and  perfections  in  the 

*  cafe  now  before  us:    Confidering  the  nature  of 

*  mankind,  where  there  is  fuch  a  handle  for  oppref- 
'  fion,  it   is  not  poffible  to  imagine,  but  that  fome 

*  of  thofe  many  who  might  ufe  it,  have  ufed  it.  I 
c  fhall  not  pretend  to  find  fault  with  the  order  your 

*  Lordfhips  have  made,  but  I  muft  (till  think,  we 
«  might  have  got  fome  information  even  from  law- 
6  yers  clerks,  they  could  have  told  us  a  great  many 
c  facts,  and  after  we  had  heard  them,  we  might 
«  have  given  what  credit  to  them  we  pleated,  and 

. c  we  might  have  formed  fuch  a  judgment  upon  them 
«  as  we  thought  proper ;  nay,  for  our  farther  infor- 
'  mation  we  might  have  called  for  thofe  particular 
c  records  that  had  been   mentioned :  But  could  we 

*  expect  or    defire  that  the  Quakers  mould  hav£ 

*  brought  before  us  authentic  copies  of  a  great  num- 
V  ber  of  records,  and  that  without  any  particular 
4  direction  :  Let  us  confiderwhat  a  vaft  expence  this 
\  would  have  been  :    Let  us  confider  there  is  nothing 

*  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill  that  required  any  fuch 
i  expence  ;  and  we  muft  therefore  conclude,  that  no 

*  prudent  man  would  have  put  himfelf  to  fuch  an  ex- 
c  pence.     We  have  given  them  leave  to  produce 

*  evidence  which  they  told  us  they  had  not,  we  have 

'  reftraincd 
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4  reftrained  them  from  producing  that  evidence  they 

*  told  us  they  had  ^  and  now  we  fay,  we  cannot  al- 
4  ter  the  law,  without  proofs  that  a  bad  ufe  has  been 

*  made  of  it  as  it  {lands  at  prefent.     The  method  of 

*  recovering  tythes  before  the  juftices  of  peace  has 
4  been  found  fo  eafy  and  fo  effectual,  that,  as  it  is  ac- 

*  knowledged  of  all  fides,  every  wife  and  good-na- 

*  tured  man  has  ever  fince  chofen  it :  What  are  we 
4  then  to  do  by  this  bill  ?  We  are  to  clip  the  wings 
4  of  the  unjuft,  the  malicious  and  the  oppreffive  : 

*  We  are  to  take  from  them  a  power  to  opprefs,  a 

*  power  to  perfecute,  becaufe  they  have  made,  and 
c  it  is  certain  they  always  will  make,  a  bad  ufe  of  it, 

*  I  am  furprized,  my  Lords,  to  hear  fo  many  diffi- 

*  culties  ftarted  againft  fuch  a  bill. 

c  But  there  is  another  reafon,  my  Lords,  why  I 

*  wifh  you  had  heard  fome  of  thofe  witnefifes  the 
4  Quakers  had  to   bring  before  you :  They  might 

*  have  given  us  fome  account  of  the  coftlinefs,  and 

*  of  the  extraordinary  methods  of  proceeding  before 

*  thofe  courts  called  fpiritual  courts.     Thefe  are  the 

*  courts  which  are  chiefly  made  ufe  of  to  opprefs  the 

*  Quakers  •,   thefe  are  the  courts  they  principally  de- 

*  fire  to  be  guarded  againft.  •  Thefe  courts,  'tis  true 

*  are  very  ancient,  but  yet  I  muft  look  upon  them 

*  as  a  fort  of  relique  of  popery  *,  and  it  muft  be  ac- 
4  knowiedged  they  are  all  founded  upon  the  canon- 

*  law,  which  is  a  lav/  I  muft  call  blafphemous,  ridi- 
■  culous,  and  obfcene.  .  It  muft  be  acknowledg- 
c  ed  to  be  blafphemous,  becaufe  the  canons  of  the 

*  church,  or  rather  of  the  Pope,  are  thereby  decla- 
c  red  to  be  of  equal  authority  with  the  epiftles  of  the 
4  apoftles :  It  is  ridiculous  in  many  inftances,  parti- 
c  cularly  in  this,  that  it  requires  three  hundred  wit- 
6  neffes  to  condemn  a  Pope  for  any  crime,  and  I 
c  think  above  feventy  to  condemn  a  Cardinal ;  thus 

*  it  allows,  that  a  Pope  or  a  Cardinal  may  be  guilty 

*  of  crimes,  and  I  believe  they  have  always  had  their 
[  full  fhareof  wickednefs;  but  this  law  makes  it  rrri- 

'  pouTole 


A.1736.         DEBATES.  513 

*  pofTible  to  punifh  any  of  them  for  the  mod  flagi- 
4  tious  crime  a  man  can  be  guilry  of :  As  for  its  ob~ 
c  fcenity,    I  do  not  think  it  decent  to  give  in  this 

*  houfe   my  reafons  for  calling  it  fo,    but  it  is  well 

*  known  it  is  fo.  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  judges 
4  of  his  Majefty's  courts  in  Weftminfttr-ball^  think  it 
4  their  bufinefs  to  prevent  oppreiTion  and  vexation 

*  as  much  as  they  can,    as  well  as  to  punifh  them 

*  wherever  either  can  be  difcovered  •,  and  while  thofc 

*  courts  are  filled  with  fuch  judges  as  they  are  at  pre- 

*  fent,    I  make  no  doubt  of  their  doing  their  duty  ; 

*  but  I  cannot  fay  fo  much  of  the  judges  of  cur  eC~ 

*  clcfiaftical  courrs  ♦,    and  even  in  the  King's  courts, 

*  it  is  fometimes  impoflible  to  punifh  apparent  vexa- 
4  tion  and  oppreiTion,  efpecially  in  the  cafe  of  tythes; 
4  for  though  an  adion  or  fuit  fhould  be  brought  in 
4  either  of  thofe  courts,  for  tythes  which  might  evi- 
4  dently  have  been  recovered   by  a  complaint  to  the 

juftices  of  peace,    fuch   a  fuit  will  be  allowed,   I 
4  believe,    to   be  oppreiTive  and   vexatious,    yet  ic 
would  be  impoflible  for  the  judges  to  prevent  or 
punifh  the  vexation. 

4  It  is*  my  Lords,  a  general  rule  already  efta- 
blifhed  by  all  our  laws,  that  no  man  ought  to  be 
fued  in  a  fuperior  and  expenfive  court  for  a  fmall 
fum  :  There  are  proper  courts  eftablifhed  for  that 
purpofe,  and  there  the  plaintiff  ought  to  take  his 
remedy.  Therefore,  according  to  the  known  fpi- 
4  rit  of  our  law,  we  can  do  no  injury  to  any  man 
4  intitled  to  tythes,  by  obliging  him  to  apply  to  aft 
4  inferior  court,  in  all  cafes  of  tythes  where  no  mat- 
4  ter  of  right  comes  in  queftion  ;  becaufe,  where  rfo 
fuch  matter  comes  in  queftion,  the  thing  in  difpute 
'  cannot  be  of  any  great  value.  This  cannot  encou- 
rage Quakers  to  be  more  contumacious  or  litigious 
than  before,  becaufe  they  can  never  in  good  con- 
fcience  pay  without  a  fuit ;  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
made  no  objection  againft  the  bill,    that  they  will 

*  not  hereafter  be  fo  ©ften  forced  to  make  a  facrifkd 
Vox..  XIH.  Li  «  ©f 


$14  Parliamentary     A.  1736. 

'  of  their  confeience,  as  they  have  been  heretofore. 

*  Then  with  refpect  to  their  felicitation,  in  order  to 

*  prevail  with  the  juftices  to  give  a  fentence  or  de- 
c  cree  for  lei's  than  really  due,    it  is  certain  no  wife 

*  man  among  them  will  folicit  any  fuch  thing,  nor 
c  will  any  juftice  who  is  their  friend  decree  fo;  be- 
c  caufe  the  incumbent  or  proprietor  of  the  tythe  may, 

*  in  that  cafe,  apply  to  the  fuperior  courts  with  faie- 

*  ty,  where  he  will  not  only  recover  the  full  value  of 
c  the  tythe,  but  will  lead  the  Quaker  with  all  the 
f  coils :    This  will  be  a  fufficient  bar  to  fuch  folici* 

*  tation  or  unjuft  decree,  where  the  Quaker  appears 

*  "and  oppofes  it  •,  and  if  your  Lordfhips  think  there 

*  is  danger  in  the  juftices  and  the  Quaker's  combi- 
«  rang  together,  to  fix  the  incumbent  by  the  Quaker's 

*  not  appearing,  you  may  give  the  incumbent  the 
c  fame  liberty  in  this  laft  cafe  as  he  has  in  the  firil ; 

*  which  amendment  may  likewife  be  eafily  made  in 
<  the  committee. 

4  With  refpecl  to  the  objection,  my  Lords,  that 

*  if  the  Quaker  withdraws  his  r/thes,  and  afterwards 

*  refufes  to  appear  to  be  examined  before  the  juftices, 

*  it  will  be  impoflible  for  the  incumbent  to  find  any 

*  witnefTes  for  proving  the  value  of  the  tythes  fo 
4  withdrawn,  the  objection  is  founded  upon  afuppo- 
c  fition,  which  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  poffibl&tobe 

*  fuppofed.     It  is  impoflible  to  fuppofe,  that  an  in- 

*  cumbent  cannot  find  in  his  whole  parifh,  cottagers, 
4  fervants,    or  other  perfons  who  do  not  pay  tythes, 

*  and  yet  can  make  a  very  good  judgment  of  what 
c  might  have  been  the  produce  of  fuch  a  fpot  of 
4  ground,  fuch  an  apple-tree,  fuch  a  number  of  cows, 
c  fuch  a  number  of  fheep,  or  any  thing  elfe  that  can 

*  be  fuppofed  to  pay  tythe,  and  their  judgments  gi- 
4  ven  upen  oath  will  certainly,  in  fuch  a  cafe  of  con- 
4  tumacy,    be  a  good  rule  for  the  juftices  determi- 

*  tion  ♦,  efpecialiy  confidering,  that  in  oafe  of  cop* 
4  tumacy,  they  may  and  ought  to  take  a  latitude 
4  which  they  would  nor.  other  wife  be  intitled  to  : 

/  «  Nor 
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*  Nor  can  rhe  Quaker  be  furprifed  with  a  cMrefe 
4  upon  Iiis  goods,   before  he  hears  any  thing  of  the 

*  complaint,    without  fuppofing  a  double  perjury; 

*  firfl  in  the  fervice  of  the  fummons  for  his  appear- 

*  ing  before  the  juftices,    and  next  in  the  fervice  of 

*  the  notice  of  the  decree  or  adjudication  :    Such  a 

*  fuppofuion  is  not  very  charitable,  with  refpect  to 
4  the  incumbent  who  muft  be  conccr  led,  and  againft 

*  fuch  perjuries  no  man  can  in  any  cafe  be  fafe,  no 
1  Jaw  can  fully  provide;  there  can  be  no  lafe-guard 
4  bur  the  fevere  pununment  of  the  perjury  as  foon 
4  as  detected. 

4  Now,  my  Lords,  with  refpeel;  to  the  faults  or 
4  inaccuracies  found  in  the  fevend  paragraphs  of  the 
4  bill.  I  fhali  readily  grant,  that  it  ftandS  in  need 
4  of  fome  amendments;  perhaps  the  whole  fcheme 
c  may  be  wrong,  though  I  cannot  be  of  th;.t  opini- 
4  on :  But  we  ought  to  diftinguifh  between  the  fub~ 
4  jedt  and  the  fcheme  of  the  bill ;  the  former  is  cer- 

*  tainly  good,  the  latter  may  be  aliened  in  the  com- 
4  mittee,  without  making  it  a  new  bill.  If  thejuf- 
4  tices  of  peace  are  not  properly  or  fufficiently  im- 

*  powered  to  hear  and  determine  all  matters  relat- 

*  ing  to  tyches,  the  words  for  that  purpofe  may  be 

*  altered,  and  more  proper  words  inferted,  and  far- 

*  ther  powers  granted  in  the  committee.  If  the 
4  method  prefcribed  for  compelling  the  appearance 

*  of  wi merles  be  not  thought  effectual  againft  thofe 
4  upon  whom  no  diftrefs  can  be  levied,  a  few  words 
4  may  be  added  for  imprifoning,  or  otherwife  pu- 
4  nifhing  their  perfons ;  and  as  for  the  ty thing- man 
4  to  be  fent  by  the  incumbent,  a  few  words  may  in 

that  cafe  likewife  be  added,  for  obliging  him  to 
fee  out  the  tythe  in  a  certain  fhort  time,  and  a 
proper  remedy  may  be  provided  for  preventing  his 
doing  injuftice  to,  or  impdfing  upon  either  party- 
concerned,  and  for  obliging  the  Quaker  to  give 
c  him  a  certain  reward  for  his  fervice  ;  but  even  as 
the- bill  iUnds  at  prefent,  there  is  nothing  in  it  for 
LI  z  *  taking 
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*  taking  from  the  farmer  the  care  of  his  own  crop* 
4  there  is  no  penalty  upon  his  removing  the  crop 
4  without  fettling  out  the  tythe,  but  what  he  was  fub- 
4  jec"t  to  before  this  bill  was  thought  of-,    therefore  I 

*  am  fure  no  Quaker  can  object  againft  it :  If  the 
4  crop  be  taken  away,  and  the  incumbent  does  not 
4  recover  the  full  value  of  his  tythe  by  a  complaint 

*  to  the  juft ices,  he  may  then  file  his  bill  in  the  Ex- 
4  chequer' for  a  difcovery  ;  but  if  he  can  recover  the 

*  full  value  before  the  juftices,  I  think  it  is  molt  rea- 
4  fonable  to  put  fome  bar  upon  his  going  in  fuch  an 
4  expenfive  way  to  work.     Turnpikes  are  always  fet 

*  up  for  amending  a  bad  road  •,  in  this  fenfe  the  ne- 
4  ceffity  of  applying  firft  to  the  juftices  of  the  peace, 
4  may  be  called  a  new  turnpike  ;  the  road  to  juftice 
4  is  at  prefent  difficult,    cumberfome  and  expenfive, 

*  and  this  new  turnpike  is  fet  up  to  make  it  more 

*  pafiable,    and   lefs  expenfive.     I  hope  it  will  be 

*  agreed  to,  becaufe  I  am  convinced  it  will  anfwer 
c  the  end. 

4  In  fhort,  my  Lords,  it  is  hardly  poflible  to  form 
4  a  bill  but  what  may,    in  paffing,    ftand  in  need  of 
4  fome  amendments :    It  is  abfolutely  impoflible  to 
4  contrive  a  new  law  or  regulation,    againft  which 
6  fome  inconveniencies  may  not  be  fuggefted.  Againft 
4  this  bill  there  are,    I  think,    very  few  that  can 
4  be  resfonably  fuggefted  ;  and  the  amendments  are 
4  all  fuch  as  may,  in  my  opinion-,  with  eafe  and  re- 
4  gularity  be  made  in  the  committee,  therefore  I  hope 
4  your  Lordfhips  will  fend  it  thither.     The  fubject 
4  of  the  bill  is  good,  the  intention  is  chriftian  •,  fome 
4  fuch  bill  is  certainly  neceffary:  The  very  title  ought 
4  to  induce  your  Lordfhips,  at  leaft,  to  try  what  you 
4  can  do  in  the  committee  :    If  the  reverend  bench 
*  refufe  their  afliftance,  if  the  two  noble  Lords,    we 
4  have  now  the  happinefs  to  have  among  us,    refufe 
4  being  concerned,  it  will  be  a  great  misfortune,  but 
4  itill  we  fhall  have  the  afliftance  of  the  learned 
4  judges,  and  with  fuch  an  afliitance,  I  hope  we  (hall 

4  be 
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be  able  to  make  it  a  perfect  and  an  ufeful  bill. 
The  palling  of  inch  a  bill  will  become  the  dignity 
of  this   houfe,    will    become   your  LorcMhips,    as 

the  lawgivers  of  a  brave  and  a  free  people,  will 
become  you  as  the  proteclors  of  liberty,  and  asen- 
couragers  of  tint  meeknefs,  chanty  and  forbea- 
rance, which  are  fo  agreeable  to  the  principles, 
and  Jo  ftrongly  inculcated  by  the  dodtriries  of 
chriftianity. 

c  Now,  my  Lords,  is  a  proper  time  for  endea- 
vouring to  pafs  fuch  a  bill  :  There  has  been  a  time 
when  all  our  bifhops,  and  perhaps  all  the  clergy  of 
England  would  have  joined  in  their  clamours, 
againft  any  attempt  for  preventing  perfecution,  or 
for  demolifhing  any  dangerous  power  they  might 
be  pofTefhrd  of;  and  would  even  have  gone  the 
length  to  threaten  the  members  of  our  legiflature, 
for  being  concerned  in  or  countenancing  any  fuch 
attempt :  But  we  are  now  happy  in  a  different  fitu- 
ation  •,  for  whatever  fome  young  people  may- 
think,  our  bifhops  are  now  more  chriltian,  and 
much  more  moderate  than  they  were  in  former 
times :  I  have  f^cn  former  times,  and  therefore  I 
fay  fb  •,  I  have  feen  a  noble  Lord  of  this  houfe 
taken  down  in  very  harfh  terms  by  a  prelate,  for 
calling  Quakers Chriftians  :  I  hope  I  may  now  call 
them  fo,  without  incurring  any  fuch  reprimand: 
They  are  certainly  fo  •,  and  in  the  courle  ot  this  bill 
they  have  fhewn  themielves  fo  ;  for  though  they 
were  not  very  handfomely  ufed  by  the  counfel 
againft  them  at  our  bar,  they  returned  no  fuch 
uiage  :  Though  they  were  reviled,  they  reviled  not 
again  \  and  yet  we  know,  that  the  counfel  for 
them  were  very  capable  to  have  returned  the  fame 
treatment  •,  from  whence  we  may  judge  they  were 
inftrufted  to  the  contrary  :  Therefore,  my  Lords, 
as  the  Quakers  are  our  fellow  chriftians,  and  as 
they  are  a  great  body  of  innocent,  induftrious  and 
ufeful  fubjccls,  though  the  bill  were  fo  defective 
t  1  3  '31 
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€  as  to  take  away  all  hopes  of  making  any  thing  of 

*  it  in  the  committee,  yet  out  of  decency,  and  for 
'  the  fake  of  that  regard  which  we  are  bound  to 
c  fhew  to  the  Quakers,  we  ought  to  refer  it  to  the 
6  confi deration  of  a  committee.' 

Hpakcrs.  The  above-mentioned  motion  for  committing  the 
bill,  was  made  by  the  right  hon.  the  Lord  Vifcounc 
Harrington,  and  fuppoi  ted  by  the  Lord  Hervey,  the 
Lord  Carteret,  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  and  the  Earl  of 
Hay :  On  the  other  fide,  it  was  oppofed  by  the  bi- 
ihop  of  Salisbury,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord 
flardwick,  and  the  Lord  Level :  Rut  after  this  de- 
bate upon  the  merits  of  the  bill,  the  following  Lords 
fpoke  as  follows,  viz. 

Eariafotfr-      The  Earl  of  Scarborough.     c  My  Lords,  whether 
fc3t'S     *  any  *"u°k  kill  as  the  bill  now  before  us  be  neceGfary 

*  or  not,  feems  now  not  to  be  the  queftion  in  dif- 
4  pute ;  becaufe  it  is  acknowledged  of  all  fides,  that 

*  the  bill  now  under  our  confideration  is  a  very  im- 

*  perfect  and  incorrect  bill,  therefore,  as  it  is  fo  late, 

*  I  mall  wave  giving  my  opinion  upon  that  queftion, 

*  The  only  queftion  now  before  us  is,    whether  we 

*  ought  to  commit  the  bill,    notwithftanding  its  be- 

*  ing  fo  incorrect  and  imperfect ;    and  the  two  chief 

*  reafons  given  for  committing  it  feem  to  be,  either 

*  jn  hopes  that  we  may  be  able  to  amend  it  in  the 
'  committee,  fo  as  to  make  it  a  bill  fit  for  being 
*■  paffed  into  a  law  ;    or  that  we  fhould  commit  it, 

*  in  order  to  fhew  our  complaifance  and  our  tender- 

*  nefs  for  the  Quakers. 

c  As  to  the  firft  of  thefe  reafons,    my  Lords,    I 

*  mull  fay,    I  quite   defpair  of  our   being  able  to 

*  amend  it  in  the  committee,  fo  as  to  make  it  a  bill 
fit  for  being  paffed  into  a  law,  (ince  the  two  noble 
and  learned  Lords  have  both  declared,  that  they 
cannot  undertake  it :  And  as  to  our  Ihewing  our 
regard  and  our  tendernefs  for  the  Quakers,  though 

'  I 
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c  I  am  dtefirous  to  fhewthemas  much  compfotfanct, 

'  nay,  as  much  favour,    as  any  Lor  J  in  this  boufc 

c  can  defire  to  (hew  them,  y  r,   i  1  d<  c  ncy  to  our 

c  own  proceedings,  I  cannot  agree  to  throw  away  a 

*  whole  day  up  >ri  any  affair,  when  I  fotefee  that  it 
c  can  be  to  no  purp6fe,  cfpeciarly  con  0derihg  its' bfe- 
'  jng  fo  late  in  the  feffion,  when  aii  the  time  we 
4  have  will  be  riece'ffafily  employed  about  affairj 
"  whieh  may,  and   fame  of  them  mull,   be  brought 

*  to  maturity,  tor  which  reafon  J  mutt  be  againft 
4  committing  the  bill.' 

The  Lord  Ba  btftft.  '  My  Lords,  I  am  for  the  Lord  bm. 
commitment  of  th;s  bill,  for  a  reafon  different  '£{&. 
from  either  of  die  two  mentioned  by  the  noble 
Lord  who  {poke  lift,  for  as  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Bill1,  I  agree  wim  him,  that  it  is  not  to  be 
expected:  There  are  fo  many  faults  in  it,  that 
I  thinl;  it  rmpoffibte  to  amend  it  in  the  commit- 
tee, To  as  to  make  it  a  biilfit  for  being  puffed  into 
a  law. 

'  As  I  have,  my  Lords,  taken  great  pains  to 
coafider  every  claufe  of  this  bill,  bciides  admitting 
every  fmall  fault  and  every  inaccuracy  taken  notice 
of  by  other  Lords  in  the  debates,  I  will  venture  to 
aflert  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  there  is  fcarcely  one 
claufe  in  the  bill  which  can  ftaftd  unamended  :  It 
is  now  fo  late,  being,  I  think,  near  ten  o'clock, 
that  I  do  not  care  to  trouble  your  Lordflrips  with 
many  particulars  j  but  as  the  reverend  prelate,  who 
fpoke  early  in  the  debate,  mewed  your  Lordfhips 
very  juitly,  how  one  claufe  in  the  bill  might  affect 
the  Quakers,  and  render  their  condition  worfe 
than  it  is  at  prefent,  I  can  mew  your  Lordfhips, 
that  by  the  fame  claufe  in  the  bilr  as  it  now  (lands, 
a  clergyman  muft,  in  many  cafes,  come  off  a  lo- 
fer,  let  him  take  what  way  he  will  to  recover  that 
tythe  which  is  juftly  due  to  him:  In  all  cafes  where 
L  1  4  «  the 
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the  Quaker,  after  notice  given  him,  removes  his 
crop,  or  any  other   produce  liable  to  pay  tythes, 
without  fefting  out  the  tythes,  or  waiting  till  the 
tything-man  comes  to  fet  it  out  for  him,  the  in- 
cumbent  has  only  two  methods  prefer ibed  for  re- 
■  covering  his  tythe :  One  is  by  a  complaint  to  the 
;  two  next  judices  5  in  which  method  it  may  often 
-  be  impoffible  for  him  to  recover  the  value  of  the 
\  tythe  fo  withdrawn,  for  want  of  proof,  and  there - 
\  fore,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  he  mult  nectfTarily  be  redu- 
t  ced  to  the  other  method,  which  is,  by  a&ion  or 
6  fuit  in  fome  of  the  courts  in  IVeftmhijier-hail  for 
c  double  the  value  ^  but  then,  in  this  Jaft   method, 

5  he  is  to  recover  no  cods  *  and  therefore,  even  tho' 
5.  he  mould  be  able  to  find  witnefles  to  prove  near 
4  the  full  value  of  the  tythe  fo  withdrawn,  and  mould 

*  recover  double  the  value  of  the  tythe  fo  proved  to 
s  have  been  withdrawn,  yet  he  may,  and  I  believe 
e'  will  generally  come  off  a  lofer ;  for  fuppofe  the 

*  value  of  the  tythe  fo  proved  to  have  been  with- 
$  drawn,  mould  not  amount  to  above  two  (hillings, 

*  the  incumbent,  in  fuch  cafe,  will  recover  only  four 

*  millings,  and  in  fuing  for  this  four  millings,  the 

*  neceflary  cods  of  fuit  on  the 'plaintiff's  fide  only> 

*  will  generally  amount  to  above  ten  pounds  •,  fa 
'  that,  notwithitanding  the  incumbent's  being  inti- 
£.  tied,  by  this  clatife,  to  double  the  value  of  the  tythe 
c  withdrawn,  yet  in  all  cafes,  where  he  cannot  prove 

*  that  the  value  of  the  tythe,  fo  withdrawn,  amounts, 
«  to  above  ten  pounds,  he  mull:  neceflarily  come  off 

*  a  lofer  5  from  whence  I  muff  conclude,  that  if  this 

6  claufe,  as  it  now  ffands,  mould  pafs  into  a  law,  it 
c  would  be  impoffible  for  any  incumbent  in  England 

*  to  recover  any  fmall  tythe  from  a  Quaker,  unlefs 

*  in  cafes  where  he  could  prove  by  witnefles  the  full. 
«  value  of  the  tythe  before  the  two  next  judices  of 
\  peace, 

<  This, 
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4  This,  my  Lords,  mud  neceflarily  be  a  great  in- 
*  convenience,  and  I  could  point  out  feveral  others, 
4  but  I  (hall  not  now  enter  farther  into  this  matter: 
4  I  will  only  tell  your  Lordihips  my  reafon  for  be- 
4  ing  for  the  commitment.  I  think  it  will  be  a  day 
4  weil  fpent,  even  though  it  fhould  make  the  fefiion 
4  continue  a  day  longer  than  is  now  defigned,  to 
4  confider  whether  any  thing  can  be  done  in  relation 
4  to  the  ecclefiaitical  courts  -,  for  though  the  learned 
4  doctor  at  the  bar  faid,  that  none  but  the  Quakers 
4  ever  complained  of  the  proceedings  of  thofe  courts, 
4  I  am  very  fore  I  have  heard  them  complained  of 
4  by  all  mankind,  clergy  as  well  as  laity,  ever  fince 
4  I  came  into  the  world  ;  and  that  a  reformation  of 
4  them  is  much  defired  by  every  man  in  the  king- 
4  dom,  who  has  not  an  ihtereft  in  their  prefent  me- 
4  thocls  of  proceeding.  For  this  purpofe,  my  Lords, 
4  and  with  a  view  to  prepare  fomething  againft  ano- 
4  ther  fefllon,  in  order  to  put  the  proceedings  of  our 
4  ecclefiaitical  courts  upon  a  better  foot ;  and  at  the 
4  fame  time  to  confider,  whether  any  thing  can  be 
4  done  to  fatisfy  the  Quakers,  without  doing  an  in- 
4  jury  to  the  clergy,  I  am  for  our  giving  up  one  day, 
4  notwithstanding  its  being  fo  late  in  the  fefllon,  and 
4  am  therefore  for  committing  the  bill,* 

After  this  the  Lord  Hervey  flood  up  again,  and  Lo1?  {Hcr~ 
fpoke  to  the  following  effecl,  viz.  4  My  Lords  v<y  %  ?™ 
4  though  many  of  your  Lordihips  feem  to  be  of  opi- 
4  nion,  that  it  would  be  of  dangerous  confequence 
4  to  take  from  the  clergy,  and  other  perfons  intitled 
4  to  tythes,  the  privilege  of  fuing  Quakers  in  the 
4  King's  courts ;  yet  as  mod,  who  feem  to  be  of 

*  that  opinion,  have  declared  a  regard  and  a  ten- 
4  dernefs  for  the  Quakers,  I  fhall  beg  leave  to 
4  take  a  little  farther  notice  of  that  which  feems  to 
4  be  the  greateft  grievance  upon  the  Quakers,  I 
4  mean  their  being  fued  in  the  spiritual  courts,  be- 

*  caufe  I  hope   none  of  your    Lordihips  will   be 

*  againft 
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c  gainfl:  giving  them  relief  in  that  refpect ;   for  it 

*  is  certainly  a  great  grievance  upon  them  ;   and 

*  the  taking  from  ecclefiaftics  a  power  or  option 
c  of  fuing  in  ecclefiaftical  courts,  can  be  no  injury 
«  to  any  ecclefiaftic  in  the  kingdom,  unlefsit  mould 
«  be  called  an  injury  to  take  from  a  man  the  power 
4  he  has  of  doing  an  injury  to  another. 

c  In  order,  my  Lords,  to  mew  that  the  fuing 
6  of  Quakers  in  ecclefiaftical  courts,  muft  be  a  grie- 
'  vance  upon  them,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  ftate  the 
c  cafe,  which  I  fliall  do  in  as  brief  a  manner  as  I 
'  can.     Suppofe  the  incumbent  has  a  demand  upon 

*  fome  Quaker  in  his  parifh  for  tythes,  Eafter  ofTer- 
c  ings,  or  fome  fuch  cuftomary  payment,  to  the 
*"  amount  of  two  or  three  millings,   and  that  the 

*  Quaker  neither  difputes  the  value,  nor  the  parfon's 

*  right  to  it:  The  incumbent  knows,  that  if  he 

*  mould  demand  it  as  a  debt  due  to  him,  the  Quaker 
*'  would  pay  it  without  any  conteft  ;  or  if  he  mould' 

*  fue  for  it  before  the  juftices  of  peace,  or  even  in 

*  the  King's  courts,  the   Quaker  would  neither  cp- 

*  pofe  judgment's  being  given  againft  him,    nor 

*  would  he  any  way  obftruct  the  executing  of  that 

*  judgment  upon  his  goods  •,  by  either  of  which 
c  methods,  the  incumbent  would   recover  his  right, 

*  without  putting  himfelf  to  any  great  trouble,  or 

*  the  Quaker  to  any  very  extraordinary  expence : 

*  But  the  incumbent  having  a  mind  to  perfecute  the 
'  Quaker,  or  having  perhaps  a  private  grudge  a- 
c  gainft  him,  or  intending  to   raife  a  contribution 

*  upon  him,  fends  and  makes  a  formal  demand  of 
c  fo  much  money  for  tythe  or  £^r-orTerings,  be- 
'  caufe  he  knows   the  Quaker  cannot  in  conicience 

*  comply  with  fach  a  demand ;  and  upon  the  Qua- 
<  ker's  firft  refufaJ,  he  immediately  libels  him   in 

*  the  foiritual  court,  becaufe  he  knows  the  Quaker 
'  cannot  in  confcience  appear  in  any  fuch  court,  or 

*  obey  any  of  their  orders  or  decrees :  Upon  the 
«  Quaker's  not  appearing,  he  is  of  courfe  excom- 

i  municated, 
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municated,  To  that,  in  order  to  prevent  or  relieve 
himfelf  from  the  confequenccs  oi"  excommunicuion, 
he  is  obliged  to  apply  for  a  prohibition  -,  and  in 
order  to  obtain  a  prohibition,  he  muft  necefiarily 
conteif  the  incumbent's  right  to  this  tythe,  Eafter- 
offering,  or  oiher  cuftomary  payment,  though  he 
be  certain  of  being  call  upon  the  trial,  and  con- 
fequently,  of  being  loaded  with  all  the  expence, 
botii  in  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  courts,  which 
muft  amount  to  a  very  large  fum,  even  in  the 
cheapeft.  and  mod  fubmiffive  way  the  Quaker  can 
chufe  to  proceed  ;  for  the  incumbent  being  fureof 
recovering  all  his  cofts  at  lad  will  certainly  op- 
pofe  the  prohibition  as  much  as  he  can,  and  will 
put  himfelf  to  all  the  charge  he  can  poflibly  find 
any  pretence  for.  Thus  your  Lordlhips  muft  fee, 
that  a  Quaker  may  be  put  to  a  moft  extraordinary 
charge,  whenever  the  incumbent  pl'eafes,  and  that 
without  any  vexation  or  litigioufnefs  in  him,  but 
meerly  for  the  fake  of  preferring  the  teftimony  of 
a  good  confeience  ;  and  as  this  hazard  or  inconve- 
nience recurs  every  year,  it  muft  be  granted,  that 
the  liberty  of  fuing  them  in  fpiritual  courts  is  a 
very  great  grievance  upon  them. 
6  But,  my  Lords,  let  us  fee  if  the  taking  of  this 
liberty  or  option,  from  all  perfons  intitled  to  tythes, 
could  be  any  injury  to  fuch  perfons  *,  and  confider- 
ing  that  no  Quaker  can  in  confeience  appear  in 
any  fpiritual  court,  we  muft  conclude,  that  no  man 
can  recover  his  tythe  from  a  Quaker,  by  any  fuit 
he  can  bring  in  the  fpiritual  court :  He  may,  in- 
deed, get  the  Quaker  arretted  and  detained  in  jail, 
till  he  gives  fecurity  to  appear  in  that  court,  that 
is  to  fay,  he  may  make  him  a  prifoner  for  life,  for 
no  Quaker  can  ever  give  any  fuch  fecurity  ;  but  by 
no  iuch  fuit  can  he  ever  recover  what  is  due  to 
him  •,  fo  that  by  taking  away  this  liberty  or  option 
of  fuing  Quakers  in  the  fpiritual  court,  we  take 
from  no  man  a  method,   by  which  he  can  recover 

4  his 
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*  his  property,   but  only  a   method,  by  which  he 

*  may  vex  and  injure  his  neighbour,  in  order  to 
c  compel  him  to  ad  contrary  to  his  confcience :  For 
4  this  reafon,  I   hope  none  of  your  Lordfhips  will 

*  oppofe  the  taking  of  this  liberty  or  option,  from 

*  all  perfons  intjtled   to  .tythes  •,  and  as  this  may  be 

*  done  in  the  Committee,  by  throwing  out  all  the 
c  enading  claufes  now   in  the  bill,    and  inferring  a 

*  fhort  claufe  for  this  purpofe,  I  hope  you  will  there- 
c  fore,  upon  this  account,  if  there  were  none  other, 
6  agree  to  the  committing  of  the  bill.* 

Seconded  by      This  propofition  was  fupported  and   inforced  by 

^y".kc°f  tne  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  among  other  things  laid, 

c  That  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  had  made  a 

*  propofition,  which  muft,  in  his  opinion,   be  ap- 

*  proved  by  every  one  of  their  Lordfhips,  who  was 
4  not  againft  the  fubjed  or  intention,  as  well  as  the 

*  fcheme  of  the  bill.' 

Anfweredby       This  was  anfwered  by  the  Lord  Hardwick^  who 
jxw-!T£*     among  otner  tilings  faid,  c  That  he  would  have  been 

*  very  glad  to  have  joined  in  any  thing,  for  giving 
the  Quakers  as  much  eafe,  with  refped  to  their 
tythes.  as  was  confident  with  that  property,  which 
others  had  in  them,  but  he  defpaired  of  their  be- 
ing able  to  do  any  thing  that  fefnon  ;  and  the  pro- 
pofition the  noble  Lord  had  made,  would  not  rcme- 
medy  all  the  Quakers  complained  of,  nor  could  it, 
in  his  opinion,  be  executed  in  the  Committee  ;  tor 
it  would  be  necefrary  for  them,  before  thev  could 
draw  up  or  agree  to  any  fuch  claufe,  to  confider 
the  methods  of  proceeding  in  molt  of  the  courts 
in  Weft minfter- hall)  and  to  alter  fome  of  them, 
which  they  could  not  pretend  to  do  without  a  great 

*  deal  of  deliberation.  And  moreover,  that  in  or- 
c  der  to  execute  what  was  propofed,  it  would  be 
c  neceffary  for  them  to  drop,  not  only  the  whole 

*  body  of  the  bill,  but  a  great  part  of  the  preamble  1 

*  and 


c 
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'  and  even  the  title  would  require  to  be  intifcly  al- 

1  tcred  i    in  which  cafe  it  could  not,    in  any  fort  of 

*  propriety,    be  called  the  lame  bill  that  had  patted 

c  in  the  other   houfe,    and  had   been  twice   read    in 

c  that:    Therefore,  he  continued  in  his  former  opi- 

c  nion,  and  conlequently,    was   againft  committing 

«  the  bill/ 


525 


The  queftion  being  then  put  upon  the  firft  motion,  Divinon. 
for  committing  the  bill,  it  was  upon  a  divifion,  car- 
ried in  the  negative,  by  54  not  contents,  to  35  con- 
tents, as  follows,  viz. 


Not  Contents. 
The  Lord  High  Cbancell 


or 


The  Duke  of  Graft on ', 

Beaufort ', 

—Leeds, 

Bedford, 

Athol, 

— : An  c  after, 

Newcpft  le, 

■         — Manchefter. 
The  Earl  of  Northampton 

. BerkfJdire, 

Thane t, 

Clarendon, 

Shaft  sbury, 

Lit  chfield, 

Abingdon, 

Scarborough, 

. Warrington, 

Albemarle, 

Godelphin, 

Morton, 

Selkirk, 

Dunmore, 

Orkney  y 


Not  Contents. 
.The  Earl  of  Oxford \ 
Strafford, 


Har  borough, 
■Pomfrety 
Wilmington, 
-Malton. 


The  Lord  North, 

■ Butler  of  Weft  on  y 

Gower, 


-Montjoyy 

-Ma/ham, 

-Foleyy 

—Romney, 

-Lovely 

—Hardwick. 


TheLd.  Bifhop  of  London, 

Durhamy 

Oxfordy 

Lincoln, 

Rocheftery 

-Hereford, 

Litchfield  &  Coven. 

Peterborough, 

"  '  - —  Chichefter, 

Sarum, 


526  Parliamentary     A.  1736. 

The  Ld.Bifhopof  Sarum,  TheL.Bifhop  of  Norwich, 

. 1 Landaff,  Glcucefter, 

t St.  David's, BriftoL 


Contents. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond, 

. — —  Marlborough, 

■ . — Rutland, 

n — Montagu, 

m    ■ — Kent, 

m Portland, 

Bridgewater, 


»  Argyle. 

The  Earl  of  Pembroke, 

Suffolk, 

»  Warwick, 

Wejlmor  eland, 

— — — fVinchelfea, 
__  — Chefterfield, 

— Coventry, 

■  " ,   "  Crawford, 
*■  Loudoun, 


Contents. 
The  Earl  of  Tankerville, 
■--  ■■»-  Fitzwaltert 
— — Effingham. 
The  Lord  Vifc.  Cobham 
*'  ■»'•■>'   Falmouth, 
»  Torrington, 

«— Hint  on. 

The  Lord  Abergavenny, 

■  Delawar, 
* ■-  Lovelace, 

■  Carteret, 
■'  Bathurfl, 
•— -*— -  Cadogan, 
— £/>£, 

-  ^  Hob  art, 

— Monfon, 

"Hervey. 


Tbe  End  of  the  Thirteenth  Volume, 


